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EDITOR'S PREFACE. 



Among the vaiH 
that of singular : 
tvhen faithftiUy : 
occurred, is by n 
wreck Of Robert 
Degrave East Ii 
nland of Madaj 
remarkable oppc 

neations of an isolated and barbarous people, which 
are at once so amusing for their novelty, and instructive 
for the additional lights which they Uirow upon the 
innumerable varieties of human situation and character. 
The following volume affords a plain and unsophisti- 
cated account of a fifteen years' captivity or detention 
of the author (the only one spared in consequence of 
his youth out of many murdered shipmates) in an 
island, the interior of which, at that time, was little 
known ; but which, happily, at present seems likely to 
enter slowly into the career of civilization. Obliged to 
conform to the usages of the natives, and rendered to 
all intents and purposes a member of their community, 
he necessarily becsune intimately acquainted with their 
manners, customs, and proceedings; which, together 
with his ovm adventures among them, he narrates in 
that plain and unpretending manner, which in a writer 
of his class advances the strongest claims to confidence. 
The veracity of Drary is, indeed, corroborated by the 
journal, as far as it went, of Mr Bembo, son of the 
celebrated admiral of that name, who was first mate of 
the Degrave, and who, by inducing a part of the crew 
to refill? putting that trust in the islanaers, which was 
unfortunately placed in them by the murdered compa- 
nions of Drury, escaped their fate, and was enabled to 
b3 
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VI EDITOR'S PRBPACB. 

get back to England. Our brief sequel will also show 
that Drury was a steady maoy and that he maintained 
a veiy respectable character after his return. To con- 
clude: his book has been deemed so curious and 
mteresting, not only for the mention of the facts but 
the manner of detailing them, that the present will 
form the fourth edition; the first appearing in 1729, 
and the second and Uiiid in 1743 and 1808. Thus 
much as to its merits ; as to the rest, works of this 
nature falling directly within the plan of the proposed 
series, no apology is necessary tor having an early 
recourse to one of them in aid of the contrast and 
variety which is desirable in the wajr of support and 
relief of so comprehensive an undertaung. 
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PREFACE 

TO 

The Edition of Seventeen Hundred and Forty-three. 



As nothing is of a more amiable nature, so nothing 
makes ia stronger and more lasting impression on the 
mind, than truth ; and whatever regard some may pay 
to a 'wittily-contrived and ingenious tale, the best that 
can be said of it is, that it is a gay delusion, and an 
idle amusement exposed to view in uie &irest and most 
advantageous light. 

The following historical narrative needs no such dis- 
guise or ornament to recommend it; for captain W. 
Macket, (who, by his certificate, has assured the public 
that he believed the account our author has given of his 
surprising adventures to be just and true,) was not only 
a gentleman of an unblei»ished character in regard 
to his honour and veracity, but well known to be a 
man of too great a fortune and good sense to counte- 
nance and give a public sanction to a trivial fable, or 
imposition. Without doubt this gentleman, as well as 
the captains of other ships, informed himself of a case 
so singular and surprising, for at Yong-old, where he 
took the author on board, Williair Purser, a native of 
Feraingher, was their linguist for some months; he 
spoke English well, and knew Mr Drury there, and 
was an eye-vntness to many of tiie most doubtful adven- 
tuies here related for several years together. 

The captain after this went to Munnongaro, or Mas 
saleege; there he sav; Nicholas Dove, who was one of 
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the boys shipwrecked in the Degrare, and saved in the 
massacre in Antemdroea; besides the opportunity he 
had of conversing with Mr Drury in their voyage to 
the West Indies, and after to England. To this we 
may add, the second voyage Mr Drury made was also 
in captain Macket's service, though not in tlie ship 
under his command, he being a principal proprietor in 
captain White's ship and cargo, as well as of his own 
and others. These circumstances were confirmed by 
the captain, who added, that he had seen others in his 
last voyage there, as well natives who spoke English, 
and knew Drury, as some who were saved by flight 
with captain Drummond and others, with this particu- 
lar account, that this very captain Drummond was the 
roan Mr Drary supposes him to be, and that he was 
killed at TuUea, seven leagues to the northward of Au- 
gustine-bay, by one Lewes, a Jamaica negro. Besides 
all this, and the captain's continued friendship to him 
to the last, even our author himself, though in a lower 
station of life, was well known to many persons of 
probity and worth now in London^ who frequently 
conversed with him while Uving, and who always 
esteemed him an innocent, inofilensive man, ^ee from 
all artifice and design. As this was the character he 
had amongfst his friends and acquaintaaee, we Uiink it 
would be needless^ if not impertinent,, to doubt of his 
veracity in Hie relation ef any one of his adveirtures^ 
more especially after such substantial proofe fw ^ 
truth hereof. 

It is probable that the account here given- ef the 
i^ligion of the natives of Madagascar, may by some be 
thought a iBttre fiction, and inserted with no o^er 
view than to advance some latitudinarian principles ; 
but so widely distant is this from tlie real case, that the 
most to be sus|>eeted part of the eonva'sation between 
<kaan Muroanzack and Mr Drury, on divine topies, is 
real fact as here related; and the deaan's ludicrous 
reflections on Adam's rib, God's converse with man- 
kind, and his creation of the world in six days, and his 
resting the seventh, &c. his taking these things for 
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Drury's childish notions, and sayins they were old 
women's stories, were delivered in that prince's own 
words. And if we consider the then circumstances of 
our author, that he was but fourteen years of age when 
he set out on this unfortunate voyage, his education at 
a grammar-school, and in the principles of the esta- 
blished church ; and that ever since his arrival in Eng- 
land, and settlement in London, he has been firmly 
attadied thereto, even to bigotry; it would be very 
weak and absurd to suppose him capable, or inclined to 
advance an imaginary conference with the deaan upon 
so serious a topic, vnth no other motive than to favour 
free-thinking, or natural religion, in opposition to that 
which vras revealed, especially as they are points about 
which he scarcely ever concerned himself. 

In all those places where religion, or the origin of 
governments are casually mentioned, there are inter- 
spersed some occasional reflections, which are fiot, 
properly speaking, the author's, which is all the artifice 
maae use of throughout the whole. It must be owned 
that topics 80 entertaining could not well be passed 
over, without making some proper and useful applica- 
tions : yet no motive, how tempting soever, could pre- 
vail on the editor to alter any r^ fact, or add any 
one single fiction of his own. Every transaction here 
related, as likewise thQ character and conversation of 
every person introduced, are propetly Mr Drury's own. 

The religion of the natives of Madagascar, some 
authors vnll have to be Mahometanism ; but without 
any manner of grounds for such a conclusion, since it 
has no resemblance of it in any other particulars, than in 
circumcision, and abstaining firom their women at 
ceitain times, which were common to some eastern 
nations long before the Jews had it; or, indeed, where 
there is no reason to imagine that the name of the Jews 
was once so much as hes^ oi 

There are good grounds, on the other hand, to con- 
jecture, that the Jews derived several of their religious 
ceremonies from them. For that their religion is much 
more ancient, is plain from several reasons. First, firom 
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their regard to dreams, and divming by tbem, wktck, 
hf. the Mosaic law, the Israelites were expressly for- 
bidden. Secondly, from tiieir siiaiviDg off Uieir haaa in 
mourning for their dead; whereas anong the Jews the 
growth of it is strictly commanded, and as soperstiti* 
oosly obsenred to this day. HindLy^ from tbeir 8am» 
fices; as Moses commanded none but males to be 
sacrificed ; so, on the contrary, cows are the greatest 
part of the Madagascar saerificeii, and are ihoug&i b^ 
these people to be the most acceptable cblatioiis to their 
Supreme Deitf. They have no burnt afferings bat neat 
their sepukdvres, whe» oceasionally opened, wMob, 
with the gums burnt with tiiflm, serve for a defemse 
agamst aQ ill scents. Fourthly ; but the most notable 
reason of all is, that the owley, winch these Madiagasear 
people make use of for thdr dirinations, and procure 
their unusual or extraordinary dreams widiy is mooi* 
fostly the enhod and teraphim;, made nse of by the 
Levite who lodged in Micah's house, as we read Judges 
XTii. and fiom which the Braelites could nerev be 
wholly brought ^ lAionigh directly repugnant to the 
law of Moses, concermng whdeh tiiere seems to be no 
occasion for enlarging fa^er in this place. 

That the people of Madaq^ascar did not derive their 
religion from any learned or polite natson, is evident by 
their retaining no idea or remembrance of letters ; nor 
iSuxi having a horse, or so necessary a machine a» a 
wheel of any kmd, either for carriage or use, which 
could never have been forgotten hiMl th^ ever had 
them. Tliat these Madagascar people came iint ftom 
Afinca, seems most prcMite by thek cdoor; and 
perhaps from the Abyssinesy or even lirom Egypt. The 
Vinimbars, indeed, by their woolly heads, must conM 
from the more southern put of Africa. Deaan To4e>* 
ofiu told captais Macket they had a tradition of thdr 
coming on Uie island many years ago in large canoeff. 
But nom wheresoever tliey came, it is manifest that 
their religion is the most ancient in the world, and not 
for fnm pure natural religion. 

We may reflect with pleasure on the devotion of these 
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people, who address the Sapreme Being on erery occa- 
slon for his aid and assistance when in necessity or 
distress; and with true piety and hearts AiU of grati- 
tude return him their humble and unfeigned thanks 
for those blessings and benefits he confers upon them ; 
yet hare they no temples, no tabernacles, or groves for 
the public performance of their divine worship; neither 
have they solemn iasts, or festivals, or set days, or 
times, or priests to do it for them. But we may here 
observe, that as Melchizedeck was a king, and stiled the 
prmst of the most high God, (a phrase strictly corres- 
pondent to that of deaan Unghorray, the high^ God,) 
so it is the practice of the Madagascar kings, or lords, 
to be themselves the perfofmers of all regions offices. 
Their umossees or prophets, Indeed, directed the 
making their ovikjs of particular roots, or woods, 
having, as dkey tell them, magical properties agreeing 
to the spirits; as also that they must be made at pro- 
per times. 

Tbere are two things in this history higbly worthy of 
observation : one is, that there is a law among them 
against cursing a man's parents. What a reproach is 
thos to countries called christian, where there is no jaw 
or punishment against even those who have the impu^ 
dence and impiety not only of cursing others, but their 
own parents. The other is, that such is their regani 
and reverence to the most high God, that they swear 
not pro£»ne]y : but such is the profaneness of even our 
christian nation, that a man can hardly pass the streets 
(as archbishc^ Tillotson observes) without having his 
ears grated and pierced with horrid and blasphemous 
oaths and curses, as are enough, if we were guuty of no 
other sin, to sink a nation. Tbese give reputation to 
the general character of these people, that where the 
Europeans or Mahometans have not corrupted them, 
they are very innocent, moral, and courteous; and 
more so, with shame be it spoken, than most nations, 
who have all the advantages of a liberal and christian 
education. 

There is yet one observation more, which, we hope. 
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will not be thought improper here ; -which is, that our 
author's many deliverances are glorious and wonderful 
displays of the goodness and power of Divine Provi- 
dence; and gave him, no doubt, an awakening sense of 
his obstinate disobedience to the will and entreaties of 
his tender parents and friends, who so much and often 
pressed him to lay aside those wilful resolutions of his 
first voyage to the East Indies; wherein we may see 
the marks both of divine displeasure and goodness, the 
first in his shipwreck and slavery, the other in his deli- 
very or release from thence. All which may serve as 
a lesson to the youth of future generations to beware, 
lest by their disobedience and obstinate forcing of them- 
selves from the care of their parents or friends, they 
bring upon themselves those miseries and misfortunes 
which occasion a too late repentance. 

Much more might have been said on this occasion, 
but as we have not room, we refer our readers to the 
perusal of the book itself; in which, we presume, they 
will not only find an entertaming, but profitable 
amusement. 



This is to certify, that Robert Drury, fifteen years a 
slave in Madagascar, now living in London, was re- 
deemed from thence, and brought into England, his 
native country, by myself. I esteem him an honest, 
industrious man, of good reputatation, and do firmly 
believe that the account he gives of his strange and 
surprising adventures is genuine and authentic. 

WILLIAM MACKETT. 
May 7, 1728. 
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THE 

ADVENTURES 

OF 

ROBERT DRURY. 



A.S my design in the ensuing narrative, is to give 
a plain and honest account of matters of fact, I shall 
make use of no artful inventions, or borrowed phrases, 
to lengthen or embellish it; nor shall I introduce any 
other reflections, than what were the natural result of 
my many uncommon and surprising adventures. And, 

Here, I hope, it vnll be no ways improper to inform 
my readers, tnat I was not fourteen years of age when 
these heavy misfortunes first befell me ; so that my 
youth, as well as want of knowledge in the Madagascar 
language, rendered me incapable of making such curious 
observations, as one of a riper age, better judgment, 
and freed from slavery, might have done to much 
greater advantage. For, 

I, Robert Drury, was horn on the 24th of July, in 
the year 1687, in Crutched-friars, London, where my 
father then lived ; but soon after he removed to the 
Old Jury, near Cheapside, where he kept for several 
vears afterwards that noted house, called the King's- 
head, or otherwise distinguished by the name of the 
Beef^teak>house ; and to which there was, all his time, 
a great resort of merchants, and other gentlemen of the 
best rank and character. 
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14 THE ADVENTURES OP 

Notwithstanding the education my father bestowed 
on me, I could not be prevailed on to think of any 
business but going to sea, to which course of life my 
genius wholly inclined me. And I well remember, 
that from eleven years of age, my mind was so intent 
on the profession of a sailor, that it grew up with me, 
and at length became such an obstinate resolution, that 
not all the entreaties of my dear and indulgent mother, 
(thongh she once begged me on her knees,) nor the 
persuasions of my father, or any other friends, could 
make the least impression upon me. 

Wheo they found their endeavours were ineffectual, 
they then formed a new scheme, and by a seeming 
compliance with my inclination, proposed to procure a 
short voyage for me, hoping that the many dangers 
and hardships to which I should naturally be exposed, 
and should see others undergo, would deter me from 
persevering in that counse of life. 

But, as wilfiil persons never want woe, such was 
my obstinacy, that nothing would content me, but what 
contributed to my ruin ; and Providence jiistly fnu- 
tr4ted all my hopes, by indulging me in die choice I 
hibd so foolishly and imgratefnlly made, m direct oppo- 
siiioii to my dutfj «od tka repeated solicitations of my 
most affeetionate friends : ms did this perverseness of 
mine bring widi it ite own pnmshmeht; Nothing but 
an East India voyage wtnM please ^e; for no other 
reaMa that I can tlmdc o^ but because I had a cousin 
at Bengal, vrkose name was John Steel, in the New 
East India Comjany^B service; the companies at ^at 
time not being umted. 

My father showed a due eare and concern for my 
welfiite, by the manner in whidi he fitted me out; and 
by plentifoUy supplying ne with provisions, clothes, 
and other ntcessaxies for the voyage; besides which, I 
had a eaigo to the value of a hundred pounds, whieh 
was a large trust for a boy of my age. 1 went as 
a passenger, wdl reccnamended to captain William 
Younge, with whom my passage and the freight of my 
cargo were agreed for, ana we soon after embariced. 
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The ship captain Yoimge eommanded in this un- 
fortimaile voyage, was the Degrare, of sm^en hundred 
tons barthen, with fifty.two gttii9. I •halt nol here 
enter into a long detail of any Of the ocmmon oecur* 
rences of the v(^age, or take notice of afty othet tudti" 
dents, tfaatt winrt are absohitely needssatrf to>my preseof 
pciroose; which is a trae and impartial ttkitadiv^ of our 
nard fate at Madagascar i« out rettini hfoneward ; to^ 
ffether wi^ m^ own nnserieS) and tine various tiimf of 
KMtuiie, dming my residence far near fiUMn years, in 
that stfaree known^ ihotigli extensive country. 

Wc poisedtlnvngh tike Downs On t^hpxsiy 19, ittn, 
wiran admiral Bembo^ (whose son, Mr John Benibo> 
w«ig^ Iburtli mat» of oar tsinp^) lay Aete wMi the sqvadf- 
ron of ships uniler h^ eoitiili«0d, bound td the Wedt 
indies, and we staved at Fort Sf. Q^^otige in the Bast 
Indies, in ttiree months and twetity days from the 
Downs, baving^ stopped in ou)f passage one wedb at &e 
Canaties, antd csnie to an anchor in the evening. 
' We hwA oa board Monn^r Lapie, a jeweller, and his 
ton, who Mt out with des^ to settle th^re ; andon^ 
would haf« thought, Imag so neat the end of his voy- 
a^ he had great reosos to hope^ ot raiier to be mo^ 
rally assunKi, that he had obtained hit desire ; the ship 
being^ safb air ftndier witMH Mf a doten miles, and iff 
sipbt of the plaoe^ But how soon d6es Providence 
disappoint us^ and interrupt our designs! What as 
advetve flue diredtd, tt|d accMipaiiied thlsnnhappy 
sfaip,^ and all who wene coneemed in it, Uiongh so^near 
ike accoBipMinieat df their wishes! 

The batge* wasi hoisted oot Ihe next monsing, m ordei 
to pot these unlbrtsnate perions on shofe; the ship 
ikling abottt twd tie*agoes distance. They put off, and 
we did not espeet thdr return till the next day; but 
about eight c^«bel: at night we heard somebody hsnl 
tiie ship ; it surjMrised om- people, but some of them 
soon knew it to be the voice of Joseph Chamberlain, 
one of the barge's crew. They thereupon hoisted out 
ihe pinnace, and rowinj^ towards the voice, found him 
swimming on an oar ; he told us, that as soon as they 
c 2 
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came to the bar, a great sea struck them on the lar* 
board gunnel, and overset them; he knew not what 
became of the rest of the company, and therefore sup- 
posed they were all drowned, for the current set to sea- 
ward ; but he being an experienced swimmer, and with 
the help of one of the boat's oars, which he providen- 
tially found, he made shift to reach within call of the 
ship. We immediately hung a light on the top-mast 
head to g^ide oUiers, if happily any had been like him 
alive swimming ; but not one of them was ever seen, or 
heard of more. Mr John Lapie, his son, and their 
cooky the cockswain, and nine ot the boat's crew, all pe- 
rished through this sad disaster. They had also with 
them very considerable effects in goods, silver, &c. to 
the value of some thousands of pounds. 

Two days after we weighed anchor, and sailed to 
Maslapatan, where we stay& a month, and from thence 
proceeded to Bengal. My cousin hearing of my arrival, 
came on board to see me, and take me and my effects 
on shore with him; but my fiither had a more prudent 
regsurd for my wel&re, than I could be capable of at 
those tender years; my cousin being only a pilot, my 
father desired captain Younge privately to inquire into 
his circumstances, and the character he bore, and in 
case he found him not of sufficient ability, or honesty, 
to be intrusted with me, and my effects, not to let me 
go on shore to him. 

The captain performed the trust my father repoeed in 
him with honour and integrity, and would not permit 
me to go vrith mv kinsman, but took my cargo, dis- 
posed of it himself and bought me a just return in the 
commodities of the country, and would have carried me 
back again according to his contract with my father, 
had Providence so tiiought fit. My cousin soon after 
our arrival, died, and we had a great mortality among 
our ship's «rew; for in nine months' time, we buried 
above forty of our people. The chief mate was the 
first of note, and about a month after him, captain 
Younge himself died of a fever; happy at least in this, 
that he died m peace, and lived not to bear bis share 
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kk the miseries which his son and we afterwards undei^ 
went ; for this son being second mate, and the chief 
mate being already dead^ as also the captain his fathei, 
he became captain of coarse, so that there was slill a 
captaim Younge. 

The only art I attained at Bengal^ and whith proved 
of any eonsidefable service to me afterwards^ was, that 
I here leatnt to s^wim, wluch has two or ^ree times 
since saved m;^ life and liberty* I attained to so great 
a proficiency in tdiat art, by the assistance of my com- 
panions, that k.was a common practice for half-a-doaen 
of lis to tie a rupee s^iece (which is about the value of 
two shillings and suqpence English,) in a handkerc^ef 
round our middles^ and swim four or five miles up or 
down the river for our diversion } and when we came 
on shore, the Gentees^ or Moon, would lend us clothes 
to put on wfeole we stayed; thus we used to sit and 
regale ourselves for a few hours with arrack puneb^ and 
a dinner, and then swim back again. 

Our business btin^ at length fimdied at Bengal, we 
sailed from thence, aiid had at that time about one 
hundred tmd twenty bands on board, besides two wo- 
men and myself and a^ Sew other passengers. As we 
were sotng dew» the rirver^ ama ship ran aground and 
stuck hsi; but there being a very. strong tide, it turned 
her founds and w» 90* off the next hieb vrater without 
ai^ damage, as we hnagioed; but when we canw out 
to sea, she proved so very leaky, diat we were obliged 
to keep two cbai^-pumps continually at work. We 
mere two raenths ia this sad condition; at length we 
reached Mauritius, which is an island in the latitude 
of loi** south, and to the eastward of Madagascar, »- 
habited by the Dutch, who treated us with abundance 
of humanity, and assisted us with whatever was in their 
power. We made a tent on shores iu which we stowed 
ip*at part of oui cargo to search for the leak— but to 
flopurpose. 

Captain Boon, a pirate, had been here about two 
months before, having just then plundered a very rich 
Moorish ship, and taken out of her fifty Lascars, (per 
c 3 
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that is the name by 'which our English seamen distin- 
guish these Moorish people.) Boon lost his own ship 
on this island, and the pirates were glad to mzke a 
small sloop of their long-boat to get off the island with, 
and were therefore glad to leave the Lascars behind 
them. These people we took with us, thinking they 
would be of service, and sa?e our hands from re- 
turning so often to the pump; they having for two 
months before but little rest. 

We found here plenty of good fish, turtle, and goats, 
with some beef; we stayed about a month, and then 
shaped our course directly for the Cape of Good Hope. 

Our leak gained upon us more and more, and it veas 
with great difficulty we kept her above water. Our 
men were all spent with continual labour, pumping 
and bailing night and day; when according to our 
reckoning we were one hundred leagues to the south- 
ward of Madagascar. We heaved overboard several of 
our ffuns and heavy goods to lighten her. The captain 
was for continuing his course to the Cape, but the blip's 
company in general opposed it; being of opinion that 
the^ could not keep her above water long enough, ima- 
gining they were at that time about six hundred leagues 
from it, and but one hundred from Madagascar^ which 
was the nearest land. 

At length they prevailed on the captain, though with 
much difficulty, to put back to Madagascar. The wind 
favouring us, the tnird day in the morning they sent 
me and the captain's boy up to the mast-head to look 
out for land, since nobody else could so well be spared. 
In such apparent danger, my being a passenger was no 
excuse ; and, accordingly, I went up and sat there two 
hours and a half before I could discern any thing like 
land ; and when I first saw it I told my comrade, but 
not being certain, I would not call out, for the case 
was of such importance, that they were not to be trifled 
with, or flattered into vain hopes. However, at length, 
I plainly discovered a white cliff and a smoke at a dis- 
tance from it, whereupon I boldly cried out land ! land ! 

Several immediately ran up the shrouds, and even 
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the captain himself to make his observations. One 
among them knew the land, and said it was Port Dau- 
phine ; and that the king of that part of the island was 
an enemy to all white men, and treated all the Eu- 
ropeans in a most barbarous manner. The reason 
whereof, and a succinct history of king Samuel, (for that 
was his name,) I shall have occasion to mention here- 
after. This information put us into the utmost confu- 
sion and despair, and proved, indeed, our utter ruin. 
The man who made this report, spoke his real senti- 
ments; for they were, indeeo, enemies to the Frendi, 
and had murdered all they could find on the island, in 
revenge for an affront some of that country had formerly 
given to king Samuel, but to no other white men ; so 
that had we put in diere, we had at least saved our 
lives, and some of our cargo; but our &te was fixed, 
and we were destined to be destroyed in the most tra- 
gical manner, and all our endeavours to save our lives 
served only to prolong our misery. 

We durst not put into Port Dauphine, for fear of 
fisdling immediately into the hands ot these revengeful 
and bloody murderers, as we then concluded them to 
be. We could not get to the northward, the wind 
being north-east; neither was there any harbour or 

{)ort to the westward, but what was a week's sail, at 
east, to it! Besides the western shore is very steep. 

Hereupon the captain resolved to steer along the 
western coast, and see if he could find a proper place 
to run her into, or put ashore with safety of our lives. 
At length we drew near the shore, but no place could 
be found; and our hold being now half full of water, 
the men went to the captain and asked him what he 
proposed to do, for the ship could swim no longer. He 
went into the round-house for a few minutes, and when 
he came out, he asked them if they approved of his 
running the ship on shore at all adventures; to which 
they all unanimously agreed, and cried out, " Any thing 
to save our lives." Now here was a sand which ran 
along for two leagues ; we came within a quarter of a 
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mite of the shore, and let go an anchor first without the 
breakers, and then cut down our masts aiid rigging, and 
thret^ our guns and heaviest goods overboard, and 
tried all means tu keep her up tilt we could get on 
shore. Having lost our long-boat and pinnace at Ben- 
gal, we had but one small boat left, rot which reason 
We ma.de a raft ip^ith some planks and yards. 

At that time some of the natives were fishing, whd, 
(feeing us in distress, iUade a smoke to guide dnd invite 
us to shore; but ^e hid entertained such a bad idea of 
theUl, that we could dot teH presently how to determihe, 
thou^ w^ "^tt inibrmed tnese were another princely 
liotnmions. 

We finished the r^t ^at night, and in the morning 
sent Mr Pratt, our chief mate, and four men in the boat 
with a long roper for a wdrp, to fasten on the land. A 
great sea constantly runs here upon the rocks, and be« 
fore diey got to land their boat was staved in pieces; 
howeyer, being, pretty near it, by the help of some of 
the natives, who were negroes, they savea that part of 
thci boat to which the rope was fastened. We had two 
English women on board, one of them would not ven* 
ture on the raft, nOr would the captain, but the other 
Woman, and about forty or fifty of us did. I stript off 
all my clothes, but took two purses of money and a 
silver cup, and tied them fast round my middle; we 
hauled hy the rope towards the shore, but were no 
sooner among the breakers, than the first sea turned the 
raft topsy turvy, and washed us off; some swam to the 
taft again, but were soon washed off, and though th6 
woman was drowning just by me, yet I could not save 
her. I sunk under every wave, and with great difficulty 
got on shore, as did every one else that were on the 
raft, but the woman. There was such a surf ran, and 
the sea broke so high, that we durst not venture out 
with the raft again; which the captain perceiving, or- 
dered the cable to be cut, and let tne ship drive nearer 
the land, where she soon beat to pieces. The captain 
got on shore with his father's heart in his hand, which^ 
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according to his request, when dying, was put into a 
bottle in order to be brought to England, and buried at 
Dover. 

At length they all got on shore on pieces of the ship, 
planks, £c, two men only excepted, who were drowned, 
and the woman before-mentioned. The other woman 
escaped, though she was so full of water as well as some 
others, that we were obliged to roll and rub them well, 
to make thera disgorge the water ; we laid them also 
before a great fire made for that purpose, and in a little 
time they revived. We were, in all, above one hundred 
and sixty, including the Lascars. 

The country began now to be alarmed, and we had 
already two or three hundred negroes flocking round 
us, pid^ing up several pieces of silk and fine <Sicoes ; 
the muslin they had little or no regard for. Our goods 
were driven ashore in whole bales, for what with salt- 
petre and other things, we reckoned there might be 
three hundred tons left, after all that was thrown over- 
board at sundry times before. 

One of the negroes brought an ox to us, and inti- 
mated, by signs, that we should kill him; but we made 
signs to them again to shoot him for us, we having no 
ammunition ; when one of them perceived this, he lent 
us' his gun ready charged, and with it one of our men 
shot the bullock dead on the spot. 

It was extremely shocking to see the negroes cut the 
beast, skin, and flesh together, and sometimes the guts 
too, then toss them into the fire, or ashes, as it happened, 
and eat them half roasted. I shuddered for fear they 
should devour us in like manner, for they seemed to me 
to be a kind of cannibals, of whom I had heard very 
dreadful stories. Every thing, in short, appeared hor- 
rible to nature, and excited in us the most dismal 
apprehensions. 

If I here discovered some greater concern than be- 
came a man, I hope my tender years, my little know- 
ledge, and less experience, will plead in my behalf. 
This tragical scene made such a deep impression on 
me, that as often as it occurs to my mind, I start, and 
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jam sboclced with th^ frightful remembrance. If ny 
observations are not so mstny, or so just and judidnob 
as they should be, they must be considered as the fa- 
flections of a youth, and not of a man; for as I grew 
in years, it will appear I increased in knowledge aad 
courage, was capable of making more solid remarks^ 
and aJso of engaging in more bold smd haBaxdoos 
adventures. 

While die negroes were busy in opening onir balet 
and taking what they liked best, I observed seveial of 
them regarded the iron Aey found, much more than all 
those goods we looked upon at valuable, and took a 
ffreat deal of puns to break all such pieces of timbet as 
had iron in mem, I broke open mv chest and took om 
only one suit of dothes, leaving the rest to those who 
had most mind to them« 

We remained thus two days and nights widioot 
coming to any final resdulion, not knovnag what to da. 
We were told Port Dai^hkie was but sixty miles ftom 
us, but the idea we had entertained of their being such 
a barbarous people, pretented our going thither^ but 
this debate was soon pat an end to by the dean (or as 
our English sailMS call him king) oi that part of the 
country. 

For the next evening about nine o'dodi, we heatd a 
man call out <' Halloo," at a great distance, like an Bng* 
liriiman,. as he proved to be, who, being immediately 
^msweied^ came nearei^ and asked who we vrere; We 
told him the crew of an English East India ship, whidi 
proved so leaky^ that we were obliged to run bei in 
aere, as the first lamd we could make for the preserva- 
tion of our lives. Hereupon he came to us^ and at our 
request sat dovm with us ny our fire^ and told the cap- 
lain that the kmg had sent him to inform us we had 
no reason to be under any fearful apprehensaons, though 
yre were in a strange countryy and that he would come 
down himself the next day to pay us a visit* The cap- 
tain desired him U> give us what account he could of 
the country and the natives, said, also to inform us how 
he came there. We all crowded about him, not so 
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much out of a spirit of curiosity as to be able, by his re- 
lation, to form a better judgment of our happy or un- 
happy situation. The circumstances of his story were 
so very remarkal^, and of so great importance to us, 
that I dare say I can repeat them almost in his own 
words, which were as follows : — 

^ I am an Englishman, bom in the county of Mid- 
dlesex; my parents, and eveiy body who sAiould have 
taken care of me, being dead, I went to sea Tery young. 
My first voyage was to the West Indies, but as* I found 
little or BO encouragement Uiere, I resoWed to take a 
trip to the East ladies, and in my passage thither, our 
ship was taken by a pirate about a hundred leagues 
to the eastward of this island ; they plundered her of 
M her rigging, ammunition, and provbions; they took 
me and nine more out of her, and then left the ship. 
During the time I was with them, they took several 
rich prizes, and since there was no possibility of avoid- 
ing it, I seemingly approved of all they did, and made 
one amongst tiiem. Whenever we wanted refreshments, 
we resorted to tiiis island, where we seldom ^ed of a 
supply. However, I soon grew weary of these piratical 
prooeedings, and being at anchor in Mattatan Road, 
vrfaere the canoes eamt off as usual to sell us rice, 
plantaios, n^, tad honey, he., tor our boat could not 

f> ashore, sack a great tea breaking upon the strand; 
took this iBitvewrable opportunity to feign myself very 
sick and weaic, and accordingly sent word to the cap- 
tain, {whose name I must not divulge, being sworn to 
the contrary,) of my ill state of faealts; and thereupon^ 
I entreated him to let me go on aliore, in hope the 
bod air might refresh me, to which request he readily 
consented. I dressed myself, tmd took with me as 
much gold and other valuable things as I could possibly 
put into my podcets; but intrusted no one with my 
secret resolution, since there was not a man on board 
who showed die least inclination to leave their dan- 
geroM and villainous engagements. I stepped into the 
canoe with all the satisfaction imaginable, thinking 
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myself much more happy in this country, barbarous and 
savage as it is, than witn my former wicked companions. 
The captain, indeed, sent a canoe for me, but as I sent 
word that I was not capable of going to sea any more, 
he never sent again. 

After I had been here about three months, captain 
Drummond, a Scotchman, came ip a merchant ship, to 
trade about the island; but in less than three days 
after his arrival, a pirate took him as he rode at anchor : 
however, he gave captain Drummond his own long- 
boaty and a few necessaries. One captain Stewanl 
being with captain Drummond, the pirate permitted 
him and three or four more hands to go ashore ; and 
as the sea, at that time, was very calm, they all landed 
very safe. Here was at the same time anoUier English- 
man and his wife, who came from Sancta Maria, who 
were companions for me. When we saw the long- 
boat come on shore, and the ship sail away, we guessed 
how the case stood, and went to meet them, and gave 
them a friendly invitation to our cottages, which were 
a mile from the seaside. My companion and his wife 
were, I own, better provided to entertain them than 
myself. However, as we could all speak enough of the 
country language to deal with the natives for what we 
wanted, we were very serviceable to our new comers. 

Captain Drummond being very much dejected at 
the loss of his ship, and his melancholy situation, 
resolved, if possible, to get to St Augustine's Bay, 
which is a place where ships frequently come to get 
water and iresh provisions. He asked us if we were 
willing to go with him, to which proposition we readily 
assented. In a week's time we had got provisions 
enough, such as beef, rice, water, and fuel ; and got 
' our long-b<Mit in good repair. We were nine in all 
with my companion's wife, and a negro. 

For uree or four days we sailed along the shore, 
and got to the southwam of Port Dauphine, but at last 
the wind shifted, and blowed so hard we could sail no 
longer; so that in short, we drove on shore vrithin three 
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or fimr leagues. of the place where we are at present. 
We sared all our IWes, with our money, guns, powder, 
shot, &c. but the long-boat was staved in pieces. 

The natives, who Uved near the sea, perceiving our 
distressed condition, came down to succour us, and 
carried us up to their town ; for they found we had a 
smattering of their language ; and as we had a negro 
with us they were no way afraid, though they never 
saw any white men before : nay, they were so civil, 
that we wanted for nothing with which they could 
assist us. However, they soon sent up into the country 
to inform their dean, or king, of our arrival ; who sent 
his son, and a commanding officer with i^ty men to 
bring us up before him. Though they were ail armed 
with guns and lances, yet we refused to go with them, 
and were as resolute as we durst be in opposing them : 
,but they soon made themselves masters of our ammo^ 
nition. 

Captain Drummond was for defending ourselves to 
the last extremity, and not to deliver up our arms ; but 
being fully persuaded, that it was impossible to get off 
from them by force, on account of their number, I 
advised him to comply ; and see if we could not obtain 
our desires by softer measures. We told them we 
desired to go to Port Dauphine, (St Augustine's Bay 
being too &c for us to travel by land,) but in short, 
we could not prevail ; for they obliged us to go with 
them. 

We made it three days* journey to the place of their 
king*s residence: when we came there, and were car- 
ried before him, he was drinking tpake, (which is made 
of honey and vrater like mead ;) his sons and generals 
were with him, and all perfectly merry. He asked 
captain Drummond to drink, but the captain, pretend- 
ing to be sick, refused it. I was their interpreter ; the 
king bid me tell him, he should want for nothing the 
country afforded. The captain desired I would return 
for answer, that as he wanted to be in his own countiy> 
he begged he might be permitted to go where we migrit 
get shipping. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



26 THE ADVENTURES OP 

Go this the king, with « stem aspect, replied, let die 
etpHun be iDftofmed. if he does not know whem he is 
wdl used, I do ; there are sereral kings on this island, 
who have white men among them, and why shall not 
I ? Since our gods ha;fe l^en so good as to send you 
here* you ihall never go with my consent^ as long as 
I govern here. 

Upon this, captain Drummond's colour rose, and 
looking steraty at the king, let him know (said he to 
me) tMA had I suspected tids beforehand, be should 
never have seen my &oe alive ; I would have sent some 
lOf their bl^ souls to hell. It is aot their gods but 
fortune that has put me into his power, and the same 
fortune may again deUver me out of it* Hereupon he 
got up witho«t taking his leave, and went to our cot- 
tage. I stayed long enough to tell the king what he 
hm said, and without waiting for an answer, got up, 
and followed the cq)tain. 

The king seeing captain Druaomond go away in a 
passion, in order to appease him, sent one of his g^ie- 
rals with an ox for Its to kill ; and desired the captain 
to midce himself easy, since both he and his friends 
shoold he well provided for; if we could eat an ok 
iBvery 4ay ws should be welcome to it. The captain 
aemt my companioQ's wifie^ whose name was Deude, 
with a comptimeot to the king, and to return him 
thanks for m caie he took to provide. so pleatifblly 
for our support ; but withal to tell him, we did not 
think life worih preserving without the fireedom of 
eigoying it ; aqd it we were not permitted to go home 
to our nativie country, no indulgence whatsoever could 
make us easy. 

In this state we ooatisued about a fortnight, before 
we ma^e any attempt to escape; but at last, considering 
we ^ere about five days' journey from Port Dauphine, 
we agreed to go thither; to steal away by night, and 
get what pvovisioa we thought proper : as to ammu- 
Dition, or arms, we had none, nor coidd we get any : 
exoeot that my companion had two pocket pistols, 
whioi the natives had not discovered when they 
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plundered ns; and the country being woody, we 
thought we should be able to conceal ourtehes well 
(Enough. 

According to this resolutJdtf, on a ttroonlight night, 
we got Out bf the town undiscorered ; and "#efe soon 
among the thieketsr. By dsiyUgbt, however, (hey missed 
Us ; and tbe news being caitira to tne kiug, be ordered 
tis to be pursued. They sobu tracked us, fbr our shoes 
distinguished our footing, and came up with us before 
night; but as tiiev knew we had nothing to defend 
ourselves, they did not dfFer any vicAence to Us ; but 
6hly told us we must go back with them to their king. 
Caiptain Drumrntoud peremptdrily declared, that we 
WouVd not go bade. When they saw our resolutfon, 
and Iftat fidr words were ineflectual, they then took 
hold of us. 'tAf comtianion, not httiug his hands 
Secured, took out his pistols, tmd wounded o^e- of 
them. They seemied eiirdged: set this actiori, hot^rer 
they did nodiitig more than bihd 6s, tilt they h^ ttiiidei 
a strict search for more pistols ; but finding no more, 
they marched back with us to their king. As soon ai 
he saw us, be Iboked tipo^ uk with si ftoy^fdrit and me- 
Aaeing' aspect, and halvmg but otf^ eye and Siin jaWiSj 
his cbtttitenance sfeetttesl still more tehible. He bit! 
me tell tlie cajrtain and all of them, t!ttit if ever kd 
offered to ruu 2t&iiy ilgatn, bb wduld makie us dedrly 
repent it. As to the mau who was wounded, thodffh 
we wete apprehetrSite of bdilg called to accdutt fot it, 
neither he nor aiiy bue efee S&id any thing about the 
matter. 

This vir^s about two months agO; sinds thtlt tiihe 
nothhig remarkslbTe has happen^, till yesterday news 
came of your being cast stway ; iknd the kidg imme- 
diately ordered me doWn With the message I have 
ddivered to you fi^m him. My friends are guarded 
for fear th^y shoutd mak^ their escape, and come to 
you ; as fbr iny own part, I endeavour to sooth him 
and tell him I will remain with him as long as I live ; 
and he puts some confidence in me. This, sir, is a 
short, but true narrative of the miseries and misfbrtunes 
d3 
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Yie are under ; and which, I am afraid, will be more 
now our numbers are increased. 

Sam having made an end of his story, to which every 
body listened with the utmost attention, we parted and 
went with heavy hearts to our respective quarters, 
which were under the bushes. It was very late, and 
we endeavoured to repose ourselves as well as we 
could ; the pieces of muslin served us to spread on the 
ground for beds ; but as for my own part, I could not 
close my eyes to rest. I now began to reflect on my 
former obstinacy and perverseness ; the thought of my 
tender mother's begging me on her knees not to go to 
sea, gave me the most distracting torture. I could 
now see my error and repent ; but who could I blame 
but myself? Here were many poor men, who had no 
other way to live ; but I was reduced to no such ne- 
cessity : I ran headlong into misery, and severely felt 
the effects of it. Tears I shed in plenty ; but could 
not with any justice, complain of fate or Providence ; 
for my punishment was but the natural result of my 
own ill conduct. 

We were all up by daylight, and most of my fellow- 
sufferers got as little rest as I ; for the man's relation 
had made us give over all hopes of relief, and nothing 
but sorrow, distress, and despair appeared in all its dis- 
mal forms in each man's &ce, according to his different 
constitution. We could save neither arms nor ammu- 
nition, the want of which completed our ruin } for 
near one hundred and seventy of us would have made 
our way through that part of the country we wanted to 
travel, had we but wnerewithal to defend ourselves ; 
but fate had ordained it otherwise, which was in all 
respects as bad as bad could be. So that we had 
only our lives left us, for no other purpose than to be 
conscious of pain, misery, and perpetual slavery; 
which was no more than we could reasonably expect. 

About one o'clock in the afternoon, the ling came 
down with about two hundred negroes. They brought 
no fire-arms with them, lest we should seize them by 
force ; but they were armed with lances. As soon as 
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ire saw them approaching us, we all stood together in 
a body, with oUr captain at the head of as. Wheh 
ihey drew near, he called Safn, which was the man's 
hame he sent to us, and a^ed htm, who was our cap- 
tain ? As soon as he was informed, he came up to 
him and took him by the haind, and said in a fiimillat 
ifttaioner, ^ salamonger, captain ;'' whidi is a term of 
salutation, much tike oor saying ^ yovrr serrant, sir.** 
ITie captain returned the compliment; Sam having 
informed htm before in what nmnnef he should behare 
himself to the king. His majesty browbt with him 
lour large bullodis, sit calabashes of toaf e^ ten baskets 
6f potatoes^ and ten pots of bon^ ; all whidi he pre- 
teiMed to our captain, and g^w us moreover two oi 
three earthen pots to dress onr vietoals in : we imme« 
dtately roasted tiie potatoes. He stayed two honiiS 
with us, before he Withdt^w to the cottage, where he 
proposed to lodge that night ; and asked several ques^ 
t ions about our ship, and the manner of her being lost* 
He told the cantain he was heartily sorry for his mis* 
fortunes, though in my epinlon that was nothing but a 
compliinent ; for as I found afterwards, he was more 
brutish and dishonest, thiain most of the other kings on 
the Island; and his whole nation was clothed fot 
many years out of the effects they saved from our 
wreck. A t this time he took no notice to onr captain of 
carrying us up to his own residence. 

lie next morning he paid us another visit, and then 
he told us that he expected we shonkl prepare to go 
along with him to his town ; and there we should 
want for nothing the country could afibrd ns. Captain 
Younge ordered the interpreter to acquaint the king, 
that he returned him a thousand thanks for the civilities 
he had already received ; and that he vras not only 
linable to make hita satisfaction, but very unwilling to 
put him to further trouble, and charge of maintaining 
so great a number of people. The king replied, that 
if we were as many more he should not think us either 
a burthen or a charge ; since he should lode upon it as 
an honour to have so many white men in his dominions. 
03 
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The captain, by this last artful speech, perceived his 
whole intention ; which shocked him to that degree, 
that he could scarce tell what to say to him ; but after 
a little reflection, and looking wishfully on Sam, he 
directed him to say that we have wives, children, and 
relations, who are impatient to see us, and we are as 
desirous of seeing them ; that it was impossible for us 
to live here always ; and for that reason, we begged he 
would i>ermit us to go to some port where we might 
meet with ships and return to our native country. 
The king paused awhile before he made any reply ; 
but at length he ordered Sam to tell us, that we should 
stay in his country till some ships should come there 
to trade; and that then we snould go home. The 
captain knowing there was no port in his dominions, 
nor any harbour for a ship to put into, took it to be 
artifice all, and a mere compliment, for we might stay 
for ever before a ship came there with the view he 
proposed. He therefore desired Sam to tell him he 
would think of it, and return an answer the next day ; 
upon this the king departed and gave us no farther 
trouble at that time. 

As soon as he was gone the captain called us all 
together, and in a very pathetic speech addressed him- 
self to us in the following manner :— '^ I am now on an 
equality with the meanest man here present, my. 
fortune is as low and my life is as little to be regarded : 
I do not pretend, therefore, to command, but to con- 
sult with you what is most expedient to be done in 
the present unhappy situation of our affairs. How- 
ever,** said he, " I am happy in this, that though my 
life and liberty are lost as well as yours, yet this mis- 
fortune is not any ways chargeable on me, for I would 
rather have kept on my coui»> to the Cape of Good 
Hope, and relied on Providencd in a leaky ship, than 
put in here, but you strenuously opposed it ; for death, 
in my opinion, is to be preferred to our present slavery, 
and the consequences that will naturally attend it. 
In death our sorrows will have an end, but now, who 
can tell the troubles and torments we shall yet undergo ; 
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(at this the tears stood in his eyes.) Consider, geii- 
tiemen/' said he, ''we have neither arms nor am- 
munition wherewith to defend ourselves; and I have 
endeavoured to prevail on the king to give us a passage 
through his country to a seaport, but in vain ; thidc 
of it, therefore," says he, "and consult your own 
safety as well as you can ; be but of one mind, and I 
am ready to comply with any thing you would have 
me: as for my own life, I set no vsdue upon it; it 
would not now be worth preserving, but for the hopes 
I have of being serviceable to my friends. Remember 
I must return an answer to-morrow morning, and I 
will advise nothing, nor do any thing without your 
concurrence/* 

We went together and consulted, as the captain 
advised, and came soon, to an agreement; for the 
matter in debate lay within a small compass ; the king 
had refused to give us leave to go to a seaport, and 
we had no arms to fight and force our way, if we could 
have found it ; we therefore determined to go quietly 
up the country vdth the king, to the place of his 
residence, where we were in hopes of seeing and con- 
versing with captain Drummond, captain Steward, 
and the other people, who (being gallant and cou- 
rageous men, and by this time somewhat acquainted 
with the natives) might probably be capable of giving 
us more proper and seasonable advice. 

We then acquainted the captain with our resolution, 
and he seemed to be very well contented with it ; fop 
indeed, he lyas not over solicitous what became of 
nimself since he had in so unhappy a manner lost his 
ship and fortune, and despaired of ever getting off the 
jsland. 

Next morning the king paid the captain a visit; 
they saluted each other in their usual manner, and sat 
down together upon the sand, whilst we all stood round 
them; soon after the king ordered Sam to ask the 
captain if he was ready to go, for it would be best ta 
walk in the cool of the morning and rest at noon. 
The captain observed that he did not ask whether he 
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was inclined to go or not, as might reasionaMy be 
ekpetttA since he {Nretended to give him time to eoo^ 
sider of It, but peranptonly asked, if he was ready to 

go-. 

As the captain saw tiiere was no avoidinig it, and 
having our consent, it signified nothing to depute it; 
so he told him we were reeldy to watt on him when he 
pleased. At this the long seemed fully satisfied, and 
ordered S^bn to tell Us he would breakfast fkst aad 
advised us to do so too^ that ^ might be the better 
enabled to pedcxrm our journey. 

We had little satisfaction, however, in eating ani 
drinking, espeidall^ since &e hour was conw iu wbleli 
we were obhged to leave the seaside ; anfd it gaUed us 
severely to £ink how we were forced up the country 
like a flodt of lAieep, at the pleasure of a parcel oif 
barbarous negroes, without anj power to ms^e terms 
for ourselves Eke men. Some cursed and others be- 
wailed their iMfd fortune, nor were reflections wanting ; 
for my own palrt, though I could not, at that time, see 
any t^asoii fdr cottiplaint, yet I have since thought 
that our captain was yoimg, and had not so lUuch 
eiperience ats his fether, who would not have put to 
sea from Mauritius in a leaky vessel, but have taken 
out the company's car^ and left it there, till another 
iAap hsA been sent for it, and saved idl our Uvea; h!ow« 
ever Providence ordained it otherwise. 

The king ient, and the word was given id maith. 
I was ready in am instant> for I carried nothing wi^ 
rne but v^hat I brought ashore; but many of our 
people took pieces of silk and fine calico. We as- 
sembled togetner, and went to see the place Vtrhere the 
]!ing*s tent was pitched. We were no sooner come^ 
than he w^ for marching. We left the sea with heavy 
hearts, looking very wishfully back as long as wis 
could discern it; and as oft as we did, vre ofaeerved 
the negroes hftrd at work, breakiUg up our bales, and 
enriching themselves with the plunder of our goods ; 
in short, they were so busy that but few went back 
tvith the king. 
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Our people were but ill-disposed for travellingy since 
every body was tired with working,. and want of rest ; 
many were lamed with hurts received in getting oa 
shore ; some were also without shoes, and most of us 
had but bad ones ; then again, the country near the 
seaside and some few miles further, is full of short 
underwood and thorny shrubs, which tore our clothes 
to rags, for the path was very narrow, and before this 
accident but little frequented; the ground also was 
sandy, so that when the sun was advanced pretty high, 
it scorched our feet to that degree that we were scarcely 
able to walk. 

About noon we came to one of their small mean 
villages, consisting of about eight or ten houses, or 
rather huts, for they were not above six or seven feet 
high, and about eight or nine feet in length, and their 
doors not above three or four feet high ; our people 
crept into these hovels to rest, and to see what they 
coiUd meet with to refresh themselves. Some found 
honey, others milk, and others beef, for the king had 
given us free permission to take what eatables soever 
came to hand. The inhabitants were all absent, the 
men at the seaside making advantage of our wreck, 
and the women and children fled into the woods at 
our approach. We passed several of these poor vil- 
lages, but saw few of the people. Here we reposed 
ourselves till the heat abatea, wnen we made ourselves 
but a poor compensation by robbing them of their trifles, 
while they were enriching themselves with our most 
valuable commodities ; however, I observed some of 
our people found a secret pleasure in gratifying their 
resentment. 

In the cool of the evening we marched again, and 
in a little time came to a more open and better road. 
As we were now some miles from the sea the king left 
us, and went before to his seat, leaving us to march at 
our leisure ; having before taken care that we should 
not want provisions, and left his chief officer (whom I shall 
call his general) strict orders to supply us with whatevec 
we wanted, and what the country would aflbid 
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At night we came to another of these Ihtle villa^, 
where we killed a tmlloclc, and got a few ear£en 
pots to co<)k otir meat in ; the water was very thick 
and nasty, they having none but what they filched at 
a great distance out of holes and pits in tlie woods, 
and kept in calabashes, or long tubs, which hold about 
four or five gallohs each ; however it served our pur- 
pose, for at that time we w^re n6t very curious. W^ 
reposed oiirselves on the ground in nie best manner 
we could, and rose the nett morning by daylight We 
had beef for our bre^ftst i^ithout aiiy bread or roo6i 
in the room of it smd our meat was full of sand ; bow^ 
ever, eating and dHnk1t% waS the least of our concern 
at thrtit time. We passed this dat much after the mm6 
manner as the day btfdr^, with this differeKce onl^^ 
that those who wtoted shoes were s^dly haTaStod in 
the woods. 

On the ^ird day of our nisirch We ektti^ ta dot 
joame5r*s end ; we -Wet^ obliged t6 walk rtuA hst^ 
thah either of the two former, havhig more git>mtid tb 
traverise and h!s^ time to do it in, for w« Were Ordered 
to be at the king*s tbwn before sunset. I missed otie 
of my purses in this day's jouriiey, but the Ibss of it 
was ndt of any grekt iitxpotiknte to ihe at that thni*, 
for it wottid have beeii of Kttle stervice to me had I 
kept4t ; but th^ loss Of a medal afterwards whidi vAf 
dear mother ha^ pres^ni^ me as H testiinotiy 6f 
her lov6, and a tOk6n to remehib^r her, inn bO moA 
addition to my other misfortune^. 

The residence of this king is abotrt fifty miles froni 
the seaside, fori reckoil we might travel sixteen or 
seventeen miles a day. It stands in a wood secured 
with trees all round ft, which Seem to have been 
planted there when very young ; th6y gto# very regular 
and tall, and so dose together, that a small dbg caniiot 
pass between them, 'fiiey are likiewise armed wiA 
large strong thorns, so that there is tto breaking through 
or climbing over them. There are but two passages or 
gates, which are so narrow that two only can go 
abreast ; one of these is to the northward, and mt 
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Other to the southward ; the whole is about a mile in 
cireutaference. 

When we came near our journey's end we halted, 
whilst Sam went to inform the king of our arrival. We 
were ordered to wait tali he was ready for our recep- 
tion ; our ca^in too put us into the best form be 
could, ordering all our baggage and such things as 
our people brought with them, to be lodged under a 
tamarina tree, and three or four Lascars to look after 
them. Ho soon «ent for us, and we marched in order 
by fours. The king was sitting on a mat, cross-legged, 
in the open air, just before the door of his palace, with 
a gun leaning on his shoulder, and a brace of pistols 
ly^ by his side ; his sons and kinsman sat m the 
Msae manner on the ground on each hand of him, 
firmed with guns «md lances ; the natives joined them 
on bo& sides, and formed together a semicircle ; most 
of these were lUc^wise fiimished with guns and lances. 
There were mats spread from one end of the peoj^ 
to the other for us to sit on, so that when we had 
ipined them, the assembly was almost a eiccular form. 
We were somewhat eoncemed to see them all .thus 
in arms, till Sam informed us, that they never go from 
one house to another without them. 

As soon as we were seated, the king (hy Sam) 
asMured the captain he was welcome, and sent for ten 
oalabiohes of toake, six he gave to our people, three 
to his own, and one he reserved for our captaon ;and 
himself. He tdso sent for captain Drummond, eaptain 
^^wiml, aB4 the rest of their company. Captaiii 
Younge arose to salute them, and after the usual oom- 
j^ments were peased, the captains sat down together. 
The Idn^ ordeted a eervant to pour out some toake 
lAlo a elean e^tften cup wiuch he kept for hts 
own use, and drank it up widiout drinkinff to any 
body, but oNlered some more to be iKMired out for 
our captain in another cup, but as it was dirty he 
refused it. The king asked Sam the reason ^ it, who 
told him the truth, so the king sent a man immediately 
to wash it. The captain, indeed, expected to be 
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served out of the king*s cup, but Sam informed him, 
that neither black nor iivhite, nor even his wives or 
children, ever drank out of his cup ; and this is the 
general custom of the country. 

When I saw the servant returping with the cup our 
captain had refused, I took out my silver one, and 
presented it to him ; after we had all drank out of it, the 
xing desired to see it, and was so wonderfully pleased 
with it that he desired to keep it. But the captain 
informed him that it was none of his, but belonged to 
a lad that was behind him. I called to Sam and 
desired him to acquaint the king, that since so many 
people had drank out of it, I humbly conceived it 
could not be fit for. his use. At this he and the people 
round him laughed heartily. He ordered me to stand 
up that he might see me ; however I saved mv cup 
this time. Night drawing on he withdrew, orderuig us 
a bullock for our supper. Notwithstanding his court- 
eous reception of us, he would not trust us all to lie 
within the gates of the iovm ; our captain, Mr Prat, 
our chief mate, Mr Bembo, our second mate, and my- 
self, were the only persons that were so far indulged. 
We had a hutch ordered us next to captain Drummond 
and his companions, but the rest of the people lay 
without the gates under the trees. 

In this manner we lived for some few days ; what 
particular atnusements some of our people found out 
to pass away their tedious hours I know not, but there 
occurred to me in afiair isi a most agreeable and sur- 
prising nature, which some Vould have improyed, and 
made use of to advantange. 

This king had a daughter about thirteen or fourteen 
years of age who would talk to me sometimes an hour 
or two together, though I did not comprehend one. 
word she said. Though she seemed to ,be very desirous 
I should know her meaning, yet she was very modest, 
and used no indecent gestures to intimate any vicious 
inclinations, neither did I entertain any idea of an 
intrigue, so that our conversation on my side ain^d at 
nothing ; this she at length perceived, and sent Sam to 
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roe one day to desire I would come to ber nurse's 
house where she was educated, and partake of a small 
entertainment. I went along with him, and as soon 
as we entered I found a mat spread on one side of 
the house, on which she desirea us to seat ourselves, 
and ordered one of her attendants to boil some guinea 
com and milk and roast some beef. She sat down 
over against me, and though I had no notion of love, 
. yet I could not help observing a particular softness in 
the tone of her voice ; and when she inquired of STam 
about our misfortunes, she showed abundance of con- 
cern for us; and looked at me with a more than 
common pleasure, as people of taste do at pictures 
which please them ; and, in short, stared me almost out 
of countenance. I imagined she was resolved to know 
me again, by her narrow observance of every motion. 
She was extremely courteous and obliging, and often 
sighed with pity at the sense she seemed to have of our 
deplorable condition. I looked upon her as a good- 
natured creature, and that curiosity more than love had 
made her fond of conversing with a white man, which 
is a novelty in their country. 

We were just entering into the best part of the con- 
versation, and our interpreter had begun, at her request, 
to acquaint me veith the reason of her extraordinary 
complaisance and observance of me, when her mother 
came to the door, and desired her to take a walk with 
her without the gates to see the white men. I was a 
little nettled at this interruption, and she seemed n^uch 
more concerned at it herself; however it would have 
been an act of the highest disobedience in her to have 
refused her moUier's request ; so she complied with a 
seeming readiness, and we returned. 

Sam told me he had private orders from her to in- 
form me, that she was in love with me ; but laid her 
commands upon him to say nothing of it to any person 
whomsoever, either white or black. I was strangely 
startled at this open declaration, and that this was the 
private motive that induced her to be fond of my com- 
pany and conversation. Since I came to be a man, I 

£ 
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have stood astonished at my own stupidity in putting 
a modest young lady of her birth and character to the 
mortification of acquainting me with her love, and ex- 
posing herself to the censures of another man. I have 
nothing to plead in my excuse^ but that being a lad 
scarce sixteen years of age, the discovery of so import- 
ant a secret created in me more fear than affection ; lest 
the consequences of so dangerous an afiair might prove 
fatal to me. She sent again for me that very night, and 
I attended her accordingly ; and behaved myself with 
all the decency and good manners, as common prudence 
and gpratitude for her civilities obliged me to. I knew 
she was the king's darling, and therefore dreaded to dis- 
oblige her, lest she might tell her father what story she 
thought proper and destroy me in a moment. At length 
I "perceived she was equally afraid of her father's know- 
ledge of her passion ; so that I looked upon, myself in 
danger on both sides : for which reason, when Sam in- 
formed me that she desired my company again the next 
night, I pretended to be very sick and unable to go 
abroad ; so that this affair, which might have proved 
highly agreeable to some warmer persons, proved to 
me, in the circumstances I was then, a matter of vexa- 
tion and fetigue ; but two days after, our amour, if I 
m^ call it so, was totally disconcerted. 

£lvery morning we went, as was expected, in a body 
to visit the king ; but one morning he ordered Sam to 
inform us, that he had an inveterate enemy to the west- 
ward, who had hitherto proved too powerful for him ; 
but since his gods had been so indulgent as to send 
some white men into his dominions, he would embrace 
so favourable an opportunity once more to try his 
strength with our assistance ; but in the mean time he 
should be obliged to distribute us among his -sons, who 
lived at distant towns, not only for the convenience of 
providing for such a number of us, (there not being 
room enough in this town,) but to ease himself of a 
charge which was too great and burthensome for him to 
support alone. He also sent to me this night to beg the 
silver cup beforementioned, with which request (know- 
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ingit was in his power to take it by force if he thought 
fit) I readily complied. This unexpected separation was 
a terrible blow to us, and we returned to our cpttages 
with heavy hearts, well knowing, if we could not find 
out some way to prevent it, there were no hopes of ever 
getting off the island. 

Hereupon the three captains, viz. Drummond, Stew- 
ard, and i ounge, with some of the chief of our people, 
entered immediately into a consultation about wnat was 
proper to be done in this emergency; and to make 
some bold attempt for our lives and liberty. Captain 
Drummond, as 1 heard afterwards, was Uie man who 
proposed to take the king prisoner ; and by that means 
to make their own terms with the natives. Now cap- 
tain Drummond and some others were men of experience 
and undaunted resolution : cur captain, indeed, had 
courage enough, but he was tpo young. However, the 
proposition was universally approved of, and the time 
and manner of the execution was fixed. I was too 
young to be admitted as one of' the council ; therefore 
I shall not pretend to relate what reasons were produced 
either for, or against the proposal ; though I was told 
afterwards : that night, however, I was wholly ignorant. 
I observed captain Younge and Mr Bembo to talk with 
great earnestness, but in whispers, and with the utmost 
precaution. As I was then a stranger to that design I 
slept soundly, till I was roused in the morning by a 
great and sudden noise in the town^ occasioned by the 
plot being put into execution. Our people went, as 
usual, betimes in the morning to pay their compliments 
to the king; and whilst some of them were at the 
princess house the signal was given by one of captain 
Drummond's men firing a pistol ; at which the king was 
seized, and his son at the same instant. 

This instantly alarmed the whole town. I started up 
without my shoes, being frighted at the sudden outcry. 
Not knowing what was the matter, and seeing the 
negroes flocking out of the town, I ran with them, till 
I was taken notice of by one of our men, who called me 
back ; and I was as much amazed as the natives to see 
t.2 
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the king, his consort, and one of his sons, with their 
hands tied behind them, nnder the guard of our people. 
They soon plundered the king's mansion-house, and 
every other place where they could find any agreeable 
plufider. We happened to find about thirty small arms, 
a small quantity of powder and shot, and a few lances. 
The natives (as I observed before) ran out of the town, 
but they did it with no other view than to procure 
assistance; for they soon alarmed the country, and 
returned with great numbers from all the adjacent 
towns; and immediately besieged us. They fired in 
upon us, and wounded one of our men in the groin ; on 
wWh captain Younge ordered Sam to tell the king if 
they fired any more they would kill him that very mo- 
ment. The king hearing their resolution, called to his 
men, and desired them to desist if they had a mind to 
save his life. 

This attempt, indeed, was bold and hazardous, and 
some perhaps may censure it as criminal ; I shall not 
say much in its defence : but since I have arrived to 
years of maturity, I cannot forbear reflecting that if 
nature, even in a christian country, will rebel against 
principle, what will it not do for lue and liberty under 
the tyranny and oppression of a barbarous and savage 
nation! 

However, at length we put ourselves in a posture of 
defence and marched out of the town. Six men under 
arms marched in the front, and in the body where the 
king was, six went armed before him and six behind ; 
three before his son and three behind him; and six 
brought up the rear, in which were the Lascars. Cap- 
tain Younge, out of compassion, would have released 
the queen, and let her go wherever she pleased, but she 
would not abandon her husband. 

We had not gone above four miles on our march, be- 
fore our wounded companion fainted ; and not being 
able to carry him off, we were forced to leave him by 
the side of a pond of water; where, as I was afterwards 
informed, they soon put him out of his pain, by striking 
their lances into several parts of his body. Having 
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marched about two or three miles farther, we got out of 
the woods, and found ourselves in a spacious, open plain, 
where we could see all around us ; and soon found that 
our enemies were not only near, but numerous, and 
threatened immediately to attack us. We faced toward^ 
them, our armed men being in the front, with the king 
bound before them, Sam was ordered at the same time 
to tell him, that our design was not to hurt either him 
or his son, nor to carry them into their enemies' country, 
but only to detain tlJem as hostages for our safeguard 
while we passed through his dominions; and that as 
soonr as we came to the borders of Port Dauphine, we 
would let them go again, and give them back the arms 
and ammunition we had taken from them ; but if the 
least violence were offered to us we would sacrifice then» 
both; and this we desired him to tell his people. . 

Hereupon he called one of his generals to him^ 
assuring him that he should receive no harm. Accord- 
ingly he left his gun and lance behind him and came to 
us, where he was informed, both by us and the king, of 
our resolution ; upon which he told us there should not - 
be a gun fired whilst w& preserved the king alive, and 
gave him civil treatment. 

This parley being over, we continued our march 
through the plain till near evening ; many «f us with- 
ottt shoes as well as myself, and some sick; which 
obliged us to take up our quarters sooner than we would 
otherwise have done; so that every one was almost 
faint and glad of rest. The king ordered Sam to tell 
us that an ox should be sent to us forthwith. We made 
a trench, like a ring, in the midst whereof we planted 
^he black king and his son ; our captain, and some few 
others were appointed as a guard over them : our armed 
men were divided into four parts, in order to secure us 
in the best manner they could. We had just finished 
our camp, when the officer, who had been with us be- 
fore, ana three other men brought us a bullock. He 
brought likewise some roasted meat in his hand, and a 
horn of water for the king; so we loosed our .royal 
prisoners' hands that they might feed themselves. They 
e3 
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eat some small matter^ and gave the renkainders to 
captain Yonnge. 

iVhilst we wera employed in killing the ox, we 
desired the king to send some of his people into the 
woods for some fuel to dress it ; which he readily did^ 
and they soon brought us sufficient for our purpose. 
But all this time we wanted water, and complained 
thereof to the king ; wlio assured us that there was none 
to be got near that place by several miles ; and that 
what small quantity was given him in the horn was 
brought from that very pond where we left the wounded 
man ; which could not be less than about ten miles' dis- 
tance. This very much disheartened us ; for we were 
parched with thirst, which was the more increased by 
the fiitigue of our long march, and the heat of the 
country. However, there was no help for us, and 
patience was the only remedy. When the king and 
hif son had supped, we bound their hands before them 
that they might sleep as easily as thev could ; so after we 
had cut up our bullock, and divided it amongst us, 
broiled and eat it, though with but little satisfaction, for 
want of water; and when we had made as good a sup- 
per as our unhappy circumstances would admit of, we 
also used our best endeavours to repose ourselves. The 
three captains, however, agreed to watch alternately, 
and divided our people into three parts for that purpose. 
The king entreated his wife to go nome and to comfort 
his children ; but more particularly recommended his 
beloved daughter to her care. She went at his request, 
but shed tears at her departure ; as did also the king 
and his son. Such of us as were not on the watch lay 
down, but we had a wretched night ; for the ground was 
stony, and there was but little grass ; and what was 
a still greater affliction, we were excessive dry, and had 
nothing to quench our thirst. 

At dawn of day we arose, which was the second day 
of our travel, and the better to support ourselves under 
the fatigue of it, we eat part of the remains of our beef; 
but it was a miserable repast, as we had nothing to 
drink. However, we put ourselves in the same order as 
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we had done the day before, and went forwards ; the 
natives perceiving us in motion, moyed too, but kept at 
a greater distance, and went into our camp after we had 
quitted it to see what they could find, and their labour 
was not altogether lost ; for many of our people thought 
proper to leave half those India goods they had brought 
out of the town behind them, that they might travel with 
less fatigue. We walked with more ease half this day 
than we did the day before, it proving cloudy weather 
and cool. About noon the general who had been witfi 
us before, came with some roast meat, and a horn of 
water for the king and his son. As we did not loose 
their hands, we were forced to feed them. The general 
ordered Sam to ask the captains if they would release 
the king for six guns. I perceived there was a debate 
between them and Mr Bembo : some thinking the six 
guns would be of great service to us, especitdly as we 
should still have the king's son. Others were of opinion 
that it would be more for our safety to keep the kin^ ; 
however it was agreed at last that he should be dismissed. 
We informed the general that if they would give us six 
very good guns, and promise on their honour not to 
•follow us, but return with their king, we would let him 
go ; and that as soon as we came to the river Manderra, 
which divided his dominions from those of Port Dau- 
phine, we would release the king's son, and leave all 
their arms behind us. 

The general was startled at this unexpected conde- 
scension of our people, and despatched away one of his 
attendants to the king's other sons, who were not far 
off with their army, to acquaint them with our proposal ; 
and in half an hour's time returned to us with six of the 
best guns. They made the more haste lest our minds 
should alter. We kept them no longer in suspense than 
while we took the guns to pieces, to see whether they 
were in good condition or not ; and finding them better , 
than we could reasonably have expected in such a coun- 
try, we released their king, and sent him away with the 
general. He took his leave of the prince, and went 
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directly to his army. We were so near as to see the* 
ceremony of his sons meeting him, ^ho fell down and 
embraced his knees^ and with all the earnestness ima- 
ginable, shedding tears for joy. After they had kissed 
and licked his knees and legs for about five or six 
minutes, they arose to give his head ofiBcers an oppor- 
tunity of paying the like homage ; and after them, some 
others of an inferior station ; who, in general, expressed 
a most sincere and passionate affection to bis person, 
and showed all the demonstrations of joy imaginable on 
account of his return. This ceremonial over, they all 
hallooed and fired their guns as a public test^ony of 
their general joy and satis&ction. 

We could not help halting to observe this scene, but 
before it was perfectly concluded we marched forwards 
as well as we could, though with no small difficulty: 
for notwithstanding it continued cloudy, yet the after- 
noon was sultry hot, ^md our thirst increasing, we 
began to grow sensibly weaker and weaker ; our cap- 
tains, however, walked slowly on, which made our 
journey something easier. We asked the prince if there 
was no water near at hand ; he informed us that there 
was none to be got till we came to Manderra river» 
which we should not be able to reach that night. 
Though it was not easy for us to miss our v^ay, yet we 
made him our guide. The natives had told us before, 
that the plain we were in was long, and of no great breadth 
in proportion to the length ; but extended itself near 
east and west to the river. As soon as we came to a 
sandy place, we halted and formed our camp, it being 
then near sunset. This was somewhat softer for us to 
lie on than our situation the night before. The natives 
perceiving that we began to encamp, followed our ex- 
ample. They divided themselves accordingly into six 
parties, and so ordered their matters that wey almost 
surrounded us ; which did not a little surprise us. How- 
ever we a]^inted our watch as before ; but here to our 
misfortune we could find neither victuals nor water ; and 
were almost parched with thirst. In short, we were 
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reduced to so great an extremity, that we crawled on the 
ground to lick the dew ; and Uiis was all the refresh- 
ment we could then meet with. 

On the third day of our march we rose early, and put 
forward as well as we could. The negroes, who strictly 
observed our motions, were as ready as we ; but we 
placed our armed men in the front, determining to make 
a bold push for it, if they attempted to obstruct our 
passage. They divided, and let us proceed without 
molestation ; and though we travelled all the morning 
yet we met with nothing remarkable, till we arrived at 
a little round hill, whereon there stood a prodigiously 
large tub, about six feet high, which held near a hun- 
dred gallons, and was full of toake. Our people were 
going immediately to drain it dry, but Sam threw it 
down and spilt all the liquor; asking us with some 
warmth, if we were so blind as not to see the plot that 
was laid for our destruction : for it was planted there 
to tempt us to drink, with no other intention than to 
poison us all; or at least to intoxicate us to that degree, 
that they might rescue their prince without opposition, 
and murder us at their pleasure. 

While we were reflecting on this extraordinaiy action, 
the general and two or three more came up to us, and 
ask^ Sam what reason he could offer for spilling the 
toake. To which he made no regular reply, but bid 
him begone about his business. The general desired to 
speak with the young prince, and afjter a little discourse 
with him, directed Sam to acquaint captain Younge 
that if he should think fit to release the prince, Uiey 
would give him three of the head-men of the country 
in exchange. The captain told him, if he would consent 
to be one of them, they would agree to it. He excused 
himself on account of his family, who, as he pretended, 
would be inconsolable should he leave them ; however, 
he would engage that his own brother, who had no 
children, should be one of the hostages. 

Captain Younge, who imagined that thev followed 
us on account of their prince only, and that if we should 
release him they would return back, complied with tbe 
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general's proposition. Upon this lie posted away to the 
army, and acquainted the other princes with the agree- 
ment he had made ; for the long went directly home as 
soon as he left us. We mar(£ed on, determining to 
lose no time, and the general returned in less than an 
hour with three men; and informed us, that he had 
brought his brother and two more of the chief of their 
people in exchange for the prince ; and as to the arms 
then incur possession which belonged to their king, we 
might, when we had no further occasion for them, leave 
them according to our promise with these three men, 
who would take care to send them home. 

We took the three men, and having tied their hands 
behind them, delivered up the prince. He shook hands 
with our captains, and went to the army ; as soon as 
his brethren saw him at a distance they ran to meet 
him, as did also many others, who seemed to be more 
transported with joy for his deliverance, than they were 
before for his father's. 

We proceeded on our journey as well as men could 
without provisions, and were too soon convinced of 
captain lounge's mistake ; for the negroes instead of 
retiring approached nearer to us, and some marched 
before us; so that we expected every minute when they 
would attack us. We had a young lad in our company 
who lost his leg at Bengal. Notwithstanding he was 
well recovered, and supplied with a wooden one well 
fitted, yet it cannot be imagined that he should be able 
to keep up with us ; for being now surprised by their 
surrounding us, we doubled our pace ; ana,ln short, were 
obliged to leave this poor lad behind us. We saw the 
barbarians come up with him, take off his wooden leg, 
and first insult him ; then they thrust their lances into 
his body, and left him wallovring in his blood. Being 
eye-witnesses of this act of inhumanity, and apprehen- 
sive of the like treatment, we hurried on as fast as oinr 
feeble limbs could carry us till sunset ; when we came 
to a large tamarind tree, the leaves whereof, as riiey 
were sour, we chewed to moisten our mouths. The fruit 
itself was not then in season. 
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The three negroes i/(^hom we had taken as hostages, 
observing what liad passed, and thinking their lives in 
danger, called to Sam and the captains, and told them 
they had a scheme to propose which would be for the 
safety of us all, which was this : — that as soon as it was 
dark we should keep marching on as silently as possible 
all the night. The captains approved of this proposal, 
and ordered none of us to sleep, but to be ready as soon 
as the watchword was given. This was very grievous 
considering how tired we were the day before ; but we 
submitted cheerfully to any thing which gave us hopes 
of escaping from the violent hands of those bloodthirsty 
barbarians. As soon as it was dark enough to concesd 
our flight we assembled together, and took a consider- 
able quantity of muslins and caJicoes and hung them 
upon the bushes, that the spies, who we knew watched 
us, might not any ways mistrust our sudden removal. 

We walked off accordingly undiscovered by them. 
Captain Drummond, however, being taken so ill that he 
could not walk at all, none of us being strong enough to 
carry him, we resolved to make the three negroes per- 
form that office by turns. After we had thus travelled 
most part of the night, we came to a thicket among some 
cotton trees, where the man who had the charge of 
captain Drummond, pretending to ease himself, threw 
the captain upon the ground, ran away into the wood, 
and we never saw him more. Upon this we had a more 
watchful eye over the other two and led him whose 
turn it was to carry the captain with a rope about his 
neck. 

Weak as vifi were, we travelled a great many miles 
that night, and were glad when the day broke in upon 
us ; for the negroes had told u§ before, that if we walked 
hard all night we should be at Manderra river betimes 
in the morning. And their information was just ; for 
as soon as we came to a little hill, the sun then just 
rising, we had a prospect of the river, though at a con- 
siderable distance ; however, the hopes we had of coming 
to it in a short time, and of getting water to quench our 
thirst, gave us no small pleasure, and our spirits began 
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to renve at the very sight of it. It was some comfort 
to us likewise to think that the king's dominions ex- 
tended no farther; notwithstanding there were no 
inhabitants to protect us within scTeral miles on the 
other side. Some of our people, who were more tired 
than the rest, took liberty to sit down to refresh them- 
seWes ; as taking it for granted, that the negro army 
would never come in sight of us again. 

But this vain notion of being safe and secure too 
quickly vanished ; for as soon as they missed us in the 
morning, they pursued us like so many greyhounds ; 
and before we got within a mile of Manderra river 
overtook us. Thereupon they began to butcher our 
men then resting under the trees, striking their lances 
into their sides and throats. Though I was one of 
those who could not travel well, yet there were twenty 
behind me ; the woman, whose life vras preserved in 
our ship, was next to me. I seeing them Kill our peo- 
ple in tms barbarous manner, threw off my coat and 
waistcoat, and trusted to my heels, for the foremost of, 
our people having passed the river, and I not being 
£ur off took courage ; but hearing the report of a gun, 
I looked back, and saw the poor woman fall, and the 
negroes sticking their lances in her sides. My turn 
was next, for the same negroes pursued me, and before 
I yns got to the brink of the river they fired a gun at 
me ; but I jumped in. Our men who had got safely 
over, made a stand, in order to defend those who were 
behind ; and notwithstanding the negroes followed me 
80 close, I could not refrain from drinking two or three 
times out of my hat, let the consequence prove what it 
would. 

However I got over safely, and whilst we were on the 
bank and faced them, they never attempted to follow 
us. Our captains asked me, if I thought there were any 
of our companions still behind us ? I answered, I 
believed that there were none alive. We waited a 
while, and then marched forwsu^s. We had a wood 
to pass through, and the negroes as soon as they saw 
as quit the banks, immediately pursued us. They got 
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into the woods, and firing behind the trees every now 
and then, they killed three or four of our men. We 
had not travelled above two miles in this wood, before 
we came to a large sandy plain, to which we could see 
no end, and here they determined to stop our progress; 
since if we went much farther, we should be withm 
hearing of king Samuel's subjects, who were their moiw 
tal enemies, and would readily assist us. They divided 
themselves, therefore, into several bodies, in order to 
break in upon us on all^ides ; and we being apprized 
of their designs, were resolved to sell our lives and 
liberties as dearlv as possible. Hereupon our captains 
put us in as good a posture of defence as they could, 
and divided our men who bore arms into four classes : 
one under the command of each of our three captains, 
and the other under Mr John Bembo ; such as had no 
arms or were disabled, were covered in a little valley ; 
and with them were the two ne^ hostages. 

We had not above six and mirty fire-arms amongst 
us all, and not many more persons fit to fight ; so that 
we were a poor handful to withstand an army of two 
or three thousand. When they found we made a standi 
they did so too; and according to their wonted manner 
(where it could be done) three or four of them in a 
place threw up the sand before them, and being also 
oeneath us, we could see only their heads : their shot 
fiew very fast over us, and we kept them in play fr»m 
noon till six in the evening ; by which time all our 
ammunition was spent. Those of us who had monev 
made slugs of it ; their next shift was to take the mid- 
dle screws out of their guns, and charge their pieces 
with them. When they had used all these means, they 
knew not what to do farther : now we began to reflect 
on those who advised us to deliver up first the king, 
and afterwards his son; since the keeping of them 
would have been our principal safeguard. The two 
nesrroes in our custody expected, no doubt, every minute 
to be killed, as very justly they might ; but as their 
death would be of no service to us, we did them no 
injury. 

p 
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At length it was unanimously agreed, that Dadey 
and her husband should be sent to them with a flag of 
truce, not only to prolong the time, but to know what 
they ferther wantecl : so we tied a piece of red silk to 
a lance, and despatched them away. They kept firing 
at us all this time, not knowing what we meant by not 
returning it. They shot at those who carried the flag, 
but perceiring that they were not armed, the prince 
ordered them to cease. Dudey was interpreter, and 
told them that our captain was inclined to make peace 
with them, and to deliver up the two hostages with 
the guns and ammunition we took with us, as soon as 
we w^re advanced a little farther into the country. 
They said they would suffer us to go in the morning, 
in case we would deliver up our arms and the men ; 
but not that evening, because it was dark. Their true 
reason was this, they knew if we got away that night, 
we should send some of king Samuel's people, who 
Were their utter enemies, to be revenged on them for 
tiie ill treatment we had met with. 

We were at a loss what determination to come to i 
we were willing, indeed, to let the two men (whoigi 
they called generals) go ; but loath to part with our 
arms : most of us, as well as our captain, were of 
opinion, that they followed us for notning else, and 
Were for delivering them up ; but captain Drummond, 
captain Steward, and their people, with Mr Bembo, 
and some of our men, opposed it. Captain Drummond, 
in particular, expressed a great concern to see us so 
^asy to be imposed upon ; and told us that it was too 
visible their words were not to be relied on : most 
Voices, however, carried it, and captain Younge being 
of the opinion it was best to resign them, it was agreed ; 
and in short, soon actually performed; for Dudey 
having orders to acquaint them with such resolution, 
they sent proper messengers immediately to receive 
them. 

Captain Drummond, however, and his companions 
claimed theirs as their own right and property, and 
therefore would not delivcT them j nor would Dudey's 
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husband part with his. The negroes well knew we had 
but few lefty and went away to all outward appearance 
well contented for that night. Dudey returned, and 
assured us that they would let us go in the mominff ; 
and as night was coming on, we laid down upon we 
sand, to repose ourseWes as well as our distressed cir- 
cumstances would admit of; for besides the hunffer 
and fatigue we had already suffered, we reflected a 
thousand times on the barbarities we had seen com- 
mitted the day before ; and that it was now in their 
power to treat us as they pleased. 

The next morning as soon as we could see, we 
missed captain Drummond, captain Steward, Mr 
Bembo, I)udey, and her husband, and four or fire 
more, who deserted us in the night, without communir 
eating their intentions to us. Now we plainly saw 
desiruction before us, and the end of this miserable 
journey; which, after so bold an attempt, we under- 
took for the preservation of our lives ana liberty; and 
a tragical one it was. For, 

. No sooner was it broad daylight, than the negroes 
came up to us, and the prince had a short conference 
with Sam. Captain Younge asked him the purport of 
their discourse. He answered, they wanted to know 
what was become of captain Drummond, and the rest. 
Hie words were no sooner out of his mouth, than one 
of the princes took hold of me, and delivered me to 
one of his attendants ; there were three or four lads 
like myself and much about my age, who were seized 
at the same time and delivered to liieir people in the 
same manner ; who bound our hands witn cords. 

The same prince who ordered my hands to be thus 
tied, stuck his lance into captain Younge's throat, and 
afterwards into his sides. Having killed him, he went 
on to another ; and the rest of his barbarous train im^ 
mediately following his example, they soon murdered 
every man belonging to our company; they then 
stripped off their clothes, and like inhuman butchers, 
ripped open several of their bellies. As for my part, 
I expected death every moaient, but in what shape I 
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could not tell ; for one of the generals lifteci up his 
lance, vrith an intention to pierce me through, but was 
prevented by the man who had me in custody, for 
some reasons I could not then rightly understand ; but 
as I heard afterwards, he informed him I was reserved 
to wait on the king's grandson. Though this saved 
my life, yet it would not hinder the officer from rifling 
me of what I had valuable about me ; for he feeling 
my purse in my breeches pocket, arid not readily finding 
it, in a fury, with his lance cut away my breeches, and 
narrowly missed my flesh. 

When they had concluded this bloody scene, and 
clothed themselves with the spoils of the slain, they 
marched away in very great haste, tor fear of the na- 
tives of Port Dauphine ; whom they imagined captain 
Drummond and the rest had by that time alarmed, and 
prevailed on them to send some forces down to our 
rescue. Now whether the negroes might not think we 
had sent them away on purpose to get such assistance, 
and thereby provoked them to murder us, I cannot say; 
but certain it is, we were the most unfortunate wretches 
in the universe : for I viras afterwards informed, before 
our murdered people were well cold, two thousand of 
king Samuel's men came dovm to rescue us out of their 
merciless hands. 

Perhaps the reader will say, why did we not send 
two or three of our people as soon as i^e had passed 
the river ? To whicn I can only answer, I think we 
were all infatuated, for with ease it might have been 
done ; especially since we had the woman Dud^ to 

fo with tnem as an interpreter ; and we might have 
ept Sam vrith us. But none of these reasons at that 
time occurred to me; for I v^as but a raw, inexpe- 
rienced youUi. And what motives could induce cap- 
tain Younge to release both the king and his sou, is 
what I cannot pretend to account for. The plot was 
doubtless well concerted, and as duly executea at first, 
but most shamefully conducted afterwards; and, in- 
deed, it is scarcely credible, that such a number of us 
could be so stupid as we then were ; and since I have 
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Uttained to a mature age, and been capable of any 
reflection, it is what I have been surprised at. 

The only reason that can be offered I now think, is^ 
that as all of us had a great affection for our captain'i^ 
father, so it caused as to be too partial, and to enter- 
tain too good an opinion of the son. But I since 
found to my great concern that our captain wanted 
not only judgment, but esmerience in the world ; for 
captain Drummond, as i rery well remember, fre- 
quently opposed him ; but by whatsoever ill conduct 
or fol^ we might contribute towards our ruin, «o it 
was ; and I am relating a real hci, and not inventing 
a ^tion, or telling the reader what might or ought to 
hare been done in the unhappy situation of our aflBaurs 
aft that tiflde ; however, through his imprudence were 
Biy friends massacred, and myself with three more 
made perpetual slaves : the eldest of us was not above 
sixteen years of s^e, and we were immediately parted, 
for they marched directly off the spot. As for Sam, 
I do not reckon him as one of us, because he went off 
with the negroes. I never saw him afterwards, but 
was informed, that he lived a freeman under deaan 
Crindo ; and whether he was so faithful to us as in 
justice and gratitude he ought to have been, is some- 
what dubious. 

All the v?ay we went I had the shocking prospect of 
our men's mangled bodies, as we passed through the 
.^oods to the riven I was not so thirsty now, as when 
I passed it first ; but so faint for want of victuals, that 
I could scarcely stand upon my legs, having had no 
mistenance for three days together. Though my master 
expressed some little concern for roe, yet he would not 
bait till he was past the river ; however, he ordered 
his people to stop at the first commodious place, and 
make a fire. And now I was in hopes of some agreeable 
refreshment ; for some of his servants had carried beef 
on their backs for that purpose. Though they cut it 
into long pieces, (like ropes,) with the hide, and 
dressed and eat it half-roasted according to their cu^ 
.torn, and gave it me in the same manner, yet I thought 
f3 
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this ooQtettptiUe food, and nvhat a beggar in England 
would not have touched, the most delicious entertain- 
ment I ever met with. We rested here about an hour, 
when he, to whose care I was intrusted, made signs to 
know if I could walk ; and as I was a little refreshed, 
I got up, and trayelled the remainder of the day with 
more ease than I expected; since they walked but 
slowly, as I perceiyed on purpose to indulge me. 

At night we came to a wood, the place appointed 
for our lodging ; and there we met witn three or four 
men, whom my master had sent out a foraging, and 
they brought in with them two bullocks ; one of which 
my master sent to his brother, for the use of him and 
his people, and the other was killed for us ; for the 
army was now disbanded, and each party was march- 
ing home with their respective chiefs to their own ha- 
bitations. Here my master came to me and gave me 
a lance, intimating that I might cut out as much as I 
thought proper. I cut about a pound without any part 
of the hide, which he perceivine, imputed it to my igno- 
rance, and so cut a slice with tne hide and dressed it 
for me ; which I ate with seeming thankfulness, not 
daring to refuse it. As soon as supper was over, eadi 
man pulled up as much grass as was sufficient for 
himself to lie on; my guardian, however, provided 
enough for himself and me. I then reposea myself 
accordingly, and he lay by me; but his back skin 
smelled so rank, that I v^as forced to turn my bade 
on him all night long. I had very little rest, for the 
ghastly spectacle of my massacred friends was ever 
before me, and made me start from sleep as soon as 
I closed my eyes. 

At break of day we arose, and after a short repast 
marched on till noon, when we baited among some 
shady trees near a pond of water; which very pond 
we had passed by three days before, or at least within 
two hundred yards of it, when we were dying with 
thirst, and the negroes told us there was no water 
near us. 
Whilst some employed themselve in kindling a fire, 
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others were busy in digging up and down amon^ Uie 
f^rass. I could not conceive what they were doing at 
first ; but I soon observed one of them pulling out of 
the ground a long white root, which I found was a 
yam, having seen many of them at Bengal ; they soon 
furnished themselves with a sufficient quantity. I per- 
ceived they grew wild without any cultivation : some 
of them were a 3^uxl long at least, and about six or 
seven inches in circumference ; they obliged me with 
some of them, which I roasted, and 'eat with a great 
deal of pleasure, instead of bread, wiUi my beef: they 
are very agreeable to the taste, as well as wholesome 
food. 

We arrived that evening at a small tovni, which we 
no sooner entered than the women and children flocked 
round about ine, pinched me, struck me on the back with 
their fists, and showed several other tokens of their de- 
rision and contempt; at which I could not forbear 
weeping, as it was not in my power to express my 
resentment any other vray; but when my guardian 
observed it, he came to my assistance and freed me 
from my persecutors. All the houses that were empty 
were tadiLen up by my master, his brother, and oth^ 
head-men ; so that my guardian and I lay exposed to 
the open air. The ill treatment I met with from the 
women and children, put a thousand distracting 
thoughts into my head. Sometimes I imagined that 
I might be preserved alive for no other purpose,^ than 
to be carried to the king and his son, wno would, in 
all probability, be fired with resentment at our late 
seizing of them, and making them prisoners; then, again, 
I thought that to gratify their pleasure and revenge, 
they would order me to be put to death before their 
fiu>es by slow degrees, and the most exquisite torments. 
Such melancholy reflections as these so disordered me 
that when once Uirough weariness I fell into a slumber 
I had a dream which so terrified me that I, started 
upright, and trembled every joint of me ; in short, I 
could not get one wink of sleep all the night long. 

When it was broad daylight we marched homeward 
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(for now I mtist call it so) and in three dr four hotirs 
time we arriTed at a considerable town, with three or 
four tamarind trees before it. One of the negroes 
carried a large shell, which, when he blew, sounded 
like a post-boy's horn. This brought the women to 
a spacious house in the middle of the town, about 
twelve feet high, which I soon perceived was my 
master's. No sooner had he seated himself at the 
door, than his wife catee out crawling on her hands and 
knees till she came to him, and then licked his feet; 
and when she had th^ testified her duty and respects, 
his mother paid him the like Compliment, and all the 
women in tne town saluted their husbands in the same 
manner: then each man went to his respective habi- 
tation, my master's brother only excepted ; who though 
he h^ a ho^e, had no "wife to receive him, and so he 
stayed behind. 

My mistress intimated by her motions that she 
would have me go in and sit down. A great deal of 
serious discourse passed between my master and her, 
and thou^ I knew nothing of "what they said, yet by 
her looking so earnestly at me whilst he was talking, 
I conjectured he was relating to her our tragical tale, 
and I perceived that the tears frequently stcxni in her 
eyes. This conference over, she' xmlered some oarm- 
▼ances to be boiled for our dinner; a kind of pulse, 
much like our grey pease : she gave me some, but as 
they had been boiled in dirty water, I could not eit 
them. She, perceiving I did not like them, strained 
them off the water and put some milk to them, and after 
that I made a tolerable meal of them. She gave me 
not only a mat to lie dovm upon, but a piece of calico 
likewise about two yards in length to cover me. She 
intimated that she wanted to kaovr my name, which 
I told her was Robin. Having received so much 
civility ftom my mistress, I began to be much better 
satisfied than I was at first ; and then laid me down 
and slept without any fear or concern about four hours, 
as near as I could guess by the sun. When I ws^ed 
my mistresv called me l^ my name, and gave me some 
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milk to drink. She talked for some considerable time 
tome, but I could not understand one word she said. 
My master was all this time with his brother at the 
door regaling themselves with toake. 

When night came on I perceived that I was to lie 
with them, for there was no other room. My master 
and mistress lay in the middle, and the whole house 
was not above fourteen feet in length, and twelve in 
breadth, so that I lay crosswise close to his feet r in 
this odd manner we lay three or four nights successively. 
At last he called me by my name several times to 
know, I presume, whether I was awake or not ; but as 
I answered him whenever he called, I imagined he 
would have been better pleased if I had slept soundly, 
and had not heard him at all ; for the next evening he 
carried me to his aunt's house, where he told me I 
must lie for the future. There I remained both day 
and night, and did little but vralk out with her and 
her daughter to visit the plantations which had been 
lately sown with Guinea com and potatoes. In Hie 
evening I used to visit my master and mistress, and 
for supper I generally had milk, which was sometimes 
fresh and sometimes sour. Tbey were not over fond 
of putting me to work, as I could do them but little 
service, being altogether a stranger to* what was said 
to me, and more especially as he had above two hun- 
dred slaves always r^idy to answer his occasions. 

My master, whose name -was deaan Mevarrow, was 
grandson to deaan Crindo, who was absolute lord of 
this country, and his wife was the daughter of a 
northern king whom they had conquered in battle, 
and she was one of my master's captives. For this 
reason I presume it was that she took so much com- 
passion upon me; considering herself a slave in a 
strange country, and only preferred to my master'^ 
bed by courtesy. 

In a short time I began to reconcile myself to their 
manner of eating, since no better provision I found 
was to be had, only I would strip off some of the hair 
from the hide of the beef, whenever I could de it 
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. withool being obseired. I used ofteti to reflect on wy 
btother and sister's more agreeable manner of liTiog ilt 
jnj father's table; being conscious that eren some 
beggars in England hxed much better than I did here. 
.IIoweTcr as I found nobody liTed better, I made myself 
as easy as I could ; I was now under no apprehensiom 
of being killed till an accident happened soon aft^, 
which put me into a violent panic for about an hovir. 
My master, attended by several of his slayes, took me 
with him one evening into the woods ; I observed greirt 
preparations made for killing and dresnng a bufiodc 
or some such thing, but there being none to kill, and 
it being then dark, I perceived that they walked abotU 
with great circumspection, talked softly, and testified 
all the symptoms ot some secret design ; upon this the 
tears stood in my eyes, imagining that they intended 
to cut me np and make a meal of me, but my lirigtat 
was soon over when I saw two slaves hauling along m 
bullock by a rope fastened to his horns, and ray masted 
sHeking his lance into his throat in order to despaldi 
faim. They immediately cut up his carcass and dresfed 
the entrails after their own manner. Thfe booty wai 
equally divided, and I observed that each man took 
csae to hide his portion in some privtfte place, from 
whence he might convey it away by ni^t. As soon 
as Our business was over we parted, some one wi^ 
and some another, for fear of b^g taken notice o£ 
I now plainly perceived that we were all this time 
plimdering of our neighbours. I often wondeved 
mdeed that the aunt with whom I lived, dressed meat 
so often in the nighttime, but this unravelled te 
mystery ; this was not the onty time I was forced to 
assist in this clandestine, practice. 

In about four months time I began to have some 
tolerable notion of their language ; I knew the names of 
most common things, and could express myself so ak t6 
be understood. My master and mistress took me one 
day into the plantations, Vrhere the slaves were hoeing 
the weeds from the caravances, that were just shootmg 
up. They gave me a hoe, but I had no inclination to 
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moik; I pretended to be very ignorant and hoed up 
plants and weeds together, at which they laughed 
nearttly, and took away my hoe to prevent more 
mischief. 

This artifice, however, proved of but little service to 
me, for my master perceiving that I either could not 
or would not woric m the plantations, was determined 
to employ me some other way, and about such business 
OS I could not well do amiss. Accordingly the next 
day he showed me his cattle, and told me I must take 
eare of them, drive them to water, and see that they 
did not break either his own or any other neighbour^ 
plantations. This business I liked much better than 
the other, because there were three or four lads more of 
this town about my age, who had cattle to attend to as 
w^l as myself. What I disliked most was, that we 
had a very considerable way to drive them to water, 
and at night to drive them back again ; besides I was 
obliged to drag home a long tub which held about 
Ihre^ gallons; for all the water we used in the h<Me 
was fetched from this watering place. However we 
had no just cause of complain^ for we joined our 
herds together, and in the heat of the day, when the 
cattle would lie down in the shade> we had three or 
four hours' time to ramble through the woods and 
gather yams. I had been thus long in the country, 
yet I never knew how they struck fire, till wanting to 
roast some of my yams, I asked my comrades where 
their fire was ; the^ showed me their hands and laugh- 
ing, said, here it is, but one of them soon informed 
me how to do it. He took one short round stick about 
half the length of a gun rammer, and another con- 
siderably thicker, but both of one sort of wood, and 
rubbed the former upon the latter till there came a 
dust from it first, then a smoke, and soon fire after. 

We sometimes traversed the woods and stole people's 
honey, and eat it just as we found it. When we could 
spare time, we used to look for a creature which I 
call a ground-hog, and which in their language is 
called tondnick ; it is about the size of a cat, isnout. 
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«ye8y and ears are like an English faog% it has bristles 
on its back but no tail, the feet of it are ]jke a rabbit's ; 
its principal food is beetles and young snails, which 
thev grub up with their snouts ; they are very prolific, 
and haTe aoove twenty young ones at a litter, to all 
which they giTe suck. In the cold season of Uie year 
(for though there is no time which can properly be 
called winter, yet one part of the year is sensibly much 
colder than the other) these creatures hide themselves 
in the ground in a most surprising manner. They 
6rst dig a Hole about two feet deep directly in the 
earth, and after that they work obliquely two or three 
feet one way, and as much another, making angles ; 
thouffh they throw the earth up with their fore feet, 
yet they niake it as firm with tneir hind ieet as if no 
passage had been ever made. When they have worked 
m this manner for some time, they then work aslant, 
up^n^irds, till they get within half a foot of the surfece : 
there Uiey make a kind of lodgment, just big enough 
for them to turn themselves round in, where they He 
for four or five months successiyely without any sus- 
tenance whatsoever ; and what is still more strange, 
they are as fet at the expiration of that tena as when 
they first went in. It is no small difficulty to catch 
them, for when we have discovered some marks of the 
place where we ima^ne they began to burrow, we are 
often disappointed m digging Aer them ; they work 
so artfully, tliat we know not which way to find out 
their secret recesses ; but we spare no pains to take 
ithem, for thev are excellent food, and their skin when 
dressed is as brown and crisp as a pig's. Their hedge- 
hogs too are agreeable enough, but nothinff near so 
delicious as their tondrucks ; these conceal uiemselves 
all die cold winter in holes of trees, where they remain 
for some months without any visible support. 

This employment of attending the cattle was agree- 
able to me, except in excessively hot weather, when it 
was a great fetigue to drive them several miles to 
water, at least every other day; but in the colder 
season we had no occasion to observe that practice, 
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for the dew falls so plentifully in the night, that we 
find it sufficient to drive them into the grass about 
break of day ; and even the inhabitants of this part of 
the country of Antemdroea, who have no water near 
them, go into the fields in a morning with two wooden 
platters and a tub, and in less than an hour will collect 
about ei^ht or ten gallons of dew-water, which is very 
good wmle firesh, bu* will turn sour in a day or two, 
and disagreeable to the taste. 

I had not followed this employment above a year, 
when my master went to war, or rather (as I under- 
stood afterwards) to plunder a people to the westward 
whom they pursued with the most implacable hatred, 
th^y having surprised deaan Crindo s father in his 
own town by nignt^ and murdered him in a most bar- 
barous manner. 

My master informed me that I must look after the 
cattle no more, for he was going to war, and had 
other business for me of much greater importance. I 
offered my service to wait on him, but he answered, 
we shall travel night and day ; it is a long and tedious 
journey, and you cannot, I believe, be able to undergo 
the fatigue, but your principal business must be to 
look after my wife, and act as het guardian. He gave 
me a strict charge to lie in the same house with her, 
and never to let her stir out without me. After he 
had given her instructions to the same effect, he took 
his leave, and accompanied by most of his people, went 
on his intended expedition. 

I now lived at oerfect ease, and my mistress was 
very kind and indulgent to me. I went abroad 
wherever she went, partook of every t^ng she had for 
herself, and lay in the same house with her, both of 
us strictly observing our master's orders ; neither could 
I perceive that her compliance therewith was any way 
repugnant to her inclinations. I was not, it is true, 
absolutely * easy myself; for the thoughts of my 
friends and native country, and the improbability of 
ever seeing them again, made me very melancholy, 
and defected me to that degree that sometimes I coul I 

G 
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not forbear indulging my grief in private, and bursting 
into a flood of tears. 

My mistress would frequently ask me whether I was 
indisposed, or wanted any thing ; I could not prevail 
on myself to reveal the real cause of my anxiety * 
however one day I took the liberty to tell her, I should 
be very glad of an opportunity to see the other three 
lads, whose lives were preserved, and who were taken 
prisoners when I was. She desired me not to afflict 
myself on that account, for she would go with' me, 
and should be highly delighted to hear us converse 
together in our own language. Accordingly she made 
inquiry amongst her neighbours where they, were, who 
inrormed us that they were at some distance from one 
another; but that the nearest to be met with was about 
four or five miles off. So the next morning we set out 
and inquired for the white boy : we were told that 
be was gone to carry his fellow-servants some pro- 
visions to the plantation, but as soon as a messenger 
was sent to him he returned immediately, being as 
desirous of seeing me in particular as I was of him ; 
we embraced each other in a very passionate manner, 
and expressed ourselves at first rather in tears than 
words. We had been very intimate on shipboard, and 
I used to treat him frequently with punch, being de- 
lighted with his company as he had a taste for music, 
and coiild play extremely well on the violin. We 
condoled with each other, and observed how wretohedly 
we looked^ all naked, except a small clout about our 
middles, and our skins spotted like a leopard's; for 
neither of us being ever before so exposed to the sun, 
we were scorchdl, and flead as it were, and our skins 
often rose up in blisters. After our mutual condolence 
we came to an agreement, that if either of us got safe 
to England, we would give the other's friends a parti- 
ctilar account of all our misfortunes. We inquired of 
each other after our other comrades, but were equally 
strangers to their particular places of abode. My mis- 
tress seemed very attentive to our discourse, and 
showed a compassionate regard for our afflictions ; but 
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^th oreat reluctance, and many a tear, we were 
obliged at last to part. 

We had foot been at home above two hours, before 
an express arrived from my master with news of his 
success; and that he would be at home in a fortnight. 
My mistress, and all the women who had husbsmds 
abroad, expressed their general joy in large bowU 
of toake. In the mean time I was very much indis- 
posed, but tolerably well recovered be£ofe my master's 
return. 

He made his public entry in a very triumphant 
manser; the tntinpet-shells blowing, and crowds of 
people dancing before him all the way with their guns 
in their hands. On his first approach, the foremost 
men fired their guns towards the ground ; which with 
them, iis the signal of a victorious return. Deaan Mevar* 
h>w, and his brother deaan Sambo, came after them 
with their attendants ; next followed the cattle, which 
he had taken from the enemy, and the prisoners of war 
brought up the rear. After they were seated in form 
before my master deaan Mevarrow's house, not only 
his consort, attended by the other Women of the town, 
came as usual, ttnd licked his feet, but die men too^ 
whom he left behind him when he went to war. 

I stood all this time as a spectator, till he seeing me 
at a distance, called me to him. I approached him in 
the usual form of the country on such a public occasion; • 
that is, with my hands lifted up, and in a praying pos- 
ture. When I came n^ar him, I paid him the compli- 
ment of talafnonger umba ; but did not kneel down as 
all the others did, having a kind of conscientious reluc» 
tance to such an act, as thinking it an adoration that I 
ought to pay to no one but the Supreme Being ; but he 
seemed to recent my being so over religions; for he 
Rsked me, '< If I thought it beneath me to pay him the 
same respect that his own wife, (who was a king's 
daughter,) and his own mother too, so readily conde- 
scended to?'* However, I peremptorily refused, and 
told him, << I would obey all his lawful commands, 
tind do whatever woik he thought proper to employ me 
g2 
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in ; but this act of divine homag« I could never complv* 
with." 

On this he fell into a violent passion, and upbraided 
me with being ungrateful, and insensible of his savine 
me from being killed among my countr3rmen; and 
urged, moreover, that I was his slave, &c. ; but notwith- 
standing all this, I still continued resolute and firm to 
m^ purpose. Whereupon he rose from his seat, and 
with his lance made a stroke at me with all his might ; 
but his brother, by a sudden push on one side, pre- 
vented the mischief he intended. He was going to 
repeat his blow, but his brother interposed, and entreated 
him to excuse me; but he absolutely, and in the 
warmest terms, refiised to forgive me unless I would 
lick his feet. His brother begged he would give him a 
little time to talk with me in pnvate, which he did ; and 
after he had told me the danger of not doing i^ and 
that in submitting to it, I did no more than what many 
^rreat princes were obliged to do when taken prisoners, 
I found, at length, it was prudence to comply ; so I 
went k), asked pardon, and performed the ceremony as 
others had done before me. He told me he readily 
forgave me, but would make me sensible I vras a slaves 
I did not much regard his menaces, for as I had no 
prospect of ever returning to England, I set but little 
value on my life. The next day I incurred his displea- 
sure again, and never expected to escape from feeling 
the weight of his resentment. 

My master then performed the ceremony of thanks- 
giving to God, for his happy deliverance from all the 
hazards of war, and for the success of his arms ; which 
is performed in the following manner: — The inhabit- 
ants have in all their houses a small portable utensil^ 
which i^ devoted to religious uses, and is a kind of 
household altar, which they call the owley. It is made 
of a peculiar wood, in small pieces neatly ioined, and 
making almost the form of a naif-moon with the horns 
downwards, between which are placed two alligator's 
teeth ; this is adorned with various kinds of beads, and 
fuch a sash fiutened to it behind as a man ties about 
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Iris waist when he goes to war. [I shall ntot here pretend 
to give an exact account of their religious worship^for I 
had not been long enough in the country to be a perfect 
master of the true meaning of what they either did or 
said.] However, I observed that they brought two forks 
from the woods, and fixed them in the ground, on whidi 
was laid a beam, slender at each end, and about six feet 
long, with two or three pegs in it, and upon this they huhg 
the owley. Behind it was along pole, to which a bullock 
was festened'with a cord. They had a pan AiU of lire 
coals, on wUch they threw an aromatic gum, and planted 
it nnder the owley. Then they took a small quantity 
6f hair from the tail, chin, and eyebrows of the ox, and 
put them on the dwley. Then deaan Merarrow, my 
master, used some particular gestures with a large knife 
in his hand, and made a formal prayer, in which the 
people joined. In the next place they threw the ox on 
the ground with his legs tied fast together, and tiie 
deaan cut his throat ; for as there' are no priests among 
them, the chief man, whether of the country, town, or 
family, performs all divine offices himself. As soon as 
the people were all seated on mats in a circular form, 
iny master ordered me to sit do^n too, and say as the 
people said, which I absolutely rdfused. However he 
pursued his devotion, and when the service was over, 
took Uie owley in one hand and his lance in the 6ther« 
and came direbtly to me, asking me with a frown, whidi 
I rather chose, either to assist in their solemn and 
public thanksgiving, 5r to a feU a sacrifice to his just 
resentment ? At first I was startled, btit as I thought 
this sort of "worship to be downright idblatry, mod 
thai they paid their adorations to the owley, I resolutely 
told him that I would sooner die than pay divine 
homage to any fklse deity whatsoever. Upon this, as 
soon as he had put the owley in its place, he came to 
me again, and taking me by the hand was determined to 
lead me out of the' town and kill me; but his brother 
and all the people rohnd ab6ut him pleaded for me, 
and used their utmost endeavours -to persuade him 
against so rash an action, but to no purpose ; till his 
g3 
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brother at last very warmly told him, he would that 
minute depart and see his face no more, if he offered to 
be guilty of such an act of inhumanity, and rose up to 
be gone accordingly. When my master saw his brother 
was going in g<K>a earnest, he called him back, and 
promised to spare my life ; but assured him he would 
punish me very severely for my contempt of his orders. 
Deaan Sambo told him, he should suomit that to his 
own discretion ; all he begged of him was not to kill 
me. Upon this, by a secret sign, he advised me to 
kneel down and lick his feet, which I readily complied 
with, and asked his pardon. When J got up, I kneeled 
down to deaan Sambo of my own accord, and licked 
his feet as a testimony of mv gratitude and respect 
for thus saving my life a second time. 

As soon as this storm was blown over, I was remanded 
to my former post of cowkeeper. I had a great deal of 
trouble sometimes with these cattle, for they are very 
unruly; and notwithstanding they are larger beasts 
than any I ever saw elsewhere of the kind, they are so 
nimble that they will leap over high fences like a grey- 
hound. They have an excrescence between their 
shoulders, somewhat like that of camels, all &t and 
flesh ; some of which will weigh about three or four 
score pounds ; they are also beautifully coloured, some 
are streaked like a tiger, others, like a leopard, are 
marked with various spots. They do not give so much 
milk as our cows in England, nor will they ever suffer 
themselves to be milked till their calves have first 
sucked ; so that they keep one calf for every cow all the 
year, or till the cow is pregnant again, and they seldom 
miss a season. Here are also some sheep with large 
heavy tails, like Turicey sheep ; they are not woolly as 
ours, but more like a goat. Here are also a small 
number of goals, like Uiose in other countries. They 
bring up no hogs, though there are enough in the coun- 
try; for they are so mischievous to the plantations, 
that we are forced to set traps to catch them ; but in 
this country of Antemdroea nobody eats them^ excepi 
the very refuse of the people. 
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Whilst I was peaceably tending my* cattle, and all 
things seemed perfectly quiet and easy, the scene of 
our affairs was changed at once by some sudden news, 
and my master was summoned to war in- good earnest. 

It is a common practice for parties to stroll out and 
surprise their enemies by night, when least they expect 
them : on these expeditions it is customary for every 
man to carry a piece of meat in his hand, and when 
they have entered a town in the dead of night they 
throw the meat to the dogs, in order to prevent their 
barking. When they are all got in, one fires a musket, 
but makes no other noise ; the inhabitants thereupon 
being alarmed, and hastily creeping out of the doors 
of their low huts in a stooping posture, are stabbed 
with lances: as to the women and children they take 
them captive, and drive away with them all the cattle 
they can find, set the town on $re, and return home 
by private unpractised ways. Id this manner did my 
master, his brother, and some others belonging to 
deaan Crindo, enter several of the king of Mefaughla's 
remote and defenceless towns; whereupon, in order 
to retaliate the indignity offered him, the injured king 
mustered up an army of three thousand men, and en- 
tered Antemdroea, with a firm resolution either to 
fight the deaan in the field, or attack him in his own 
town, called Fennoarevo ; and by fire to lay it level with 
the ground: accordingly he sent a messenger to deaan 
Crindo, to tell him. that he should soon feel the weight 
of his just resentment. To which he answered, he 
would not stir out of the town but' wait for him there; 
and defied him to put his purpose in execution. 

Deaan Crindo, therefore, summoned all his people to 
his assistance, and to be ready at hand in Fennoarevo, or 
the adjacent villages. He had four sons who were 
chie& of towns, besides nephews and grandsons. His 
sons were deaan Mundumber, deaan Frukey, deaan Tro- 
daughe, but deaan Chahary was unfortunately gone 
with five hundred able men to traffic into Feraignher ; 
which is Augustine-bay country. 

It is a constant custom amongst them in time oi 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



68 THE ADVENTURES OF 

war to conceal their wives, children, and cattle iu 
remote and secret places in the woods, that the enemy 
when they plunder the country may not be able to 
find them; but the women and children are never 
with the cattle, lest their bellowing should discover 
them. The women for the most part secure themselves, 
by trailing a bough after them as they go to their 
recess ; which prevents their track from beine followed. 
Thus did my master and his people secure their vnves, 
children, aikl cattle. I was len with the lattery for that 
reason am incapable of giving an exact account of this 
war, knowing no more of it than what was told me at 
their return ; which in general was to the following 
effect. 

That deaan Woozington, the king, and his son Che- 
mermaundy, with Ryopheck his nephew, a gallant man 
who commanded the army of Mermughla, entered the 
country without the least opposition ; for deaan Crindo 
having received his menacing message, took care in 
the first place to secure the families and cattFe be- 
longing to his people, and then drew up all his armed 
men in the tovm, resolving to wait for his coming; 
but deaan Mundumber, Frukey,and the younger chie», 
had not patience to hear of his passing without resist- 
ance ; so they prevailed on the king, though against 
his will, to let them go out with two thousand men 
and obstruct his march. Deaan Crindo, however, #as 
resolute and would not stir out of the town. This 
army was commanded in ohief by deaan Mundumber 
and Frukey ; who behaved themselves with great cou- 
rage and conduct, first Sending word to deaan Woozing- 
ton, that they were come by their father's command 
to give him a suitable reception into their country, 
and hoped he would not fail to meet them. To which 
he answered, he would most assuredly' pay them a 
visit and make himself welcome ; and was as good as 
his word. They joined battle, and Mundumber was 
obliged to retire, which he did in eood order after a 
sharp and obstinate fight ; in which deaan Woozington's 
son was dangerously wounded. Deaan Mundumber 
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returned to his Neither with eight hundred men, and 
used his utmost endeavours to prevail on him to go 
out with his forces, and ^ve deaan Woozington battle ; 
but the old king |>ersi8ted in his first resolution. So 
Idundumber continued at home with him, and fortified 
the town as well as the time would admit. 

After this, deaan Frukey and Trodaughe made them^ 
selves masters of a pass between two hills, and cut 
down several large trees to defend them; by which 
means they entirely stopped deaan Woozington's pro- 
gress, notwithstanding he attacked them in the most 
vigorous manner, and was as gallantly repulsed: at 
last, Ryopheck, by the direction of a man who was 
well acquainted with the country, got behind them, 
and deaan Woozington, at the same time, with RvopWck 
charged them again. Frukey, however, and hb bre- 
thren, were obliged to retire, which they did with great 
resolution, even through Ryopheck's party. In this 
action Ryopheck, who was sdways in the hottest place, 
vrith much difficulty escaped. 

Though deaan Woozington at last arrived at Fenno- 
arevo, and attacked it in a vigorous manner, yet he 
was as bravely repulsed ; deaan Crindo and his sons 
resisting till they were overpowered, and when their 
enemies were got within the town, they even disputed 
every inch of ground, till deaan Crindo himselt was 
obliged to cut down several trees, which are their walls, 
to make a way for their escape. He so much depended 
on his own courage and conduct, that he kept his wife 
and daughter in his own house, notwithstanding all 
the other women and children were sent away long 
before ; these unhappily fell into the hands of deaan 
Woozington, and were made his captives. The town 
was reduced to ashes, as soon as they had plundered it 
of such trifles as their treasures consist in, tiie principal 
of which are beads; these they often conceal in holes : 
so that there is nothing to be got but iron shovels, 
hoes, earthen and wooden dishes, spoons, &c. some 
cattle, indeed, they found, which were brought into the 
town for their necessary subsistence durmg the siege ; 
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and in such* cases these cattle live well enough upon- 
the diatches of their houses. They had also filled a 
great many tubs with water. 

Deaan Crindo was inconsolable fqr the loss of his 
wife and daughter, and like a distracted man ; when 
his sons told him if he would now join them^ as he 
should have done at first, they were yet able to deal 
t¥ith deaan Woozington. And accordingly they mu8« 
tered all their forces into one army, and made a number 
equal to their enemies. Deaan Woozington haring 
no intelligence of this, was detaching a thousand men 
to plunder the country, and bring in all the women, 
children, and cattle they could find; which is their 
constant practice after a complete victory. Just at 
this juncture deaan Crindo appeared with his potent 
army, and sent messengers to acquaint him that he 
JKi^BX either deliver up the queen and princess with the 
other people and cattle he was pos^sessed of, or imme- 
diately decamp and give them battle. Deaan Woozing* 
ton in answer thereto, assured him he had no thoughts 
of detaining his wife and daughter, neither did he 
come for slaves or cattle, he having plenty of both ; but 
since deaan Crindo had sent him a challenge boasting 
of his superior strength, and bidding defiance to aU 
the kings on the island, on account of the number of 
white men that were his friends, he came to see them ; 
but as he could find none, he hoped that the proud 
deaan Crindo was sufficiently mortified ; so he was 
ready to send him his wife and daughter again : but as 
to the few slaves and cattle whidi he had taken, his 
people should detain them to make themselves some 
compensation for the robberies which Mevarrew, and 
some others, had committed in his country. 

At last a peace was concluded, and sworn to by the 
generals on both sides, with the usual formality of 
killing an ox, and eating a piece of the liver from off 
the point of a lance ; each general wishing at the same 
time, that whoever first fired a gun might die upon the 
spot. The ceremony being over, public rejoicings were 
made on both sides ; deaan Woozington returned into 
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his own country, and deaan Crindo to rebuild his shat- 
tered town, which waii finished with the utmost expe^ 
dition, and all his chie£i with their people repaired to 
their respective homes. 

As soon as we were well settled a^ain, three boys who 
belonged to some principal men of our town, and my- 
self, were sent some miles off with about two hundred 
head of cattle, to look after them and provide for our- 
selves. There were not above five or six of them 
however, which gave milk, so that we were at a short 
allowance : if we expected any other diet, we must 
search for it in the woods, and' get it where and Vhen 
we could find it. My mistress furnished me with an 
earthen pot to warm my milk in, a calabash to drink 
out o^ and a mat to lie upon. My master gave me 
a hatchet to make fences with, and a lance to fight 
with if any body came to steal my cattle : he also gave 
me a new clout, to wear after their country ^hion, 
my old one being worn out; the common people sel- 
d(mi wear one broader than a napkin ; they call it a 
lamber, and so shall I for the future ; the name of 
a— se-clout (by which our English seamen distinguish it 
by way of derision) being too vulgar an expression. 

We drove our cattle to the proposed place, and the 
first thine we employed ourselves about was, the erec- 
tion of a house, which we completed in about a day 
and a half. We finished our cow pen next, and 
made a small one for the calves, to keep them from 
sucking while we milked the cows. Our house, how- 
ever, was but a poor little hut, and but badly thatched ; 
and it being the rainy season, (which is their winter, 
and sometimes very cold,) we had but a very indiffe- 
rent lodging. We kept, indeed, a fire, and happy was 
he who could lie nearest it ; for we had no other cover- 
ing than our lambers, which we pulled off to lay over 
us. Now I began to feel the weight of my slavery, 
being almost ftunished ; for all the food we could get, 
was a small fowl now and then, which creeps upon the 
ground ; and which we caught in traps. 
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We lived in this melancholy situation almost three 
months, but at last we formed a project for killing one 
of our master's beasts, and dressing it in priyate. A 
great many schemes were offered, till at length I pro- 
posed one, which was unanimovsly ajgreed.to ; namely, 
to kill a cow by stabbing her in the side with a sharp 
pointed stick, and make the horn of another cow, which 
belonged to the same man, all over bloody, that he 
might imagine the misfortune came by goring. But 
then a debate arose, whose beast should be killed ; for 
«very one was unwilling that his master should be the 
sufferer. However, I soon determined that point, by 
drawing lots with four sticks shorter than each other ; 
and I so contriyed it, that I kept the longest in my 
hand, and by that means secured my master's. 

When the job was done, away ran the boy to inform 
his master Uiat one heifer had killed another ; he and 
his family came immediately upon the news, and find- 
ing a cow with a bloody horn, they all concluded it 
was done by her. Though the master was sadly net- 
tled at the disaster, yet he soon cut up the dead beast, 
and gave us a good large piece of it, besides the legs 
and Uie entrails; and then went home again. Thus & 
our scheme succeeded to our wish, but our principal 
aim was, under colour of having meat given us by our 
masters, to despatch another heifer privately; and if 
any person happened to see us (as we were not hx 
from strangers, though we were from our own homes) 
and ask how we came by our beef, we could say our 
masters gave it us. But success made us too bold, 
for one day having killed a beast that had strayed from 
some other people amongst ours, our masters came to 
see their cattle, which they found in the cow pens, but 
finding none of us near them, they began to suspect us : 
thereupon they divided themselves, and made a more 
narrow inquiry; one of them heard a noise in the 
wood, like the felling of trees, where we were very 
busy ; and following the sound, they soon smelt roast- 
meat : in short, our masters surprbed us, and came at 
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once amongst us with their guns cocked, crying out, 
vonne terach com boar ; which in English is, kill the 
sons of bitches. ^ 

The reader may imagine we were frightened to the 
last degree, and expected nothing but immediate death ; 
and indeed it proved almost fatal to the other three. 
They asked us whose beast it was ? We answered, a 
strange one. They told us, however, that the crime 
was the same ; for if we had practised the art of killing 
cattle privately, they were sensible that theirs must 
some time or other \i our prey, when no others offered ; 
and for that reason were resolved to punish us with 
the utmost severity. Hereupon each of my comrades' 
masters took bis slave, and in an instant castrated him. 
I, not relishing that sort of punishment, fell down at 
my master's feet, and endeavoured all I could to con> 
vince him that I had been peculiarly careful of his 
cattle ; and told him, moreover, that I would stand the 
chance of being killed by submitting myself to be shot 
at, provided he stood at any reasonable distance ; or 
run any other hazard he should think fit, rather than 
be deprived of ray manhood. My proposition was ac- 
cepted, and accordingly he took me out of the wood 
and tied my arms behind me round a tree, and placed 
himself at about fourscore yards ; then seeming to take 
good aim at me, fired, but missed me : whether he did 
it on purpose I can*t say, but I presume he . did ; ima- 
gining the terror was sufficient, having seen how se- 
verely the others were punished. They went away, 
and told us if ever they found us at such pranks again, 
nothing should save us from immediate death. 

They were no sooner gone from us than I began to 
reflect on the injustice of our masters, who, though they 
had cattle of their own, would frequently oblige us to 
go with them on their thievish expeditions ; and yet so 
severely punish us for one poor crime to satisfy our 
craving appetites. However, after all, I was forced to 
be doctor to my comrades in distress, for their masters 
took no care of them ; so I warmed some water and 
washed off the blood, and dressed their wounds : I was 

H 
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also forced while we remained there to look after all 
the cattle, and milk them too ; for they were not per- 
fectly recovered, when orders were brought us to re* 
turn with our cattle. Aa my poor comrades could 
scarce walk, I made the messenger who came to us as« 
sist me in driving the cattle home. 

When I came home, I was soon informed that deaan 
Tuley-Noro, king of Aotehosa, had given my master all 
this troujble by marching his people into Antemdroea^ 
and demanding satisfaction of aeaan Crindo for the 
murder of the vrhite muen. Now, though this was two 
years apd a half before (for so long I had been in the 
country) yet I soon hesurd that captain DniramoBd, 
captain Steward, Mr; Bembo, and the rest, who escaped 
the night before the massacre, were with him; and thafc 
there had not been, during all that time, a ship at Port 
Daupbine, for, them to return in ; but that notwith- 
standing ihe^. lived free and entirely at their own dis- 
posal. This deaan TuLey-Noro was king Samuel, 
whom I mentioned before^ and whose dominions were 
on the other side of the river Manderra. 

As soon as I got home I was taken from the cattle, 
and two men were ordered to guard me and see that I 
did not run away to king Samuel The next day we 
heard the Antenosa peoj^e were within ten miles of 
our town, whioh- put them all into a great hurry and 
confiision*, The cattle were sent one way, and the 
women and. children another; poor Robin, their white 
slave, waa along with them, but had his hands tied be- 
hind him. I had not been long there before a messen- 
ger came to my. mistress in great haste, with order to 
send me to my master in the camp, for the white men 
were to purcme me, and proposed to give two Buc- 
caneer guns as a yaliukble consideration. My mistress 
was loth to part with me ; I dissembled as much as I 
could, and showed a seeming reluctance at parting 
since I had heesa so long amongst them ; though at the 
same time I struggled hard to conceal my joy. I 
. kneeled down and licked her feet, thanking her for all 
her favours, and away I went with the messenger, in 
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great hopes how of seeing some of my coHUtrymen 
agam, and gettbg a passage to Engluid. But see how 
fortone tantalised me 1 it was twenty miles, or there* 
abottts, to the camp where my master was ; and it might 
be somewhat after midnight when we arriTed there : 
my master set a watch over me the vemain^tDg part of 
the night, and made me swear I would never •discover 
the hiding places of their wives and cattle ; which I 
readily complied with. 

The next morning king Samuel sent to 'know if I was 
come, and desired they would permit a iiundred men 
to be sent down with me between the two camps ; and 
he would send the like number to meet them with the 
two Buccaneer guns. This being agreed to, deaan 
Crindo ordered my master to go with the party ; and 
king Samuel seeing them approach, gave directions for 
his men to meet them; among whom were captain 
Drummond, and the rest of the white men. Whc^ w^ 
came near one another, captain Drummond, being ^id 
to see me, called me by my niUne; and asked me bow 
I did. My master, thereupon, clapped his hand upon 
my mouth, and vowed if I offered to speak he would 
kill me; so that I dunst not return any answer. Cap- 
tain Drummond finding I made no reply, imagined, as 
I suppose, thM I c6uld not hear, whereupon he and 
the white men came nearer. My master, on their a|y- 
proach, thought they came to take me by force, and 
cheat them of the two guns ; upon this he ordered his 
men to fire at them : so that instead of a parley and aft 
exchange of me for the two guns, a skirmish ensued, 
and boUi axmies advanced to support each other's party. 
I was immediately sent away under a strong guard to 
the woods, where I parted with my mistress the nigfrt 
before: so that this pleasmg prospect of deliveranoe 
was nothing more than a short transitory dream of li- 
berty, which immediately vanished ; and made me only 
feel the vreight of slavery much more sensibly than be- 
fore. Which vray I returned back I cannot tell; but 
sure I am, I was in such a disorder of mind as a con- 
demned criminal is when going to execution In a few 
h2 
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hours, however, I found myself in my former station; 
my legs ro parnu-pingo (a fastening almost like fetters) 
for fear I should run away : my old companions stood 
round about me, and my mistress and the women were 
glad to see me again. But I was in too melancholy. a 
mood to return them any compliments ; nor could they 
extract from me any thing but tears and exclamations 
at my hard fortune. I wished for death, and was very 
near being gratified in my desire two days after. 

The next day news came that deaan Tuley-Noro 
was returning back to his own country ; he being (as 
they said) obliged to retire by deaan Crindo, though 
the Antenosa army was twice their number. We were 
also ordeied to return home, and I was released from 
parra-pingo, and set at liberty ; my guard being also 

The day following came deaan Meyarrow, deaan 
Sambo, and their little army, entering the town with 
great pomp and grandeur, as if they had gained some 
extraordinary victory ; though I heard of nothing but a 
little bush-fighting and ambuscades. The deaan,. how- 
ever, sat himself down with his brother, the other chiefs, 
and the rest in the usual form before his house : my 
mistress, according to custom, crept out to lick her 
heroes feet ; when she had done, the rest of the women 
performed the same ceremony; and after them the 
slaves, among whom I was one. As I was getting up 
to depart, he ordered me to stay ; I stood some time 
to hear him tell his wife, how like a coward deaan 
Tuley-Noro behaved himself, though he had twice their 
number of men. After he had told his tale, he turned 
his head, and with an angry countenance asked me 
what the white men said when they called me ? Sir, said 
I, they only asked me how I did ? And nothing else, 
said he. I replied, no, sir. At this he rose up in a 
rage, cocked Ms gun, and put the muazle to my breast ; 
saying, if I did not tell him the truth he would shoot 
me that moment. I -was not much daunted, as I had 
little or no ree^ard for my life in my then melancholy 
humour ; so with little concern I repeated what I said. 
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At this he pulled the trigger, but Providence being 
pleased to preserve me for some other purpose, th^ 
cook snapped, and missed fire. Whether tne prim^ 
was wet in the pan, or by what other miracle it was I 
esci^ped his fury, I cannot say ; but that not succeeding 
to his wish, he took his lance to stab me ; when his 
brother and the rest of his chief men rati in between 
us and told him it was cruel and inhuman, and that he 
had better have killed me at first, than saved me only 
to terrify me with death on every slight occasion ; there 
being no reason at all for such severe treatment. With 
much persuasion he returned to his seait and told them 
there were just grounds to suspect the white men bad 
formed a. design to commit some treacherous action, 
since they came nearer than they ought to have done. 
And, indeed, their foars proceeded from a natural dread 
they teive of white men, ten of whom wiU drive fifty 
black men before them. Besides, eaptain Drummond 
and the rest being completely armed with pistols m 
their girdles, was an additional terror to them. What 
was the true reason of king Samuel's retiring I know 
not ; but when .this l;>roil was over, my curiosity led me 
to understand the whole affair; which was thus related 
to me. 

King Samuel's intention was to have tbarched di^ 
rectly to Fennoarevo, and foil upon deaan Crindo be- 
fore ne could be provided for him : his way lay over a 
large plain called AmboYO, leading to a great wood ; 
through which they must also pass. Deum Crindo 
having more timely notice than they expected, laid an 
ambuscade in the wood ; king Samuel being lame 6f 
the gout was carried on men's shoulders ; they suffered 
him and great part of his army to enter the wood, and 
then gave the signal : whereupon deaan Crindo's men 
arose and attacked them so vigorously and with so 
much advantage, (knowing the wood which the others 
did not,) that king j^muel hiiBs^f was in danger of 
being taken ; but was ^landy defended by the white 
men, and others of his bravest people. They were 
obliged, however^ to retire into the plain, where they 
b3 
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encamped, as did deaan Crindo*s people close by the 
wood side, and eren in it ; by that means securing 
themselves from the superior number of the Antenosa 
army, which, as they were informed, consisted of six 
thousand men. Here they came to a parley : king Sa- 
muel sent one of his chiefs to acquaint deaan Crindo, 
that he had no intention to deprive him either of his 
cattle or his slaves ; but that as he had been brought up 
among while men, all such were his friends ; and he 
looked on himself obliged in duty and honour to de- 
mand some satisfaction of deaan Crindo, for the white 
men he had so inhumanly sacrificed to his resentment ; 
and if there were any yet alive, he desired to have them 
in order to send them to their native country. 

Deaan Crindo gave good attention to the messenger, 
and then returned an answer to this effect : that he 
wondered deaan Tuley-Noro should concern himself 
with other p|eople*s affairs ; that as to the white men 
who were shipwrecked on his coast, he looked upon it, 
that the great God had sent them there for nis assist- 
ance ; and that as he had a potent enemy, and was con- 
scious of the white men's courage, as well as superior 
skill in war, he should not slight thelielp his gods had 
sent him. Accordingly he treated them with the ut- 
most civility as friends, and maintained them in as 
handsome a manner as his country would afford ; they 
wanting for nothing he could procure them : and after 
all, though they had in so violent a manner seized him, 
and prince Mumanzack, and made them prisoners, he 
would condescend so far to Tuley-Noro to inform him 
(though under no obligations to give him an account 
of his actions, or frame any excuses) that neither he, 
nor prince Mumanzack was present, or any way aid- 
ing or abetting in their deaths; but that action was 
done by some of his sons and nephews to revenge the 
indignity offered to himself and prince Mumanzack. 
And to convince him he did not tell him this as a plea, 
through a mean spirited fear ; since his sons thought fit 
to do it, he woula justify and defend them in it ; and 
thought they did the white men justice. That he knows 
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but of one that was Imng out of four boys, who were 
saved at that time, whom by inquiry he finds to be m 
deaan Mevarrow's hands: as to the other three, one 
died by sickness ; the second was killed by his master 
for his obstinacy and perverseness ; and the third ran 
away or was lost ; for nobody knew what was become 
of him : and as to him who was living, he should not 
have him without paying such a ransom as his master 
required. 

Now, by several circumstances, I am apt to imagine, 
that this answer might seem highly reasonable to king 
Samuel; and that in my opinion prevailed more on him 
to return to Antenosa, than all the force ray master 
boasted of, or than all diat Crindo's army was capable 
of performing. 

They told me, however, that king Samuel in his an- 
swer hereto, excused the violence the white men offered 
to deaan Crindo, by asserting that they did it only to 
secure their liberty ; that they did not, nor ever intend- 
ed to hurt or injure him. However, as there was no 
raising the dead to life, if he would send six hundred 
head of cattle, it should be deemed a sufficient com- 
pensation; as for me, he was ready and willing to pur- 
chase me, and desired to know what they demanded 
for my redemption. Deaan Crindo sent word that 
with respect to me, they insisted on two Buccaneer 
guns; but as to his demand of six hundred head of 
cattle, he was not to have laws, or any arbitrary com- 
mands imposed on him by any king whomsoever ; that 
if they wanted provision he was ready to supply him : 
for it should not be said that deaan Tuley-Noro came 
to see hini, and he would not give him a dinner ; and 
for that reason he had ordered his people to present 
him with six oxen and a bull. 

King Samuel, as some would have it, resented this 
as an affront, and would have attacked the Ant^m- 
droeans immediately upon it, but was dissuaded by 
captain Dnimmond and the rest, there being no likeli- 
hood of any engagement but bush-fighting; which ipust 
be to the advantage of the Antemdroeans in their own 
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country, who were in possession of the wood : so find- 
ing that no other terms would be agreeable, they ac- 
cepted of deaan Crindo*s present, whicli his men want- 
ed, indeed, and went on m their parley about me ; the 
success whereof you have already seen. However, 

I mast not pass over a piece of superstition practised 
here. There are a sort of people in this country Who 
pretend to a profound knowledge im the magicsd virtue 
of roots^ trees, plants, and other products of the like 
nature ; and of tneir power to perform wondrous things 
by charms composed of them. One of these conjurers, 
or Umossees (as the natives call them) prevailed on 
deaan Crindo to take a certain powder which he gave 
him, and to strip off a piece of the skin of the tail of 
a white bull, because deaan Tuley-Noro was a whitish 
roan, and to clap this powder upon the wound ; as also 
to mix some of h vnth water, and give it to the bull to 
drmk thereof, before it was given to the Antenosa men. 
Now this was not done in order to make the creature 
unwholesome, and by that means to procure deaths, or 
diseases among their enemies in the common way ; but 
with a view to work some vntchcraft or supernatural 
operation upon them. Now it happened that in two 
months after this king Samuel diea : at that time he 
was veiy infirm, and had been so long before ; which, 
widi the fatigue of this journey, might hasten his end. 
There was not wanting, however, people superstitious 
^noQgh to think his death vrzs the effect of this incan- 
tation ; though it is reasonable to spppose he eat none 
of the bull, there being oxen at the same time ; for 
these negroes would make oxen no more than we white 
men, were they not sensible that the flesh of them is in 
all respects more gratefol to the taste than that of bulls. 
Ana since I have had an opportunity of saying thus 
much of king Samuel, I suppose my reader will be so 
curious as to inquire wbo this king witSi a christian 
.name was ? and what reason should induce him to as- 
sist us, and revenge our wrongs ? His living near the 
sea, and the immense treasure he and his people 
amassed together by trading with the English, may 
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serve as a sufficient motive for the friendship this king 
showed to our people : and indeed they are friends to 
the English all over the island, except in some few 
places hx distant from the sea. King Samuers history, 
nowever, being very particular, I shdl here relate it as 
I had it at different times from the natives themselves. 
Whether any of the French authors of voyagies have 
written aoy memoirs concerning him, I cannot positively 
affirm ; nor have I had the opportunity of seeing their 
histories of Madagascar, to compare them with my 
own ; I shall not, therefore, vary from the account I 
had of it, whether it be agreeable to what others have 
said, or not. 

This part of the country to which the French have 
given the name of Port Dauphine, is called in the Ma- 
dagascar language Antenosa. There came hither about 
ninety years ago two French ships, on what account I 
cannot learn ; however they came to an anchor close 
under the land, in a very good harbour. The captain 
observing that there were plenty of cattle, and all pro- 
visions, as also a very good soil, determined that one 
of them should stay here, and establish a settlement : 
hereupon they cast lots who should continue on the 
island, and the person on whom the lot fell was captain 
Mesmerrico. [I must here desire my reader to observe, 
that this is the name by which the natives distinguisli 
him ; though in all probability as they are unlearned 
they may pronounce it very incorrectly : but, besides, 
as it is some considerable time since, and they have no 
vmtings or records, so consequently, they can have no 
other historj^than that of tradition, from father to son, 
and so on to succeeding generations.] This captain 
Mesmerrico landed with two hundred white men, well 
armed, ind provided with store of ammunition and 
other necessaries for the building of a fort, which they 
immediately began. No sooner had the natives ob- 
served their intention, than they used their utmost art 
and industry to prevent them : this created a war, in 
which the ]f rench were the victors, who took at several 
times a great number of prisoners. In this war the king 
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of Antenosa and his brother were killed ; and amongst 
many other childi«n that were made captiyes, the 
king's son was one. When the French had suppressed 
the natives and completed their fort, the ships set sail 
for France, and carried this young prince and several 
others of distinction witii them. 

In about a year after this expedition, the natif«s be- 
gan to be better reconciled to the French ; notwith- 
standing they were secretly disgusted at the indignity 
offered to their young prince, and could by no means 
relish the government and direction of foseigners. 
However, the French, by their ar^l and cunning de- 
portment and insinuations, gained so much friendship 
amongst them, Aat they married, and lived up ana 
down in several towns, at some distance from each 
other, and not above frve or six in a place. They oc^ 
casionally assisted the natives in their wars against a 
king that resides to the northward, whom they defeated, 
took a great number of slaves and many cattle. In this 
manner they lived for some years with great tranqtriUfty, 
neglecting their fort, and extending themselves all over 
the whole country of Antenosa : but at last, as their fa- 
milies grew numerous, the natives grew jealous ; and 
recollecting how inhumanly they had treated tlieir 
prince, and perceiving them thus scattered and dis- 
persed, they thought thb a favourable opportunity to 
tree themselves from a ibreign yoke. Hereupon they 
formed a conspiracy to cut off all the white men in one 
day ; and the Wednesday following it was put in execu* 
tion, not leaving a white man alive in Antenosa. 

Soon after a French ship came there m usual; the 
maurominters, or slaves, ymo retained a respect for the 
French, got a canoe and went off to them, and informed 
them that their countrymen were all massacred. The 
captain was startled, and deeply concerned at this me- 
lancholy news, but could not revenge their cause, being 
glad to steer another course without making the least 
attempt to*go on shore. 

Having now nobody to interrupt them, they put their 
government into its original form^ and made choice of 
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one for their king, who was the moat nearly related to the 
former ; there being no other son than he whom the 
French took captive. Under this new king's direction 
they lived peaceably and quietly for several fears, no 
French ship ever presuming to come near them ; but 
now and then an English s&p paid them a visit ; and 
they traded in a very fidr and honest mann^ with- the 
officers on board. 

Some years afterwards^ a French ship, homeward- 
bound from India, happened to be in great distress for 
want of water and provisions, and could not compass 
the Cape. Port Dauphine lay veiry commodious for the 
captain, but he knew that the natives were their impla* 
cable enemies, neither was he ignonmt of the real oc- 
casion ; and therefore resolved to make use of the fol- 
lowing stratagem. Under a pretence of being sent 
ambamdor from the Frendi king, be went on ^re in 
great pomp^ and with proper attendants. The ship lay 
at anchor as near the snore as possible, in order, to be 
within reach of their guns in case any acts of hostility 
should be shown them* The natives who came down 
to them, asked if they woe English or French? They 
replied, the latter; but they were sent by express or- 
ders from the French king with some valuable presents, 
and. were inclined to make a treaty of peace. The king 
they had last chosen, whom I mentioned before, died 
about a. month before thdr arrival, and no new one was 
then elected' in his stead ; but the old c^ueen (mother 
of tiie prince whom they had so clandestinely conveyed 
away some years before) being then alive, gave direc- 
tions that the ambassador should be conducted to her 
house. His men carried a great many things of no 
great value amongst them ; but such, however, as they 
knew would be highly agreeable in this country. These 
were formally presented in the name of the French 
king, and the queen testified her satisftiction in the re- 
ception of them, by entertaining the captain in the 
most elegant manner she could devise. This day passed 
in compliments, «nutual presents^ and ^ch other cere- 
monies as were consistent with their ideas of public 
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grandeur ; the next day she sent for the captain and in- 
formed him, that she expected his men, as well as him- 
self, should take the oaths according to the custom of 
her country. 

The captain having readily agreed to her proposition, 
the ceremony was performed after the following man- 
ner :— the holy owley, of which we have already given 
some account, was brought out and hung upon a piece 
of wood laid crosswise on two forks, all which were 
cut down on this solemn occasion ; as was also a long 
pole, to which a bullock was fastened : this was provi- 
ded hj the queen, and when killed, they took part of 
the tail, and some of the hair of the nose and ey^rows, 
and put them on some live coals that were under the 
owley ; they then took some of the blood, which they 
sprinkled upon it, and upon the beam whereon it hung; 
the liver also was roasted, and a piece placed on it ; 
two other pieces were put on two lances, which were 
stuck in the ground betwixt the queen and the ambas- 
sador ; the queen swore first to this, or the like effect : — 
'' I swear by the great God above, by the four gods of 
the four quarters of the world, by the spirits of my 
forefathers, and before this holy owley, that neither I, 
nor any of my offspring, nor any of my people, who 
assist at this solemnity, or their issue, shall or will 
wittingly, or willingly, kill any Frenchman, unless he 
prove the first aggressor : and if we, or any of us, mean 
any other than the plain and honest truth by this pro- 
testation, may this hver, which I now eat, be converted 
into poison, and destroy me on the spot.'' 

Having repeated this form of words, she took the 
piece of liver off the lance and eat it, and when she had 
done, the sham-ambassador did the same. 

The captain, or quondam ambassador, stayed on 
shore about three or four days after this solemn con- 
tract, and sent on board what provision his people 
wanted. * A firm firiendship being now established be- 
tween them, they strove who should outvie the other in ' 
the arts of courtesy and complaisance. The captain in- 
vited the queen to go on board his vessel, and she very 
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readily went with several of the chief of her people, 
who were treated by the captain with great magnifi- 
cence, and to her entire satismction. She returned on 
shore in the ship's boat, and stood looking about her 
for some time aUer she was landed. The Frenchmen, 
not regarding the presence of the black queen, stripped 
and swam about to wash and cool themselv^; the 
queen observing the whiteness of their skins, indulged 
her curiosity in looking on them ; at last, perceiving 
one man whose skin was ma9h darker than the rest of 
his companions, as he came toward the shore, and was 
going to put on his clothes, she espied a particular 
mole under his left breast; she went to him imme' 
diately, and looking more wishfully on it, would not 
permit him to pat on his shirt, but claimed him as her 
son, who had been carried away, when a child, many 
years before; and had not patience to contain herself, 
but ran to him, (crying for joy that she had found her 
son,) threw her arms about his neck, and almost stifled 
him with kisses. This surprised all the people, as 
well blacks as whites, till having recovered herself a 
little, she turned to them and told them this was her 
son, and showed them the private mark. They who 
had known the young prince drew near, viewed the 
mole, and acquiesced with her that it must be he, and 
no odier. The Frenchmen could not tell what to make 
of this odd discovery, nor what might be the fatal con- 
sequences thai might possibly attend it. 

The captain, therefore, taking the man aside, advised 
him to give as artful answers as he could to what ques- 
tions they should ask him for their safety's sake. Now 
there were several blacks who spoke French, and by 
their means the Frenchmen as soon understood the 
queen as they did. She desired they would ask him if 
he knew the country he was bom iu? He answered, 
he could remember nothing of it, for he was carried 
from his native place wh^ a child. She asked him if 
he knew her? He said, he could not pretend to say 
absolutely that he did, but he thought she bore a great 
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jpesemblance to somebody he was much used to when 
joung. 

This confirmed them more and more in their opinion. 
As to his being white-tinned, they thought that might 
eanly be from his wearing clothes during the time he 
was absent firom home; his hair was as black as theirs, 
so that it was concluded it must be their orince. The 
old queen was transported with joy at finaing her son, 
and the natifca were for ohoosmg him their king di'* 
rectly^ he being the ne«t heir. 'Aey asked what was 
his name. He told them he never remembered that 
he waa called by any other name than that of Samuel; 
but they gave him what they thought was his original 
name, com])ounded with Tuley, which denoted his re- 
turn^ or arrival; so they called him deaan Tuley-Noro. 
Deaasv it nia;^ be observed, is a universal title of 
honour, and signifies lord; and he was also farther 
saluted immediately with the title of Panzacker, that is, 
king of Antenosa. 

The captain and other Frenchmen were surprised to 
find the man play his part so dextefronsly; not per- 
ceiving, at first, that he was in earnest, and was as 
fond of being ^ir king as they were of electing him, 
though it was in so heathenish a place. He had here 
twelve thousand fighting men immediately under his 
eommand, and a fine, spacious, and plentiful country 
to live in at his pleasure. The ship's crew sailed away 
and left him behind them; but as often as the Frencm 
had occasion for what tbis^ island afibrded, th^ made 
it a constant practice to put into- Port Daupfaine, and 
traffic with him. 

About three or four years before we were castTaway, 
a French ship happening to be there, some of the men 
got drunk on shore, and in a quarrel with some of the 
natives, told them that king Samuel was not their law- 
fbl prince, but that he was still resident in France. 
This might have proved ofcvery ftital consequence to 
him, but he took sudi care to prevent it, as no one 
oonld justly blame him for. He sent for the man who 
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nadtt this public declaration^ and ordered him to be 
shot to death; he commanded; likewise, his companiona 
to depart forthwith, and assured them, that if ever 
they, or any of their countrymen presumed to come 
•within his territories again, they should ^el the weight 
of his resentment. And our man, who advised ub 
from putting into Port Dauphine, being informed o( 
this last adirenUire, made him say he was barbarass 
to all white people; but he had heard the story ini-> 
perfectly, and from thence arose the mistake which 
proved so fatal to us. 

By this conforence between deaan Crindo and king 
-Samuel, I came to the knowledge of what happened to 
the white boys, who were my fellow captives, at least, 
so fiur as the natives knew themselves; as also, that the 
prince whom we seized and made prisoner with deaan 
Crindo, their king, was not, properly speaking, his son, 
but deaan Mumanzack, his n^hew, whose nght deaan 
Crindo had usurped, as we find in the sequd of this 
story; but a word in theif language, signifying off- 
spring, and eon^rehending as well grandsons and ne« 
pnewB, as sons, was the cause of our mistake. But, 

To setnm to my own history : the contest between 
my master and me being pretty well over, through the 
intereeauon of deaan Sunbo and the other chieft, he 
ordered me to go and work in the plantations, and told 
me with a stem countenaoce, that if I hoed the cav- 
ravances and weeds together, as I did before, he would 

hoe my out I went away very weU satisfied, 

not carinff where I was sent, so it was but out of his 
sight, for he now became more my aversion than ever. 

Our plantation was near five miles firom home, and 
be seldom <»me above once in a month to visit us. As 
to my maintenance, or that of the rest of his slaves, we 
must provide for ourselves, or starve, for he never eoi^ 
cemed himself about us. However, each man had as 
much land as he thought proper to cultivate for his 
own use, and one day in a week without centred. 
When I first came there, I thought I must have starved. 
I was obliged on moonlight nights, after I had done 
i2 
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my task, to go into the woods and hunt out for wild 
yams for my sustenance, and too often I found no more 
than was sufficient for one meal; which, however, I 
was forced to husband to the best advantage. 

My fellow slaves were, indeed, as courteous to me as 
I could well expect; and as they had plantations of 
their own, they gave me carravances and such other 
victuals as they had ; especially on dark nights, and at 
such times as I could not shift for myself. I worked 
sometimes two nights in a week in cleaning and burn- 
ing down the weeds and other things off the spot of 
ground I had allotted for my own plantation; the best 
root, however, that I could plant to produce myself 
food in a short time was potatoes. I lived in thit mise- 
rable plight for nearly three months successively, and it 
was a year before I was well settled, and could say I 
had plenty. 

Honey is one of the most profitable, as weU as most 
useful things this country produces ; and they may have 
it in plenty, if they ¥Fill but take proper care. There is 
little trouble in the management of bees, which are here 
very numerous ; they will readily come to their hives, 
or toakes, as the natives call them, and I took a parti- 
cular delight in making them. They are part of the 
body of a tree, called fbntuoletch; which is first cut (^ 
about a yaid long, and then split right down. After 
we have dug out the middle with our hatchets, in which 
operation we are not over nice, we bind the two parts 
together in their natural position, so that the hive is a 
hollow cylinder ; we leave a hole at the bottom for the 
bees to enter, and this is all the care that need be 
taken. 

I had a large stock of these hives, but my neighbours 
too often plundered them. Once, however, I caught 
a young fellow; and about three or four days after, I 
went to his father to demand satisfaction for the honey 
he stole, and the destruction of my hives. The old man 
made very few words with me, but gave me two 
hatchets, a hoe, and ten strings of beads. I was very 
well satisfied with this compensation, and looked upon 
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myself as no inoonsiderable person; but soon aft^, I 
found out a sure method to preserve my honey ; the 
relation -whereof will give the reader an adequate idea 
of almost ^ only superstition to which these people 
are addicted. 

I have made mention before of Uie Unossees who 
pretend to be magicians, sorcerers, and fortune-telleTs. 
One of these was on his travels from Antenosa hrto our 
country, and took up his lodgings at my master's town; 
my master had been tiiat day in the woods to visit his 
beehives, and perceived several of them robbed of 
their store: he returned before night in a very great 
passion, and threatened to shoot me person that was 
found stealing his hpney^ let him . be who he would. 
This Umossee coming to pay his respects to him just at 
that time, and hearing his complaint^ told him he could 
give him a secret, or diarm, that would effectually pre- 
vent his honey from being stolen; but he was amud to 
communicate it, becaose it would infallibly kill the 
person who sbould but taste of it. Deaan Mevarrow 
repUed, he did not care if they were all killed. Here- 
upon, it was agreed, that the Umossee should have two 
cows and two calves, in case his project proved effec- 
tual, and should stay to see the desired success. 

Accordingly, the next morning, he went into the 
woods and singled out a tree which the natives call 
Toe-bouche; we have none like it in England, nor is it 
very material, foir any tree would have done his business, 
I presume, as well. He went to the eastward of this 
tree and due up a piece of its root, and then turned to 
the westward, and dug up another piece; after this, he 
took Uie eastern root, and ordered deaan Mevarrow to 
rub it on a stone with a little water, and sprinkle 
the water among the bees, and the honeycombs in 
the hives; and^ if any one, said he, shall steal the 
honey, and eat the least morsel of it in a quarter of a 
day, (for they reckon not by hours, as we do,) they will 
swell and break out in spots, like a leopard, from head 
to foot, and in three days they will die. Deaan Me- 
varrow was highly pleased at this discovery, and said, 
i3 
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how shall I do when I want to make use of mj 
honey for myself and family? The Umossee replied, 
the remedy is here in my hand, which is no other 
than a root of the same tree, but dug to the westward ; 
and when you take your honey, rub a little of this upon 
another stone with water, and sprinkle the hives ; this 
being done, your eastern root will have no power. But if 
any one have stolen your honey, and feel tne bad effects 
of it, and you are inclined to be merciful and save his 
life, give him a small quantity of this western root, 
which he called vauhovalumy, or root of life, and it 
will take down all the swelling; the spots will all 
vanish, and the person be restored to his former state 
of health. 

All this was mighty well, but the principal point was 
to try the virtues of it, and see if it would answer all 
these fine purposes of the Umossee, which deaan Me- 
varrow was somewhat doubtful of, though very eager to 
know; and therefore, having sprinkled his hives with 
the eastern root according to directions, he proposed it 
to several to make the experiment, and he would give 
them an ox as a reward, but nobody would venture ; 
Whereupon he ordered it to be published about the 
country, and by this means I came to hear of it Now 
I had before observed the simplicity of the people on 
these occasions, and plainly perceived that these artful 
Umossees took the advantage of their ignorance to cheat 
and impose upon them. I was very sensible there was 
nothing more in all this, and that it had already met 
with the effect desired, by striking terror into the peo- 
ple ; and having a considerable quantity of honey my- 
self, I imagined, if I gave out that I had the secret, it 
"would also preserve mine. I sent word, therefore, to 
my master, that I would oblige him if he would com- 
municate the secret to me, in case I survived the ex- 
periment. He not only sent for me immediately, and 
agreed to my proposal, but made me a promise of a 
considerable reward besides. 

I went, accordingly, with my master and several 
others to the hive, which was sprinkled, as they call it, 
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with the poison; and swallowed the honey down by 
handfiils before them, asking them at the same time 
if they would eat some with me? They would not 
touch it, they said, for ten thousand cattle; making 
several grimaces in the mean time, and expecting every 
moment some dismal calamity would befall me for my 
presumption. When I had filled my belly, my master 
would have me home with him, in order to have the 
cure at hand, but I chose rather to stay with my com- 
rades; by which means, I had time to contrive some 
way to deceive them. As foi||ine would have it, being 
in the fields, I saw at some distance a calf sucking a 
cow ; and nobody being in sight, I tied up the calf with 
my lamber, and milked the cow into my mouth as long 
as ever I could. This, and the honey together, had the 
desired effect, for it began to swell me immediately, 
and rumbled in my belly so loud that it might be heard. 
Away went I to my comrades, who perceivm^ my belly 
swelled, and hearing the unusual noise, advised me to 
run home, and cry out I was poisoned. I pre- 
tended to step behind a hedge on some private occa- 
sion, but it was only to whip myself with some nettles. 
The pimples and redness raised from this stratagem 
terrified them still more and more; for there appeared 
on me all the symptoms of poison which the Umossee 
had before described ; and to crown the deceit, you 
may be sure I did not fail to comply, and cry out most 
heartily ; thereupon, some ran before me, and others 
helped me home. 

My master, before I came, had prepared the water 
with the vauhovalumy, or root of lite ; the people, ter- 
rified at the danger I was in, flocked round the house ; 
some pitied me, and stood astonished at the profound 
learning of the Umossee, who did not, himself, perceive 
the cheat. Well, I drank the medicine, and after re- 
^posing myself for three or four hours, all the tokens of 
danger disappeared, and I was well. The vauhovalumy 
was looked upon as a soverei^ medicine, and the 
Umossee as a very great and wise man, who diil not a 
little value himself upon the success of his secret. 
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repenting tkat he had parted with it at so cheap a rate ; 
saying, be would hare twenty cows for it of the next 
that wanted it. Deaan Mevarrow, as a gratification, 
bid him choose any two cows and two calves out of all 
his cattle in the cow-pen, which he did accordingly, 
and departed. My master, on my promise of secrecy, 
discovered bodi the roots to me, and showed me not 
only bow to find them, but how to use them to the best 
adyantage; for the pain, he imagined, I had suffered, 
and the hazard I underwent, he presented me with a 
cow and calf; I then tiought I had spent my time to 
a very good purpose. 

WhcSa I returned to my plantation, my neighbours 
and fdlow-skyes having observed the sudden and ter- 
rible effects of this poison, begged of me to put a mar]c 
upon all my hives, that when they went out a honey- 
stealing, they might not be killed by eating any of 
mine. This was the very thing I aimed at, and, ac- 
cordingly, I put a white stick before every hive, and 
never lost my honey afterwards. Nobody would go 
near my hives for fear my bees should sting them, and 
the wounds should prove of more dangerous conse^ 
quence than those of others. 

Having now a cow and a calf, I had milk Oif my own, 
and was as rich as my fellow-slaves; besides the ad- 
vantage I made of my honey, by selling forty or fifty 
gallons a year for hatchets, beads, &c.y to those wh4» 
make toake with it ; more especially ^igainst their ciiw 
cumcision, and other solemn festivals. 

I lived in this manner about three years, whid», witk 
the two years and a half I had spent before, made \ip 
almost an apprenticeship in this country. One day my 
master came to survey our work, and taking peculiar 
notice of the method I observed, he told me I nrnsl 
go home with him and keep his cattle, which were 
near the town. This employment was not near so lur 
borious as digging and cultivating his plantation ; how- 
ever, I was pretty well improv^, but as he provided 
for me now, and my honey was safe, I was not mud) 
concerned at my removal ; so away I went, driving my 
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own cattle, which were considerably increased, having 
two heifers, besides my cow and calf. My household 
furniture too was not so cumbersome, but I was able 
.to carry it all away at once; yet I was as rich, and had 
as much as other people in my mean station, and much 
more than many of them. 

In less than two days I built me a house, and a 
cow-pen for my cattle. Now was I in my former situ- 
ation, and looking ai^er my master's cattle; the hardest 
of my labour was, as I observed before, the bringing 
home ev^ other night, either a tub or a calabash, four 
or five miles, full of water; but considering I was a 
slave, I lived in as much ease as I could reasonably 
expect;. 

I had not continued long in this last station, before 
a general calamity reduced us to the most deplorable 
circumstances. The epidemical evil of this island 
is, their frequent animosities and open quarrels with 
one another, which is the principal reason why such 
numbers of them are sold to the Europeans for slaves. 
This is a dangerous and destructive misfortune to a 
people, otherwise good*natured and well disposed; 
who have wholesome laws for the determination of all 
disputes, and the punishment of all crimes, of which 
I shall give an account in a more proper place; but 
what I have, to Observe here is, that the sovereign 
prince of any country has seldom force sufficient to 
oblige the lesser chiefs in his dominions to answer, in 
a judicial way, to the wrongs they do each other, or 
the mistakes and errors which they casually commit; 
but they fight it out, making slaves of, impoverishing, 
and destroying one another, after the manner I am 
now going to relate, in which I myself was a severe 
sufferer. 

All things appeared in a state of peace and tran- 
quillity. No foreign enemy for a long time molested 
OS. But what I took particular notice of when first a 
slave, was, my master and others clandestinely driving 
away their neighbours' cattle, and their neighbours being 
equally guilty of the same practice, so that it was a 
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very difficult point to deternune who was the aggressor 
in the present quarrel. But one day, as I and some 
others went about five or six miles to water our eaMle, 
.having two men »nned with guns to guud us aeoord- 
ing to custom, it happened, on our letuvn home, that 
notwithstanding the greater number of them went on 
slowly, grazing, as they pa^ed along, some of the milch 
cows, wanting to ]>e sud^ed by ^eircalTcs, ran home- 
wards before the rest. The man knowing me to be 
very active and nimble, desiied me to run forwards and 
stop them, in order to keep them in a body ; but*ihey 
being eot a| a great distance, it was some time before 
I could turn them. When J needed about, I was sur- 
prised to see one of our men shooting amongst a »body 
of men, who were driving the cattle another wa^, and 
running from them towards me; they soon espted^is, 
and our cattle, and ran after us. Hereupon I ^«Hted 
my post, and fiied as fast as I could home to my master, 
and was the first messenger to relate our .disaster. I 
puffed and blowed, being finghtened, and outx)f breathy 
and in imperfect exclamations I Idd him, that an amy 
had seized our cattle; and that one of our men, Aamed 
Roynsowra, had fired and killed somebody; but I could 
not inform him who the enemy were, nor on what ac- 
count they thus attacked us. While »y master and 
some others were diseoursii^ wiA me^ in came two or 
three more, who informed them thatt deaan Chaharv 
and his brother deaan Frukey, two of iieaan Crtndo s 
sons, were the parties ooncemed. Our master, it seems^ 
bad been found guilty of steaUsg three of deaan Fro- 
key's cattle, and this they did by wa^ of retaliation. 
All was in an uproar and c<mfusion at once. Each 
man took up his arms in a hurry. Deaan Mevarrow 
ordered them to follow him, which they were as much 
inclined to do as he was to lead diem, fortiie loss was 
general. All the milch eows and homo-kept cattle were 
gone, and now away went all the men in pursuit of 
diem, except such as were old and infirm. Amongst 
others, I was demolished, having lost my cow and mv 
two heifers; my calf, indeed, was left at hom^ lowing' 
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Ibr if» dam, as did every body's else; between which 
▼ooiferations^and the outcries of the wotnen and children, 
there was a most confused and hideous uproar. 

Deaan Frukey, who then was, or at least pretended 
lo be, the injured petrnXk, lived within two or three 
mfles of our waitering-place ; but they drove our cattle 
more to the northward, to deaan Chahary's town, whidi 
was better fortified, and much more capable of sustain* 
ing the assanlt^ which they justly imagined we should 
mike against it« Though otir people were highly prO'* 
noked, and very expeditious, y^t they follbwed them 
vnih all the cineumspeetion imaginabte; having spies 
who ran softty before, by v^^om they found their ene* 
Hues were entered the tow« with< their booty. Our 
people, not being provided with strength sufiBcient^ and 
naving no time to call in their ueighbours to their 
assistanee, did not attempt to assault deean Chahary's 
town, bu turned off without being suspected, and went 
about five buIcs farther, whetftf they kept their breeding 
cattle. As it was now late in ^ night> Aey took them 
aU without any opposhioti, the few keepers they had 
beiag at a* distance^ and fairt asleep; so that they dtove 
away thebeastt without ai^ noise, and made their vray 
bomewardsr as fast as; possible. We Iboked out all the 
momingv esdpecting every siiimte they wotild letum ; 
and, at length, wis e«pied them* with a vast di^ve of 
cattle, containing as many ar least; if not more than 
our owU) being Sbore five hundred. All of us ima^ned 
they had recovered their own; and formv own part, I 
was* thinking how I should kiss my cow «>r joy of see- 
ing her again; but too soon we penceived they were 
strangers, and 9B I was not with tnem, I had no share 
of the booty. 

My master, and several others, after they had divided 
them, killed some of the oitefi ; a jovial feast was' made 
immediately, and our people sent me part of the ban- 
quet The day foUowing my master despatched me to 
look: after the oatde as before, whilst hS went to tepair 
seme breaches in his town walls, by putthig in several 
poles, which were eat down for that purpose, and made 
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preparations for a war. He had not patience, however, 
to stay at home and see whether his enemies would 
come to create him any new dbturbance, though he 
might be very well satisfied with the reprisals he had 
ma^e on them, since he had taken away more than he 
had lost. However, in two or three days' time after, 
be was resolutely bent to surprise the enemy*8 town by 
night, though he left his own unguarded, and met with 
such success as so precipitate a conduct justly deserved ; 
for the very next morning after their expedition, as I 
and others were watering our cattle, and looking, care- 
fully after them, lest they should run to their own 
Aome, which was consideij|bly nearer to the waterings 
place than our town, about twenty men rushed out of 
a thicket of bushes, and leaped upon us like so many 
tigers on their prey. However, i and three or four 
more boys had time to start out of their clutches and fly 
for it ; but they soon overtook the rest, carrying them 
back, and all the cattle and the other slaves that were 
with them; while some followed me, hollaing out, 
and menacing to kill me if I did not stop and surren- 
der myself their captive. Thereupon I turned about, 
and perceiving I had gained eround of them, I ran 
directly forwanls for a mile ana a half at least, before 
I came to any proper shdter. At length I came to a 
wood, with which I was well acquainted, where I soon 
lost them. They returned back to their companions, 
and went o£f wiUi their prisoners and cattle. Perceiv- 
ing them gone I hastened home ; when I entered the 
town the women immediately flocked round about me, 
for they saw by my countenance and the confusion I was 
in that some misfoiiune had attended our party. I soon 
acquainted them with the loss we had sustained, and 
they as soon reflected on their husband's ill conduct ; 
who, to gratify the dictates of a blind passion, and to 
avenge Siemselves on their enemies, would leave all- 
that was valuable to themselves unguarded to become 
their prey ; for they might be very well assured that 
they had spies out to give notice of every opportunity 
which migKt tend to their advantage. 
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Deaan Mevarrow returned about evening, when, for 
his welcome home, the news of this morning's expedi- 
tion was related to him. I also understood the project 
they went upon had proved fruitless and ineffectual ; 
for though they arrived at the enemy's town an hour 
before daylight, yet so cautious and vigilant were they 
in sending out their spies all ways both night and day, 
that they discovered our people, and alarmed the 
townfolks, who came out and met them. And aU 
that was done, as I could hear, was only a tongue^ 
battle, and vollies of opprobrious language. Deaan 
Mevarrow, indeed, fired at them at a distance, which 
they returned, but no execution was done on eitlier 
side. A kinsm§in coming soon after daylight to deaan 
Frukey's assistajice, deaan Mevarrow thought it most 
advisable to withdraw ; but not without telling them, 
if his kinsman and his people had not come in to his 
assisatnce, he would have ha!(l all his cattle again in a 
few hours. To this they replied, that they would 
not only keep the cattle they had of his, but that their 
own, which nad been lately carried away by surprise, - 
were by this time in their own hands again, as hc' 
would find at his return. And what tliey asserted, 
indeed, proved too true: at this he was heartily 
nettled. We had killed, however, a considerable 
number of them first, and stocked ourselves with provi-- 
sions. He vowed to be revenged on his uncles, and 
accordingly made preparations for another enterprise, 
which was entered upon in three days after. He asked . 
me if I was willing to make one of the. party? I 
very readily embraced his offer, for there was safety 
nowhere now ; and being at home was as dangerous as 
being with them. So he furnished me with a gun, 
cartouch-box, and powder-horn, and thus accoutred, I 
commenced soldier. 

We sallied ou\ of our town as soon as it was dark, 
for we had a great way to go. Deaan Frukey, with all 
his people, having abandoned his own town, not think- 
ing it sufficiently fortified, and moved to his brother's, 
which was many miles farther to the northward, we 

K 
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marched very briskly, btit as silently as possible, never 
speaking to each other, but in whispers. As my skin 
appeared white, they imagined it must be discerned at 
a di^ance in the dark, and expose us by that means to 
our enemy's spies; they tiherefore made me besmear 
myself all over vrith mud. 

We catme neat the town about tv^o hours before day- 
light, and sent two men who were perfectly acquainted 
With every part of it, in order to search for breaches, or 
at least some vreak places in the" fortifications. They 
succeeded as they could wish, and returued, having 
discovered not only tlRTO breaches, but the private way 
too, which is alveays prepared for thie women and chil- 
dren, by which to make their escape into the woods in 
case of a surprise. Near this place we laid an ambus- 
cade of thirty men, who were orders liot to fire, ot 
make the least noise, and to seite the women only in 
their flieht. Our army was divided into three parts : 
deaan Mevarrow, vrtth his people, attacked the more 
difficult breach of the two ; a chief man of his the 
other; and deaan Sambo the gate, in v^hose party t 
was; fet my master wofuld not take me with him, 
thinking I could Uot well bear to tread upon the 
thorns in the fortification. 

There were three gates, one within another. The 
signal for our attack vras the firing the first gun, which 
was not to be till the deaan Mevarrow and the other chief 
had secured the outside of the breaches, and it was a 
quarter of an hour before We had accomplished it. The 
townsmen were by that time all in arms, and almost as 
well prepared as we, for they secured the inner gate, 
at the same time we enteied the outer one, and came 
fbriously towards us with warmth and resolution ; how- 
ever, vre drove them back. They maintained the other, 
indeed, a long time, till deaan Mei^arrow had, with 
much difi)culty, gained a passage through the breach ; 
one of his principal men was shot in the belly just 
before him, whicn so provoked him that he leaped 
down, and the rest followed. 

About the same time we pushed vigorously towards. 
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apd entered t)>e town. Immediatdy we heard thi 
outcry of the women, who were suxprised by our am* 
buscade, and almo^t all of them taken. The men got 
off by a breach, which they (hooaselves made into the 
woods, and left us the t^wn to ^under and reduce to 
ashes, which was done accoi^dingly. I got for .my 
share a small quantity of cotton, and a few wooden plat- 
ters, and some spoons. We found here sev^^al of our 
cattle, and among the rest I espied mv cow, and did 
not question then but I should soon have her again : 
but see the fatal effects of an ill-groanded security 1 
We had now a great boo^y of slai»s and cattle ; the 
latter we drove out of the town before us, without any 
guard before them, thinking we bad gained as entire 
victory and dispersed all ourenevies; when, iniset, 
the number of them was greatly increased. They kept 
m a body in the woods, observed our motions, and 
only waited for a favourable opportunity to shpw tiieir 
xesentment. They soon perceived Uiat the cattle were 
left defenceless, and thai they had little move to do 
than to drive them into the woods, where we kst them 
all almost as soon 9s we had got them. For on our 
march, in order to recover them, the enemy appeared 
in a formidable body, firing at us, and even -giving us 
battle. Ijn this action one of our men was killed. 
Several of our people were missing before, even whilst 
we were in the town ; and upon strict inquiry, we found 
three wounded, and four of our principal and bravest 
men cut off. Deaan Mevarrow and all the rest seemed 
very much concerned at this unexpected misfortune; 
and were not near so active or sanguine as they were 
before, so that now they thought of nothing but making 
a retreat with the slaves they had taken, and getting 
out of the reach of the enemy as soon as possible. 
Accordingly they left the i^n <^n road by which we 
came, and went through the woods, a most uncomfort- 
able way, for ten miles or more, overrun with thorns 
and briars, and in perpetual fear of ambuscades. We 
stopped, however, to msdce a bier to carry away our 
men who were wounded, and then mardied on with 
k2 
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the utmost circumspection, thinking every bird that 
stirred an enemy in ambush. Notwithstanding we got 
through this long wood very safely, we still went by 
unbeaten ways, so that it was almost dark before we 
got home. It is a constant custom, be the success of 
their engagements, good or bad, for the chief to sit 
down with his people before his own door ; the women 
soon flocked round him to hear the news, and though 
we brought with us a considerable number of slaves, 
yet there was no room for rejoicing; for the wives, 
relations, and friends who were killed made a most 
hideous outcry. However, a few calves were killed, 
and we refreshed ourselves as well as we could after 
our long fatigue ; every man retired to his own apart- 
ment, and being weary, lay down to rest ; but before 
daylight we were alarmed by the firing of a gun. The 
enemy, by. our conduct the day before, perceived we 
were dispirited, and determined to give us no time to 
recruit; so they pursued us and attacked our town, as 
we had before done theirs; but I cannot say their 
judgment or conduct was equal to ours. For the first 
thing we did upon the alarm was, to have a party ready 
to secure the wives, children, and other valuable slaves, 
in which we succeeded to our wish, and conveyed them 
safely out of the town to their proper recesses. Though 
we defended ourselves as long as we could, yet we did 
not show so much courage and resolution as we should 
have done at another time; however, we retreated with 
but a trivial loss, and left them the town to plunder. 
There was nothing of value for them, since the women 
had carried off what their haste would admit off; and 
as fbr cattle, there was none but a few calves, whose 
dams they had seized at first ; and such was their pre- 
cipitation, that they could not drive even them away ; 
so they killed them, and carried as much of their car- 
casses away for provision as they conveniently could. 
They never once offered to go in search for the women, 
but called to us, and vowed we should have no rest 
till they recovered their wives and children. We told 
them on the other hand, that we would have our cattle 
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again, and not restore them their wives neither. They 
seemed pleased with thus showing their resentment ; it 
was no small satisfaMion to our people, though defeated 
this time, to find that notwithstanding all the disadvan- 
tap^es they then lay under, th^ were still able to cope 
with them. 

But deaan Crind% our king, by this time was ap- 
prized of all that had happened, who immediate^ 
undertook to reconcile all differences between us ; and 
accordingly sent messengers to both parties to know 
the grounds of our quarrel, and the demands on both 
sides. Deaan Mevarrow sent word he was ready to 
oblige the king, and would live in peace with his 
uncles in case they would send him all his cattle again ; 
and as deaan Fnikey and Chahary wanted their wives 
again, they said, they were ready and willing to 
return what cattle were left alive of ours ; but having 
killed a third part, they would never be aooountable on 
that scone. So ^at the king could not persuade 
deaan Fnikey to make up the number of our cattle ; 
nor on the oUier hand could he prevail <»i us tp send 
them their vrives unless they made restitution. Our 
master boldly sent the king word, that all the force , 
he had, united with that of his sons, should not oblige 
him to restore their wives and children on any other 
ternns* 

Deaan Crindo resented this insdent answer, and was 
determined at all adventures to reduce them to a com. 
pliance ; and in otAtr thereto, mustered up an army of a 
thousand men* a^d was resolutely bent to come to 
deaan Mevanow first. Now deaan Crinlo could not 
on these oocasioas raise any conaderable army, because 
there was a dispute alwi^s subsisting between him and 
his nMihew Munumsack, whose fiuther was deaan 
Crindo 8 elder bcother; who dying when his son was 
an infant, and his country invaded, this uncle took 
upon htm the charge of the government; and when 
possessed of it woi:£l never resign it. Deaan Muman* 
lack was not only an intrepid vrarrior, but a prince as 
well accomplished as ever appeared in this illiterate 
&3 
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country. He was just, honourable, generous, and of a 
courteous disposition ; he had thre^ brothers, who ^ ere 
lords, judges, and chiefs of towns, who together could 
raise an army not much inferior to their uncle's; 
besides, he was universally beloved. Now, m case of a 
foreign war, all were ready to oppose the common 
enemy, as we have seen them withstand the kings of 
Mcrfaughia and Antenosa ; but they were ever jedous 
and watchful of each other. For which reason deaan 
Crindo could bring no greater an army against us than 
was consistent with the safety of his own town, and 
those belonging to his sons. 

Deaan Mevarrow had notice of this design against 
him, by a particular friend of his in Fennoarevo,. who 
ran from thence to our town by night, and returned 
before daylight undiscovered. My master had a cousin 
with whom he had contracted an intimate friendship, 
and whose father was as powerful a lord as any in deaan 
Crindo's dominions ; to this uncl^ whose name was 
Mephontey, be fled with his people (or protection. We 
soon packed up our little all wnich we had left. My 
whole stock of provision and household furniture con- 
sisted of no more than about a gallon of carravances, a 
mat to lie upon, a hatchet, and a little spade to dig up 
wild yams. We wanted no hoes now, for that work 
was put an end to in this country. All our plantations^ 
and most of the produce whicn was laid up in little 
storehouses, were now left to the enemy's disposal. In 
half a day we arrived at deaan Mephontey's town, who 
treated my master vnth all due respect, and assured 
him, that he would defend both him and his people to 
the utmost of his power. The chiefs had houses given 
them, but we common people were obliged to build 
huts for ourselves in any part of the town where we 
could find room. As for my own part, I erected but a 
small one, not knowing how soon it might be burnt. 

Deaan Crindo, in three days' time, encamped before 
the tovm. He sent to deaan Mephontey, desiring him 
to deliver up deaan Mevarrow, and all his people, and 
bid him detain them at his peril. To this deaan Me- 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



ROBERT DRURT. 103 

phoDiey sent a resolute answer, thai he would protect 
any strangers, who were in his opinion honest people, 
and fled to lum for succour in distress ; and much more 
should he be sanguine for the interest of his friends 
and relations ; and if deasin Crindo would have them, 
he must take them awa^ by force, for he would defend 
them to the last extremity. 

Deaan Crindo prepared to attack the town the next 
morning, and we to defend it. In order thereto, the 
women and children were that night sent away into the 
woods, not all into one place, but at proper distances, 
and in small companies. I was ordered with a guard 
to take care of my mistress, and some other women 
and slaves who were with her, which I accordingly did. 
After I had marked the place, in order to find it again 
with ease, I returned to the town, where we liyed as 
well as we could wish that night, dressing and eating 
beef in plenty, &c. for we had some cattle of our own, 
such as I was sent to keep at first, which were at a 
great distance, when deaan Frukey seized the milch 
cows ; but we wanted water, which was a great misfor- 
tune to us, since our enemies were so near that we 
could fetch none all the day before. . 

The next morning we were all up by break of day, 
and every man at his station, according to appointment 
the day before. I was posted behind my master, who 
had two guns, one of which I was to load, while he 
fired with the other. It was broad day before the 
enemy began the attack ; they fired so briskly upon us, 
that for nearly a quarter of an hour together we could not 
see them for smoke ; but as soon as their fire abated, 
we returned it as hotly upon them. On the second 
onset they, drew nearer, and the lances flew briskly at 
one another ; one of which went through my lamber, 
and scratched me. I was a little surprised at first, but 
soon recovering my spirits, I returned them the lance 
over the fortification, m the same manner as it came to 
me. The cattle were very troublesome to us; for 
several of them being wounded, they ran up and down 
and put the rest into confusion. We fought thus for 
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four hours successively, with neat warmth on bol% 
sides, till deaan Crindo perceiTing he eould not enter 
the town, recalled his forces and withdrew to his oamp* 
Deaan Mephontey and dean Mevarrow were lor sally- 
ing out; but deaan Mephontey's son, Bato^gha, with 
much difficulty persuaded them to desist, suspecting an 
ambuscade. Seyeral were killed on both sides, and 
some wounded, whom we conveyed out of the town 
when the engagement was over to their wives. We 
buried our dead under the fortification, and sent out 
spies to observe the motions of the enemy, who brought 
us intelligence that they were very quiet, and that Uieir 
whole time was spent in killing cattle, and fetching 
wood to dress provisions. When this news was con- 
firmed, and we were well assured that they would give 
us no more trouble for that day, our people killed and 
dressed beef likewise, but we were parched up with 
thirst. You might here have seen men with their 
tongues lolling out of their mouths through excessive 
heat. This want of water is the most intolerable of aU 
calamities, and a misery too great for words to express. 
I have before observed, that when I first came into this 
country, I felt the anguish of it for almost four days; 
and found by woful experience, that there was no 
comparison between hunger and thirst I had reti^ 
however, sooner than my neighbours ; for my master 
sent me and two slaves with provisions for our mistress, 
and those who accompanied her, where, by the way, we 
found a little vrater. 

I had some 4iffieulbr, notwithstanding all my pre- 
caution, t^o find the place where I left her the night 
before ; however, I got there at last. She seemed in 
ereat concern for our weHare, and drowned in tears ; 
for hearing the ^ns 4ring, and, at length, ceasinff all 
at once, she imagined tiie tovm was taken and her hus- 
band killed ; but the sight of me dispelled all those 
melancholy clouds. I cut down several boughs with 
large leaves upon them, which served very well for 
dishes and plates ; and cutting the roast meat I brought 
with me into pieces, I served it up to my mistress : 
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mnd though she had not, as some may probably remark, 
. so much ddicacy as some of our iine ladies of her birth 
t and distinction in Europe, yet she enjoyed as grateful 
• a repast, and I may venture to say was as well satisfied 
-as they would have been in her then circumstances. 
When she was serred, I divided the remainder amongst 
, my fellow-servants, her women, who were her attend- 
ants. My orders being to stay with her, I sent the two 
men away who had brought a very considerable quan- 
tity of raw meat ; and in the night I made a fire to 
dress it, which could not be discerned through so thick 
a wood ; whereas, in the daytime, the smoke might 
have discovered, us. I went at some distance and dug 
up several vrild yams ; these were very agreeable on 
account of their moisture, this place being destitute of 
water ; but none of them, how much soever they might 
long for them, would venture to dig for themselves til! 
I came, lest the noise might betray them to the enemy. 
At night we sat very sociably round the fire, whilst I 
entertained them with the story of the engagement, and 
. the dangers I had escaped. I also roasted the meat, 
and hung part of it up in one tree and part in another, 
out of the reach of the wild dogs and foxes, with which 
this country abounds. When it grew late, I told them 
I had no bed to lie on, having forgot my mat in the 
hurry. They laughed at this, and my mistress said, 
" Sure, Robin, you do not think but we will make room 
for one man amongst us?*' and then bid me make 
choice of my place. Now I could be free and jocose 
enough with tne young women slaves, though not with 
herself; yet I laid myself down close by them all night, 
and I can assure my reader we were very innocent 

I must here confess, I could not but wonder at first, 
why my master trusted me so readily with his wife, 
contrary to his care of her in regard to other men, and 
to the custom of the country ; but when I becan to 
reflect how dangerous it was for any woman, who was 
liable to be called to an account for all her actions, to 
carry on an amour with a white man, the wonder 
ceased; for* should a woman prove with child, the 
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colour of the offspring woiUd betray its moibfut, if not 
point out the father. But I must not let this pass vnAi 
any thing ivhich may be misconstrued to itbis lady^s 
prejudice ; for I solemnly declare, I never once d^ 
covered in her the least criminal mdination ; notwith- 
standing what may be said here or ekenhere, of some 
such freedoms as would appear too condescending, 
and be censured as too forward in our European 
women. 

We arose by daybreak, and listened very attentirely 
to bear, if we could, Ute noise of guns, but none weie 
discharged ; and in a short tkne the two men came again 
to us, and brought us more provisions. They mformed 
us that deaan Crindo had sent a menacing message to 
deaan Mephontey, to let him know, that unless he 
obliged deaan Mevarrow to come to him, and submit 
to his determination of the quanel between him and 
deaan Frukey, that he would humble their pride, and 
remain there with his army till he starved Inem ; and 
moreover, he would guard the watering place so 
strongly, that they should not dare to approach it. 
Deaan Mephontey, on the o&er hand, returned as 
resolute an answer ; that he was under no apprehen- 
sions of starving, having provisions enough of all kinds ; 
a great number of cattle, and other oonvenieaces for 
them to live on for three months ; but besides, he had 
strength sufficient to force his way o\it of the tovm 
whenever he though proper; and advised deaan 
Crindo, for that reason, not to put it to t^e hazard of a 
trial, but to move o^ and rest opntented with the 
repulse he had alrndy met with. 

After the men had told their tale ^y letumed 
home, and w« aU went to digging of yami ; even my 
mistress condescended to make one amongst us : so I 
sharpened sticks for them, and they pulled off thdr 
lambers to keep them dean ; notwithstanding some of 
them were such wortMess things, that a rag woman in 
£)ngland would^ scarce have picked them up. My 
mistress's, indeed, vras a fine silk one of various cdouis, 
and very large, hanging almost down to her feet, with 
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a handsome fringe at the bottom. They made more 
free with me than they would witii some others; saying, 
with a smile, that they did not look upon me as a man, 
since I discovered no warm or amorous inclinations. 
My reader, perhaps, will scarcely believe me when I 
ailsure lum, there were amongst them such beauties, as 
were not much inferior to our European ladies, except 
their colour ; but my behaviour and resolution were 
actually such at that time, and long alter, that I told, 
them, I resolved n^er to entertdn any thoughts of 
women, till I returned to England my native country. 
They replied, they were sure I should be mistaken. 
Hoirever, I lived vety idly, indeed, but merrily enough, 
during the few days I continued here; there being 
about a docen woitien besides my mistress. And fr>r 
my part, I did not care how lone the war lasted, for 
my provision was given me all the time, and I had no 
work to do. Ai to the dangers that attended war, I 
did not concern my^lf about them ; I had nothing to 
lose but my life, vlhieh, considering the circumstances 
I was in, and thcf small hopes I had of ever getting 
home, was but a burthen to me ; but we had not ^et 
seen all the miseries of a civil vrar. Every mommg 
we used to listen to hear if possible ^e noise of guns; 
when, at length, one of thie slaves came to us alone 
without any meat ; and havihg seated himself (as slaves 
in partictda^ always do before they speak) he told us, 
that deaan Crindo vras gone av^ay, and that my mas- 
ter had sent for us home. This vras very agreeable 
nevrs; so we sat down to breakfest together, sang, 
and weie as jovial as so many beggars. My mistress 
was in a Imrry to be gone; for she was uneasy 
till she paid her respects to her husband. As soon as 
ever she saw him sdie fell upon her knees, and licked 
liit feet; and he returned her compliment, after the 
manner of the country, by touching her nose. 

Now the reason of deaan Crindo's sudden departure 
was, an infennation that deaan Mumanzack had seized 
six hundred of his cattle; he might have taken them 
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all indeed, if he would, but he did this only to begin 
the dispute. We stayed, however, a week longer at 
deaan Mephontey's town, till we were better informed 
how the matter stood between them ; and that there 
was nothing to fear on that side. Deaan Crindo, it 
seems, had sent to deaan Murnanzack, to know the 
reason why he seized those cattle, and whether he 
was determined to take deaan Mevarrow's part? The 
answer he received was, that he did it to show him 
his right of dominion; notwithstanding he doubted 
not, but that he would dispute his title with him, as 
unjustly as he had usurped it. , • 

This was a mortifying stroke, and happened at 
a very unlucky juncture : deaan Murnanzack was 
always a formidable competitor, and was looked on as 
such, whenever he thought proper to maintain his 
right ; and he, doubtless, embraced this opportunity on 
purpose, when deaan Crindo had weakened, his inte- 
rest, by affronting. deaan Mevarrow, deaan Sambo, and 
their friend deaan Mephontey. Crindo was soon con- 
vinced of his error, and endeavoured to soften matters, 
by sending messengers to all of them, to tell them that 
what he did, was with no other view than to chastise 
his grandsons ; and what was highly requisite to restore 
that peace and tranquillity, which they and his son 
Frukey had disturbed; though he began with the 
former, yet Frukey, had he proved refractory, should 
have felt the weight of his resentment as well as others : 
he hoped, therefore, that they would consider his good 
intention, and not break friendship with him. 

Three or four days after this, we departed from deaan 
Mephontey*s ; but first returned him many thanks for 
these generous testimonies of his friendship and hos- 
pitality. We went home, (or rather homeward only,) 
for though we found our way and the place of our late 
abode, yet not a house was left to put our heads in. 
Our plantations too were totally demolished, and the 
very bams and storehouses reduced to ashes ; so that 
we had nothing to live on but what the woods afforded^ 
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and a few cattle among the richest and chiefest men ; 
who were in &ctyery good, and communicated to 
their poor neighbours. 

The town being so absolutely demolished, as not to 
be repaired, deaan Mevarrow determined to build a 
new one ; and searching for a commodious place, at 
length he found a wood so thick, that a dog could not 
creep into it. This, therefore, was more than half for- 
tified to his hand, and pitched upon accordingly. A 
vacancy was soon made in it, the men cut down the 
trees, bushes,, and briars, and the women and children 
conveyed them away ; so that in about three days, we 
cleared a large space to erect our houses on : however, 
as it was summer time, we were not in so much haste 
fer houses, as for fences against an enemy. We for- 
tified it, therefore, with bodies of trees, which we cut 
about sixteen* or eighteen feet in length ; these we 
drove into the ground so close together, that no crear 
ture whatever could possibly get between them. But 
as one row only of these poles of trees was not thpught 
a sufficient security, we made three or four, one within 
another, round the whole circumference of the town ; 
leaving no other vacancy than a small and private 
passage for the conveyance of our women, children, 
and slaves away with safety, in case of an enemy's 
approach ; and this was so contrived, as not to be 
discerned with ease or known by strangers. We made 
but one gateway or entrance, and that not only 
narrow too, but defended with four prodigiously thick 
and substantial doors, one within another. 

The walls being completed, nothing more remained 
to do, but each man to erect a house of what extent he 
thouglit proper for himself and his family. We, who 
were slaves to deaan Mevarrow, took care to build his 
first ; some of us cut wood, others fetched grass in 
order to fill up the sides ; whilst I and about thirty 
more, went a tedious way, at least ten miles, for 
annevoes, which are the leaves of a tree like those of 
a cocoa-nut. These we split and covered the house 
with, for they make a thatch much neatei and stronger 
I. 
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tban any in England, but these trees were so scarce^ 
and at such a distance, that a single man couid not go 
often enough, in any reasonable time, to collect tEe 
leaves ; and notwithstanding we went in such a body, 
we were obliged to go twice for a sufficient quantity to 
cover my ibasterV house. 

When we had finished my master's seat, we went 
about our lesser apartments, and as at deaan Mephon- 
tey's a small one served my turn, so it did here m like 
manner ; ibr, notwithstanding all our strong walls and 
fortifications, I much questioned whether we should be 
able to keep them long; neither did we, as it proved 
soon after : so I made my hut no bigger than just to 
have room sufficient to stretch mvself at full length, and 
make a fire in, should I, by good fortune, find any vic- 
tuals to dress. 

About a week after we were settled in our new town, 
a messenger, (or rather, an ambassador,) arrived from 
deaan Mumanzack, with about twenty in his retinue. 
His business was to sound deaan Mevarrow's inclina- 
tions, and (if they found a ftivourable opportunity) to 
desire his friendship and assistance. He soon found 
there were good grounds to hope for success, and for 
that reason delivered his message the first night he 
came. To which deaan Mevarrow returned in answer, 
he would take it into consideration, consult with his 
people, and give him his determinate answer the next 
morning. In the mean time, he cave him a slave's 
house ror his immediate accommodation, as is custo- 
marjr on such occasions ; and sent a bullock for the en- 
tertainment of him and his attendants. In the next 
place, he sent out messengers to all the chiefe and free- 
men to come and consult with him on an affiiir of the 
last impiortance. I was present, and saw this assembly. 
As soon as deaan Mevarrow and his brother deaan 
Sambo were seated, the principals placed themselves 
on either hand, and the other firemen on each side of 
them. 

Dean Mevarrow opened the consultation, by telling 
them, that deaan Mumanzack 4iad sent a very honour- 
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^ble messenger to him to ask his friendship and assist- 
ance. We must not forget, says he, that deaan Mur* 
nanzack proved of singular sendee to us in the quarrel 
tre once nad with deaan Termerre ; therefore^ consider 
we are much indebted to him upon that score. Consi- 
der, moreover, that Chahary and Frukey will ever be 
irreconcilable enemies, so long as we detain their 
wives and families ; and you concur with me not to de- 
liver them without a due return of all our cattle, which 
they obstinately refuse : then, as deaan Crindo is their 
father, he, doubtless, will be partial, notwithstanding 
his seeming pretensions to peace, and affected regard 
foi" justice; but in what manner he has lately used us, 
is too fresh in all your memories to need repetition. 
The justice of deaan MumanzacVs claim to the domi- 
nion, is, I presume, indisputable; whether deaan 
Crindo may not justify himself, as affairs now stand, in 
assuming the authority, is what we shall not, at this 
juncture, take into consideration ; but it is highly re- 
quisite for us to consider, whether deaan Murnanzaok 
has strength enough to maintain the dispute, and pro- 
tect us, and such other friends as may be inclined to 
join him. This requires the most mature deliberation : 
the chance of War is very precarious, and you have 
families, slaves, and cattle to lose as well as I ; weigh 
v^ell, therefore, the matter in hand, and let me have 
your resolution, with which I shall readily concur. 

They argued the point for some considerable time, 
and consulted not only what would be most conducire 
to their interest, but reflected on the dangerous situa- 
tion they were in ; and that it was most probable they 
should be safest in joining with deaan Mumanzack. 
Thereupon they agreed, that one of them should de- 
clare the result of their consultation to the deaan. In 
the name of the rest, therefore, he desired him, if he ap- 

f)roved of their opinion,, to contract and enter into a so- 
emn friendship with deaan Mumanzack ; and if so, 
they would faithfully observe and support him to the 
utmost of their power. 

' After I had seen the manner and formality of this 
l2 
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grand assembly, our parliament in Great Britain rao 
strangely in my head : I imagined this the very image 
of it : and though I was but a lad when I went from 
home, yet as my father kept a public house, to which 
the best of gentlemen resorted, I remember, I ha?e 
heard them often disputing with one another about the 
power of the prince, to oblige the people to do what 
ne pleased without consulting them ; whilst others in- 
sisted that a king had no power without a parliament. 
Then they would dispute about the origin of parlia- 
ments and their power, and by whose means the use 
of them was brought first into England ; in this too they 
seldom agreed. Some said tlie Saxons introduced it ; 
others maintained that it was of a more modem date ; 
whilst many were of different opinions from both. Now 
methinks this article might be adjusted without any re- 
ference to authors and historians; that jmrliaments 
were established long before the Sasons or Komans ei- 
ther : for I imagine, that not only England, but several 
other countries besides, were once like Madagascar^ 
without the knowledge of letters and coined mone^ ; 
and if that be the case, it was then impossible for 

Srinces to exert that authority over the people, or to 
ispose of them contrary to their interest, or inclina- 
tions : for I look upon those princes to be like my 
master, who neither had, nor could have any separate 
army or interest; but when any neighbour desired their 
assistance, or any enemy had injured them, they as- 
sembled before the house of their chief; and there de- 
bated what measures were most proper to be taken for 
the good of their country. If war were agreed on, the 
same men took their arms, and the sovereign or chief 
headed them, as my master did here ; and when they 
returned, each man went home to his own family. Thus 
the people are their own army and defence ; and the 
lord could never oblige them to do what the majority 
did not think convenient to be done, because he had 
no army to compel them. This was, doubtless, the 
condition of all other countries once, and must have 
continued so, had not people subjected themselves 
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unwahlv to the power of one man, by giving him wealth 
apd authority, not only sufficient to raise an army, but 
to keep it in pay himself, and use it at discretion for 
their defence ; with which he most shaisaefully insulted 
and abused them. However, in the state of nature, 
and the first establishment of societies, this was the 
form of government ; and with due submission to the 
learned, I am of opinion We need not turn over many 
volumes to find the original of British parliaments, for 
they are of much eariier date than all their histories, or 
than letters themselves— ^and as to their power, it is 
grounded on the strongest basis, reason and nature. 
But to return to out story. 

The alliance being uitanimously resolved upon, deaan 
MevarroW sent for the messenger the next morning ; 
albd told him that he and his people, after mature de- 
liberation, were agreed to assist deaan Mumanzack ; 
and desired that dkiir firiendship might be ratified, and 
confirmed with the usud solemnity* Hereupon an ox 
was immediately brought and killed, the liver roasted^ 
and stuck on lances, and dSaan Mumanzack's ambas- 
sador, and a deputy of deaan Mevarrow's, eat the liver 
between them, repeating the imprecation we have men- 
tioned before ; that they wished it might prove poison, 
and a farther curse niight be sent by God upon that 
party who first broke the alliance. 

After this solemn ratification, the ox was divided 
between the ambassador's people and ours, who were 
mesent, and both eat it together ; after which, he and 
nis attendants departed. And now deaan Mevarrow 
repented that he had built this new town, for he would 
have gone and lived nei^ deaan Mumanzack, whose 
country bordered on Merfaiig^la on one side, and was 
within ten or a dozen miles on the other side of Fenno^ 
arevo. He had three brethren ; deaan Mussecorrow, 
who lived near him ; deaan Afierrer, who lived on the 
mountains of Yong-gorvo, of whom we shall have oo^ 
casion to give a large account hereafter ; and Rer Mi- 
mebolambo, the youngest, who lived but about five 
miles fiom us to the eastward ; and this last being sO 
l3 
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very near us, we were ready at hand to join in any en- 
terprise, or to aid and assist one another. However, 
we did not think ourselves safe, and, therefore, we took 
care not to let deaan Crindo know our resolution, till 
we had made one expedition ; and after that, we made 
ourselves more secure. 

But the course of my narrative naturally leads me to 
a detail of deaan Mumanzack's attack on deaan Mun- 
dumber^s town, where he took three hundred cattle, 
and a great number of women and children ; for it is 
not customary to take men prisoners, if they, cannot get 
away from their enemies, they are immediately cut off. 
Among the captives were deaan Mundumber's wife 
and daughter, the only chUd he ever had. Having 
plundered the tovm, they were going to reduce it to 
ashes, but deaan Mumanzack prevented them; and 
marching into the plain, waited to see if deaan Mnn- 
dumber would rally, and give him battle. His j>eople 
appeared, indeed, but at a great distance, not daring to 
come nearer; which, as soon as he perceived, he 
marched homewards, but first did a very eenerous ac- 
tion, and sent back deaan Mundumber^s wife and 
daughter to him ; telling her, he did not intend it as a 
compliment to her husband, but as a token of his re- 
spect to herself and ftimily : she beine niece to the king 
of Yong-Owl, one of the most powerml princes on the 
island. Nor did he do it with any view that he should 
return the like- favour, for he had no wife, and was 
well assured by God's assistance, who would favour his 
just cause, that it would never be in his power to prove 
prejudicial to any of his relations. 

As soon as deaan Crindo heard that his son's tovm 
was taken, he thought it high time to seek revenge; 
and accordingly mustered up a great army, threatening 
to lay the country waste, to destroy all the men, and 
make slaves of their wives and children. He sent, like- 
wise, to our master to join him, but he peremptorily 
refused ; saying, he would never ioin with nis professed 
enemies against his experienced friends. However, 
he did not declare his intentions > of opposing him. 
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They both s^nt to deaan Mephontey, bat he refused to 
be concerned on either side, and kept his ^rord ; for his 
dominions extending to the river Manderra, the boun- 
daries of Antenosa, he was apprehensive that the inha- 
bitants of those parts might take the advantage of his 
absence, plunder his towns, and lav waste his country. 

When deaan Crindo marclied from Fennoarevo, he 
did not wholly abandon his towns, but left a consider- 
able number of men in them, for fear of Rer Mimebo- 
lambo and Afferrer. He had no jealousy of us, how- 
ever ; whilst he was gone Rer Mimebolambo and my 
master deaan Mevarrow joined forces, and went out 
to see what they could find ; they soon surprised three 
towns, for the men made a very weak resistance; so 
they brought off about two hundred cattle, and fifty 
slaves. My master was discovered by having a white 
man (meaning myself) along with him. This was al- 
together unexpected to them, and deaan Crindo's wife 
immediately sent him notice thereof, and that she was 
in no small concern on that account. To which infor- 
mation he returned for answer, that he would soon de- 
spatch the business he was about, and then he would be 
amply revenged of deaan Mevarrow. But we took 
care to be provided for him. 

In our way homewards, the cattle and ^aves were 
equally divided between deaan Mevarrow and Rer Mi- 
mebolambo; and they then came to this resolution, 
that it was absolutely necessary for them to live toge- 
ther in one town. Ours was the strongest, but not so 
big as we could wish ; theirs was of a larger extent, 
and they had, moreover, abundance of empty houses, 
which were deserted by those who went away upon the 
war*s breaking out ; so it was agreed we shoula settle 
there. We lost no time, for the very day we. went 
home we packed up all our goods, and marched away 
directly to Merhaundroverta, which was the name of 
Rer Mimebolambo's tovm, and abandoned our own in 
less than a fortnight after we had built it. Thus were 
we driven about Tike our wild boars that change their 
holes every day, and fly from one wood to another, left 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



- -*.'V^i 



116 TflS AOYBNTURBS OP 



the wild dogs should find them out. And we Were not 
only forced to secure ourselves against the surprises of 
a body of our enemies, but as We liyed so near one an- 
other, three or four, or half a dozen of dieir men would 
often lie lurking in the woods near towns, and catch a 
woman, child, or slaire of ours, that happened to stroll 
out on any occasion whatever, as oigging of wild 
yams, &c., so that we h^ fittle else to eat but beef; 
and such as had it of their own gave it to those who 
had none. 

However, I had an employment here which main- 
tained me handsomely; enough, and it seemed as if 
Providence had thought fit to appoint it, on purpose 
Ibr my support in this seasonable conjuncture. Few of 
this part of the island will eat any beef unless it is 
killea by one descended from a race of kings ; now my 
master, just before the war broke out, growing haughty 
to excess, and havine none but himself and his brother 
to execute these high offices, they were sometimes ob- 
liged to go five or six miles to kill an ox. He at last re- 
flected that these people have an ei^ted opinion of all 
white men, and taking me for the captain's son, whom 
they looked upon to be no ways interior to a king, I 
vras thought of honourable descent enough to be pre- 
ferred to the dignity of a butcher ; though in fact I did 
nothing more than cut the throat of the beast, and they 
carved him up themselves : however, for this, I always 
had my fee, which was a large piece of meat. Thoueh 
my master and some others, as discerning as myself, 
plainly perceived that this viras a very idle custom ; yet 
ne knew that the vulgar are not to be opposed in their 
old ways, be they ever so ridiculous and absurd ; and 
had deaan Mevarrow obstinately declined this office, 
and called it a mete caprice of theirs, so abrupt an 
innovation would, in all probability, have b^en attended 
with an idmost general dtoettion, for they would in- 
stantly have ffone and lived under other lords. He con- 
trived, therefore, to substitute me in his room, and by 
that means did, (as all wise governors will,) seemingly 
conform to custom to humour the people ; yet by an 
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ingenious expedient shifted off from himself a mean and 
troublesome employment. 

The next morning the cattle were divided ; my mas- 
ter had ten, his broUier six, and the principal men one 
a piece: some others had one between two, and we 
slaves one between four of us. For my part I wanted 
no beef; for I was often employed, during my resi- 
dence in this town, to kill the beasts. I was obliged, 
however, to agree with my partners to kill ours, for 
they had little enough, though I had plenty. I lived 
tolerably well here, often exchanging beef for potatoes, 
&c., with the towns-people ; and here we heard of the 
havoc deaan Crindo had made in the country. The 
people who were allied to deaan Mumanzack, and 
dwelt in small towns, left their habitations and removed 
with their fiaimilies and cattle beyond deaan Muman- 
zack's toward the sea, where they were sheltered under 
his protection. When deaan Crindo came to such 
towns as were abandoned, he burnt them down, ami 
utterly destroyed the plantations, pulling up every thing 
by the roots, as if his intention were to create a fiunlne 
in the country. 

Deaan Mumanzack was all this time with his bro- 
ther Mussecorrow, on his march towards them, and had 
such good intelligence, that, under the cover of a wood, 
he came undiscovered almost upon them. They were 
then ravaging a very large plantation of potatoes, and 
some others not far distant from it. He divided hb 
army into four parts, resolving to attack them on all 
sides, whilst the^ were thus mischievously bent ; and 
boldly showed his face in front, whom they hurried to 
oppose; the other parties fired each from their post, 
killed several, and put the rest into confusion. How- 
ever, they made a vigorous resistance, retreating and 
forcing their way into a wood, where it was almost 
impossible to follow them. Here deaan Crindo rallied 
them, and disposed them in good order, each either 
under his own, or one of his son's command ; for Mun- 
dumber, Chahary, and Frukey, his three sons, were 
with him. They were much superior in number to ih6 
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Other ; some said, nearly twice as fnany ; which deaan 
Murnanzack was no stranger to, nor to the courage of 
his uncle ; but he was resolute notwithstanding to en- 
gage hitn : and though he had tiine sufficient to hare 
retreated, yet he only marched back into the plain, to 
secure an advantageous ground, and have time to fbrm 
his army ; which he did accordingly, and waited for his 
enemy's approach to attack him. it was not long be- 
fore the engagement began, which was carried on wi^ 
greiit vigour and warmth on both sides ^ till deaan 
Murnanzack perceiving his brother Mdssecorrotir's di- 
vision began to give ground, he was deterinined to 
make a bold push himself; and throwing away his gun, 
with six small lances in his hslnd, he chadlenged several 
of his principal men to follow him, if they durst, into 
the thickest of the toeiny's body, which they very gal- 
lantly did. But he, being foremost, ran like an enraged 
lion, and in spite of ait their fire and flying lances, 
came to close quarters, hand to hand with his lances ; 
and those gallant men with him, following his example, 
drove all that division of their enemy's army back, and 
put it into utter confusion, who not being able to abide 
their fury, ran away. They broke into the very part where 
deaan Crindo himself was posted, who would have beto 
struck through with a lance by one of Mumanzack's 
companions, had not the deaan himself very generously 
prevented it, desiring them not to kill his imde. He 
left his people to pursue them, whilst he ran to the aid 
and assistance of Mussecorrow, who, at the same time 
made a vigorous push, being ashamed to be outdone ; how^ 
ever, they would have been utterly ruined, had not deaan 
Murnanzack himself stept in to their assistance in that 
critical conjuncture. But (hey were soon in one general 
disorder, flying towards the woods with the utmost pre- 
cipitation, where d^aan Miirttanzack followed them to 
prevent them from rallying, and carried on the pursuit 
till he saw they were qdite dispirited, aM nraking 
homewards to recruit themselves. 

Deaan Crindo perceiving he could do no good vrith 
Murnanzack, was determined not to be idle, and per* 
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mit deaan Mevarrow and Rer Mimebolambo to join 
forces ; so out of policy as well as reyenge be resolved 
to attack us first. But no sooner had he declared his in- 
tentions, and made preparations for that purpose, than 
a friend of Mevarrow came out by night, and ac- 
quainted him therewith. Qn this information he held a 
consultation with Rer Mimebolambo about their de- 
fence ; and in order thereto, considering there were so 
many cattle in town, as would disturb them in an en- 
gagement, he proDosed to send part of them to deaan 
Mumanzack's; wnere the other people had secured 
theirs. Rer Mimebolambo would send none of his ; 
my master, however, willing to have something to sub- 
sist on, in case they should lose what they had here, 
picked out forty beasts ; some of our richest men also 
sent six, and others more or less ; in short, there were 
in all about fourscore and ten beasts separated from the 
rest, to be sent away. I perceived what was going foc- 
waid, and would fiun have conicealed myself; for I did 
not know whether I should Hve so well there as here : 
besides, it was a large number for one person to take 
care of. But there was no remedy ; nobody else would 
send a slave with me, and my master himself would 
spare no more than one, and he looked upon me as the 
best qualified of any one man to do it ; whereupon he 
gave orders to six or seven men well armed to guard, 
and conduct me, and I took my leave of my friends 
and acquaintance, and proceeded accordingly. 

We were forced to go round about by several te- 
dious, unpractised ways, and to look out as narrowly 
as possible, lest our enemies should intercept us ; bat 
we embraced a very fiaivourable opportunity when they 
were all dispirited by their defeat, and suspected no- 
thing of any such prize being near them* So in two 
days we arrived at cteaan ^fierrer's town, situate on the 
hiUs of Yong-gorva, where we stayed two days to rest 
our cattle, and were going upon the third in the morn- 
ing, at which time we beard a shell blow. This alarmed 
not only the town, but the whole country ; they ran im- 
mediately to defend the passage up the hill (for there i? 
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but one) when instantly came two messengers from 
deaan Murnisuizack to deaan Affener, to acquaint him 
that he was at the bottom of the hill, in order to pay 
him a Tisit. When my guardians saw them join, and 
Ibund it was deaan Mumanzack, they went (as soon as 
the usual compliments were past between the two bro- 
thers) to deaan Mumanzacky and informed him, that 
deaan Mevarrow had sent some cattle and a proper 
person to look after them, in order to be conveyed 
somewhere under his protection. He desired them to 
thank deaan Mevarrow for his friendship and assisU 
ance, and assure him that his cattle should have all 
the care taken of them imaginable, and be put amongst 
his own. As soon as they had deliTcred up their 
cfaaive they took their leaves of me, and returned. 

When deaan Mumanzack saw the cattle, and found 
that I was iefjt with them, he seemed surprised ; and 
asked me if I was cow-keeper^ saying, he never heard 
of a white man being put upon that employment. I 
made answer, ^nce it was my master's pleasure, I did 
not think proper to dispute it with him, and would 
execute my office as weU as I could. 

Three days after, deaan Monianzack went homewards, 

O orders to three servants to assist me, and we fol- 
in the rear; we had also above a. dozen other 
people with us, who carried provision^ bedding, &c. 
n>r their masters. As soon as we were down the hill, 
I discovered a new scene ; the soil was of a quite differ- 
ent nature as well as colour ; yellow clay with stones ; 
which made my feet very uneasy, having been used to 
a sandy ground before : however, I was soon inured to 
it Tbe trees, likewise, were different ; much loftier, 
and more straight and regular. This was the place I 
had often wished to see, on account of the wild cattle, 
of which I had heard so much. I soon found the large 
tracks they made through the woods, which rendered the 
driving of mine much easier here, than in other woods. 
About noon we lay down to refresh ourselves in a 
grove. The whole country is very beautiful, and well 
watered with springs and rivulets. They soon showed 
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me some wild cattle which were standing under the 
covert of the trees : I was very desirous of viewing them 
doser, and taking a gun in my hand, I went toward 
tiiem ; hut when I was got within thirty yards, I was 
obliged to creep on the ground, and conceal myself as 
well as I could with the grass, which b very high. Be- 
fore I came up to them, I saw three bulls running di- 
rectly towards me ; their eves sparkled with fire, their 
ears pricked upright, and they foamed at the mouth ; in 
all probability they fled from some that gave them 
ehase. They put me into such a terrible fright that I 
thought of notning but firing at them, to save myself 
from being torn to pieces ; but as Providence would 
have it, I fired and wounded one so deeply, that he 
felL Though I was safe with respect to him, I expected 
the others would have attacked me ; and to avoid their 
fury, I lay flat on my face, not daring to stir, till hear- 
ing no noise, but the halloos of my companions /at a 
distance, I looked up, and found that all of them had 
run away, except the wounded one, which lay kicking 
on the ground : however, I durst not go near him, till 
my friends came up, and put us both out of our pain, 
by cutting his throat, and applauding me for my cou- 
rage, and being so expert a marksman. How contrary 
to one's expectation things often happen 1 I imagined 
they would have laughed at me for my cowardice ; and 
by mistake, and mere chance, I was looked upon as 
one of more than common courage as well as conduct. : 
Whilst they were cutting up the bull, I could not 
forbear gazing with admiration on those which they 
called wild cattle, and in hci they are so ; but they are 
so like those in England, that I could then perceive no 
manner of difierence : nor have I been able since to 
discover any, except in two trivial particulars; the horns, 
I take it, of our English bulls are somewhat shorter, 
and their bellowings deeper. When we had cut up 
our beef, we roasted some part of it, and pleased our- 
selves vnth the thoughts of our masters having left us 
behind, because we should not spoil their sport ; we 
happened^ however, on better luck than they, and had 

M 
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not only beef to eat sooner than they, but got some 
ready to dress for them at the plaee of rendezroiis at 
night. This bull-beef, you may be sure, could not be 
any thing extraordinary, nor any ways equal to the 
flesh of such as are tame ; especially after it had run so 
far, and so hard, before it was killed. These wild 
cattle will give the hunters a chase sometimes of seve- 
ral miles together after they are wounded ; which makes 
the flesh but indifiRerent meat, especially if it be a bull; 
but people in want are glad or what comes first to 
hand ; f^r these wild cattle are a great help to such as 
live in the remote parts, who, in necessitous' times, 
come here a hunting. However, they are frequently 
fbund in another vast tract of forest land of some hun- 
dred miles extent ; of which, and of their supposed ori- 
ginal, I shall have an occasion hereafter to give a par- 
ticular account. The place where we baited at nopn, 
and lay this night, were very agreeable and delightful 
groves ; and indeed, all this country is so, for several 
days' journey together. It abounds with wild honey, 
wild boars, and such a variety of pleasant fruits, that 
men may not only find enough to satisfy their hunger 
and thirst, but to indulge their luxurious appetites, 
without th^ fatigue of any cultivation; and there are 
many that Hve in a state of indolence and ease. 

Amongst the most wholesome as well as delicious 
fruits of the earth, and that which I first tasted of here, 
is their fauneidge ; it grows (as my companion showed 
me) in the thickest woods. They search first for the 
plant, which is a tender creeper, or wild vine that takes 
nold of a tree or any thing near it, twining round the 
trunk and shooting into several branches like a vine. 
I never perceived uiat it bore any fruit, and was sur- 
prised when they told me it was the root of this which 
produced the faungidge ; however, instead of digging 
at the root, they went at least half a dozen yards from 
it, and struck the ground with the points of their lances 
to observe where it sounded hollow ; and digging there 
they found the faungidge. The root spreads a great 
way under ground, and but few of the branches bear 
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the £uingidge ; so that it would be to little purpose to 
trace it ^om the spot^ where it appears above ground. 

The first I saw was not much less in bulk than one of 
our gallon runlets ; it is red and very smooth without, 
and the coat is as thin as parchment ; the inside is 
white and has a milky juice ; it eats as soft as a water 
melon, but has no seeds in it; it is both meat and 
drink, very wholesome, and always eaten raw. 

The verlaway is of the same species, and in all re« 
spects much like it; with this difference only, that the 
skin of the latter is thinner, but so tough that it must 
be pared with a knife. There is another kind, called 
the verlaway-voler, which is reckoned unwholesome : I 
once saw a man, who had tasted some of it swell im- 
mediately, and. was ready to die ; but by giving him 
some melted fat to drink, he brought it up and soon 
recovered^ This verkway-voler is easily known, for it 
is much more beautiful to the eye than the other ; and 
the leaf whi^ Springs from it is ver^r different. 
, The next day I tras extremely diverted : for deaan 
Mumanzack did not leave us as he did the day before. 
In the motning, we Saw a bull adone in the midst of a 
large plain ; tbe deaan, by way of amusement, ordered 
us to Stop, whilst he and two mere drove my cattle 
toward the bull; who no sooner saw them, than he 
roared and tore up the ground with his horns, as if he 
expected some enemy td oppose him ; but finding they 
were cows, he showed an inclination to be better ac- 
quainted with them. The deaan and his companions 
hid themselves under cover of the cows; they let them 
graze a little^ and then drove them forwards, till the 
wild bull was amongst them ; as soon as he put his 
nose to ft cow's taily deaan Mumanzack, concealed 
under another cow's belly, stuck a lance in his flank ; 
away he ran with it^ but not far before he had another 
in his side ; and now they had room for the sport they 
aimed at, which was not unlike (as I have been in- 
formed) the diversion of a Spanish bull feast. Several, 
by this time, joined in the chase ; he ran nearly a mile 
outright before he stopped, and turned to his pursuers j 
u 2 
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which they always do, when they are closely beset; 
and then every one must take care of himself : for it is 
a very dangerous encounter, and so it was here, the 
beast grew outrageous, and taming upon them, ran 
directly at the man who first wounded him, whilst 
another from behind, threw a lance into his fiank ; then 
the bull turned again, as he always does, to the person 
who last wounded him ; and the hunters being divided 
to take him all ways, and keeping at a good distance 
likewise, as well to prevent hurting one another, as to 
give him room to play in, they at length killed him ; 
but this sometimes proves a very tragical pastime. 

This night we lav in a wood, where we found 
faungidge in abunaance; thus we lived deliciously 
with only the natural produce of the country. I tied 
up my calves every night that mv cows might not stray, 
and wa3 forced to rise two or three times, to see that 
none of my cattle got amongst the wild ones ; for when 
they do, it is no small trouble to catch them again ; for 
whenever they see the others run, they follow likewise^ 
as fiMt as they can. 

The next day at noon we halted at a spring, which 
rises from the highest hill in this island, called Vohitch- 
maner, or red-hill; vohitch signifying a hill, or moun^ 
tain. I drove my cattle into a fine valley, where there 
was fine grass, but a wild bull came amongst them, 
and covered one of my cows. I had a great inclination 
to kill him, though I 'almost shook for fear; they are 
terrible creatures to anybody's apprehension, who is 
not used to them, and my fear was the cause of my ill 
success ; for concealing myself under another cow, I 
took such an awkward aim at him, that I struck one of 
my own herd instead of him. However, as the wound 
did not prove mortal, I concealed it ; not so much out 
of any apprehension I had of my master's anger, as 
out of fear of being laughed at, for wounding a tame 
cow, instead of a wild bull. 

We set up early this afternoon, in a place commo- 
diously situated near some good water ; and then we 
went out to search for wild honey and faungidge. I 
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had the go6d fortune to discover » large hole m a hoi- 
lotv tree, that was fall of the former ; I made a fire 
presently, and with a brand smoked the bees oat. In 
the next place I cut down a vounturk, to make a vessel 
like a tub, to put ny honey in. This vounturk. is a 
tree or plant, (tor I don't well know what to call it,) of 
a very particular shape and nature. It grows upright 
as an arrow, about sixteen or eighteen feet in length, is 
thin below, thick in the middle, and taper again above, 
Uke a mne pin. At tiie top there' are two or three 
branches, tMit bear leaves of a gi^t length ; in the 
spring they have blossomsy but I never saw any fruit 
that came to perfectioR ; ike outer bark is whitish, like 
old lead, and full of long thorns, which ai« easily 
struck off with a kmee. We likewise cut the bark ail 
round, and the tree immediately fidis down^ not being 
able to support itself: after this we take away what 
length we want, ttid puU out the spungy substsmce on 
the inside, till we come within Aree or four inches 4f 
the bottom. By this meatts we make a Vessel light 
and easy of carriage^ and in one of these I secured my 
honey. The fvAce of this vounturk is good liquor, aad 
even fit to boil any diing in, wheii water is scarce. I 
found also some faungidge. At my return I paid my 
respects to deaan Mumanzaek, and made him a present 
of some of my honey, whidi is » compliment our lords 
always expect. 

It was now night, and tiiey were going a beef hunt- 
ing : wheri they set out on purpose to kill the best 
b^ists, ihey always make choice of the darkest nights. 
They permitted me, on n^ request, to accompany them ; 
but first ordered me to wash myself, as they themselves 
did, that we might not smell eiUier of smoke or sweat. 
I would have tdMn two lanees according to custixn, 
but they obliged me to leave one behind me^ lest two 
tdgother might rattle in my hand. These cattle foed 
oi^y in the night, and if all these precautions were not 
taken, they ooukl never be surprised; for they are 
always on their guard, snorting with their noses, and 
listening after their pimniers. We can hear them roor^ 
u 3 
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and bellow a great way off; by which we know wbert 
they are, and we are forced always to go round till 
they are directly to the windward of us; ror otherwise 
they would soon scent us. As soon as we had got the 
wind and cattle right ahead, and were within hearing, 
we walked with all the circumspection imaginably 
cropping the top of the grass with our hands, as close 
as possible, to mimic, as well as we could, the noise a 
cow makes when she bites it. The moment they heard 
us thejr were all hush; not one of them bellowed or 
grazed, but seemed to listen with the utmost attention : 
which when we perceived, we all stood still likewise 
without a whisper, whilst three or four, who under- 
stood the nature of it best, continued cropping the 
grass. When the cattle had listened, till (as we ima- 
gined) they took us for some of their own species, thejr 
returned to their grazing, and we walked with caution 
nearer, still mimicking them as we moved softly along. 
Deaan Mumanzack ordered me to keep behind, lest 
they should discern my white skin, ana be startled ; 
he also gave me his lamber to cover myself with, which 
was a large piece of black silk, so that if I had been 
near them, they could have seen nothing but my face, 
the grass being above knee deep. 

At length we got amongst than, so that one of our 
men (as he told me) with some grass in his band, and 
under the cover of a bush, took hold of the di^ of a 
cow, and finding she gave no milk, he concluded she 
was not lean; for which reason he stuck hb lanoe 
instantly into her belly, and drew it out again, making 
no other motion. The cow thus wounded will give a 
spring perhaps, and make a noise, as if another had 
run her horns against her ; but this is so common 
amongst them, that the herd is not any ways disturbed 
by it : so that our people stuck diree or four after this 
manner, and left them, with an intention to come the 
next morning, and track them by their blood ; for it is 
very dangerous to come near them in the night. As 
soon as they find themselves sorely wounded, they run 
from their companions, and will attack the first man 
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they see. They are generally found actually dead, or 
fellen down in some wood, or shelter of bushes, as if 
they industriously endeavoured to conceal themselves. 
No sooner had we determined to depart,, and I had 
returned deaan Mumanzack his lamber, than a calf, that 
had been mortally wounded, began to make a hideous 
uproar, and running about, made the herd jealous; 
so that they ran away, and the calf made directly at 
me, and knocked me backwards; I caught hold of 
his leg, but cried out lustily for help. This accident 
afforded much mirth, and fbied a joke upon me after- 
wards ; as a stout fellow to cry but for assistance to 
cope with a calf. However, they took him, cut him to 
pieces, and carried him away ; of whom we made a 
very good supper. I have been informed, that notwith- 
standing these cattle are so wild, the cows will some- 
times stand still to have their dues handled, and several 
of them have been milked in the dark into a horn ; 
however, as I never attempted this myself, I cannot 
absolutely vouch it for truth ; yet as I have heard so 
many affirm it, I think there are no just grounds to 
contradict it. 

We were in no hurry to get home, for not only our 
cattle, but we too, lived as well as we could desire 
there ; so that though we kept going forwards, yet we 
made several days more of our journey than we should 
have done. A day or two after this beef hunting, we 
had an accidental diversion of another kind : our dogs 
had got the scent of some wild hogs that were got into 
a thicket, and were very busy in running round it; but 
could find no entrance for a considerable time. At 
lengthy however, they found the path which the swine 
had made, and attempted to enter the wood by it : the 
passage was defendea by a large boar, who fought the 
dogs with great fory, and wounded one of them in a 
very dangerous manner. Now, what with the dogs on 
the one hand, and the swine on the other, there was 
such a yelping, grunting, and howling, that the woods 
■ rang with their noise; and one would have imagined^ 
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all the hogs in the island had met there by consul, it 
Order to revenge their quarrel tip6n us. 

We laid down otir burdens, and some of tw went up 
to them, armed with guns and laiiceS. Betian Muman- 
zack shot the boar that wotfnded his dog ; n^hereupon 
another in an instant defended the entrance, atid fought 
so resohitely, that neither the dogs, nor we ourselves, 
could come near the cattle that were within ; till we 
had made a passage behind! them with our hiatchets and 
lances, and tnen fired ^Pp^ ^oihe of the inost resolute, 
who turned upon uS. The rest perceiving themselves 
attacked behind,, fought their way through the dogs, 
and ran away, witb the dogs after them. Words can- 
not describe the noise thene was, especially aflef a 
number of them were wounded. We found seten deadL 
besides several others' so wounded that they cobid not 
make off. We picked out only one or two of the fattest, 
for there are very feW thstt #ill eat them. I did not 
dare to take any, on account of my office of killing 
beeves, and the eating of swine's flesh is accounted so 
contemptible a thing, that I sbould hav« lessened my 
dignity, and perhap been degraded ; which, whatever 
mean thoughts I might possibly have, as to the honour 
of it, I had too good an ophiion of its talue to part 
with it for the gratification of my appetite in one meal : 
for in this case they are curious to a punctilio, that if 
the daughter of a king be married tb any one that is 
not of a royal fiamily, their children are not admitted 
to the honour of killing beeves, notwithstanding the 
fiaither be a freeman, and a chief amongst his neigh- 
bours. 

We used every evening to sit down near the prince, 
and discourse of one thing or ano^er to divert tfWe 
time; now, though it is a common custom amongst the 
princes here, to converse with every body in th* mo«t 
familiar manner, yet they preserve a decent state and 
distinction. The people throughout lAie whole island 
pay a religious regard to dreams, and imagine thdt 
their good demons (for I cannot tell what other name 
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to give their inferior deities, which, as they say, attend 
on their owleys) tell them in their dreams what ought 
to be done, or warn them of what ought to be avoided ; 
more especially after a sacrifice, or a prayer to God, and 
an invocation of this demon. I well remember our 
discourse this evening turned principally upon this 
topic. The next morning deaan Mumanzack came to 
me as I was alone, and discoursed very freely with me 
about several things ; and in particular he advised me 
to take what beef I wanted, and could carry with me ; 
lor we should have no more opportunities of killing any 
wild cattle. Observing him fond of conversation, I 
told him, if there were any dependance on dreams, as 
some had asserted the night before, I should incur his 
anger tiiat day ; having dreamt that I was at home 
widi my parents, and all my relations round about me ; 
that my pockets were full of gold, and they added still 
to my store. This, I said, did not only throw me into a 
melancholy when I awaked, to find myself naked in a 
wood and in a strange country, but it likewise gave 
me some concern, for that I had always observed, not 
only when I was a lad in England, but since under my 
master Mevarrow, that to dream of plenty of gold 
money was a certain indication of anger. At this 
deaan Mumanzack smiled, and made answer, ** 1 wonder 
that you, who laughed but last night at the talk of 
€rod's sending dreams by the good demons, should to- 
day be afraid of one." " However,*' says he, " I dare 
say you will be once mistaken ; for I don't know any thing 
you can do to make me angry." I would not have my 
reader imagine, that I Imve introduced this story, 
merely for the sake of telling an idle dream ; but it 
proved the introduction to something very remarkable, 
and furnished us with a discourse the next evening, 
that may possibly be thought an agreeable amusement. 
The next day we roast^ our beef and laid it to cool, 
in order to bind up in a burden, which we called an 
enter, to carry at our backs. All I had to do, was to 

Frovide for myself, and what with my beef and honey 
was pretty well loaded, and as well contented, for I 
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iJTed in plenty ; my hone^, likewi^, itiingted with 
water, made a pleasant drink. This was the last day 
of our 'passage tnrough these groves and habitations of 
the wila cattle; some of which they attempted once 
more to surround, more for the sake of their diversion 
than want of beef: and in this, not wilfully, but for 
want of knowledge, I spoiled all their sport, by travers* 
ing the way they were running, which was directly to« 
wards the place where deaan Mumaniback lav iji am- 
bush for them. This made them run quite anouer way^ 
and put him into such a violent passion at first, that bt 
lifted up his lance, jand frowning, threstened to kill me^ 
and, indeed, I expected no less, which made me get 
out of his sight as soon as possible, being apprebensive 
of some sudi barbarous tretitmetit as I haa nefore met. 
with from deaan Mevarrow. This prince, however, was 
of a more generous disposition ; for when his passion 
was over, he sent for me in t very courteous manner^ 
and desired I would spend the evening with him as 
usual, and Sit down by nim^ which, accordingly, I did* 
After we h&d discoursed dn a variety of subjects, he^ at 
last, pressed me to give him some account of the cus- 
toms of mv country, and in a more particular manner 
to inform him^ what god Or gods we worship, since I 
seemed to have so little veneration for theirs ; and that 
I would be ingenuous, Und tell him, as I had been a 
great traveller, what things I had seen, in order to im<> 
prove the evening to the best advantage^ " And pray, 
says he, <' what God is that you adore r Upon this the 
company drew rouild ine^ and I began by asking them 
in tne tot plac6, if they ^ere not satisfied that there 
was n God above the skies ? I could not say above the 
heavens, because there was no term in their language 
expressive of them ; nor had they, as I could perceive, 
any idea of what we christians mean by heaven, as the 
peculiar residence of the Almighty, and the glorious 
mansions of the saints after their decease. They told 
me that they firmly believed there was a God above, 
who was the supreme Lord of all other gods, demons, 
or spirits, of wlmt nature or kind Soever. ** That very 
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606,' said I, ** is the deity we adore, for we know of no 
other God, nor do we pay the tribute of divine worship to 
any other object than this one — this supreme and only 
God.*' <* Do not you then/' said they, " make prayers 
imd saeri6ces, and invoke some guardian demons to 
assist you in the knowledge of the will of that God ; 
and to wmn you of any approaching dangers ? If your 
countrymen had such owleys as ours, your good demons 
would have assisted you that night you lay upon the 
sands, and have told you in dreams of the danger, and 
directed you to escape before the morning.*' 

To this I replied, ^^ that all good men in England ac^ 
knowledged an overruling Providence; and I am fully 
persuaded, that it was by the providence of that divine 
power that I was peserved at that time; and why God 
did Bot see fit ^t the vest should save their lives, is a 
Beoret I do not petend to pry into ; but I cannot con- 
ceive that your owleys, to which you seem to pay a 
divine I^cunage, and pray to for their aid and assistance, 
should have a spirit or a god within them ; or visit you 
in the night when you are asleep, aiul forewarn you of 
such misfortunes as you would willingly avoid. I plainly 
perceive, that they are nothing more than pieces of 
wood, and alligatovt' teeth dressed up; I plainly dis^ 
cem, likewise, how they are made; and I am certain 
that other wood, and other altigatorr teeth are not liv- 
ing spirits, have no power of speech, and are incapable 
of knowing things present, much less things to come ; 
for which reason, we look upon it as an act of idola- 
try to pay that adoration, which belongs to the great 
Gk)d alone, to any created thing, or the likeness of any 
created thing above, or here bek>w, since he has strictly 
forbid the worship of any thine but himself.*' 

Deaan MuraanzadL listened to this serious discourse 
of mine with abi^ndance of attention, and then turned 
to some of his people and argued with them for some 
time ; partly in vindication of what I had asserted, and 
partly in endeavouring to explain to them the nature 
of their owleys, which 1 am sensible I had not a just 
notion of at tlMit time. Bat I was too young when first 
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I was reduced to this slavery, and had neither friends 
nor books to assist me ; besides, I was not capable of 
makinfif such just remarlu then, as I could do now. 

But, to proceed ; as soon as the deaan had done dis- 
coursing with them, he turned again to me and said, 
*<To me it seems very strange, that you, who, but thin 
very rooming, told me a dream of your own, and fount 
it happened true, should argue against these owleys of 
ours ; tor you mistake us ; it is not the wood, nor the 
alligators' teeth that we worship ; but there are certain 
guardian demons, who take care of alt nations, fiuni- 
lies, and private persons ; and should you be possessed 
of one of these owleys, and give it the name of some 
guardian spirit, it will undoubtedly attend you; for 
how could you know this moiniuff that I should be 
angry vnth you, had not one of £ese good demons 
visited you and discovered it ; and if you had not had 
such friendly notice, you might, probably, have been 
killed, though I did not design it ; but men's passions 
are unruly, and I was highly provoked, I own, though 
I say not this to reproi^ you, as if I imagined you 
wilfully spoiled our sport, for I am fully satis^d you 
meant no harm. I only mention this to put you in 
mind that you argue against yourself; besides, if the 
spirits of our fore&thers, or these guardian demons 
did not declare these to mankind, how should they 
know them ? No one could tell that I should be anffry 
with you, when you had given me no offence; neither 
did you intend to provoke me, and nothing was done 
that any such accident should have happened. You 
do not imagine, I hope, that the great Groa himself came 
down to tell you, since these inferior spirits, of whom 
there are such numbers, could more conveniently attend 
you. But you observed just now, as I remember, that 
the great supreme Grod had forbid you the worship of 
any thing but himself. Fray did any white man ever 
see this great God above ? or does he often condescend 
to talk with your people, and not with ours ?*' 

To which I maae answer, that no man ever saw God, 
but some of our.forefatherSy many ages ago^ heard his 
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y%3ice when he descended in a clond. *^ Bnt," says he, '* if 
this was so many years ago, and there is no man now 
living, black or white, ^at ever heard the voice of thb 
God, how are you sure it is true ? And since, as yon 
allow it was many ages ago, things may be so altered 
or misrepresented from what they were when your first 
fore&thers told them, that you cannot rely upon their 
certainty." I was here at some loss, as they had no 
knowledge of letters, and consequently, I could not 
make them comprehend any thing of the sacred scrip- 
tures; I only told them, therefore, that we had a way 
of preserving the memonr of things, which they were 
wholly unacquainted with; and by that means, I 
said, we had an« account of the beginning of the 
world, and of its creation by God, and that I could 
tell them a- great many strange things in relation 
thereto, which they then seemed veiy desirous of 
hearing. 

And, accordinglv, I told them that the world was 
originally dark, and a confused chaos or mass ; and that 
God, by the word of his power, made the sun and moon, 
the beasts, fish, fowl, trees, herbs, and every thing else. 
They still persisted in their first objection, and as they ima^ 
gined with much more reason than before; ''for/' said 
one of them, ^ though it is possible you may have a bet- 
ter method of preserving the memory of thmgs than we 
have, yet you could never have the knowledge of what 
was done before there was any man created .*' To this I 
replied, that God hath revealed the knowledge of this, 
and much more to particular persons; which, they 
listening attentively to, I went on to the creation of 
man, and then of woman's being made out of a rib, 
which God took from him while he was asleep. At 
this they all broke out into astonishment and laughter ; 
and deaan Mumanzack said it wtvs a manifest untruth, 
and that, therefore, it was a shame to tell such a story 
with a serious countenance ; by this, he said, he was 
convinced that all the rest wzs h\ae ; for, were this true, 
a woman would have a rib more than a man, and a 
man be defective on (me side. 
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Here I was guilty of a gross error througti ignoraBoe, 
bowerer, I think myself obliged ingenuously to confess 
it. I hope our divines and all good chnstians will 
consider the circumstances I was in, and readily forgive 
me ; for I had so little wit, as peremptorily to insist on 
the truth of it, and affirmed what I had heard* when a 
child, from illiterate persons, that a man bad one rib 
less on one side than the other ; nay, I had so ranch 
assurance as to put the whole argument upon this issue* 
and offeied to lay any wager on the fiict. The prince 
laughed at me, though he was willing to be convinced ; 
we had two women with us, one was very lean, whom 
he ordered to be called, her ribs were told and found to 
be equal; and after that, a man was examined, and his 
ribs were the same. They were not aU of them, indeed, 
convinced of the exact number, nor could I myself in 
attempting to count them after them. From this time, 
I perceived deaan Mumanzack treated all I had said 
on religion with cootempt, and immediately resumed 
his former objection witn more vigour, and said, that 
to talk of what was done before man was created, was 
perfect nonsense ; that what I had asserted in reUtioa 
to God's conversing with men, and telling them sudi 
and such things, had no manner of evidence ; and that the 
things I pretended to know and talk of, were, in short, 
notlung moie than old women's tales. '* However*^ 
says he, ** pray go on, and give us some fertfaer account 
of this Goa of yours, who, in former ages, was thus fe- 
miliar with mankind." Then I went on with the scripr 
ture story of God's displeasure with ^ whole world, 
and the flood which destrc^ed all men and beasts on 
the eardi, except those in the ark ; and of Noah's taking 
male and female of every species into it to preserve 
them. Upon thui, one of them shortly r^ied, ^ if they 
had been all destroyed, could not that God vrfao made 
them at first, make more of them at his pleasure 1** But 
I went on and told them of the rainbow, that it was ap- 
pointed fer a sign of Crod's promise not to drown Ae 
world again. To this deaan Murnanaack replied, that 
they had no such tradition handed down to them ;^ba(t 
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hnkkSf^ sijs he, *^ if non6 but Noi^ with his bobs and 
daughters, were saved, pray was Noah a white or m 
blaoL man V To which I aiiswered, ** Sir, I perceive you 
give no credit to what I ssqr of this nature. He said^ 
^ There are many things which I do not rightly under^ 
stand, and shall be ^ad to be informed of; nay, I would 
give credit to any thing that a reasonable man can desire, 
but most of these things are no better than old women's 
fictions, and I am fiUly persuaded that all white men 
will not talk thus idly as you do.'' These were his verv 
words, which he repeated several times, and with which 
tills evening's conrerence concluded. It was no small 
concern to me to find how the truth sufiered by my 
weakness ; but I was in hopes that deaan Mumanzack, 
who was a man of penetration, might consider that I 
was but a child when I left England, and for that reason^ 
not well acquainted with the topics I undertook to 
explain. 

The next day we went directly forwards, for we were 
then past all the wild cattle, and deaan Mumanzack 
therefore hastened homewards. About three in the 
afternoon, we came to a place where the road divided 9 
here the prince halted, as I perceived, with no other 
view then to take his leave of me, ordering two men to 
conduct me and my cattle to his cow-keeper. Here we 
parted, and we lay that night near the banks of a riter, 
which are the boundaries of deaan Muman^ek*s coun- 
tiy, and leads into Madamvovo, the great rivet which 
runs through Antemdroea^ To Uiis priLace where I was 
going, all toe cattle come to water. As we were passing 
' dirough the woods, we met a company of men aoiid vro* 
men going to fetch water; they stopped and gazed at 
me with admii^on, having never seen a white man 
before, asking those who accompanied me, who I was ? 
and from whence I came? whowaggi^ly told them 
they found me in the forest among the wild cattle, and 
intended to make a present of me to the prince. In 
order to carry on the jest, I ran towards the women, 
and talking gibberish, nightened one of them to that 
degree that she fell into soeh violent fits, that the test 
v2 
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had much to do to recover her^ for which I was after* 
wards extremely sorry. 

This wood extended from the river about seren miles, 
without any break or plain, till within a mile of the 
town. It was no small concern to me to think what a* 
ereat way I had to drive my cattle to v^ter every other 
day, but it did not prove so great a fatigue as I ex- 
pected; for there being eight or ten of us, we took 
our turns, so that it came to each man's turn but once 
in about sixteen or twenty days ; besides, as there vras 
DO grass by the way, there was no impediment or inter- 
ruption ; and when they returned hungry, they would 
go home ^t enough of themselves. 

As the people here had never seen a white man 
before, I was a very surprising sight to them at first ; 
but ^ey were soon acquainted with me, and I became 
of singular service to them : for whenever they had an 
ox to kill they were obliged, till now, to go a great way 
for one of the royal family; this trouble I saved them, and 
lived very plentifully myself by that means. I was fre- 
quently sent for upon these occasions, and had always 
my fee, which vras four or five ribs to carry home with 
me, besides the leg roasted for my entertainment whilst 
I vras with them. I seldom went without a boy to 
wait on me, as there were always several at hand, and 
vrilling enough, because I vras able to oblige them with 
part of my beef. I had also sufficient to live like those 
who are free and generous, in communicating some 
portion of whatever they have to their neighbours. An 
soon as I came home, I used to put on the pot, and 
send messes out to all my acquaintance, which they ' 
did not fail to return when in their power: and it may 
be observed in the whole course of this history, that all 
the people of this island delight in this free, good- 
natured, and sociable veay of living. 

Whenever I was sent for, the house was always set 
in order, the owley dressed, and placed in view. I was 
frequently employed to kill a sacrifice, in case of a 
circumcision, or when any one was sick ; and since I 
had the conference above related vrith deaan Murnan- 
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ac^, i bad tiM cuiiosif^ to listen to their prayers ; and 
more than once I attempted to speak in favour of the 
christian religton. When I mentioned the resurrection 
of the body, they told me it must be a mere romance ; 
and to talk as I did of burning in fire after death, 'was 
to tbem kicoaceiTable ; for (said they) no man cail 
feel after be is dead, afkd unless they could see some 
person raised fbom the grare, they tf ould give no credit 
10 my assertkni. I fold them fwcthet of God's appear- 
ing, and giying the ten commandments, but it had no in- 
ft^DCe over them > *• fer" (said they) ** all mankind have 
the purport and weaning of them by the dictated of 
natisve.'^ 

Here are laws against fldidtery, theft, and murder; 
and they have stK^ a veneration for their parents, that 
they revere them even after death ; there is also a fine 
inflicted on any one who shall presume to curse another 
man*s parents. They never swear profanely, but allow 
oaths sometimes requisite, because, as they said, they 
were necessary and convenient; and men could not 
live one by another if there were not such laws ; and 
for that reason there was nd occasion for the great God 
kimself to prescribe those r^tes; The fourth command- 
ment, indeed, they seem td have no idea of; unless it 
be that they allow even tlwit slaves to spend one day 
in seven, as they think proper, without controul ; but 
they have bo reUgious cluties to perform. And when 
informed that we kept is holy, because God rested on 
the seventh day, thev said this was as improbable as 
any thing I had before asserted ; and asked, how I 
could tell what God did before there was a man living? 
And indeed, I could plainly perceive that they despised 
me for talking of these things, and looked on me as a 
common notorioos liar, insomuch that I was obliged to 
desist. 

In short, I had no v^y to prove what I asserted : and 
that mistaJLC in regard to the rib, in mv conversation 
with deaan Mumanzack, was a mortifyine stroke to 
roe ; and though at first I imagined my ill success in 
the argument was wholly to be imputed to my own 
M 3 
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ignorance, I have since had a thousand scrapulons 
thoughts arise in my mind upon that head. And sure 
I am, that all was not owing to my weakness, for our 
divines have not furnished us with sufficient arguments 
to defend it. And I do not know, since miracles are 
ceased, but they would find it a difficult task to demon- 
strate those truths themselves to these people's satisfac- 
tion. Nor do I know what miracle could possibly now 
be wrought to prove what was done before any mortal 
man was in being. Though they are fools epough here 
to be imposed on by the umossees, or conjurors, yet 
they will entertain no notion of conversing with the 
great God. They allow, indeed, that there are demons 
or spirits, which may be good or bad, who appear to 
them in dreams, and discover to these umossees many 
surprising things ; yet they do not look upon them to 
be more pious or better men than others, though, in- 
deed, they imagine they are more knowing. The awe, 
however, that my education has impressed on my mind 
prevented me from joining in their worship, lest it 
should be idolatrous ; and there never was such a thing 
as persecution for religion ever thought of amongst 
them ; so that I was free to think and do as I thought 
iroper, so long as I took care not to affront them : and 
think it is both a shame and a sin that it should be 
countenanced or practised by any sect of christians 
whatsoever. I have not here forgot deaan Mevarrow*s 
threatening to kill me at first ; but it must be observed 
there was nothing more in that transaction than a 
secret pride and ill-nature peculiar to the man; as 
appeared by deaan Sambo's preventing him, and recon- 
cihng us, without laying me under any obligation to 
join m the ceremony. 

. I had not lived here above six weeks, before I heard 
that deaan Crindo had attacked Rer Mimebolambo's 
town, and reduced it to ashes, killing two men, and 
taking some of their wives and children captive, with 
almost their whole stock of cattle. This ill news affected 
me very much, notwithstanding deaan Mevarrow had 
several times in his passion attempted to kill me, yet 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



r 



ROBERT DRURY. 139 

liying so long in his family I could not but be ooncerned 
at their misfortunes. We used to have here a great deal 
of flying news with respect to their wars ; one day an 
account of a battle fought, and the next day a contradic- 
tion of it ; their reports being as little to be relied- on as 
some of our common newspapers at London, so that I 

Said but little regard to them. Besides, we lived here at a 
istance in peace and plenty, and heard now and then, 
perhaps, of the losses sustained by our friends : how- 
ever, as we felt none of the miseries ourselves, they 
served us for conversation; in which we, like coffee- 
bouse politicians, sleep in security remote from danger, 
censured the conduct of our superiors according to our 
several factious inclinations, for facts we knew little or 
nothing of, or at most, but by external appearances,, 
and those too from very precarious reports. Our busi- 
ness was to make our lives as easy and happy as our 
circumstances would permit us ; and among the many 
things which we met with to divert us, one, I think, 
will bear the relation; which was a project of my 
governor's, and proved as profitable as it was enter- 
taining. 

There are some people in the remote parts of thi^ 
country, whose habitations are in secret recesses in the 
woods ; they live easy, indolent lives, never come near 
a town, nor concern themselves with any affairs of 
peace or war, either foreign or domestic. They keep 
no cattle, lest the vociferations of their herds or flocks 
might possibly betray them, and induce some evil- 
minded men to disturb their peace by plundering them 
of so valuable a treasure ; but content themselves vnth 
small plantations and the product of nature, which is, 
indeed, sufficient to support them. They never con- 
cern themselves who is the lord of any particular place^ 
or sovereign of the whole dominions. Deaan Muman- 
zack's cow-keeper, my governor, formerly lived after 
this manner, and by that means was acquainted with 
some of their private settlements. As they are very 
illiterate, he imagined that I, being a man of a singular 
colour, might easily be imposed on them for a prince 
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of Murnanzack's fkmity; as, indeed, many of our 
▼Qlg&r people in Europe are, who tl^ink tbe royal 
ftmily are something more than mortal, and the nobility 
superior in beauty to the rest of the human Species. In 
short, the farce was agreed to be ptayed, and 1 was to 
have one third of what presents should be made us ; h% 
another, and the persons who composed my retinue the 
remainder. Ac(M>fdingIy ther procured me a gary silk 
lamber, two or three strings of tlie most glittering beads 
ibr a necklace, and a gun of the best sort to carry on 
my shoulder ; my assumed character was Rer Mimebo- 
lambo, who living in the most remote parts and far 
^m them, there was little or no danger of a discovery, 
since none of them had ever seen any of the family m 
their lives. Twenty of our neighbours made up my 
retinue, and we practised or reh^rsed our parts three 
or (bur days before we went, they waiting on me, and 
calling me by that name and title, that ever^ one might 
be perfect, and know his cue. The plot m short was 
this:— 

We set out m a very forma! and pompons march, 
with shells blowing in the rear, as is the custom of tbef 
eountry. The place we oroposed to rait was about 
ten or twelve miles off; when we came witUn half ar 
mile, my governor, and one appointed to attend him, 
went as heralds to acquaint them that d^aan Muman- 
utkh youngest brother,Rer MimeboIambo,was travelling 
(hat way, and understanding there were some* inhabit- 
ants in those parts, desired they would spare htm such 
prov!su>ns as thev thought proper for himself and his 
re«inue; We halted till we thought our envoys had 
delivered their message and prepared them for our 
reception, then we marched on m form and order. As 
soon as we came into their little village I perceived tf 
mat was spread for me to sit down upon, and the whole 
clan, men, women, and children, came crawling upon 
their hands and knees to lick my feet. My people 
played their parts artfully enftugh, observing every 
punctilio of respect tfiat was due to the person I repre- 
sented ; for the moment I was seated, one ran to fetch 
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me \vater, another brought a calabash to receive it, and 
a third very obsequiously vrashed my feet. I ordered my 
principal attendant (who was in reality my governor) 
to procure a house for me ; there were but five in the 
whole place, except a few huts or separate apartments 
for their children. He soon pitched upon one of the- 
best, and left the owner to shift for himself. 

They stood with awe and attention before me, having- 
never seen any one command with such authority 
before. The chief called a kind of council, and con- 
sulted with them what present was most proper ta 
make me, in some measure suitable to my dignity. 
Several of them returned in a short time with some 
gallons of Guinea com, and more of carravances ; but 
die old man did not make his appearance till near the 
evening, when he brought with nim four men loaded^ 
two with as much honey as they could well carry, and 
two with as much carravances; all which were placed 
in a very formal manner before me. The old man sat 
down at a humble distance, and struck with awe, in a 
hesitating tone, made a modest apology, and said, he 
hoped I would excuse the meanness of his present ; but 
as he had no more to command on so short notice, he 
should be proud if it met with my acceptance. I 
showed a tender concern for the poor man, and cheered 
him up, telling him I was well pleased ; that what he 
had done was a sufficient testimony of his respect, and 
more than I expected from him. Upon this, I desired 
him to sit down and keep me company, whilst my 
people went to visit some of their neighbours ; for I 
had sent some of them one way and some anoUier, to 
collect all they could by fair means, and whatever the 
people could spare. I particularly ordered they should 
attend me themselves, and taste the provisions they 
furnished us with, lest they should be damaged by the 
incantation of the umossees. The old man recovered 
his spirits in a short time, and began to talk with me 
in a more familiar manaer, saying, it was no wonder 
that my father and his royal mmily ruled over them» 
for God and the demons had pecidiarly distinguished 
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us from other men ; and, ^ had I met you/' said he, ''in 
a ^ood alone, I should instantly hare fallen down, and 
paid my duty to you; for the varzachars, or white 
men, can never surely he whiter than this young prince 
is." Thus his tongue ran on, expatiating on each fea- 
ture of my face, and extolling erery part ahout me in 
so lavish a manner, that I could scarce tell what to say 
to him; nor did I know when he would have ceased, 
hut as good fortune would have it, an arch fellow in 
my retinue came in, and in a drolling, though very 
serious manner, answered him, saying, it is no wonder, 
old father, that you stand astonished at the different 
colour, the regular features, the graceful symmetry, and 
proportion of the prince; but you must consider, 
venerable sir, that Uod has not created all mankind 
alike, but is pleased to distinguish those whom he con* 
stitutes for tne government of mankind, by making 
them in such a particular form, and of sudi a particular 
colour, that no one can be ignorant of their superiority. 
For (says he farther) were all of one shape and colour, 
people would choose out of their own clan whom they 
thought most wise and valiant to be their sovereign 
lord and chief commander ; and should they happen 
not to approve of his conduct, they would abandon him, 
perhaps, and live under subjection to some other prince; 
but when God appoints any particular men to be 

Srinces and rulers over the rest of mankind, you may 
epend upon it, he bestows upon them such excellent 
forms, ana distinguishes them oy such marks that every 
one who sees them must know them at first view, must 
immediately fell down before them, and acknowledge 
their divine right and authority over them. ** Ay, ay,** 
says the old man, "what you observe is very true; for 
I remember my fether went once in two or three vears 
to carry honey to deaan Memindgarevo, who was deaan 
Crindo's father ; and, as I have l^n informed, his skin 
was of copper colour, though his hair was black, indeed, 
like ours,*' **Yes," says thc^ther, "he was somewhat 
different, but not very much ; deaan Mungazeungarevo, 
however, who was this prince's fether, married a lady 
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§TOm Port-Dauphine, who was a white man's daiighter/' 
'* Yes, yes," says the old man, <<no doubt there is some- 
thing in that, but I bare not a right notion of those 
marks which you mention by which God distinguishes 
princes. Are all princes, pray, of his fine colour and 
make ? And has Uod set such glorious marks on all 
Irings?" <* I cannot say," says the other, ** but that this is 
the whitest that was ever heard of." In the interim came 
some of the people who were sent for, bringing their 
presents and ofiering to lick my feet, which, to my no 
small satisfaction, pot a stop to their insipid confer- 



I found that my people had formed tlus artful scheme 
among thanselves to delude these poov peasants, and 
carried it on with good success ; for one or these laust, as 
I was informed, asked how he should know the persdti 
to whom he was to pay his respects? And was roundly 
answered, do you think God has not distinguished 
princes from other men? You will know him at first 
s%bt by his fine colour and majestic mien. 

But I fear I have tired my reader with the too 
tedious narration of this petty force. However, H 
plainly appears, that it turaea out to all our advantages; 
we proposed at first to have proceeded forther into the 
eouBtrv, but were so well provided with whatever wb 
wanteo, Biat we had no occasion for more, every man 
having as much as he could well carry. So the next 
day all made up th^ir .enters, except myself, who still 
kept up my grandeur. When we came home, wte 
dividedr the spoil accoriUiig to contract, and though I 
tent several presents to my neighbours, I had sufficient 
for two or tluree monlhs. 

This vras too happy a 1^ t» last long. Before a 
year came aboiit, I was ordered home agam vrith my 
cattle, three men being sevt by deaan Mevarrow to 
conduct roe. The civil war had now subsisted about a 
year and a half, wiiich rednetd every one to the greatest 
diffieoHies, so that they wanted Uiese cattle ta li^ 
upon, the test being consumed by themselves, or taken 
by their advenaries; the enemy, however, was in as 
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Imd circomstaDces, if not worse. We returned th« 
same way we came, through the forest of yirild cattle, 
and hunted as we went along till we came to deaan 
Afferrer*s town on Yong-gorvo. I was much dejected 
all the way, and here I began first to think of making my 
escape to some seaport town at the peril of my life ; 
though it was a long time before I had opportunity to 
aocomplisb it. As soon as I arrived at Ker Mime- 
bolambo's town, where my master and his people still 
resided, I found none but radancholy countenances; 
however, they were glad to see me safely arrived, being 
riciier by that means than the rest of their neighbours, 
whether friends or enemies; for my cattle were con- 
siderably increased. They thanked me, indeed, for mj 
«are, which was all the reward I had ; but my master 
was too proud and surly to do that ; my butchering 
office, however, brought me the usual fee, by which 
means I lived as well as any of the others. 

My employment was still to follow the cow-tail for 
the town in . general, for nobody was willing to trust 
either their children or servants ; and deaan Mevarrow 
du^t not peremptorily command, even his own young 
slaves, to do any thing which might hazard their being 
taken by (he enemy, lest their parents and friends 
should resent it, and leave him to live under other 
lords. As for his white slave, he had neither, parents 
nor relations to mourn his loss if killed or taken ; and 
for that reason was the only proper person to be ex- 
posed to danger. 

The war was not carried on with so much vigour as 
at first, for their courage on all sides was pretty well 
abated ; nor was there so much advantage ansing from 
the plunder of one another, as at the beginning ; but it 
was not long before Chabary and Fnikey, who were 
our original enemies, heard that we had cattle ; and 
•one day, as I was tendinff them at some considerable 
distance from the town, uey, with two hundred men in 
a body, surprised and took them, and pursued me in a 
most violent manner ; firing and dafiing iheir lances, 
gelling o«ty kill him, cut him to piecciy «c. : however, I 
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got the Start of them, and fled into a thicket, which was 
80 full of prickles and strong laree thorns, that I was 
most miserably scarified from head to foot; nevertheless 
I concealed myself in the midst of it. The^ still folr 
lowed me with their hideous cries, beginning to cut 
down a passage in order to come at me ; but just as I 
was on the very brink of despair, I observed them all 
on a sudden run as fast back again. It was some time 
before 1 could comprehend the meaning of it: till at 
length, I perceived some people had been alarmed, and 
came upon them ; so that now th^ found it difficult 
to save their own lives. They coy^/i not drive off the 
cattle, but resolving to do as much mischief as they 
could, they killed some, and others they wounded, and 
then fled. I was obliged to keep my station, and was 
still apprehensive, that some of them would be driven 
upon me ; till by the noise of the guns, I found, that 
they went finrther from me ; I then ventured to creep 
out, and perceived one of their chief men was fallen, 
and wounded with two lances in his hand. He looked 
me full in the face with his eyes swimming, and was 
going to speak, when I snatched one of the lances out 
of his hand, and told him, it was my time now ; and as 
he was my enemy in a double capacity, I immediately 
struck him dead. When our people first saw me they 
imagined that I was cut with lances, for I was all over 
bloody. My flesh was torn in several places, my feet 
were almost cut to pieces, and many large thorns were 
still visible in them. So that when I recovered from 
the fright I was in, and came to be cool, I was in 
excessive torment. The women and children soon 
helped to carry the slain cattle into the town, there not 
being above fifteen alive, and those most barbarously 
used. Whilst these were busy with the beasts, I told 
deaan Mevarrow that I had taken two lances from one 
that seemed to be mortally wounded; thoush alive 
when I left him at the side of the thicket. I durst not 
own that I had Md violent hands on him, foe some of 
our people were his near relations, and I did not know 
but they might privately seek revenge, for they lamented 
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kis \oMs', and begged his body, in order to bury it) 
wbich was readily granted. 

When I came home, my mistress was very kind to 
me, and ordered one of her slaves to wash and dress 
my wounds, and pick out the thorns. It was some time 
before I was perfectly well, and it was no small com- 
fort to me, that I had no more cattle to take care oft 
though I was conscious, at the same4ime, of the ill con- 
sequence that would soon attend the want of them. 
However, we had beef enough for some few days ; and 
more than we could well dispense with, whilst it was 
sweet. « 

I was no sooner recovered, than my master found out 
another employment for me, which was to dig in the 
woods for wild yams ; all our beef was now spent, and 
scarcely any thing else was to be found hereabouts to live 
upon : we now severely felt the miseries of a civil war ; 
and so must all countnes wherever they are, feel in pro- 
portion to their circumstances, whether christian or 
heathen. I went a long way sometimes before I could 
find sufficient for my master and mistress, and myself, 
being seldom able to bring home more than would serve 
one of us for a meal the next day : I, indeed, always 
made sure of one private meal ; for I took care to kindle 
a fire, and roast some of them in the woods. 

One morning just about sun-rising, as mj master 
and some of the chiefs were sitting at the town-gate, 
condoling with each other on account of the sad state 
of their adBTaurs, deaan Mevarrow said, he liad tasted no 
beef for some considerable time; and asked, if there 
were any cattle near them ? They told him, none that 
either belonged to him, or any of Rer Mimebo1ambo*s 
people ; but there was one in deaan Mephontey's juris- 
diction, about four or five miles off, who had several 
good fat beeves. He immediately ordered me and an- 
other man to bring away one of the best of those beasts 
with as much privacy and expedition as we could. I 
began to make several excuses, and syd I was afraid to 
go upon so dangerous an adventure : besides (said I) 
as I am the only white man you have amongst all your 
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j)€opte Should 1 be seen at a distance, tliey Will know 
me immediately to be your slave, and by that means 
you yourself will be discovered. All I could ui^e had 
»o influence over him ; he was resolutely belit that I 
should go, and ordered the man to provide a rope that 
Instant. I begged on my knees that he would send 
another in my stead, but to no purpose; holvever, 
whilst he turned away, and was speaking to some other 
people^ I withdrew, in hopes that when he did not see 
me, he would substitute another in my post ; but the 
old villain turning short and perceiving what I aiteed at, 
took \ip his gun and fired at me; the snot virent through 
the straw cap I had on, and I was so near hia), that 
the wadding struck my back. Finding he had not 
killed me, he took up a lance, and before any one could 
ttop his hand, he threw it at me. He t^ved, and gave 
nve all the opprobrious language he could think of. A^ 
to swearing, they are not any ways addicted to it ; 4 
custom too prevalent aniongst us christians, to thci 
shame and reproach bdth of high and low. However, 
at last he was pacified, and on my submissibn, and the 
Solicitations of his friends, he forgave me; but peremp- 
torily insisted on my obedience to his commands. A§ 
there was no remedy, I proeeeded with the man, though 
ivith many bitter reflections on my way\vard fortune^ 
and state of bondage. 

We soon came near the place to which we were di-i 
rected, and after we had wandered about sdtiie short 
time, we espied about half a score *of cows grazing ; our 
next eoncem was to see if any cowkeeper was tending 
them. To confess ingenuously, I was scarcely ever in 
more fear in my whole life ; the noise of the pretty little 
lizards, who hop about the trees, and create a nistling 
imongst the leaves, appeared at that time in my ears 
Hke the rushing out of so many men from aft ambus- 
cade ; biit after we had listened very attentively, and 
taken a short tour with the utmost precaution, we at 
length ventured to sally out from beaind the covert of 
the trees, and pitch upon one that vvas for our purpose ; 
my comrade took the rope, which till then he had 
02 
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twisted about his middle, and secured her; we had 
much ado to get her from the rest of the herd ; but at 
last we mastered her, and drove her through the woods, 
for we thought it safest to avoid all open places, and by 
noon we reached home. In a few minutes she was cut 
up by a dozen hands at once, for fear the right owner 
should have missed her, and should follow our track. 
The meat was divided into two hundred pieces, and 
distributed to the same number of men. My partner 
and I had the udder, and a slice of the buttock, which 
is the customary fee to such as bring in either a stolen 
beast, or one taken from an enemy; as almost every 
one JnAhe town had a small portion, all of it was de^ 
spatched immediately ; and the next day we were in the 
same plight as we were in before. 

It was now winter, and as the stalks of the yams are 
then withered, they are very difficidt to be found ; in^ 
sorauch that we were reduced to the utmost distress, 
and almost ^mished. If we could get a meal once a 
day it vras luxurious living ; when the children, there- 
fore, cried for food, though they had none all day, their 
mothers could with authority take them up short, and 
say, would you be gluttons ? Did you not eat yester-* 
day ? These shocking taunts from their poor and dis-* 
tressed parents, I heard for some months together; and 
our calamitous circumstances were visible in our ghastly 
countenances/ Here were no wars, no acts of hostility 
now ; our enemies never concerned themselves about 
us, nor we with them. Thus we lived for eight or nine 
months after we had lost our cattle. Our enemies, 
however, were in a worse condition, if possible, than 
we were ; because deaan Murnanzack and his brother^ 
who lived on the other side, frequently interrupted their 
repose, and deprived them of the only happiness that 
attends a state of poverty ; and that is, to sleep away 
One half of their teqious hours, and so lull the acute 
sense of their misfortunes^ 

Deaan Ciindo, and, indeed, every body else, sin- 
cerely wished for a peace, without finding any expe- 
dient to accomplbh it; and though deaan Aluman- 
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:Akk*i sficc6ss hkd mi^ them d^palr of (9n§ iipon Unf 
Honourable terms, yet t'rbvidence threw an accident in 
me way, by which it was effected. Ret Vovirem, king 
of Feraigner, which is St. Augustin-biy country, had 
declared war against Woozington, our common enemy; 
ind had s^nt an ambassador, one Ry-Nanno by name^ 
a Very able and experienced person, whose commission 
iir^s to reconcile the contending lords of Antemdroea ; 
dhd procure their friendship and assistance in the com- 
mon cause. No soonet was he arrived at Fennoarevo, 
^an the joyfUl news spread round the country, and 
reached our ears. Deaiati Crindo, without any hesitation, 
permitted Ry-Nanno to make the first -overtures frorii 
mm to his nephew Mumanzack ; to whose residence 
the ambai^sador was then gone when he heard it. 
' it was with ho small reluctance, that this princ^ list* 
^ned to a peace ; for~ not only his uncle's deportment, 
but that of his sons too, was so inhuman and savs^e, 
in destroying the cattle belonging to their nearest rela- 
tions, rooting up their plantations, and committing 
Other flagrant enormities, that he almost forgot his own 
private wrongs, and looked upon deaan Crindo as the 
general enemy of mankind, who, to gratify his unruly 
passions, endeavoured to lay his country waste; not- 
If^ithstanding he himself, at the first breaking out of the 
Quarrel, had shown him so glorious an example. With 
^hat generosity did he treat both Crindo and Mundum- 
ber, and all who belonged to them ? How careful waS 
lie of their towns and effects ? i^vidently demonstrating 
that he aimed at nothing more than doing himself jus- 
tice, and decidipg a controversy that was too warmlv 
]^itnuid, and that the mufdeir of m^n in cool blood, 
and the destruction of countries, were actions of horrid 
impiety. And as Ry-Nanno tbld me afterwards, it ww 
his innate virtue that at last determined him to a recoft- 
ciliation ; for he thought the Supreme Being could nerer 
look down with a favourable ej^e ofi a man who woul^ 
refuse to relieve his feHow-creatures from such oalami- 
ties as his countrymen then laboured under. And this 
ikia the principal motive, kl the height of his success, 
o 3 
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to wave the prosecution of his own inttce^ when it 
stood in competition with the oublic good. These were 
the truly noble sentiments ana generous resolutions of 
this great man^ notwithstanding his contempt of revela- 
tion ; or, at least, of the christian religion, as I had re- 
presented it to him in a disadyantageous light. I wish 
our priests who build so much on Iheir superior know- 
ledge of God*s will, would be as exemplaiy in their 
lives and conversations, and would teach princes as 
well as others, to be in reality so truly just, honourable, 
and good as this gallant black prince was in all his ac- 
tions ; and yet I doubt not, but he will be stigmatized 
with the odious character of an illiterate heathen. 

As soon as Ry-Nanno had concluded his negotiation 
with deaan Mumanzack, he passed by deaan Afferrer^ 
well knowing he would acquiesce with what liis brother 
had done,, and came to us, in order to compromise the 
quarrel we were engaged in with Chahary and Frukey* 
He condemned tiiem for their rashness in the prosecu* 
tion of their private resentments to the ruin of them- 
selves and their country, and told them it was repre- 
sented in a very bad light to all the kings on the island. 
He met with no great difficulty in the accomplishment 
of the reconciliation he aimed at ; which being effected, 
he told them that Rer Vowem had a pique against 
Woozington, for several very gross affronts. Amongst 
others, he had called a dog by the name of Rer Vov- 
vem ; and Ry-Nanno expected he should wait on them 
next summer to beg their assistance against Woozing- 
ton ; but his errand was at that time principally out of 
friendship, to put an end to their destructive divisions. 
In a few days a peace was concluded and publ|c]y 
proclaimed all over the country. 

While Ry-Nanno was delivering his first speech to 
Rer Mimebolambo and deaan Mevarrow, I observed 
that he fixed his eye attentively upon me, and seemed 
to view me with some concern ; and calling to me in 
broken English — ^you, white m^, come hither. When 
he asked me my name, he turned to my master and 
asked, here is a white bird among a parcel of crows ; 
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in our country, indeed, they are oommcai enon^ thipf 
come there frequently, but then they wear clothes, and 
eat and drink with our lords. This poor young lad looks 
piteously : why do you suffer him to go naked? Pray 
show some charity to a distressed stranger, and do not 
use him with inhumanity. Deaan Mevarrow answered, 
I have used him more tenderly than he deserves; you 
do not know how his friends served deaan Crindo. Yes, 
says Ry-Nanno, I know the whole story perfectly well ; 
and that deaan Crindo treated them in a barbarous 
manner in refusing to let them go at their request to a 
seaport, where ships come, in order to return to their 
native home. Had Rer Vovvem this white man, he 
would give him some of the clothes which his country- 
men have left behind them, and take as much care of 
him as he woidd of his own son, till some ship should 
come to carry him home to his friends. 

I listened to this discourse with the utmost attention, 
and waited with impatience for a ^vourable opportu- 
nity of talking with him in private, which I aid that 
ni|g;ht ; for he brought part of the cattle which deaan 
Mumanzack save him, as he very well knew that we 
had none, and I was sent for to kill a bullock. I em« 
braced this lucky opportunity, and told him in broken 
English, that I woula wait on him at night. Accord* 
ingly I went, and he received me with abundance of 
humanity and respect. After we were seated, he in- 
quired into the whole history of our shipwreck and 
misfortunes. I gave him a long and fiuthful detail 
thereof, not forgetting to acquaint him with the cruel 
treatment I met with from my master, and to set my 
wretched state of slavery in the strongest light. The 
relation of* this melancholy tale, not only made me 
weep, but drew tears likewise from his eyes. He told . 
me he would endeavour to purchase me of deaan Me- 
varrow, and desired me not to be too much dejected. 
I stayed late with him, and when we parted, the hopes 
I had entertained of his kind intentions to release me, 
kept me awake all night The next day, after he had 
discoursed with my master about their own private 
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il&irsy 'ht aflk^d him if he was Itfclified t<y sieAl his whitt» 
ma& ; and in case he was, he would giye him in ex-i 
ehang« a handsome yoong fellow, capable of doing him 
more senrice, or a bnccaneer pm, if that would be tL 
more agreeable compensation. 

. I was sitting among my fellow slaves, and waiting^ 
With the utmost eagerness and attention to hear the re^ 
0ttlt of this conference. When my master ordered me 
to stand up, I was in hopes it was to strHie the bargain ; 
hiit, instead of that, says he, look on that white slaV« 
there; for looking after cattle, digging of wild yams, 
ind improting of honey, there is not his fellow; and 
4iough a buccaneet gun is the common price of a slave, 
I Will not take two for him. Ry-Nanno thereupoii 
Showed him three or four slaves, but Mev^trrow told 
Idm in direct terms that he would not part with me on 
any conditions whatever. Then turning to me, he asked 
if i was not willing to dig some wild yams for him, as 
well as his other slaves who were just gone on the sam6 
Errand before. Not darinff to refuse, I was forced to 
take up my hatchet, shovel, and lance, and go into the 
Woods ; but instead of Searching for yams, I sat down 
and wept till I ip^as almost blirid. However, I was 
tinder an indispensable obligation to find some to cany 
home, which was no easy task, for the stalks were now 
withered ; yet I made up a bundle, after roasting them, 
but had none myself. When I came home, my master 
thought I had been idle, and ssdd, you are mightily 
concerned I suppose, fliat Ry-Nanno is not your master. 
I went home and laid me down on my mat, and had 
toothing but a log of wood under my h^ for a pillow 
till some considerable time after it was datk, and theft 
I Stole privately to Ry-Nanno. • 

I was no sooner seated, than he told me he was glad 
to see me again, and asked me what success 1 had met 
with, which I told him ; and, moreover, that my master 
had abused me to the 1^ degree for bringing no moi« 
vams. He said I w^ the first man he ever saw who 
had a black for his master ; and though he could not 
purchase me, yet h€f did not ^estion, but Rer Vovvetn. 
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would find some ways or means to get me into Feraign^ 
her, when he came next summer into this ceuntiy. To 
that I replied, that I was afraid my master would not 
take me to the wars for that very reason, and that I 
despaired of ever regaining my liberty ; but I was de-* 
termined to make the experiment as soon as ever my 
master went out on another expedition, and left me be- 
hind him. Ry-Nanno endeavoured all he could to 
comfort me, and said, the same Providence .which has 
hitherto preserved you, will deliver you at last ; and I 
have great hopes of seeing you at St. Augustine-bay ; 
for, said he, since Tuley Noro's death, there are but few 
ships come now to Port-Dauphine, though that, indeed, 
is the nearest seaport, for ours is a great way off. I de- 
sired to be informed how many days* journey it was, 
and which way he came ; for I am determined, said I 
to attempt my escape ; if they overtake me, I am sen- 
sible I shall be killed, but then I shall be freed from 
my present bondage, which is worse than death; and 
should I fall into any other master's hands, it is morally 
impossible he should treat me worse than this has done* 
The whole country of Merfaughla, said Ry-Nanno, lies 
between us, extending itself from the utmost part of 
Antemdroea, where deaan Mumanzack's cattle are all 
kept, to the river Oneghayloghe, which runs into St» 
Augustine-bay ; and I think I was about forty and two 
days on my journey, but could have performed it in 
less than half Uie time, had we not hunted by the way ; 
for the whole country, said he, is so well stocked with 
proper subsistence, that no one need carry any provi- 
sions, unless he be in a more than ordinary hurry. There 
are abundance of wild cattle in great part of it; besides, 
there is a large quantity of faungidge, verlaway, wild 
honey, and wild yams to be had, wherever you go. I, 
inquired what kings lived in the way? He said three. 
Rer Trortrock is the first to the northward ; the next 
Rer Chulu^Mossu-Andro, and Zaffentampoey ; this last 
resides at the head of the river Oneghayloghe, to the 
eastward; all their people, however, live near two long 
days* joumies (torn the road. The nearest Way^ said 
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h*^ is }yy Mhe Ibol ofYot%-^rV6 Kfllj,^?!! yon coiheTrtI 
the west side of it, then strike over to the nortfawat^ 
half Si day's journey, and lake your course betwixt the 
iiorth and west, and you tatinot lose your way. I a^ked 
him a great many toore questions till ft Was late anef 
time to depart, but he would not permit me till I harf 
supped with him. The next day he took his farewell 
of my master, and I stole away privately to thank him 
for all his favours. As they were padkihg up his pro- 
vision, fcc., he advised me to oblige deaan Mevarrow 
as much as possible, lest he should kill me or do me 
some secret mjury, and bid ihe likewise not despair bf 
getting home to England. He then made me % present 
of a large piece of beef, and after repeat^ expressions 
of my gratitude for his tender concern for me, I parted' 
firom him, though with abundance of reltictance. When 
I reflected on what had passed, I began to entertaiti' 
quite different thoughts of being in another country 
from what I had done ; for I fbund here Were great 
numbers of people, nay, whole nations too^ who were 
civilized, and understood the lavrs of decency and good 
manners; but it was my misfortune to ftiU among the 
ihost savage people of the whole island. 

The next day the crier went round the toWn with 
orders to all deaan Mevarrow^s slaves to master before* 
his door. Among the rest I went to know his pleasure^ 
which was to get ready and march with all oar baggage 
the next morning to our own town ; which was oieer- 
ftilly complied vrith by every body but myself, who Was ' 
veiy indifferent where I Uved. So when we had taken 
our leave of Rer Mimebolambo and his people, we 
marched home and foond our habitations yery little ^ 
worse than when we abandoned them, for they were at ' 
that time newly built. The orders were to attend and 
receive axes and hoes for the cultivation of the ground. 
Whilst some cleared it of the wood and briars^ others 
hbed it up instead of plodghing it. Our master sent to 
hts uncle Mephontey for a considerable- quantity of ' 
guinea com and carravances, which were soon sowed ; 
and thm indnlged his ftlaves for a formighvin ordelt tQ 
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4ift{>ro^e t^r own pkditations. I desired deaan Sambh 
to use his interest with my master, that I might haye 
two days more to take care of my honey, whidi I had 
secured from thieves, by setting up white sticks as fet 
testimony that it was poisoned by the charms of the 
umossee. He gave consent; and thereupon, I took 
three large tubs, each of which would contain five or 
six gallons, and as many calabashes. I had farther to 
go than from our old town, whidi had been burnt ; but 
when I came there, I found my hives all safe and un« 
touched, and my stock of hon^ prodigiously increased. 
I smoked the bees out, and took the greatest part of 
their treasure away, but not all, leaving them some to 
subsist on, for they will return of themselves to the 
hives, and when they swarm, go directly to new ones 
without any of that fatigue we have with them in Eng« 
land. I found some fine Virginia honey vnth white 
wax, which I put into my calabashes. As it vras neai^ 
two years since I had seen them, I had almost forgotten 
where to look for a good part of them, they being planted 
at a great distance firom each other in different comers 
of the wood. I filled, however, all my vessels, and left 
as large a quantity behind me for the next day's jour-> 
ney. A» soon as I got home, I waited on my mastei^ 
and made him a present of one of the tubs : now these 
lords always expect an acknowledgment on such occa-> 
sions. When my master saw how large a quantity i 
brought him, he was surprised, and asked me why I 
brought him so much? For to do him justice, I cannot 
say he ever discovered a covetous disposition. 

Besides, we have no officers to exact any certain^ 
quantity, but the people must go volimtarily, and carr^ 
a present of sudi commodities as their plantations and 
industry have produced ; as carravanees, guinea corn,' 
potatoes, &C.; out this is only by way of acknowledg- 
ment of homage, and a calabash only would have been 
looked upon as a sufficient compliment. But as I was 
sensible that he had a circumcision-feast to make, and*- 
I had a large stock, I desired him to accept it. He 
told me it was true, and for that purpose he would i 
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pardnse all the honey I had to tpaic^ and giva mt a 
cow and a calf for it the first cattle ne had. 

The civil war being now over, we lived at ease, and 
could dig our wild yams without the least apprehen- 
sions of danger. People now went backwards and 
forwards to visit each other as usual, and every one 
attended his plantations; it was sii months, however, 
after this, before we had plenty. My conversation with 
Ny-Nanno was ever in my mind, and I only waited for 
a favourable opportunity of my master's going abroad 
upon some exploit, to make my escape, tf possible, at 
all adventures. After some time, it happened that one 
Rer Ambarroch, a pet^ prince to the northward, bar- 
ing received and detain^ eight sUves of deaan Me- 
▼arrow's, and thirty head of his cattle, a little before the 
civil war began ; and the deaan sending a special mes- 
senger to demand them, he sent wora back that he 
might come himself and fetdi them, if he thought fit 
He being now at leisure, Rer Mimebolambo and he 
aereed to join their forces, and having obtained leave 
M deaan Crindo, they prepared for their expedition* 

I expected to be left behind, as usual, to take care 
of his wife, and pleased myself with the hope that the 
time was near at hand for putting my design in execu*. 
tion; but standing before him with two Umces in my 
hand, you shall not, says he, always live at home like a 
woman, but shall go to the wars with me ; the sight of 
a white man in arms will strike terror into the people 
upon the mountains where we are going. Hereupon 
he took my lances, and said, here is one of your grand- 
fiither's arms ; you can manage this, I presume, some- 
what better than ours ; prepare yourself for the march. 

I desired, however, tnat I might have one of my 
lances, which he gave me, and twenty musket Mis, a 
sufiicient quantity of powder, and* two flints. I took up 
my mat as usual, but my master gave it to one of his 
slaves to carry fbr me^ so I walked, gentleman-like, 
without any luggage. 

Our little army consisted of about three hundred 
men, exclusive of the slaves; we went to Ike northward 
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all the fifst day, on the second we got into die forest (o 
the east of long-gorvo, where the wild cattle are; 
there we hunted, and killed some beef, while four men 
were sent out as spies toward Rer Ambarroch's town, 
to survey the fortifications of it. We were almost a 
day's journey from it ; and, indeed, it was not advisable 
to go nearer, lest some of their people should have dis- 
covered us, and alarmed the town ; for those wild cattle 
were their principal maintenance and support. Our 
spies returned, and brought intelligence, that it was an 
open place without any rortification at alL Thereupon 
we marohed all night, and arriving at the town by 
break of day, we divided ourselves to surround it, and 
fired into their houses to alarm them ; the barking of 
the dogs and the noise of the guns soon roused them, 
and away they scowered, for we gave them no time to 
collect themselves into a body : so we plundered them 
at once, and took what prisoners we could find. I saw 
the prince's house, and ran directly up to it, in hopes of 
taking him pnsoner ; but he jumped out and fired at 
me : as I was going to return it, a man threw a lance 
at me, which I put ofi* and fired at him, and put a stop 
to his running ; but by that means the prince escaped. 
I entered the house, and found his wife and daughter, 
with two or three slaves attending them. I took hold 
of the ladies' hands, and led them both out, and left 
others to plunder the house as they pleased, since I had 
a good prize enough ; but one of Rer Mimebolambo*8 
men, who had got no booty, would fain have taken one 
of my captives from me ; whereupon I told him, I sup- 
posed he was a coward, and had sneaked behind a tree 
in the action, or else he might have found something 
worth his acceptance. He insisted on his demands, 
and reproached me with, being a slave, till some of our 
people came up, at which time he was obliged to 
depart with shame; for a complaint being made to 
deaan Mevarrow, he justified me, and severely repri- 
manded the poltroon. For there was an agreement 
made before we set out, that what cattle should be 
taken be divided; but all captives should remain in 
p 
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the oostody of those who took thenU When W ' h^ 
driveD all the men away, vft got what cattle We cOuUl 
find together, and made the best of our way through 
the wo^ with them, lest the enemy should rally an^ 
attack us. As soon as we got into the plain We halted, 
and made preparations to receive them; and abotit 
two hundred of them soon came as we expected. 

I delivered my two captives, as every one else did 
theirs, to the slaves that were in the rear, whilst we 
inarched ; and as we came near them, they also met us ; 
Bo that we made a discharge almost all at once, and 
killed three or four of their men. We halted a while 
to load again, and perceived that they stood confounded, 
and looked in a vei^ wishful manner on one of their 
party who was fallen. Having loaded again, I and 
some few more ran directly up to them ; seeing us 
approach, which is not usual, they fired at us and ran 
away. We followed them till they got shelter in the 
wood, and then returned to the main army. On our 
retreat, they sallied out of their coverts, and . followed 
us at a distance, being desirous to take one view more 
of their wives, children, and cattle ; and to observe our 
motions, in hope some accident might happen, that 
might give them a favourable opportunity to avenge 
their cause, and retrieve the losses tney had sustained. 

At noon we came to a shady grove, and there halted 
near a spring, in order to refresh ourselves ; for we 
were all tasting. As soon as my master was seated, he 
Ordered me to bring my two captives. before him; and 
applauding me for my courage and conduct in the 
action, he told me I should keep one of them myself 
and have my choice too, and tnat he would be cour 
tented with the other. I soon determined in favour of 
the young one, who, in truth, was extremely agreeable ; 
and I was pleased with her from the first moment I 
took her. She was not above sixteen years of age ; 
her mother, whom I presented to my master, was about 
four or five and thirty. Pe^an Mevarrow was pleased 
with my choice, for he was inclined to do a generous 
action ; and thereupon ealli[ng her to him, he told her, 
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and went away by herself; though she had not, I pre* 
•ume, ^r to go alone ; for her friends were, doubtless^ 
as near as they durst come in the woods, to observe our 
motions. And though we never saw them more, jret 
we kept a strict guard all that day, and the followmg 
night. I was very fond and careful of my pretty pri- 
soner, tying a rope about her middle, with the ends 
about myself ana laid her close to me, folding her fast 
vritbin my arms ; she only smiled and rallied me for it, 
but I was so fearful lest she should get away, that I 
could not sleep. We marched apace the next day, and 
when we halted, Rer Mimebolambo and deaan Mevar- 
row divided the cattle, each had two hundred and 
eleven ; and then they parted, each taking the nearest 
way home. 

Before we entered the town, we made another halt, 
in order to divide the cattle among ourselves; the 
deaan had thirty, his brother ten, and each of the other 
principals one. He that had two slaves retained one 
of them, and delivered the other to his lord, and had a 
cow and calf in lieu of it. If two men got a slave 
betvreen them, they had each of them a cow for it ; 
even he who had taken no slave was to have a cow, 
provided the number would admit of it; if not, one 
was divided between two ; and this is a eeneral and an 
established law, vrith respect to the division of an 
enemy's spoils. 

Deaan Mevarrow told me I had but one slave, 
whereupon I alleged he had taken one away, and 
might have kept her, if he thought proper; but I per- 
ceived he was only in jest, for he gave me a cow and a 
calf as an equivalent for her ; and generously enough 
offered me another cow and calf for my honey, but I 
modestly declined that favour; so he chose them for 
roe himself out of the fattest of the herd. By this 
means I became rich at once, having two cows and 
two calves, and a handsome jorzerampeller ; that is to 
say, a handsome girl. 

No sooner were we come to the town, than the shells 
were blown, and all the women ran out to see what 
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Wtt 'the cautfe of It, not expecting our ratum in to 
short a time; but when they knew who we were, they 
ran back to their houses till we had made our triumphal 
entry, and deaan* Merarrow was seated ; then his wife 
came out, and as it is the custom there^ licked his feet^ 
and after her, the rest of the women paid him the same 
homage ; and after that, each of them testified her duty 
to her own husband in the same submissive manner. 
I thought, indeed, I had now a wilb, and as fine a one 
as the best of them all ; and that the next time we 
mtumed from such an expedition with the like success^ 
I should have homage done me too. My mistress 
seat and desired to see my young spouse ; I went alon^ 
with her accordingly^ and dbe would make her sit dovm 
iia the same mat wrai herself, and could not refrain 
from tears, it having been her own case ; whereupon 
the chai^ged me to use ber tenderly. I did not intend^ 
I told her, to make a skve of ber, but a walley, tluit is^ 
4 ¥rtfe; 

. As I had a stock of honey in a neighbour's handsy 
as also some carratwices, and U sufficient quantity of 
ttilk, I made a very tolerable repast for my bride and 
aiysdf ; and mimicked ttatrimont so far as to take her 
by the hand^ and assure her that 1 was willing to make 
her a eonstant and teiider faosbflmd ; and asked her, if 
she was equally wiltinsf to be a fidthful and loving 
iHfe? to which she cheerfully consented. So we lay 
dov^ together, and thengfa we had no bride-men or 
bride-maids, or throwing of stockings, yet we were as 
hdppy as our eireumstanees wcMld vi^ell admit of. 
- Some of my readent, perhaps, may wonder how I 
douki be so passionately in love with a black woman f 
hot as thad been Several years in the country, and 
Aey mem become natural to m6, 1 think the wonder 
oease!^ ^ Besoder, she viras ejctremely handsome, of a 
ihlddle sttture, very strught, and exactly shaped ; h'er^ 
features were regular, and her skin as soft, fine, and 
delicate as any lady's in Great Britain. And to do 
iHe women thm iustice, all who aife of any rank and^ 
well brought tfp, have the last good quality to boast^ of» 
p3 
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There are oodeaaly, coane^skioned ctettafet, ulde«d| 
amongst the viilgar, as well as in Europe ; but the 
women do not go naked as some of the Guinea negroes. 
Their dress is a lamber, much longer than that of the 
men'sy and reaches to their feet from their middle; 
above and under the lamber, they wear a kind of shift, 
which covers all the body to the neck, and short sleeves. 
This, for the generality, is made of cotton, and is of a 
dark colour; those of the better sort embellish it with 
beads, in a very neat manner, more especially on the 
back, where they are ranged in rows and cross one 
another; and as they are of different colours, they form 
a large double cross so like a uniou-flag, that one 
would imagine they copied after it. 

Thus much as to a general detail of the person and 
habits of these women, though I shall not, indeed, 
|;ive them the preference to our Europeans ; yet I must 
ingenuously confess, that it is with pleasure I reflect on 
mine, and remember our parting with the utmost 
reluctance and concern. For as to their fidelity, duty, 
and submissive deportment to their husbands, good- 
nature, and agreeable conversation, so Car as their little 
knowledge extends, I think the Europeans come fiir 
short of them. We white people entertain a very con« 
temptible and mean idea of these blades, and a higb 
and partial one of ourselves : they, on the other hand, 
have an exalted opinion of our merit; and modestly 
imagine, that we are &r superior to them in point of 
knowledge, arts, and sciences : and therein, doubtless, 
they are right ; but if ui impartial comparison were to 
be made of their goo^ qualities, the black heathens 
would, in my opinion, excel the white christians. I 
presume the reader will readily allow, that the best 
character I could give myself, in order to recommend 
me to my wife's mother, was, to assure her, as I did, 
that I had as tender a heart as any black whatever; 
for it must be acknowledged, though to our shame, 
that they treat one another with more humanity than 
we do. There are none miserable amongst them, if 
It be in the power of their neighbours to assist them. 
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There love^ tendernees, geserotitj, and inoial hones^^ 
too, are Tery consfucuous ; and that not only just in 
this one country of AnteiBdroea^ but thioughout the 
whole island, and eTen in other places more than here. 
My master, deaan Mevanow, indeed, may be produced 
at an eiception to this general rule, on account of his 
steading his neighbour's cattle, I grant it ; but it must 
be considered, mat there are some men of bad prin- 
ciples in erery country; he did it, it is true, against 
conscience, and stood selfoonvicted : for he knew what 
justice was, as well as any one, as appc»red by hi» 
paying me my cow and calf in return lor my honey ;. 
and in many other particulars. There is a wide dis- 
tance between the capacities and virtues of some men ; 
though it is with regret that I mention deaan Muman- 
lack^ name in the same page with Mevarrow's ; yet 
the peculiar vices of the latter ate no objection to the 
national virtues of his counti^. 

My reader will excuse this digression, I hope, when 
be recollects the only pleasure that alleviated the weight 
of my slavery while in Antemdroea. I looked after my 
master's cattle indeed, as I did before ; but then I had a 
few of my own, and an agreeable companion to spend 
my lebure hours with, who took care of my house ; 
and as I had plenty of honey, I never was without 
toake, for my wife and I to enjoy ourselves with, and 
entertain a friend upon occasion. So that I lived as 
well as the best of my neighbours, and being now much 
less fatigued than formerly, I was capable of taking 
more notice of the religion and laws of the country : 
and as I propose to amuse the reader with a particular 
detail of one of their circumcision-feasts, it will not be 
improper to give first an account of that little religion 
which they professed. 

T1i3y acknowledge, indeed, and adore the only one 
supreme God, whom they call deaan Unghorray, which 
signifies the Lord above. There are, according to their 
notion, four other sovereign lords, and that each super- 
intends one quarter of ihe world. The northern ford 
is styled deaan Antemoor; the southern, deaan Megud- 
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dnmdHtiiibttlette ; the western, deaan Andf o fK lUtuti ( 
and the eastern, deaan Anabeieshe^. Tlii» last, say^ 
&ey, dispenses plagues and calamities amongst man-^' 
kind, by the command or permission at least, of ther 
great God ; the others also are subserrient to Ms com- 
raands, but are chiefly dispensers of his favours and' 
blessings. They look upon these four as mediatonr 
between men and the Supreme Being ; on whkh ac« 
oount th^ have a peculiar regard for them, and in' 
their prayers and sacrifices, recommend thems^res to* 
their mdulgence and protection. 

I have already given the reader some acoonnt of the 
owleys, by which they seem to entertain the same idea- 
as some superstitious people in Europe formerly did of 
familiar spirits; because they employ them as their 
favourite messengers with their petitions and prayers* 
to their great God « and, after a sacrifice, expect that* 
they should come, and tell in dreams what they hav# 
t6 do; and also to warn them of any approaching dan- 
ger. This bears a great conformity to the idea, which 
some christians have entertained of guardian angels^' 
or some old philosophers of a good or evil genius ; €ir' 
rather, is more exactly conformable to a very ancient, 
and long received notion of demons ; and fot that rea-*' 
son, as we have no other term so fit in our language, I- 
choose to distinguish them by that,; for the owley is no^ 
more than the general name of the utensU, or altar ;* 
which is rather like a talisman, or sigil, to whieh the^ 
demon is thought to be attached, and by whidi, as ft' 
proper medium, they expect to be invoked. For there^" 
are almost as many different demons with proper names,- 
as there are persons who have owleys ; some of whidi* 
are, Ry-Leftn, Tompack-Offnarevo, I^ka-petu, Deer- 
mefacher, Deer-hurzolavor, Ry-mungary, Ry-ove. Then' 
they invoke likewise the spirits of thdr forefathers, 
and have a great veneration for them; ^ling upott- 
them by names that are given them after their decease;' 
insomuch that they look upon it as a crimed to • address 
them, or speak of them by the names they had when' 
living ; and this name is principally known by . the 
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woid-garevo at the end of it ; as mav be obsenred hi 
the repetition of deaan Crindo's and deaan Murnan- 
zack*s fathers' names by my mock retinue among tlie 
peasants. 

The veneration they have for the memory of their 
ancestors, and the assurance they hare of their spirits 
always existing, is apparent in almost etery circum- 
stance of the few religious ceremonies which they per- 
form : the burial of their dead is very particular and 
solemn. I have frequently hinted at the great hu- 
manity with which they treat each other on all occa- 
sions, and under all difficulties of what nature or kind 
soeyer. In sickness they daily Tisit and contribute 
all that in them lies to the relief of the afflicted fEunily, 
and the restoration of the patient. When any one is 
dead, all the relations and neighbours come to the 
bouse ; the women make dolefol lamentations, and the 
men assist in the necessary preparations for the foneral.' 
In the first place, they pitch upon a tree for the coffin, 
after that, a cow or an ox is killed, and some of the 
blood sprinkled upon it: imploring at the same time 
their forefothers, and the demons, and demigods to aid 
and assist them, and take care that tiie tree does not 
split in. the falling, or that any one be not hurt either 
by cutting or felling it. When the tree is down, the^ 
cut it about a foot longer than the corpse, and split it 
directly lengthways, (for they always make choice of a 
tree which they know will spUt after this manner,) and 
dig boUi parts hollow, like two troughs. It is then 
carried to the house, the corpse being in the mean 
time washed, and wrapped iip in a lamber, or frequently 
in two and sewed together. There is frankincense, or 
a gum very much like it, burning all the time in the 
house. They seldom keep the corpse above one day, 
especially in hot weather. They put the corpse in the 
trouffhs closing them together, ana carry it upon six 
men s shoulders. Every fomily has a burying-place of 
their own, which no one dare infringe upon or break 
into; nor indeed does auy one attempt it This is 
enclosed, and fenced round with stkks, like palisadoes. 
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When ib«y<0Bfe near the {4aee, the corp^ IsTil^'dd^^ 
and then they proceed Co ^e rettt of 'the ceremo^QV;] 
tiiat is, to mdk» four £reS) one qA emth corner on "the 
outside of the burying-place ; on these fires they burtf 
the or or «ow, 'wfaiefa wis kRIed bofore • for DtUt purpose ; 
^en they divide it into quarters, which are all con-' 
aumed in the flames.: after this, they sprinkle frankin- 
cense upon the eoak, and spread them all sft)out. f^v$ 
being done, the chief or eldest of the family goes dose 
to the entrance of tefburying-place, and hollas aloud; 
several times; afier a;6hort pause, he calls upon ill the 
dead that are there deposited, commencing at -the 
earliest, and proceeding to the last, and each one dis- 
tinctly by his name ; and in the concluiion tells them, 
ijiBX there is a grandchild, or near relation come to lie 
amongst them ; and that he hopes they will reeehre' 
him as a friend. Then the gate is opened^ and two or 
three persons are sent in to dig the grave, which is 
made for the generality seyen or eight iSeet deep i and 
tke corpse is placed in it, and covered over with the, 
earth withoirt any -farther ^icmony« ^he are p^- 
mitted to enter here, but some of th!e nearest relations, 
and the beaeers, and the door is immediately shut fkst 
again« There is commonly a crowd of people without, 
who are busy in carving up, and dividing among them- 
selves the eattle, that are distributed amongst them for 
that purpose, if it be a great and -ridi family that can 
afford it; but the poinrer sort cannot gratify their friends 
in so bountiful a manner. They generally visit this 
buryingTplaoei onoea year, to clear it from vreeds and 
make it dean; but never ejster it till they have first 
burnt a cow, or bullock before it. 

I knew some vdio, dnring a friend's sickness, would, 
make a aaorifice and prayer here, to invoke the aid 
suad assistance of the spirits of their forefathers;' 
but this is not a Tcry common custom. And if any 
man have any peculiar ceremonies of his ovm, which 
others do not thmk proper to put into practice, no person 
iy ofiendcd, nor do th^ concern themselves about ir ; 
ayad the reason is, because there ave no people he%' 
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fwbo priitend to- be greater fsiiYmirites of the Supretne 
« Being thaa other men, and to hare a particular com* 
mission, to interpret and declare his will. No one 
'here has yet b«en so presamptuous as to attempt this ; 
and . if any one should be so hardy> fae would meet 
with but few to credit him. 

£?ery man here, the poor man as well as the rich 
lord, is a priest for himself and his fiunily ; and expects 
the demons should answer his requests in his dreams. 
If he dififer from his neighbour in point of ceremony, 
m there is no damage given^ or reeeired, so there is 
BO hatred arises. But were they' to set apart particular 
persons, and to gire them a certain number of cattle 
iMBd slayes every year, for the performance of some cer« 
lain ceremonies, and instead of making their prayers to 
God for themeeWesy leave it to these to officiate for 
them, and prescribe rules and seasons to them^ these 
very people would 80<hi knrd it over them. F6r they 
would terrify them with the anger of the great God; and 
demigods, and foment divisions among^ the people for 
the support of their interest, lest they should lose their 
substance and honours ; and at last punish any innocent 
person for their insolent inventions, under a sanctified 
pretence q£ demons coming in the night from the Su- 
preme Being, and enjoiniug them so to do. We had 
am instance* how easily mankind might be imposed on 
1^, these pretenders to prophesy, in my master Mevar- 
row ; and how artfally the imposition was carried on in 
one of oor neighbours* 

There was a person of distinction lived about two 
hours' walk from us, called deaan Olaavor, whose 
fother died whilst I was here ; he Was making prepara- 
tions for his interment in the burying-plilce of his fk- 
niily ; and the night before, he dreamed his father ap- 
peared to him. Or, according to his own expressioii,; 
hit father appeared to him in a dream, and earnestly] 
desired him not to bury his corpse ; but keep it in a' 
snndock, or chest, and erect a little house for the re- . 
cepHon of it. 

Thif request he very dutifolly complied with, buitd- ' 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



laS THB ▲I>T£NTOmBt OF 

ing a house about three hundred yards from the towb 
to the eastward, to which place he used frequently to 
resort, and make his prayers and oblations, and then 
pretended that the spirit of his father, which he called 
lulu-bay, or the great spirit, used to come and tell him 
strange things, which should occur to his neighbours. 
He frequently visited deaan Merarrow, who gave the 
Utmost attention to erery thing he said ; Olaavor per- 
ceiving his weakness, soon found out ways and means 
to turn the credulity of his friend to his own advan- 
tage: and when any troublesome time came on, he 
would industriously wait on Mevarrow, and inform him 
how angry his lulu-bay was, and what misfortunes he 
had just grounds to fear would attend him. Now 
whether, as he was an artful man, he conjectured rightly 
from the reason of things; or, whether he dreamed rightly 
(for sometimes, inde^, it happened as he said, ana 
often otherwise) I shall not presume to determine; 
but his principal aim was (as it appeared to me) to get 
a heifer now and then for a pretended sacrifice, imd 
frequently a present of some beads, and such other 
trinkets, for the pains he was at^ using his best endea- 
vours to appease the wrath of his lulu-bay, and procure 
his favour and assistance. The advantage he made of 
this was so conspicuous, that many people grew jealous 
of his conduct ; out at length a brother of deaan Olaa- 
vor*s was killed in the wars, and his lulu-bay never 
came in a dream to warn either one or the other of the 
impending danger. This not only opened their eyes, 
but convinced a great many more ; however an excuse 
was at hand. That his brother had been remiss and 
negligent in regard to his prayers and oblations to lulu- 
bay ; and for that reason he suffered him to fiill. Deaan 
Me/arrow, and some of the weakest of the people, 
swallowed the cheat, and still continued their supersti- 
tious opinion of this great spirit, and were afraid to 
speak, or entertain the least contemptible thought of it ; 
having always the plea of mean-spirited bigots, that 
they were safer who paid an awful regard to lulu^bay* 
than those who despised him. But be the case h^w it 
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may, if he were not a great and powerful •pirif, either 
capable of injuring them, or doing them any good o^ 
fices ; if the whole were a mere fiction of deaan Olaa- 
Yor'sy yet there was no harm in thinking he was so, or 
in paying him honours ; but upon the supposition that 
he was really such a potent spirit, and they should neg- 
lect him, then they were sure to suffer severely for 
their contempt. 

This was all the idle answer those poor timorous 
creatures would give, on their being askel a reason for 
their tame compliance with deaan Olaavor; which, 
doubtless, would have been as good a plea for their 
paying divine honours to a potato, had any one told 
nim he had a revelation in nis dream, that it was a 
demigod. The reader, I presume, may entertain a 
more adequate idea of the natural disposition of the 
people, with respect to their morab and religion, fipom 
such instances and occurrences, than from any formal 
description which I can pretend to make > I shall thet e- 
fore pursue my history, and give a particular detail 
here of the feast and ceremony of the drcamcision a 
deaan Mevarrow's son. 

The toake was made some weeks beforehand, by boil- 
ing the honey and combs together, as we in England 
make mead. They filled a great number of tubs ; some 
as laree as a butt, but some indeed smaller; a shid 
being built for that purpose, which was thatched over, 
to place them in. On the day. appointed, messengers 
were despatched all round the country to invite the re- 
lations and friends. About three or four days before 
the ceremony of the circumcision was actually per- 
formed, you might see the begiuninff of a festival; 
people went about blowing horns, and beating drums 
both night and day ; to whom some toake was given 
out of the lesser vessels as a small compensation foe 
their trouble: deaan Mevarrow had procured two 
large oxen from deaan Mumanzack. They, who lived 
in the most remote parts, came a day or two before ; 
and they were entertained with toake. In the evening, 
I found the town full of people, some wallowing on tLe 
. Q 
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gramdi and -8601^^ staigrg^ritig ; scart^My one individil^ 
person s6^, either meti, wotnenf, or children. Ahd 
here one might sensibly discern the effect^ of peace atfd 
secunty, the people abandoning themsetres without 
frar or reserte to drinking, and all manner of diver- 
sions. My wifb I found hfiid been among them indeed'; 
bat had the pradenoe to tvithdraw in time, for she wa^ 
fast asleep when I came home. 

And tiow the day being o6me, I returned ftom feed- 
ing my catde before noon, in order to bring up the tw6 
oxen and a bull, whose legs being at ohce tied fast, 
they werr thrown all along upon tl^ ground. The child 
wttk about a year old ; for they hate 1^0 stated' time for 
the obserttt&ce of this custom. He was decked with 
beadS) and a skein of white cotton thread was wound 
aboot his bead. A' grei^ crowd attended the festival. 
Some brought such presents as their abilities would 
admit, stKh as a cow, or a calf, beads, iron shorels, 
hatchets, and the like. Every one was served oritb 
only vrith a small quantity of toake in a calabash before 
Jthe cevMMiiy l>egan. All things being now duly pre- 
pared, they waited for the signalfrom the umossee, 
-who was all this time very busy, to all outward appeat- 
aace, in measuring his shadow with his feet. When it 
came: to the length of three and a half, he gave thfe 
wofd. :Upon which, one of the nearest relations, who 
bad the child in his arm^, ran vrith him up to the bull, 
and patting the child's right hand on the bulFs riglYt 
horn, repeating the following form of words. 
Tyh^ deaan Unghorray, deaan Antemoor, deaati 
Anebeleriiey, deaan Androfertraer, deaan Mtgurf- 
dumdummateme, an Ruey Owley, Ileer-razehu, it- 
toey aequo toey Anomebay loyhe ittoey handrabeck 
enney raffa loyhe. 
Whibh in English runs thus :— 
Let the Great God above, the Lords of the four quarters 
of the^ world* and the demons prosper this chnd, and 
make a 'gr«at man of him. May he prove as strong 
as this bull, and overcome all his enemies. 
If the bull roar whilst the boy's hand is on his hont. 
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tb^ look 00 it a» an iI>QBMnyp«TteBAing either <iek- 
neaSf or sQme other misfortimes in life ; ai^ all tiie fan<k 
3iness of the umossee is nothing moie •than thb »«••«• 
tell them Mrhat is the moat unluoky hour or minolt 
(like our strolling fortuncwtellers) to do it in ; Cur, as to 
the religious part of the ceremony, he is no ways €0«^ 
Qemed in it; if there.be any religion intended ^y it, 
which is somewhat to be questioned ; for any experi- 
enced roan of the neighbourhood, whom thev. imagine 
understands it best, perfi^ms the operation by feeling 
for the head of the yacd, and cutting off the tote-ekin 
as closely as possible, two men holding the child's legs 
and anns at the same time. As to the name, it is given 
long before, and frequently is changed afterwArds ; this 
child was named Ry-Mwket. A£ter .the fort'^un it 
cut off, an attendant haying atstick in his -hand like a 
gun rammer, the bi^^geat icnd whereof is pointed, puts 
Sie fore-ekin upon it, and going to the wood, throws 
it towards the east. The ceremony being over, the duld 
is delivered to the mother, who is all this time sitting 
upon a mat with the women round her. And nowtheiff 
penriment began; the thatch was all puUed off the 
tqake-house^ and I was ordered to kill the bull jnd the 
oxen ; but these not being sufficient, my master sent 
fer three more which bad been brought him by his 
friends, for there were abundance of months to be fedv 
^Before they began to drink, he took particular care to 
secure all their weapons, and i9f> man was permitted to 
have so much as a gun or a lance; and tken they in-* 
dulged themselves in boiling, broiling, and roasting of 
meat, drinking of toake, singin[g, hallooing* blowing of 
shells, and ,drum«ttng, withr ^ tbetr mif^ and main* 
I do not believe the«e were twenty jober persons 
among the whoJe company. These revels, continued att 
night; some wei^t jaws^ the next roomings but most 
stayed till evening, so thi^ die feast lasted Ahcee days 
Sttcoessivdy.- 

These people are great adnnrers of toake, and somn 
of the vulgar aorl^ as arcant sols, and as la^ as a^y i» 
q2 
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£oglaiid^ for they will sell ttieir guinea com, cana- 
▼anoes, naj, their very spades and shovels, and live 
iipon what ihe woods afford them. Their very lambers 
too, if worth any thing, must go for toake ; and they 
make an ordinary one serve turn, so it will but just 
cover their nakedness. It is made of the tree called 
the whooring, which they cut down with their lances. 
The outer bark is taken away, and the inner, which is 
white, is peeled off whole, and beat with a stick till it 
is made soft and pliant; and then they wear it as a 
lamber, but it can never be washed. Their lambers, 
however, for the generality, are made of cotton dyed in 
tiie yam. The richer sort, indeed, and people of dis- 
tinction, buy silk and calicoes at seaport towns, and 
often give a cow and a calf for no more than will make 
them one lamber. The men wear no other clothes, but 
they adorn themselves with mananelers, which are rings 
round their wrists ; and these, both men and women of 
distinction, are very fond of. They are sometimes made 
of gold (but where they get them I cannot say) oftener 
of silver, but more frequently of copper ; which, at last, 
I found was produced and made in the country, as well 
as iron. They dress their heads in a i^ry agreeable 
ouaner, curling up their hair to make it lie close, for 
they have hair, and not wool on their heads, as the 
Guinea negroes; neither are their noses flat, though 
small, nor their lips so big as theirs, but their hair is 
always black, and for tl^ generality, has a natural curl. 
Deaan Crindo's family are particularly distinguished, 
on account of their long hair, and their copper«coloured 
skins. Notwithstanding they have no idea of letters, 
yet they have here very wholesome laws, which are 
fixed in their minds and handed down from generation 
to generation. I well remember roanv of them^ the re- 
capitulation whereof, I flatter myself will be no dis- 
agreeable amusement to the reisuler. 

If one maliciously assault his neighbour, and break 
a leg or an arm, the offender is fined fifteen head of 
cattle, whic^ are delivered to the party injured. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



^^fmmm^^mmmmmmi 



If one break anofter'i head, and be tiltot is wotmded 
have not retunied the blow, he has three beevf» by way 
of damage. 

If two men quafre), and one happen to cnree the 
ether's iather or mother, whether they be iivinf or dead; 
and his antagonist hare so much eommand of himself as 
to refrain from cursing the other^s father or ifiother, h^ 
recorers two beeves as a compensation. 

If a man be caught robbing his neighbour of an ox, 
or a cow, he is obliged to restore it tenfold ; and this 
w executed too with the utmost rigour, notwithstanding 
my master frequently breke this good law; but, like 
ether great men, in more polite parts, he was not to be 
curbed by the ordinary laws of his counttyi^ and yet 
he, as ifirell as most others, found, to his cost, diat there 
were those who could cope with him ; and was at last 
conTinced, that If a man will live amongst his fbllow- 
creatures. he must be observant of the fundamental 
laws, which the community wherein he lives has framed 
for their mut^ial peace and tranquillity ; without whichj| 
men are not sociable animals, but each one is a merel 
savage, and the world an uncultivated desert. 

If any one be foupd guilty of stealing guinea com,* 
carravances, potatoes, or the like, out of any of the 
plantations, he forfeits a cow and a calf to the owner, 
of more, in some measure proportionate to the offence. 
[ In case one man's cattle oreak into another's planta- 
tion, the owner, for every beast found there, must give 
an iron shovel. 

If any one steal atiother man's hive of boney, and* 
be caught, the fine is three iron shovels. These iron 
shovels, hoes, &c., are a kind of small money with these 
people, for here is no trade but by barter, or the ex-' 
change of one commodity for another ; and, therefore, 
they are as exact as they possibly can be, in proportion- 
ing the value of one thing to another. 

If a man borrow an ox, or a cow, of his neiglyboar,^ 

and does not return it in a year's time, six calves are 

looked upon as an equivalent for tie ox; and if he 

neglect payment at that time, those calves are supposed 

q3 
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to be three et^en, and three heifen; and the kwrease, 
which by a ihir comfmtation ariaes by their growth 
and proonotion, is the man's right of whom the ox was 
borrowed ; and if it go on for ten years, or any longer 
term, it is computed what three bulls and three cowa 
might have proaoced in that space of time, and aU that 
produce is doe to the creditor. 

If a man lie with the wife of another man who ia 
his superior, he forfeits thirty head of cattle, besides 
beads and shovels in abundance ; but if the men are of 
equal degree, then the fine is twenty beasts only. * la 
this country of Antemdroea, they are not addicted to 
such a plurdity of wires as in some other parts of the 
island. If a man have but two wives here, and his bro- 
ther or an intimate friend come to visit him, he never 
scruples to let him lie with one of them. 

The nearest of kin, even brother and sister, marry, if 
thev have not the same mother. 

One brother, after the decease of another, often takes 
his wife; naVy his fether's too, and lies with them, if 
th^ be not their own mothers. 

To lie with one of the king's or prince's wives, is 
death by the established laws. 

My master Mevarrow was jealous of a young man's 
beinff great with his wife, or, as he said, was well as- 
sured he used to lie with her. Whether he had anj^ 
just grounds for such a suspicion, I cannot say ; yet 
everjf body expected the young man would be killed 
for It; but his brother being a chief man, and a fa- 
vourite of the deaan's, and the civil wars coming on, 
he seemed at that juncture to take little notice of it ; 
but two years after the offence, when those dissentions 
were appeased, the man being constantly in his view,« 
he determined to punish him; and, accordingly, when 
the young man, his brother, and some few slaves of us 
that attended them, were in the woods, it being so con- 
trived, under pretence of stealing and killing a cow, 
be and deaan Sambo drew the young man into a le- 

* A man can put away his wife at pleasure. 
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9iote paert of tbe woods, at a considerable diaUnce from 
90, and in a short time we heard him halloo three times, 
at which instant deaan Mevarrow arose, and pretend- 
ing to stretch himself with his lance in his nand, he 
struck the young man's brother tlnrough the body. Thi9 
so surprised us all, Uiat some of us ran one way, and 
some -flew another, imagining our master mad; and 
some went homo and positively asserted it as fact, this 
person whom he killea not being the adulterer. He 
had been our master's counsel-keeper, it is true, and 
knew all the secret recesses of the women and cattle ; 
and taking it for granted that he would turn his enemy 
and revesffe his brother's death, thought it most ad* 
Tisable to despatch him likewise. Deaan Sambo killed 
tjie supposed adulterer that moment the halloo was 
made, which was the signal agreed on between them; 
but whether he was apprixed of deaan Mevarrow's 
wicked design upon the other, I cannot determine, for 
there were several others whom he bcoufi^t there, as if 
he intended they should be witnesses of it. As deaan 
^ambo was the executioner, I was inclined to think 
there was more than suspicion, for that he was no cruel 
man, I was very sensible, by experience. I must own 
I had entertained a very &vourable opinion before of 
my mistress, as I had never observed |ny thing like it 
in her conduct ; but I had now almost done, not only 
with this £ftmily, but the country likewise; for every 
circumstance in my affairs had some t^idency to pro- 
mote my departure and escape, which, at length, J 
effected. 

Not long after this, it happened, whilst I stole out to 
visit my own plantation (my corn, &c., being near ripe) 
ttiat some of my cattle broke into the plantation of a 
principal man, and did him some considerable damage. 
My fellow- slaves soon informed me of the misfortnne, 
and went to seek Uie beasts ; but they were driven homo 
by the planter's servants with very heavy complaints : I 
knew the danger of going within reach, or, indeed, with- 
in sight of my master; and therefore turned aside into 
the wood, to consider what measures were best to Jm 
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taken. At length, I reooHect^ the ftiemishi^ iMltrbM 
deaan Olaavor aad deaan Mcvaifdw: and for that 
i«aaon went directly to him> and laid tty nnhap]^ easfe 
liefore him, and h^fged he would use his best endeft* 
▼ours to reconcile me to my master. 0e readily oom- 

5 lied with my request, made me very welcome, and 
estred me to stay, not only that nigat, but the next 
day a^ night too ; and then assured me, ^at be weald 
go with me himself; but business woi^d not pwnnit 
him to go before. By this means I was absent loagf 
enough to alarm them, and give them just grounds t9 
suspect that I had deserted. Deaan OlaavDr, however, 
went with me according to his promise, and after he 
baud expostulated the case with my master, and obtained 
paxdon, I was sent for in, and restored to fovour, with 
qnly some friendly admonitions for my better conduct 
for the future. As soon as their eontersation elating 
to my foult and pafdon was over, they fell into dis* 
CDume on o\h&t matters ; and deaan Mevarrow put his 
hand to his mouth, which is an action they frequently 
use to express their surprise at amy thing more than 
common. 

Deaan Olaaior, says he, I sent yesterday for an 
umossee, to copsult with him about Robin, and to 
know what was4>ecome of him. Aftep he had conjured • 
a long thne, he assured me, that I should see Robin 
o|)ce more ; but the next time he went away, I should 
neieerseehim again in the capacity of his servant or 
sk^ ; for ha will hafve a new master to th^ northward, 
with whom he will tarry but a short time; and then he ' 
will still go farmer nqfthwa^^ and have more masters ; 
tiQ, at length, he wiH return to his native eotrntry. I 
listened, I own, na only with attention, but pleasure, 
to what he said, though i p«t no great eonidence in 
these fortune-teMers. Just as I was getting up to go 
home to my wife, my master catted roe ; stay, iays he, 
I have somethini^ to say to you before von go. Per- 
ceiving that I locjced a little startled and surprised; I 
shall do you no harm, says he, only secure yon. The 
umossee was sent for immeiitotely, and then I found * 
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thev were going to enchant me (as they imagined) that 
I should not run away. I had seen this magical farce 
aeted before upon such slaves as they are jealous of, 
frequently forcing an oath upon them by the demon 
Fermonner. And when these poor wretches have after* 
if^rds attempted to fly, and bewildered themselves in 
woods and unfrequented paths, or hurt themselves by 
any fall, or any common accident, they are weak enough 
to imagine that the demon Fermonner was the cause ; 
that he confounded them, and dazzled their eyes in such 
a manner that thev should not find their way. Two or 
three instances m this kind in an age, are enough to 
make fools give credit to the whole. 

At lenffth the wrinkled old wizard enters with solemn 
pace, and with a leering sneer in his haggard counte* 
nance, shakes his projecting noddle : Ha I Well I see 
you ha? e him fiist. I told you so. Who is he that 
shall presume to despise my prophetic spirit? You see 
as much is proved true, as the time will permit. Neg- 
leet my advice for the future ; and look to the north- 
ward for your slave. But you may look, and send too 
in vain ; it will be then too late. The spirits who are 
at my command may do somewhat now. What (says 
deaan Olaavor, who was not so great a bigot as deaan 
Mevarrow, notwithstanding his lulu-bay) has proved 
tme? Robin nefer ran away at all, he would have 
been here yest^day, if I could ha? e spared time ; so 
that there is nothing at all in what you talk of. Pray, 
venerable sage, says deaan Mevarrow, (interrupting 
Olaavor,) pray proceed ; I sent for you on purpose to 
take your advice. Prepare your charms. Away goes 
the rambling old fool to work, scraping a root, and 
ttixinfr several ingredients together, which, I was well 
satisfied, had neither good nor harm in them ; (for I was 
afraid of nothing but his nose dropping into it ;) mut- 
ttring all the time, between his few broken teeth, words 
that neither heynor any one else knew the meaning of. 
When the dose was prepared, he called it the fermon* 
ner, and pat it into some carravances, which were boiled 
on purpote, and it was given me in a calabash. But 
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before I took it, he irang several roots iibdut mt ;,'QW 
over my eyes, another at my back, one npoa my biMt, . 
aod one upon eaoh leg, giviog each of them a distiaol 
name : then scraping a sma^Q qoantity from eadi of 
Ihem, and putting it into the mess of carra^ances, J 
was ordered to eat it, which I did without the least 
fear or reluctance ; in the mean time he pronounced hia 
corses,, as well as prayers over me. Whenever (says . 
he) he thinks of ronning away, remember, O thou, 
deaan Fermonner, how he has eaten what belongs to 
thee; and. also, O ye, &c. [Here he named all the 
spirits belonging to other charmed ro^^] how he has 
eaten what belongs to you ; and if he offer to xuft 
away, arise in his stomach, O deaan Fennonner, and 
make him so sick that he shall be incapable of stining. - 
And ye, which have hung at his back break it asupder; 
let bis breast be torment^ with pain, and his legs feW 
teied as with parra-pingos ; and if he attempt to fly, 
join all your united forces, and break his legB whenever 
he jumfMi and steps over any thing that lies in his way. 
Thus the old dotard went on for a long time, but in a 
more abrupt manner, and without any method. He 
tossed his hands about, and changed his voioe ahnmi: 
every minute. He made, in short, a hundred imper* 
tkent repetitions and cant words of his own invention« 
and foamed like a&natioal enthusiast When he had' 
quite tired himself with preaching, he took offthejofaana 
and made me lid^ every individual coot. Now kC hina : 
go, says he, wh«re he will ; the demons ifflnch legaid. 
these charms will soon inform me where he is, and I 
shall acquaint his master. 

I had a hdiday that day ; for my mast^ .was in a. 
good humour, being highly delighted with what he had 
done ; and sent a projper servant to do my business. 
When I came home, I round my wile in a veiy mrian* 
choly posture, being under great ooneera for fear 1 
should be killed. I^e would have provided somethivg 
for me to eat, but I had dined, I told her$ and then m- 
Itted to her the whole affidr. She was Dveriajftd ta-, 
fad J got off so wiell, and w»s suifirised th^t I shoyili 
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h^ m dtU at it ; since she knew wiell enough 1 did not 
regdfd any of these cet^monies, and iftade a jest of them ; 
bnt my thoughts were quite otherwise engaged than 
«he was aware of, and I did not think proper to let her 
know the truth ; which broke my rest to that degree, that 
I scarcely ever slept soundly there any more. I found 
myself now under the necessity of running away at all 
adventures. For should sickness, or any common ac- 
cident attend me, so great was deaan Mevkrrow's super- 
stition, that he would, doubtless, have thought it had been 
effected by these demons or spirits, which were invoked 
in this incantation ; and have taken it for an infallible 
testimony of my resolution to go from him ; and then, 
very probably, m his passion he might have killed rae. 
So that these conjurations, which Mevarrow depended 
oh to prevent my departure, had the direct contrary 
effect,' and .was the strongest motive that could have 
induced me to it, and made it absolutely necessary that 
it should be so ; yet I have often smiled to think how 
unexpectedly true his prediction or guess proved, even 
in all its circumstances. 

Whilst my head was full of projects in order to ac- 
complish my flight, I could not forbear saying some- 
thing in relation to it to a very civil, honest young fel- 
low, who kept cattle always near me ; and was a cap- 
tive from another country. One day I asked him, from 
whence he came? and he said from the northward. 
Was I so near my Own country, said I, as you are, I 
would not stay miieh longer in sQavery. Nor would I, 
said he, if it were not for the demons ; who I am afraid 
will break my. bones, ever since the limossee cursed 
me in the same solemn manner as be did you. At 
which I laughed. Why, if you have no apprehensions 
cm that account^ said he, you may get awa^ with as 
inaeh ease as I: At this I started, and told him, I sup- 
pose he only said so to try me. But he offered to enter 
uto a solemn oath before the oWley, that he meant as 
lie said, and would assist me in my flight. 

However, I dropt the argument for that day, but I 
tried him neact ; for after I had sworn him in a religious' 
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manner (knowing him to be like most people, nkone re- 
ligiously inclined under misfortunes than in prosperity) 
I confessed ingenuously my secret intention, and asked 
nis friendly advice. You have nothing to do, said he, 
but to fly directly to deaan Afferrer, who will protect 
you, and treat you in a courteous manner* When Rer 
Vowern*s army comes next summer, continued he, you 
may easily get to them ; who would be pro^d to oblige 
the white men, by sending you home in the first ship 
which arrives at Feraignher. For nobody, says he, in 
the whole island will make a white man a slave, or keep 
him against his inclination, but these people. So that 
if you can but fly from hence, you will soon get to some 
town where ships come. I returned him many thanks 
for his kind advice, and told him I would show him my 
beehives, and the roots of which the charm was macfe. 
Ihis I did with 9. view to make him keep the fecret. 
And now, 

I had but one hard task more to go through, and that 
was to prevail on my wife to accompany me, or let me 
conduct her to her father. It was a difficult point to 
break my mind to her; but at length observing her in a 
humour to talk of her friends, and wish she could see 
them, I told her, if she had courage enough, and 
would keep the secret, and always love me, I would 
venture to carry her to them, and stay with her ; but 
she was superstitious too, and afraid I should be hurt 
by the incantations of the umossee. So that I pressed 
't no farther. But to part with her, and leave ner not 
only in bondage, but to be ill-treated, perhaps on my 
account, was a mortifying consideration; for I sincerely 
loved her. 

However, there was an absolute necessity ; my reso- 
lution was flxed, and no time was to be lost. It wat 
then wet and rainy, and I stayed only* till the weather 
was more favourable; which was about a fortnights 
Near which time I took my comrade into the woods^ 
and showed him my hives, and the manner how I dug 
the roots for the charms ; for to attempt to undeceive 
him woyld have been to no purpose. The night beibre 
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I took my flight, I wilfully left a heifer in the field; 
having told my ^end when I called, and desired him 
to look after my cattle whilst I w^t after the heifer, 
that should be the private signal of my departure. He 
told me it was two days* long walk to Yong-gorvo; but 
i said I would run it in one, and did not question but 
that I should get safely thither, (though my master should 
send after me,) if I were but two hours before them. 
When I came home with my cattle, my master took a 
survey of them, and missed the heifer ; but after repri- 
manding me a little, he ordered me to get up betimes 
in the morning, and look for it, before it broke into 
any neighbour s plantatftn. 

This was what 1 aimed at, in order to have the whole 
day before me ; but now came the hardest struggle, 
which was to take a last farewell of my wife. 1^ was 
some secret satisfaction, however, that 1 had no child 
by her. I was almost afraid to reveal the secret to her: 
but at length, after making her swear in the most so- 
lemn manner by the owley, that she would never dis- 
close it, I told her in direct terms that I was goin*^; 
and the only thine that disturbed me, veas parting with 
her. She begged, and cried most bitterly ; but there 
was no staying for me any longer, my life being every 
day in danger. Had I been in any other pyt of the 
country, where I could have lived with freedom, ease, 
and ^fety, I don't know what effects the unaffected 
love I had for her might have produced. At length, 
however, she was somewhat appeased, and I broke 
from her arms by break of day ; but w^^ what sorrow 
and reluctance, such of my readers as are tender lovers, 
can better imagine than I describe. I drove my cattle 
into the field, where my comrade was ready ; I did not 
go near him for fear of being observed; but called, and 
bid him take care of my cattle : he said yes, yes, and 
away I walked, or rather ran ; for by the time the sun 
was two hours high, I had got beyond the first woods, 
which is not less than ten English miles, if it could be 
measured. 

I had now a large plain of five or six miles to go 

R 
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orer, here I looked back every now and then, ibr fef r 
of being punned ; but saw the coast was clear. My 
wi£? and friend, as I was informed afterwards, wene 
true to tbe trust rjposed in them. About noon, I came 
to a pond, where I just washed and reOreshed myself, 
and kept jogging on till at last I espied the white diif 
of Yong-^orvo. It is very high, and appeared likfi 
land that is seen about seven or eight leagues at se%; 
that however did not discourage me, and two hours 
before night I was at the foot of it. It is half an hour's 
bris^ w^k to go up the hill to deaan Afferrer's town, 
where I arrived safely, and went directly to hinu ^e 
thought as soon as he saw m^ that I came with some 
ines^e from deaan Mevarrow, but I threw myself 
immediately at his feet, and begged his indulgence and 
protection ; then I informed him of all the miseries I 
bad\u\dergone through my master's cruel treatment of 
me, anid the apparent danger my li^ was in every day, 
and at that time more then ever. . • 

No sooner was he convinced of the true reason of 
my making thus my earnest application to him, than I 

Eerceived a pleasure glowing in his countenance ; and 
e at once assured me, that be would protect me at all 
adventures, and that I should be a slave no longer; 
that I should do nothing but go witl^ him wherever he 
went : ind as a testimony of bis sincerity, he would 

E resent me with a gun. Now carrying a gun here, 
ke wearing aswonl in England, is &e mark of a 
gentleman; with this lance in your hand, said he 
smiling, you look like a mallna-oross, which is a nick- 
. name they givcT to one of the meanest of their natives; 
you shall now appear Uke what you are, a free-bom 
man. I licked his feet with all the satisfaction imagin- 
able, in conformity to the custom there, and returned 
him a thousand thanks ; nor did I forget my grateful 
acknowledgments to the Divine Goodness, who had thus 
hr given success to my honest endeavours, to recover 
my former state oi[ frf^edom ; and to implore his assist- 
ance in the completion of so happy a project, which I 
had no hopes of ever putting into execution. 
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When I assured them that I came («)» my imn 
house in one day, there was scarcely any one would give 
credit to the assertion. About a week or two after, 
two messengers from deaan Mevarrow came to demand 
his white slave ; and to reproach dekan Afferrer, for 
not sending me back by some of his own people on my 
first arrival. This imperious message made him smile : 
send him back, says he, and by my own people I and 
his white slave too I why, no one ever saw a white sltive 
before ; nor has he the least authority to make him 
one. I look upon him as a distressed man, fled to me 
for succour, and he shall never be exposed to misery 
any more. I shall make no slave of him ; he shall be 
at his free liberty to sftiy with me, oi* go where, <» 
whenever he sees convenient. He here expatiated oa 
the conduct of our people, with regard to deaan Crindo; 
whi6i being nftach to the same purpose as has .been 
hinted before, I shall not recapitulate. 

In short, he convinced the two men of the unreasotl- 
ableness of their master's demai^so far, that they ej^ 
cused themselves, and said, that*ey only came with a 
message. And I only teH you, says he, what answer 
to return to deaan Mevarrow. After this^ he entered 
into familiar discourse with them, and asked them, 
what day I came away ? When they told him he was 
perfectly surprised, and so were they to find I had 
actually walked it in one day ; for it could not be much 
less than sixty English miles. I could not forbear 
rallying them, on account of their superstitious confi- 
dence in their umossees. See, says I, how my legs 
are swelled!. how the spirits have made my bones 
rattle within my skin ! I was a white man they said,* 
and they had no power over me. As soon as deaan 
Afferrer had ordered them a house and provisions, and 
I had made some inquiry after my wife, which proving 
more to my satisfaction than 1 expected, I took my 
leave of them with pleasure ; for I had some doubt 
before, what might be the effect of such a peremptory 
demand from deaan Mevarrow. 
And now I lived, I must confess, with more freedom 
r2 
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than eyer I had done as yet; for I walked about with 
my gun upon my shoulder. When the deaan yras dis- 
posed to eat, I ate with him ; though not in the same 
dishy indeed, for no one here has that privilege. I had 
little else to do, than to go with him a hunting ; by 
which means I made myself expert in all the arts of 
taking wild cattle. Mv principal business was to 
observe the situation of the country, and to inquire the 
route which Ry-Nanno was expected to take. 

I was fond of going often a hunting, in order to 
take particular notice of the most remarkable moun- 
tains, which might hereafter be as so many landmarks 
to me. Besides Tohitch futey, or white hill, here is 
smother high mountain more to the northward, called 
▼ohitch manner, or red hill. It is in form of a cone, 
or sugar-loaf, and runs spiring up a great height ; tne 
inhabitants are of opinion, that it is thokhighest imthe 
whole world. After I had lived in this manner six 
months, Ky-Nanno met me by accident in the forest, 
as he was coming to a^e deaan Crindo, and the other 
lords, intelligence of 9b Feraignher army being upon 
their march. This was such agreeable news to me, 
that I was at a loss how to conceal my joy ; and for 
that reason I walked into the woods, for fear they 
^ould discover my inclinations by my deportment. I 
attempted to return my humble and hearty thanks to 
the Almighty in my native tongue, for the niii prospect 
I had of getting to a seaport town ; but found I bad 
forgotten my English, and could scarcely with propriety 
put three words together. However, me Madagascar 
language served me well enough to express the senti- 
caents of my heart. 

« Deaan Afferrer told me as soon as I came home, 
that he had seen Ry-Nanno; that Rer Vovvern was 
dead, and that his son deaan Mernaugha now suc- 
ceeded him ; and that ^is nephew deaan Trongha, 
assisted by his brother Rer Befaugher, and deaan Mer- 
naugha's brother Rer Mundrosser, commanded the 
army. As I was conversing with the deaan, I could 
not help expressing my sorrow for Rer Vowera^s 
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death ; because he was so fiiithful a Inend t& aU wfiiie 
men. I found he suspected my design imoiediatelyy 
for he told me, though in a very courteous raanner, that 
he hoped I had no temptation to change my pkce of 
abode through his treatment of me. To which I re^ 
plied, after thanking him fo? all his fiMrours, that I had 
no thought of removing from my hahitaitioB ; that I 
was conscious to mys^ thai I hiftd as welly or bti^ber 
than I could do in ai^y olher plact. And, in^edy 
this was really fact, for he treated me with die utmost 
bumanity and compkusanct. I eat and drank &» he 
did, acid did no manner of woik ; mit I perceived hr 
this, he was not inclined to part with me* For which 
reason, I was under a necessity to be more dose and 
artful, than I should have been bad I made such a 
discovery. 

Orders were sent to the three towns under deaan 
Affisrrer*s command, that instead of hunting the wild- 
oa{tle, they should mako proper prefiaraiions Isc hvnl- 
ing the wild boar ; by wluch tb^ meant the Idrsg of 
Merfeughla. Whereupon, ati. haada were instantly 
at work, cleaning and fitting up their arms ; for tbene* ' 
are artificers here, who can ma^e* or mend a spring, 
and do twoity other things to guns as well as laaoes. 
The women employed themselros. in making caps, tO' 
distinguish us in the wars ; these were made of the 
same materials as our mats. The children beat Guinea 
corn in order to carry with us. I made it ray businest 
to put deaan Afferrers and my own gun in order; and 
to cast a considerable quantity of shot or ratiier shigsy 
by making a hole with a round stick in a lamp of day, 
to cast the lead in ; and cutting it afterwards into tittte< 
pieces about half an in<& long, Ibouph they fbeqfoei^ 
buy shot at the seaports, yet thi» w« loade, a» I imagine, 
of the lead which they had proomed fircun the wreeb 
of our ship. 

Ry-Nanno went baek, after be bad given notioa o£ 

the Feraignher arm/s march to daaan Trongfaa^ ia 

order to meet him at vobitch*maB«ert acoording ta 

appointment. Deaan Crindo sent orders that wc 

R 3 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



180 THE ADVBNTURB8 Of 

shoold march, and meet him at the river, "where we 
watered our cattle, in deaan Mumanzack*s country. 
I might have stayed at home, if I had thought proper ; 
but I was resolved at all adventures to go with them, 
though I told deaan Afferrer, I was under some appre- 
hensions of my old master Mevarrow, whom, I con- 
duded, I should see there. But he bid me be under no 
concern on that account, for he would protect me; 
and deaan Mevarrow, he vras well assured, would make 
no .disturbance in the army: However, it happened 
better than 1 expected, for Mevarrow was left Inehind 
sick of the colah ; iRiich, in Guinea, or the West In- 
dies, is called the yaws. It is a cruel distemper, and 
bears a near resemblance to the venereal disease, affects 
the bones and joints with great pain and soreness, breaks 
out all over in blotches and dry scabs, and is mostly in 
the privy parts, and under the arm-pits. However, it 
is not actually that complaint ; for I have known cal- 
dron of three or four years old have it, whose parents* 
never knew by experience what it was. There are but 
fow who escape it once in their lifetime, but then they 
•never have it more. In that respect, it is like the 
small pox, or the itch ; and caught also as they are. 
If a person, who never had it, follow one infected in 
the long grass or bushes, if he lie or sit on the same 
mat, or even eat and drink after the diseased person, 
he Most assuredly catches it. For which reason they 
send their children, when afflicted with it, out to nurse, 
tosudi persons as live alone in remote places; and 
when a man, woman, or a whole fiunily is taken with 
it, they oblige them to go into the woods, and tarrf 
there till they are perfectly recovered ; which is fre- 
quently a whole yeal^ and sometimes two. 

It was good news to ine to hear that deaan Mevarrow 
was left at home infected with this distemper, and that 
deaan Sambo had the command of the people in his 
stead; for I knew, by experience, that he was none of 
my enemy, though he demanded me in his brother's 
name upon his first arrival ; but when deaan Afferrer 
had expostulated the case with him, and told him what 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



ROBXRT DHU&T. 187 

answer he had returned him by the messengers ; when 
he urg^ed, that it was natural for a man to fly for his 
life, who was every day in danger, and treated like a 
brute, had he been a lawful slave, which was not the 
case here, deaan Sambo gave up the argument, and 
laming to me, asked if he had not several times saved 
me ? I readily owned the obligation. Do not be afraid, 
said, he, for I shall not insist on my demand any more f 
but prav come often and see me as a friend. I grate- 
fu% acknowledged all his favours, and particularly 
thanked him for this last signal one, for he coi^fifrmed 
the account I had given of myself before. 

As deaan Crindo had intelligence of the day the 
Feraingher army was to join them, he put himself in a 
posture to receive them with abundance of form and 
ceremony. He was seated under a great tamarind tree, 
with his sons according to their seniority on his right 
hand, and all their people ; on his left were deaan 
Mulrnanzack and his brethren, with all their people. 
The whole assembly formed a line of above a quarter 
of a mile in length. After a short time, the Feraingher ' 
army appeared, and as they advanced, thfey came 
dancing, each vr^th a gun in his left hand, and a lance 
in his right, their shells sounding, and their drums 
beating. At a small distance they fired some pieces by 
way of salutation, which we immediately returned; 
and now the three generals, deaan Trongha, Rer Be- 
faugher, and Rer Mondrosser, went up to deaan Crindo 
and the rest. After the usual salutations, they were all 
seated under the tamarind tree, and ten calabashes of 
toake were sent for by deaan Crindo to entertain them. 
I sat all this time behind deaan Afferrer, with his gun 
in my hand. After mutual assurances of an inviolable 
friendship, the division of the prices of cattle was set- 
tied and adjusted. Deaan Cnndo and his sons were 
to have one third ; deaan Mumanzack and his brethren 
another ; and deaan Trongha and his biother and cou- 
sin the remainder. 

After they had amicably concluded their own affairs, 
and begun to be gay over their toake, says deaan Trongha, 
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you hare got & wbite man aodongst you, I perceire. 
Yes, says deaan Crindo, this is one of those who took 
me and my nephew prisoners, and would have delivered 
us into deaan Tuley-Noco's hands, who was our adver- 
sary. I don't think, says deaan Trongha, they would 
have done you any hiurm ; you must doubtless have 
g^ven them some provocation first. I did them no in- 
jury, replied the other, as I know of, unless maintain- 
ing' them vi^ell was doing them injustice. They were 
inclined, indeed, to go- to Antenosa, and I would ratlpsr 
have detained them to assist me in the wars ; and was 
not this, says deaan Trongha^ a manifest injury, and a 
jii9t protocatiOB^ to keep free men against their wills in 
a country far from th^r native homes. I'll tell you, 
however, a very remarkable transaction of my grand- 
father's with these white men, before he was rightly ac- 
quainted with them. 

An English ship came to our seaport town, which 
th^ caU St. Augustine-bay, in order to buy provisions 
and furnish themselves with water. They did not go 
up to my grandfather's town, but he tliought proper to 
visit thera, and made the captain a voluntary present 
of two oxen; and the captain as voluntanly gave him 
a gun, and some powder and shot, as a compensation. 
The whites built themseivea a house upon the shore, 
for the reception of their sick men. Some few days 
after we had been here, the white men and some of 
ours got in liquor together, and a quarrel t^ioae amongst, 
them. At first, indeed, they only beat one another 
with their fists ; but at leng^ they made i»e of wea- 
pons, and a white roan was killed upon the spot by 
one of ours. The news being carried immediately to 
the ship, the captain came on shore, and after a strict, 
inquiry into the matter, he* laid h<^d of the king whilst 
his people ran to the boat and fetched their aims. My 
father and Rer Vowem instantly placed themselves at 
the head of our people, and would have attacked them, 
but my grandfather prevented them, for he was morally 
assured of being killed by one side or the other, so he 
w^nt contentedly on board their ship. Thm fishermeot 
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were under no apprehensions of danger from the whites 
notwithstanding this disturbance, for they knew them ; 
and, besides, were -mM acquainted with their manners; 
so they went on board, and asked what the captain's 
demands were of the king ? He said satisfaction for 
the loss of his white man. They returned, and in the 
name of the king's two sons, asked what satisfaction he 
requir^ ? The captain insisted on iheir sending him 
the man who killed the Englishman and ten oxen as 
an equivalent. The fishermen had no more wit than 
to deliver their message in the hearing of the murderer ; 
whereupon, he fled directly into the woods, so that 
when tney sent to ^^cvLte him, he was not to be found. 
The fishermen returned to the captain, and assured him 
that they hid made strict^earcn for the criminal, but 
could not find him ; however, if he would be contented 
with a slave or two in his stead, or with twenty oxen, 
they were willing^o give him them. At thb the cap- 
tain was venr ang^, and peremptorily insisted on their 
producing me same man ; for he had murdered his 
man in a most barbarous manner, and unless they found 
him, he would keep their father; but, notwithstanding, 
he would allow them ten days' time to make their hx" 
ther search for him. 

During all that interval, my grandfather's legs were 
loaded with irons, in order to prevent his making his 
escape ; however, he eat and drank with the captain all 
the ten days' time, and was treated in a very courteous 
manner. When the term granted was expired, and the 
captain was fully satisfied they had done all they could 
to find out the murderer, though to no purpose, he took 
the irons off the king's lees, and asked him if he would 
enter into a solemn oath,jBever from that hour to do 
any act of injustice to an Englishman, or suffer any of 
his people to do it, if he could possibly prevent it. To 
which my frither readily consented. When he had 
dined with the captain, theV came on shore together. 
What I says deaan Grind o, do you and your family eat 
with white men? Yes, says deaan Trongha, we Andry 
Voler^ for that is the surname of the family, not only 
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eat out of the same dish, but drink out of the tame cop 
tooy and look upon thedi as a part of our own familj. 
We never attempted to assume ^ny authority over 
them; they come when they please, and go where they 
please with us ; and if any idle fellows do what they 
ought not to do, their captain never hinders their being 
punished. These white men are very advantageous ta 
us, and they would not come amongst ns, if we did 
not treat them with civility ; besides, our grandfather 
has laid us all under a solemn oath, with a curse an- 
nexed to all our posterity, who shall treat an English- 
man with severity ; for, as soon as he and the captaut 
came on shore, the owley was brought out, and ther 
entered into a solemn and perpetdtd friendship, which 
all of us strictly observe,^nd imagine ^t God will 
not prosper us should we bftak it. 

My grandfather hereupon gave the captain twenty 
oxen, which, though he received, he would return an 
equivalent in guns and other thin(^ and had we this 
white man amongst us, we should give him such clothes 
as his countrymen have left who died there. He will 
never wear any of his own country clothes again, says 
deaan Crindo, I belifve. Better you were hanged, 
thought I, though I durst not say so. 

The next day we marched to the borders of Afer- 
faughla, and there encamped. I lay always in deaan 
Afferrer's teot The next morning, however, we shifted 
our quarters and marched a great way into the country 
towards Manner-ronder, a smaU river passing trough 
several small towns, but found the inhabitants had 
abandoned them, and from' the dung of the cattle, 
which was very dry, we judged they had been gone 
about a fortnight ; ibr Woozington was a politic maa^ 
and would leave nothing lor us to subsist on ; neither 
would he weaken his army by fruitless skirmishes and 
unnecessary attempts, but wait till he was fully apprized 
of our strength by his spies, and had collect all the 
force he could to oppose us. A man came to me from 
deaan Trongha, and told me privately that his maitef 
desiiod to speak with m^ to which I answered, 1 mwld 
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wait on hiniy as soon as I could possibly contrive (9 
eoroe without being observed. Accordingly, in about 
two or three days, I found a proper opportunity, and 
told deaan Afferrer I was going to see deaan ^aiiibo. 
You need not ask me leave, said he, but don't go any 
where else ; by which I knew his meaning, and found 
he was jealous of me. However, I returned, and by 
private ways, and in the dark got to deaan Trongha^ 
lent, where was a numerous assembly. He spoke to 
me in English, and asked me how I did? I was obliged 
to answer him in the Madagascar language, for I had 
forgotten I told him my mother tongue. This, and my 
being naked withal, moved his compassion to that de- 
gree, that he spoke as indulgent things to me as ray 
own lather could ; and assuAd me, that if he could find 
any means to take me with him, he would send me 
home in the first ship. Whilst we were talking, Rer 
Be&ugher came in,, who shaking me by the hand, said. 
Brother, how do you do ? I answered very well, but 
could speak no more English, withmit a mixture of ^is 
country language. They informed me that there had 
lately been some English men of war in quest of pi« 
fates; and that they had directed them to St. Mark's, 
and Mattataana, which are situate on the other side 
the island ; and that there was but one white amongst 
Uiem, and be a Dutchman ; uid moreover, that an Eng- 
Urimian had been killed not long since in the wars. 
I told him I was determined, at all adventures, to es- 
cape and follow them, but they s^ th^ would pui^ 
chase me, though they gave six siloes for me. After 
thanks for so courteous a promise* and a mutual agree- 
ment not to take any pubKc notice of each other, I took 
my leave of them and went to deaaft Sambo's tent, who 
also treated me in a very handsome manner. He told 
me he was going to live by himself, and asked me if I 
would come to him? and 4 promised him I would. I 
took my leave and returned to our tent. The next 
morning we held a consultation, in which it was de- 
termimKl to throw the anny into three divisions and 
narch abreast^ but at a ^aarter of a mile distance from 
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one another. We saw nobody all this time, till we 
were near the capital town, and then we perceived their 
spies that obsenred us, but the inhabitants were all fled. 
We passed the river Manner-ronder, and encamped 
upon the plain; we had not been long there berore 
three men called to our people, and desired them to 
acquaint deaan Crindo that acaan Woozington pro- 
posed to pay him. a visit next morning. Now he ivas 
an artful man, and full of stratagems, so they knew he 
would endeavour to surprise or overreach them. Upon 
which, we went hard to work to fortify the camp, whiqh 
was throvm in a circular form. We cut down several 
trees and set up forked limbs ; the spaces were filled 
with great pieces of wood, piled one upon another 
lengthways, at least four (let high, and as they joined 
dose, they made a wall of it. In the next place, we 
dug the ground about a foot deep, and about seven feet 
wide, and threw up the earth against the wooden pile 
to make the wall still stronger ; we left only two nar- 
row entrances. The loose ?mall boughs, with the leaves, 
were throvm carelessly, as it were, without side to hide 
the fortifications, so that it looked like nothing but a 
common method they observed, in order to conceal 
their numbers. When our camp was made secure, 
some few cattle were killed and we all went to supper, 
and then laid us dovm under our tent clothes, for we 
did not set our tents up, neither did we pull off our 
lambers, but lay close under the fortifications, prepared 
for an attack ; the daves that carried the provision were 
planted in the cenft. 

We arose by break'of day, putting our guns through 
little holes which we had left in our wall on purpose, 
and kneeled to ^^i with the more ease, ana to take 
the better aim. We had not been in readiness above 
ten minutes before we saw them coming doMm with 
fury upon us. Whilst we ^ere preparing to receive 
them, another party appeared on the contrary side, and 
proposed to have come upon our backs, but as we were 
m a circle we were all tront. Our shells were imme- 
diately sounded, and oar drums beaten, but we soon 
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ttltered this for another kind of noise. When they came 
within thirty yards of us, they fired briskly, still ap- 
proaching, and having no notion of oar wall, expected 
we should soon retreat from behind the boughs. I ob- 
senred their eyes red with smoking jermaughla, which 
made them more resolute than usual. Of this I shall 
give a pstf ticular description after the account of the 
engagement. Ry-Opneck, with a bod^ of men, attacked 
one of our entrances; he came skipping along, his eyes 
glowed like fire; he had a lance m one himd, and a 
gun in the other; his people ran after him in so fiirious 
a manner, that Trodaughe and his people, who should 
have defended the passage, gave way. We were em- 
ployed on our side, and knew nothing of it till he had 
got within our camp ; at which time one of our chief 
men turning about and seeing Ry-Opheck stabbing our 
men, fired at him, and shot him in the belly. When 
he found himself wounded, he retreated, and fell about 
thirty or forty yards from the place : his people, instead 
of revenging his cause, turned backwara when he did. 
How common men will sometimes mimic a general*s 
behaviour I But when th^ saw him fell, they returned 
to bring off his body, and this brought on a warm en- 
gagement in the open field ; for deaan Afferrer jumped 
over the works, and most of us, who were his people, 
after him, and forced them to retreat. Here one, who 
was distinguished from the rest by his yellow com- 
plexion, and who seemed of superior rank, took ain^ at 
me, but liKkily missing me, I wounded him in the 
thigh and ran up to him. I found his hand was fiill of 
powder, in order to charge again, and he threatened 
me hard, but I snatched his lance from him, and pre- 
vented him from eiUier doing me any farther mischief, 
or hurting any body else. Another such push on the 
contrary side so totally defeated the enemy, that they 
flew for it ; and we pursued them, but not indeed very 
far; because we were unwilling to divide ourselves, 
lest Woozington should have turned and taken the ad^ 
vantage of our confusion, which he certainly would: 
have done, had an opportunity offered. 
s 
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When we returned to our camp, the deaans aR 
assembled at detan Crindo's tent, who took notice of 
each indifidaal man according to his iperit) returning 
them thanks for their courage and conduct. He next 
made inquiry what men were lost on our side, and 
found no more than sixteen killed, and thirteen 
wounded. After that he sent out to number the dead 
bodies of the enemy, and found the total amounted to 
one hundred and seventy-five; among whom were 
sixteen persons of distinction; two of Woozington*s 
younger sons, Metorolahatch and Rer Fnngenzer ; his 
nephews^ Ry-Opheck and Rer Chula; the names of 
the rest I never heard. Deaan Crindo gave orders 
that the bodies of these sixteen great men should be cut 
to pieces and scattered about the field, that their friends 
might not bury them. Two or three days afterwards 
we marched farther into Merfaughkt, plundering and 
spoiling all their plantations. 

As these people are more addicted to smoke jer^ 
maughla than any others, it will be proper to give a 
description of it here. It k a plant that grows about 
five feet high, and bears a small long leaf with a cod, 
which contains about a doeen seeds like hempseed. 
These leaves and seeds are mingled together, and laid 
in the sun for three our four days successively, till they 
are very dry, and so prepared, are fit 1o be smoked. 
Their pipes are made of reeds, or rather small canes. 
Sometimes they make use of a very long shell, which 
answers the end proposed. The quality of it is such 
liiat it makes them drunk; dieir eyes look red and fiery, 
and their looks fierce and savage. It is easy to know 
a man who smokes jermaughla; whAst the ejects last, 
th^ are raqre vigorous and resolute, acting as it were 
like madmen. "[Diose who are too much addicted to it 
are good for nothing but during the time they are 
intoxicated with it. My curiosity led me once to smoke 
a little mvself ; but it made my head so giddy, that I 
was drunk, as it were, for three davs together,, and so 
iiek that I never meddled more with it; 

Our spies were two days before they could discover 
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any cattle. At length, however, they mfbnned us they 
had heard some bellow, whereupon a thousand men 
were detached to fetcb them. They were gone a whole 
week ; they returned, boweTer, with above two thoiJ- 
sand beeves, and two hundred and fifty captives, 
women and children. This great prize made them fond 
of a second expedition ; so, upon a consultation, a new 
camp was formed, and fortified in the same manner as 
Mbre; in vrhich deaan Crindo remained vrith four 
thousand men, vrhilst two thousand went out to plun* 
der ; and on their return two thousand more were to 
go. 

Deaan Afferrer, deaan Sambo, Her Mimebolambo, 
and Rer Befaugher, went out -wiih two thousand men. 
We had three or four for our guides who were perfectly 
well acquainted with the country, and knew where the 
cattle were usually fed. We were two days before we 
came to any of their tracks, and then they were driven 
off, and,*a8 appeared by their marks, quite different 
ways. So our army divided, deaan Sambo and Rer 
Befaugher went northward, and we south-west. We 
inarched in the tracks all day and all the next night, as 
it was moonshine. We found ourselves in the morning 
near the sea,, where they had driven the beasts to the 
margin of the water, that the ebbing and flowing and 
the vrash of the sea might efface their footsteps on the 
sands ; as indeed it did in a great measure : but we 
continued our march all day, till we found out where 
they turned off towards the woods^ The ne«t morning 
our spies came in, and informed us, that they heard a 
cow bellow. We soon came to the plain, where we 
found a hundred at least, but these were not sufficient; 
and therefore^ narrowly observing their footsteps, we 
traced them farther, and found eight or nine hundred 
more. Here were besides two or three hundred sheep, 
which we killed, the best of them we dressed, and left 
the others behind us. However, we were in great want 
of water, for we had none for nearly two days. At length 
one of our scouts discovered a pond, where the cattle 
used to drink, and this, though hot and foul, we eagerly 
s2 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



196 THB ADVBNTURB8 OF 

drank, as we could get no better. Till this time we 
saw no enemies, though we expected them, for we 
could see the cow-herds fly from their cattle, in order, 
no doubt, to alarm their masters. And as some of us 
were taking up this water, as clean as we could, in our 
calabashes, and whilst one in particular was stooping 
down to wash his lamber, a volley of shot was nred 
amongst us before we perceived any body. We looked 
up and saw about eight or ten men, who ran back into 
the wood, which extended along on the other side of the 
water, within three or fourscore yards. We fired at 
them, but they vanished out of sight. None of us were 
hurt, but the man who was washing his lamber; he 
received a shot in his fundament, of which he instantly 
expired. 

Though I had been superstitiously addicted to. 
observe certain fixed characters, or hieroglyphies, when 
they occurred to me in dreams, which was indeed but 
seldom, and used to find they foretold some things to 
m% ; yet I could not but observe a remarkable instance 
which we had here of relying on dreams, and I did not 
fail taking notice of it to deaan Afferrer, and thereupon 
to turn Uieir superstitious devotions to their owfeys 
into ridicule. For seeing me come in a hurry, and 
hearing guns go off, he asked, " What news?" 
" Nothing," said I, " but a man was killed by the order 
of his gods." " How !" says the deaan, " by the order 
of his gods? I do not understand you." " Why," says 
I, " a ma# prayed to his owley last night, and when 
he lay down, bid it not fail to come when he was 
asleep. The demon which attends his owley, accord- 
ing to his desire, came, and told him in a dream, or, 
which is the same thing, he dreamed he told him, that 
he must wash his lamber the next morning. He ^ent 
along with us in obedience to this divine vision, to the . 
watering place, though he had no other business there; 
and m he stooped to wash his lamber, was killed by a 
random shot, which he received in his posteriors from 
some of our fugitive enemies, who fired, ran away, md 
hurt nobody else." I was under no apprehensions of . 
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deaan Afierrer's anger on this piece of railleiy, for per- 
secution on account of difference in religion is not- 
thought of there. 

I remember one instance, whilst I lived with deaan 
Mevarrow, of a piece of bigotry more blind and sense- 
less, if possible, than this. A young man had an 
owl^, the demon of which was called Ry-Leffu. He 
made his addresses one night to hpi, and Ry-Lefiu in 
a dream told him, that his brother must shoot at l^tsu 
Early in the morning he took abore an hour's walk to 
his brother, told his dream, and desired him to perform 
the order of Ry-Leffii. His brother endeavoured to 
dissuade him from it, bnt the otiwr insisted it must be 
done, or wewe woi:dd ensue. ** Well then," said he, 
** I will shoot near you, but take care to mbs you.'*. 
** No,*' said the bigoted idiot, '^it must be executed ac- 
cording to ovder, without the least pteTarication ; for 
I am folly persuaded that the demon will defend me 
from all b^rm.'' At length he prevails on his brother, 
who loads bis piece, and standls about thirty yards 
distant, and fires at Ihs lower parts ; but notwithstanding' 
all his precaution he broke a leg; and then, biaimiBg 
himself for his credulity, and being so easily overruled 
in an action he no ways approved o^ ran with tears in. 
bis eyes to the assistance of the wouncfed ^ot. In shorty, 
with the usual means, together with, some oi the fot of 
a saeriftee, laid on the owley of Ry^Ldfo, tlie wound wasi^ 
healed, but he never recovered the free use of dtat leg. 

We drove our cattle to the sea-side, tlie same way 
we came, by the vecge of the water, and went round 
the bay called St. John's. I took particulav notice of 
it ; there is a ridge of rocks which seemed to extend 
Quite across it, so as to leave no entrance ; but were 
Hi||re a channel wide enough for ships to sail in, ife 
would be a very commodious hasbour, the waters being 
smooth wi^in. Not far from) hence, as I have heard, 
on the coast of Merfoughla, a French ship was cast 
away about two or three years before oitrs, and the 
whole crew destroyed ; but 1^ reason of their inhuman 
S3 
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murder, or the particular drcamstances of it, I ooiUd. 
never learn. They have no canoes, either here or in 
Antemdroea, for which reason the natives can have no 
comnlerce with ships. For they are very treacherous 
to white men of any in the island. Whether their little 
acquaintance with Europeans, gives them a dread of 
them, I cannot say ; but I am sensible they imagine 
that white men are e^ctremely addicted to fighting, and 
not ^tender-hearted as themselves. This received no- 
tion may be a great motive to their destroying them on 
very trivial provocations ; for they are always jealous 
that the white men have some cmel designs upon them. 
So that they are ever on their guard, dieading the a«- . 
dacity and superior skill which the Europeans have over, 
them in point of war. 

As to their mercy. In sndi places wbeie they have 
subdued them, as the French did in Antenosa, they, 
made them all slaves, inverted the whole order of their 
government ; and most of them being illiterate seamen, 
who took upon them to rule, they showed no regard, 
either to morality, civility^r indeed common depency ; 
made no distinction of persons, confounded all order, 
and treated every black as if he were a brute ; and so. 
much inferior to themselves, as not to have the least 
right or title, inttheir opinions, to the common privileges 
of human creatures. So that to kill one of mem was 
flo more than killing a dog, or any other noxious ani- 
mal whatsoever. I do not make this as a general re- 
flection en the French only, though if credit were to be 
S'ven to half that the natives say, they were guilty of 
e most scandalous and execrable actions. Our own 
countrymen (too much addicted to their follies and 
▼ices) are not exempt from the just cause of this scan- 
dal upon white men ; for the conduct of our British ni- 
rates, and others too, who are not willingto be thougnt 
inhuman, has been barbarous to the last degree. And 
in the countries of Antemdroea and Merfiiughla, where 
no stories are told but what are very strange; and as 
they cannot distinguish by experience, that wicked men 
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lire the product of erery land ; and having seen no good 
ones here, every white man is looked upon by them as 
much a monster as a cannibal is by us. 

We returned to our camp with our booty four days 
before Rer Befaugher, who not only got a good prize 
of cattle, but of captives likewise : which they disco- 
rered by the obsenrance of a smoke. Deaan Crindo was 
in pain to be at home, lest deaan Woozington should 
go mto his country and plunder it; but Rer Mundrosser 
and deaan Mussecorro would take their turn to see 
what they could find, and rettlm with slaves as well 
as cattle. We had no enemy all this time come near 
us ; for deaan Trongha stayed in the camp till we re- 
turned. I told deaan Afferrer I would go and pay 
deaan Sambo a visit as before, on purpose to conceal 
my visit to the other. He treated me with the same 
good manners as at first ; but whilst we were in dis- 
course, one of deaan Afierrer's slaves came in and told 
me his master desired to speak vnth me. I durst not 
speak privately to deaan Trongha before him, nor would 
i stay, as he would have hc^ me ; but went directly 
vrith the man, being apprehensive of some ill treatment. 
When I came, he was in a terrible passion, charging 
me with bein^ deceitful ; and asking me, if I intended 
to go away with them t He would take care, however, 
that I should not go out of Antemdroea. I might go 
any where among his own countrymen ; but he would 
not part with me. I perceived he was determined to 
be my master, though he vras a much better than deaan 
Mevarrow ; Tor he never offered to strike, much less to 
kill me. It was fourteen da^s before Rer Mundrosser 
returned ; he brought, likewise, several slaves as well 
as cattle. As soon as the cattle were divided, which 
vngs the next day, the aAny marched back into Antem- 
. droea ; for deaan Crindo would not consent that the 
Feraignharians should go home, till the^ had accon^ 
panied him into his own country, and till he wa& out 
of danger. Our habitation on x ong-gorvo hills lay in 
the way. Dean Trongha, with his brother and eousin, 
came the night before we parted, to take their leave of 
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deasji Affsner; and after some general discourse, h» 
said, if you will part with your white man, I will give 
you three slaves for him. ThoRigh this was a handsome 
price^ yet my master, for so I must call him, made an^ 
snrer, I will not take three times three for Hm. So no 
more was said, and deaan Trongha went his way. The 
next morning before ^y marched, I had the oppoiv 
tunity of seeing one of the Fereignber men ; whereupon 
I desired him to assure his general that I would be 
with them in three or four da^s at farthest ; for I was 
determined to run awa^T and Mlow their tracks at att 
adrentiures. At present, indeed, I was prevented ; be- 
eanse as they were jealous of me, two men were ordered 
nerer to let me go out of their sight, either by night or 
day, till we got home. And for two months afterwardsi, 
I was never suffered to go any where without seracM 
body with me. 

Before I take my farewell of Antenidroea, my readers 
may justly expect an account of such things as I 
thou^t most worthy of observance, and Ts^ieh have 
not hitherto been described ; and whieh^ indeed, are 
but few, consiiftering the great variety of things, which 
a more curious person than myself would have em^ 
ployed himself in inquiring into. But when they con* 
side? how young I was when I first came here^ how I 
passed the prime of my years ia slavery among these 
savf^s, and the little or no hopes I had of ever 
making my escape ; it will not, I presume, be expected, 
that, at this time, I ^lould have known what was worth 
a virtuoso's regard. I shall not, hovirever,%upply these 
deficiencies of mine, as many travellers frequently do» 
with inventions of my own, I could not help knowiog 
such things as were of daily service, and in commoa 
with o&er places ; such as bontnas, pUmtanes, monkiet, 
turtle, and a hundred other thiegs of the like nature ^ 
ef which it would be iflq>ertii3uent to give a particular 
detail. 

There is no good thing to be met vrith^ either on the 
trees, or in the earth, that He within three or four miles 
of the sea; nothing but short prickly wood, that beam 
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no eatable fruit. In the country there is great variety ; 
litaong which is a currant that grows on a tree, not a 
bush, as in £urope, and is very pleasant. Here is a 
very large tree lilLewue that bears a plumb ; which is 
black when ript, and as big as a cherry, with little 
stones like those of grapes. There are thorns too on 
the tree about two inches long. Here is a fruit like a 
aloe, which gprows also on a prickly bush, but is very 
sweet. Another fruit grows on the mosf stately trees, 
that are speckled like a sparrow's egg, and in the same 
shape, which is full of seeds, and Teiy juicy. It is 
looked upon as an infallible cure for fluxes ; the leaf of 
it is like that of a pear-tree. Here is a tree, the leaves 
and tender sprigs whereof will sting like nettles. The 
root of this is of great service when water is scarce^ 
which it often is in many parts of this country ; and as 
this root is spongy, it retains abundance of juice. We 
beat it in a w(M>den mortar (as we beat our Guinea 
com) and express the li(^uor. They make ropes of^e 
bark of this tree. Here is wood in plenty fit for build- 
ing ; as also some cedar and ebony, but none proper to 
make ship masts of. The plains are well ooverea with 
divers kinds of grass, and of various colours; whidi 
grow much taller than any in £ngland. They never 
cut any down for hay, for before the old is dead, thera 
is new springing up under it ; but the old grass is com- 
monly set on fire. Here is also some tobacco, which 
they smoke in reeds, or shells, as they do tiie jeiw 
maughla. 

When I was in deaan Mumanzack's country, I fre- 
quently went fishing ; but they have no canoes, as I 
hinted before, so we only go upK>n the rocks and fish 
with hooks and lines, and not with nets. Night is the 
best time, when it is low water. Then we carry lights 
ymih us, and take the fish out of deep little holes (as 
the negroes say) fast asleep. Here are abundance of 
lobsters and crawfish, which never run away at sight 
of the lights. We have also a sharp oike made for no 
other purpose than to strike fish. Here are eels and 
the sword-fish, and some audi other fish as are commop 
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to countries in the same dimate : but many of a spedea 
I MTer saw elsewhere. Here is one fish as round as 
a turnip, and full of prickles ; which, I suppose, ma^ be 
called the sea hedgehog, but m their language it is 
called sorer-reake. Here is likewise ^eat plenty of 
fine turtle. 

I never knew the country infested by any beasts of 
mey, such as tigers, lions, &c., the wild foxes, wild 
Dosurs, and wfid dogs are the worst we hare in Antern* 
droea. Here is a creature of the species and form of 
the serpent; which is very large. One of which I 
killed, by tearing its huge jaws asunder with my hands ; 
it was no way renomous, nor did I ever know of % 
•npeni which killed or hurt any man by its venom. 
Several of them have been bitten 1^ them, and no wor89 
hun has accrued, than is customary from the bite <^ 
any beast. 

While I was in Yong<^orvo, our employmeot as well 
as diversion was pinoipally hunting wild cattle; and 
here I observed the people call th^ cattle, Hattoy'f 
cattle, or Anomebay Rer Hattoy, The tradition they 
have of their original, is, that they belonged to a great 
man named Hs^tor; and he Ming very avaricious 
would kiU none of them, but let them multiply and run 
a^out wherever they would. He lived in the desert, 
but his family and people, after his decease, lived with 
a king of an inland dominion, called Untomaroche« 
and m most of their cattle behind them. Others sav, 
that Rer Hattoy and most of his people were killed ; 
and that the other cattle being better approved of, his 
were neglected, and strolling about in tne forests, they 
multiplied without interruption. But this no way ao* 
oounts for the manner in which they came into the 
iaiand. This Hattoy, as all allow, was a native; so that 
I idn apt to believe these were the original cattle of tho 
eoiJiitry, and the tame beeves were imported ; for therei 
are the same cattle with humps on their backs, on the 
ouesi oi Natal, and Dilligoe in Africa. These were 
preferred to the o&ers, and bred up whilst the Hattoy'a 
wei8 oeglwted. And what confirms me in ^^is notion 
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IS, here are two sorts of people, as if they were two dis* 
tinct species of mankina ; of which I shall have o<!ea^ 
sion to give a full account in a more proper place. 

When deaan Afferrer had kept strict watch over mef 
fcr abont two months, and thought the track of the Fe- 
raingher army was impossible to be found, as the grass 
was grown up again, he took me with him hunting 
these Hattoy's cattle again. We had very good diver- 
sion, had not the conclusion proved tragical ; for we 
killed five cows, and had thoughts of departttig : but a 
boll ran off with a hmce in his side, and we, being loth 
to lose it, pursued him, and stuck two or three more in 
his belly. When his woundis smarted, hie grew enraged 
and turned upon us. One man more bold than the 
rest threw another lance, and hit him on the back. 
Upon whic'h he ran directly at the man ; we hallooed to 
frighten him off, but he pursued his adversary; and 
when he had overtaken nim, he tossed h\t& several 
yards above his head. The ground where he fell was 
stony, amd we were afraid of throwing Tances lest we 
should hit the man, who was all this time endeavouving 
to rise; but the buU pudied htm down, as often as he 
made the attempt, and gored Mm to tiiat degree with 
bis hoims, that he soon died. When we perceived the 
man vras past all recovery, we threw more lances at the 
bull, tilf he fell down like a log. I ha^ known them 
fight so long, that they have been absolutely dead be- 
fore they fell ; for diey will foL thehr feet so wide, and 
die standing so firmly, that we have been obUged to pull 
them down by ^e tail. They were forced to dress the 
meat this evening, because of going home next day 
with the corpse of their neighbour. When we had roast- 
ed the bee^ and mtde an end of our supper, we made 
up our enters for the next morning, for my part, I 

rcked up as much as I could conveniently carry; for 
was determined ta go away this very night. I laid 
down, indeed, when the rest did, but could not sleep 
much, it may be supposed, for thinking of the hazard- 
ous journey I was about to undertake. Eveiy one 
else slept soundly enough, as they were tired, and their 
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bellies were full; so about midnight I took up my bur- 
den, and away I marched, directing my course to the 
northward, not without recommending myself to the 
good providence of God to be my conductor. 

The instructions I received from Ry-Nanno, and 
which on inquiry I found from others, was to go to 
the southwaid, till I came to Vohitch Futey ; and to 
leave it on my right hand, directing my course between 
the north and west, till I got to Uie great river Oneg- 
haloyhe, which foe» to St. Augustine's bay ; then to 
keep along the nver till I saw highland running along 
the westernmost narts of the forest : and then when I 
had passed over tne river, to ^o away to the westward. 

I walked very briskly all night, and at break of day 
I saw the white mountains very near. By this I per- 
ceived I had made a great progress, and therefore would 
not conceal myself as at first I proposed ; but proceeded 
on my journey, looking sharply about me, tninking it 
morally impossible for them to overtake and find me, 
should they have attempted it. I went, therefore, mer- 
rily on, singing Madagascar songs ; for I had forgotten 
all my English ones. The bellowing of the wild cattl^ 
would now and then make me start; imagining they 
were mv pursuers. When I came to a pleasant brook, 
I baited tnere ; and at sunset I looked out for a covert 
in a thicket to lie in ; but I could not find one near at 
hand. So I was contented to repose myself in the open 
plain, palling up a sufficient quantity of grass for a oed 
and a pillow, and making a small fire to warm my beef. 
I did not think proper to make a great one, for fear of 
its being discerned at a dbtance; for in the afternoon 
I observed some fires to the eastward of the mountain. 
I was disturbed in my sleep by nightrwalkers, whom I 
imagined were my pursuers ; and accordingly I took 
up mv lances in order to defend myself; but when I 
was thoroughly awake, I found thev were only some of 
Hattcy's cattle, that snorted at dk smell of my fire, . 
and ran away, much more afraid of me than I was of 
them. 

The second day in the morning, I stayed till the sun 
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appeared before I moTed forward, that I might not be 
deceived in my course; for being abreast of Vohitch 
Fiitey, I walked more easily ; and though I was under 
no apprehensions of being orertaken by deaan Affer- 
rer's people, yet as there might be others in the forest a 
hunting of 1)eeves, I was very circumspect. Nothing 
remarluible happened this day. I looked out early this 
evening for a lodging, the clouds gathering very black, 
and soon found a large thick tree, where I made me a 
fire, warmed me some meat, and hung up the remainder, 
to keep it as dry as I could; for I ha^ nothing^ else that- 
could be prejudiced by the rain. At length, it poured 
down as I expected, in a violent manner, attended with 
thunder and lightning; it soon penetrated my roof: 
however, I crowded myself up together, with my head 
on my knees, my hands betwixt my legs, and my httle 
lamber over my ears. The rain ran down like a flood, 
but as it was warm I did not so much regard it ; in 
three or four hours it was foir weather again, and I laid 
me down and took a comfortable nap. 

The next morning I dried my beer at a fire, which I 
made for that purpose, for it was the third day after il 
was killed ; but I was very carefiil of it, not knowing 
how to kill more at that time : so I put it up in clean . 
grass and marched forward. The mountains over 
which I vras to pass seemed very high, craggy, and 
thick with wood, and no path or opening could I find. 
It look^ dismal enough, but I was determined to run 
all hazards. Those mountains seemed to me to traverse 
the island, and appeared, as we call it at sea, like 
double land ; one hill behind another. I saw nothing 
all this day but a few wild cattle, and now and then a 
wild dog ; the weather was fair, and T slept soundly all 
this night. 

The fourth day I walked till noon, at which time I 
biuted ; my beef was now but very indifferent. In the 
afternoon as I was walking I saw about a dozen men 
before me ; upon this I sculked in a bush, peeping to 
observe whetner they had discovered me ; but I was 
soon out of my pain, for they were surrounding some 

T 
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cattle ft good i^ to the w^st^pwd ott a hill. I itrtb 
likewise on another hiU, so that I eotdd see them thro^ 
their kmees and kill th«ee heeves, trhich I was ^rell 
assured were more than they ^ould carry away with 
them at oncei I stayed where I was, proposing wheh 
they were gone to have some hee^ To work they fefi 
immediately, cntting ap the beasts^ aild eaeh man mak^ 
ing up hts harden, hanging the remainder np in » tree 
tlml tiie Wild dogS' might not get it, and went home to 
the eastward. As soon as th^ wei^ gone, and I had 
looked well about me, I i^¥te^ awa^ my had meat^ 
teade up to the tree, and took as^ mueh ad I conld weH 
carry. Away I marched with my booty towards th* 
mountams, not daring to rest lest tiiey shoidd return 
and discover me. £i les^ than an hour I reached the 
ibot of the hiUs in ^e thick Woods, and finding nO 
path or track of men, or any hopes of any, not know* 
mg what to do, I determined to go through all ; but as 
I happened on a run of water, I took up my quarters 
near it, made me a fire, cut me some wooden spits, and 
]*oasted my beef; I kept my fire burning all night lest 
Hhe foxes should come and attack me. 

The next momii^g I made up my enter with grass, 
binding it with the bark of trees, and moved forward 
up the hill. My burden was now much lighter. In an 
hour, though I could find no path but what some swine 
had made, I got to the top of it. I perceived here were 
fiiungidge and vetlaway enou^, with which I was^ 
very well pleased, though I md not at present much 
want them. I climbed a high tree to ^ke a survey, but 
could discover no entrance : nothing but hills and vales 
one beyond ano1})er ; a cragged dismal desert was all 
that presented itself to my view. I would have de- 
scended had I not been in danger of being seen by the 
hunters ; besides I could not tell which way to look, 
whether east or vrest, for the passage ; so setting a lance 
up on end, I turned the way it fell, though I imagined 
it was due north, or rather somewhat to the eastward. 
However, superstition prevailed where reason was no 
way concerned, for I was as likely to be right one vray 
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long as I kDow it, I must go as often as I could to the 
westward ; as sailors are forced to do, run th^ir lati* 
tude first aild their longitude afterwards^ I went down 
this hill and up another, which was about an hour's 
walk ; hut when I came to descend this, it was right up 
and down. Without due thought I Uirew down my 
lanees, hatchet, and burden, thinking to descend hy a 
Tery tsdl tree, whose top branches reached close to the 
brow, but I could not oo it. However, I made ropes of 
tlie bark of a tree, and fnung them to the strongest 
branches, I slid down, I dare say, no kes than thirty 
{set rather than I would lose my lances and other v*r 
terials* I passed over a fine spring and run of water 
in the vale. Though the hiU on the other side was a 
craggy steep rock, J found a way to ascend it ; and on 
the top climbed another tree to talw my view, but had 
the same dismal prospect* Here I dug faungidge, it 
being sunset, and seeing a hole in a large rock I had 
thought to take up my lodging there ; but peeping in, 
on a sudden I heard such an outcry, which, with the 
echo in the r4i&k, made so confused a noise, that I knew 
sot what it could be. My fears prevailed, and I ima^ 
gined it might be pursuers, for it drew nearer and nearer ; 
so setting my back to a tree^ with a lanee in each hand, { 
waited for the murderers; when instantly came squeakt 
ing toward me a herd of wild swine, who ran away 
more terrified than mysfif. Alter I was weH recovered 
from my frig^, I Kade^tvre iires for fear of the foxes, 
and then laul me down on «y sUmy bed, for here was 
no grass. 

The iiext morning, which was the sixth day, I made 
a hearty meal on iiungidge and beef, and the hill ex-^ 
tending north and south, I went straight on till it 
decUn^ gradually into a valley, in which was a small 
river that ran westward ; I am apt to think it was the 
head of Manner^ronder, where we fought deaan Wqpa« 
ington. By the time I arrived at the top of the 
next hill, it drew towards evening, for I was not much 
lete ^lan two hours ascending it ; and yet, omisidenng 
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my burden, though it W9S not very heavy now, I went 
a very good pace. As I was looking out for a com- 
modious lodgmg, that is to say, a place with the fairest 
stones in it, I uncovered a swarm of bees ; this was a 
joyful sight, for it was food that would not spoil with 
keeping. I soon cut down a Tounturk to secure the 
honey in, and smoked them out. 

I made such a hearty meal this night of honey, 
faungidge, and beef, that I slept too soundly ; insomuch 
that I was waked with a severe mortification for mj 
thoughtless security. A fox caught hold of my heel, 
and would have dragged me along; whereupon I 
startled, and catching up a firebrand gave him such a 
blow as staggered him ; but as soon as he recovered he 
flew at my face. By this time I was upon my feet and * 
recovered one of my lances, with which I prevented 
him from ever assaulting me more, but his hideous 
howling brought more al^ut him. I saw three whose 
eyes sparkled like diamonds, however they kept at a 
distance ; for with some dr^ light wood that lay near 
me I made a blaze directly, m order to keep a flame all 
night, but did not wake to renew it as I <^ght to have 
done : so that both my fires being almost reduced to 
ashes, one of^them boldly ventured between them, and 
it was very happy for me that he did not seize upon my 
throat; for when men have negligently slept where 
they haunt, I have knovm them meet with such a mis- 
chance. After I had made up my fires, and put my 
enemies to flight, I examined my btel and found two 
great holes on each side, where his teeth had entered ; 
1 bound it up with a piece of my lamber in the best 
manner I could;. and making a great fire, threw the 
fox upon it by way of resentment. I had not that plea- 
sure m eating my breakfost this morning as I had in my 
last night's supper ; besides, my beef was now a little 
too tender ; however, as I had honey enough for a week 
and here was faungidge in plenty, I did not concern 
myself much about it. 

I walked on this seventh day ; and though I favoured 
my lame foot as much as I could, yet I rested but once 
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all clay. This iway happened to be plain and easy. At 
evening I came to a place where lay several bodies of 
trees which were dead and dry. Tlainking this, there- 
fore, a proper lodging, J made four very large fires, sat 
me down to supper, and afterwards venturS to go to 
sleep with all those fires around me* But my heel now 
grew so very painful, and was swelled to that degree^ 
that I oQuld not go forward the next day ; but as theie 
was iaungidge enough within twenty or thirty yards <^ 
me, 1 dug up several, and determined to continue here 
tUl my foot grew better. My beef was soon gone, but 
^ttngklge was both meat and drink to me. I saved 
part of my beef-&t to dress my he^ with ; whieh, as I 
gave it six days' rest, took»down aU the swelling, Du^ 
«nng this time I made such large fires every night, thaft 
pould they have been seen, were like those of an army. 
I bad not lar to go for wood or any thing else that I 
wanted, or at least that I ^M f^oy way expect in su<^ 
a place. 

Afler these six days^ rest, it being the fourteenth since 
I left deaan Afierrer, I wenjt forward, and tl^t ds^y 
passed over ^ree very high mountauns. By this time my 
A<niey was all gone, and I oould find no more ; ^ that 
I lived altogether upon faui?^i<j^e. 

The fiAeenth day I walked very smartly again, and 
passed over sever^ hills that were very rough, craggy^ 
and tiresome. I took particular care however to get 
dry wood enough, for I never ventured to s^p witho 
out four ises. 

The sixteenth day I had not travelled above three 
hours, before J perceived the earth to be of another 
colour ; it was chalk then, and now clay. This excited 
my curiosity, to climb the first higtt tree I could meet 
with, from whence X discovered an opening to the 
northward, with which I was highly delighted, but it 
was too W for me to reach that night, so I took up 
my lodging as before. This night I was disturbed by 
a herd of wild swine. 

The seventeenth day I walked very hard, being very 
desirous to get through this wilderness, which stiU 
t3 
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abounded with hills. About noon I reached the cmen 
country, where I could look about me with some plea- 
sure and walk upon level ^und. I was now like 
one just delivered from a prison, having been twelve 
days in this mountainous desert. I was actuaUy 
travelling near six days, and I imagine I did not walk 
less than twenty miles a day ; it might have been passed 
indeed in three days, had I been so fortunate as to 
have found out the path. 

I had not been long in the plain before I came to a 
little wood, where I took up my lodging, be<»use here 
was firing and fstiingidge m plenty, vmich I was very 
glad to see, having been under some melancholy 
apprehensions of wanting provision in the plains ; but 
I had soon a still greater hope of being better supplied,* 
for in the night I was waked by the roaring of a bull, 
by which I was very well assured it was the great 
northern forest of wikl cattle^ which Ry-Nanno had 
informed me of. 

The neict day, which was the eighteenth, I saw 
several herds of Hattoy's cattle ; and perceived there 
were more here than in the southern forest. I looked 
wishfully about to discover some hunters if I couki^ 
or to observe if any crows hovered about any particular 
place, for then I might reasonably expect some beast 
that had been wounded was fallen there. In the 
afternoon I came to a river, which was both deep and 
large. As I was searching for a proper place to wade 
through or swim over, I spied a large alligatbr ; I 
still vralked upon the banks, and in a short time saw 
three more. This was a mortifying stroke and almost 
dispirited me. I went on till I came to a shallower 
place, where I entfted the river about ten yards, vrith 
a view to swim over the rest in four or five minutes, 
but seeing an alligator make towards me, I ran badi 
directly ; ne pursued me till I |;ot into very shallow 
water, and then he turned back mto the deep, for they 
will never attack a man near the shore. It nettled me 
to be stopped by a river that was scarcely a hundred 
yards over. A length I recollected that at Bengal 
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there are the largest alligators in the world, atd so 
bold that they will take a man out of a shallow boat, 
insomuch that whenever we came off from the shore 
in the night we made one small fire at the head, and 
another at the stem of the boat, which no alligator 
would ever come near. Distress puts a man*s inven- 
tion upon the rack; something, thought I, like this 
must be done, for i^ was to no purpose to stay here, 
neither could I go ba«k ; so making choice of a stidc 
for a firebrand, I cut it into long splinters, and waited 
till it grew dark, then, after I had Dound my two fire- 
sticks to the top of one of my lances, I went into the 
water, and recommendup myself to the care of Pro- 
vidence, I turned upon i^ baiky and swam over with 
my two lances and hatchet in one hand, and my fire- 
brand burning in the other ; my lamber being twisted 
and tied fiist i3>out my lancesw 

The place where 1 pitched upon to swim over had 
a gap through the thicket on each side one against 
another, which made it look like a common passage 
either for men or cattle. No sooner was I land^, 
than I heard some wild cattle grazing ; whereupon I 
extinguished my fire immediately, and washed myself 
as silently as possible, that they should not smell me. 
I stood some time close under the cover of a thick 
bush in thepassage expecting that they would come 
to drink. The wind, as it luckily fell out, was with 
them, so that thev could not scent me, though thev 
often snorted for that purple. I stood prepared witli 
my lance, and did not wait long before a numerous 
herd came running through the passage to the river, 
and as they passed by, I pushed my lanc^with all the 
force I was able into above forty of them, and used my 
utmost endeavours to wound them in the belly. They 
ran roaring away, fighting, and goiine one another, 
to revenge as it were the blows thev felt, for they ex* 
pected no other enemies than what were amongst 
themselves. I thought I had struck a sufficient numli^r, 
and hoped some of their wounds would prove mortal ; 
however, I would not run any hazard by night, and 
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tberefitfe sat down contented without roast meat, and 
3ecured myself from their attacks in a thick wood. 
The next morning I went to see what success I had 
met with, and I found one bull and three cows dead 
upon the sand ; I soon cut up the youngest and fattest 
and carried it to my quarters, near which I made an 
oven to bake it IDiis is a common practice, though I 
never described it before; however it is made after 
the following manner : a hole is*du^ about five feet 
in length, two over, and about three in depth ; this is 
filled, with wood, which is then kindled ; on the top 
of the fire I put about a dozen large stones, eacn 
we^hiog about a pound. Whilst the fire was burning 
I cut. off the bark {ron^ irm, called the succore, and 
took the outer part away, and the inner being pliant 
and lying flat it served for the cover of my oven. 
When the fire was burnt to ashes, I laid three or four 
green sticks across, that my beef might rest upon them ; 
Uie stones h^^g red-hot, I placed them alv>ut the 
bottom and sides ; I laid likewise more sticks over the 
top, and then the bark covered all close with the earth* 
This is our method of baking meat in the forests. { 
broiled some for my breakfast, aud then went out to 
see what farther execution I had done, and found sin 
^ore beeves lying dead upon the plain : however I had 
enough here. When I returned, my beef was as weU 
baked as it would have been at any baker's in London. 
When it was col^i I made it up into an enter, but 
went np farther this day. 

, The next morning I went forward well pleased with 
my load: though I discovered some smoke to thj^ 
eastward, yet I saw no people, but pia^iy herds pf 
wild caiUe ;*as there were several littl^ woods in this 
plain, i never wanted either a covert for a lodging, or 
grass to mak? me a tolerably soft bed to lie on. The 
country was pleasant euov^K and traveUipg was so 
fasy, that I determined i^ it should be my. misfortune 
to meet with as oada master as Mevarrow, a,nd there 
were nf) hopes p.f gelpting to Boji^and, that I would run 
away and live by my;^elf in th,i^ forest. 
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The twenty-first day in the morning I saw several 
wild dogs engaged with, and pulting down a bull 
that had been wounded as* I imagined some time 
before, for I never knew the dogs attack them unless 
they were. It was no business of mine to interrupt 
them, and if it were, it would have been a very dan- 
gerous thing to make the attempt, for though they do 
not seek to assault a man, yet upon provocation they 
have been known to destroy several. This night was 
the first time I ever felt mosquitoes in the island ; 
for, lying in the evening in a covert near a run of water, 
they stung me to that degree, that I was forced to 



shift my quarters, and as it was moonliffht I got up 
and walked three or four miler farther to the top of a 
hill, where I slept without molestation. I had no 
occasion to light more than one fire, for there was no 
great danger of wild beasts here. 

On the twenty-second day I discovered a/og in one 
long canal that ran from east to west, which as it 
continued all the day long, and at a vast distance, I 
conceived it to hang over me great river Onehagloyhe, 
that runs into Augustine>bay. This put new life into 
me, to think I drew near to a« seaport ; I saw twa 
men that day laden with beef, and would have spoken 
to them, but they dropped their enters and ran front 
me, though I called and laid down mine, and went 
towards them. As soon as they imagined I was gone^ 
I saw them return and take their beef up again. 

On the twenty-third day in the mommg the fog ap- 
peared again, but much nearer. I walked as hariif as 
I well could, being depirous to get to the river : it was 
afternoon, however, before I reached within a mile of 
it, and then the bushes and thorny small wood were 
80 thick that it was with great 'difficulty, and many 
severe scratches, that I got to the river side. When I 
saw the liver so very broad I vras surprised, for at least 
it was twice as broad as the Thames at London. I had 
been informed that a man inight wade over it near the> 
head, but that they always made use of canoes to 
I *ansport themselves over other parts, which way they 
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got them I cannot sa^^ for my own part I bad no svch 
help. I made my nre, went to supper, and then re- 
posed myself to rest, or- rather to study which way I 
should get over. In the morning I determined to look 
out for t^ome <M trees or branches that were fallen, 
and in a short time I met with several that were fit for 
my purpose, not oply great ^rms bul trunks of trees 
broken off by tempests, the^e I dragged down to the 
river-side. In the next place I made it my business 
to find out a creeper, whidi is as large as a withy, but 
twining round trees is v&^y pliaat. I lopped the 
superfluous branches off of six long 4|id thick arms of 
the trees, and placing three at bottop and three at 
top, I bound them together, making what we call in 
the East Indies, a catamarao. I built it afloat in 
the water, for otherwise I coidd not have launched 
it ; and moored it to a lance which I stupk in the shore 
ibr that purpose; I then fix/ed my en^r in. order to 
preserve it as dry as I poosibly pould, as al^o my 
oatchet and my oUier lance, aflter that I made a paid die 
to row with> then I pulled Mp my Um^ "itnd ^ept it in 
my hand to defend myself against Uie alligators, in 
case any of them should assault me, for J was informed 
they were very numerous and very fierce here. It 
Mowed a fi-esh gale atjvest against the s^eam, which 
in the middle made a sisa, and gave pie no small 
poncem ; for I was in great danger of being overset 
and becoming a prey to the alliga;tor9. It pleased 
God, however, to Jprotect me, and I landed safely on 
the^other shore. This being a pretty good day's work, 
I determined not to go much.fiirther that evening 
before I took up my losing. 

On the twenty-fourth day, though I travelled a great 
way, yet nothing material ofiered ; I saw indeed a few 
wild cattle, but not near the number that was on the 
other side of the river, and those too were somewhat 
shyer, by which I concluded it to be an inhabited 
country. 

On the twenty-fifth day my burden grew lighter and 
began to smell, but I did not concern myself much 
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flboot tbttt^ since I readiY^ to speak to die first people 
I ooQld see ; for I remembered, that deaan Trongha 
had told me that his town lay by the north side of Siis 
river. I forded ovet a brook which runs intoi^e ^eat 
river. The county is very pleasant, and nere ai« 
abundance of palmettoe trees, which they call satfer- 
futey. They bear a long leaf like a cocoa-nut tree; 
biit the fruit is quite of another nature : of these leaves 
the people liiake baskets, caps, &c. I saw no wild 
cattle alt this day. 

On the twenty-sixt!i day, though I walked very 
hard again, yet I baited in the heat of the day, 
and hi the ifftemoon, making the best of my way, I 
espied a smoke; and being determined to speak to 
tiiose who mtule it I mended my pace, lest they should 
be passengers only that baited as I did*, and would be 
gone ; but I soon heard the tongues of several children, 
who ran into the woods as soon as they saw me. 
Upon which, immediately three men, armed with guns 
snd lances, started out. I looked behind me for a 
commodious shelter, not knowing what to think of 
them, and retreated a little; which they perceiving, 
left Uieir guns behind, them, and came towards me. 
Upon that i went to meet them, and, at a distance, 
desired to know what king they belonged to. They 
answered deaan Mernaugha, and as a farther testimony, 
perceiving that I was a white man, they spoke two or 
three words in broken English; and after that we 
shook hands, and saluted each other with the usual 
compliment, salamonger. They invited me to go with 
them to their habitati^s, where we sat down, and I 
gave them a short detail of my travels. They said they 
bad heard of me, and having some susers in the pot 
just boiled, th^ desired me to* ekt witii them. After 
which, I asked them seteval ipestions relating to their 
trade, their ^ar, and pence; and one of die most 
experienced of thA gave me tlie fbllowing melancholy 
account of it. 

Our late king, Rer Vovrem, said he, killed hiuLselt 
with grief at an irruption which Rer Trimmenongarevo 
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made whfa nine tbonsand men, and took bis two daugli- 
ters captives. Our prince pursued him with seyen 
^thousand, but the enemy, by a stratagem, got privately 
into Feic|ngher, and plundered it ; aeaan Woozington 
at the same time attacked the southern parts, having 
made canoes and passed the great river; the other 
passages being first stopped. He took also a great 
many people, but deaan Trongha, and his brother Rer 
Befaugher, vrho stayed at home yrith two thousand 
men, disconcerted his measures and prevented his car- 
rying off the captives ; which so enraged Woozington, 
who was a man of a barbarous disposition, that he 
slew a great many women and children, ^r Trimme- 
oongarevo took a contrary method, for he sent messen- 
gers -with friendly invitations to the people to come 
and^ live in his country and be his subjects, and with 
repeated assurances, that he would restore to them 
their .wives and children; which promise he punctually 
perfortned, and still continues so to do ; so that some 
nundreds are gone away : and he still so embarrasses 
us, who are unwilling to leave our native country, 
that many of us are obliged to fly into these forests 
and secret recesses in order to be safe, contenting our- 
selves, as you see, with what the country naturally 
affords us ; for we dare neither plant nor keep cattle, 
lest we should be surprised. We have anotlier petty 
prince in the mountains, who takes this opportunity to 
- make incursions, and helps to impoverish us, so that 
we have enemies all around us ; and those who remain 
m towns are almost famished. For we have no friends 
but white men, and there has oot been a ship come 
4his way a long time ; and should they be apprized of 
our poverty uey would conie no more. Inus thia^ 
kingoom, which was lately the glory of the island, is' 
now almost reduced to nothing. 

This melancholy tale so shocked me, that I sat mute 
and as fixed as a statue, till the iftan perceiving my 
concern, roused me by asking me my name ; and if I 
had not thoughts of going to the king before I went to 
deaan Trongha, as, they said, was my duty ; but I told 
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them I was a freeman, and would act as I had already 
told them ; so they gave me a mat, and I lay down 
ruminating on the hard fortune that attended me ; but 
as Providence htd taken care of me hitherto, 4 did not 
question but in due time my deliverance would be 
accomplished; and with this resignation I laid me 
down to rest. 

These men were very courteous to me, and pressed 
me to stay two or three days with them ; but I only 
breakfasted there, giving them some of my beef, which 
they accepted, Uiough it was far from being good. 
When they found I was detennined to go, they made 
me a present of a parcel of roasted susers to carry with 
me, and accompanied me as far as the path, and showed 
me how to find these susers, which till then I had 
never seen; they grow like wild yams, which were 
their principal diet. This was the twenty-seventh 
day of my travels, and turning out of the path into the 
wood, I hunted about for such an inn as had served 
me many a night before ; which I soon found, made 
a fire, and after supper slept very contentedly. 

The next morning I met with four men, who in- 
formed me, that though I could not reach deaan 
Trongha's town, yet I might Rer Befaugher's, and he 
would send a man to direct me. My way lay over a 
high hill, from whence I saw the sea, and the road 
where the ships used to lie in Augustine-bay ; on the 
other hand was the great river, and the country very 
feasant along its banks. When I came to the bottom, 
some boys w& were tending their cattle ran- up to me, 
for they are not afraid of white men, and one of them 
very courteously offered to show me the way to the 
town. 

On my arrival, the people stared to see a white man 
without clothes ; some said, a ship was arrived ; but 
most said, I could not come from a ship naked, and 
without a hat. When I came near Rer Befaugher's 
house, 1 perceived he looked earnestly at me, not 
knowing me at first; but, when I came nearer, be 
arose from his seat, clapped his hand to his mouth and 

V 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



SIS THB ADYENTUBES OF 

eried, '* Ahl Ryi-Roliiii, how cajne you here ?*' Hod I 
been his broter, he could not have embraced me with 
more affection. As soon as I was sealed^ several came 
about me ; some who knew me in thi army asked me, 
who were with me ? And when I answered, nobody, 
they wondered how I conM find the way b^ myself; 
but when I informed them how I lost my way, and 
came throagh the mountainous wilderness, and what 
stratagems I made use of to pass the rivers, they were 
perfectly astonished. 

Rer Befaug^r took me into his house, and made me 
sup -with him ; he had roast beel^ and his wife brought 
milk on purpose for me. I asked about the state of 
the country, and he^ve much the same account I had 
heard before; with this addition, that he expected 
every day that Rer Trimmenongarevo would come, 
and ravage the whole country, for they were altogether 
incapable of making any resistance; those, however, 
who were the pillars of the land, were determined to 
stand till they were cut down by death, and not to fly. 
For indeed, said he, we have nowhere to go but into 
the sea, and we have no notion of living there as you 
white men have. 

When we had supped, and talked till I was sleepy, 
he sent a man with me to a bouse prepared for my 
reception. The next morning I begged the favour of 
him to send a man to direct me in the right road to 
deaan Trongha's; but he would go himself. I told 
him that it was toe great a condescension, and to^ 
much beneadi his dignity, to attend a slave as I was. 
He answered, that he never looked on white men a« 
slaves, and that he had waited on sevfcal. And Rer 
Vovvern, as well as he, had clothed and maintained 
some who did not deserve it, but they did it for the 
sake of others ; for, says he, here have been some very 
qnarrelsoBK people who come ashore, and never go 
aboard again, and behB;re themselves shamefully ill. 
I asked him what thc^ trafficked for here. He said, 
for nothing but provision, for which they gave tfiera 
gold and silver in exdiange, and sometimes pieces of 
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9^ ; and when they tsati away, no one, nay, they t)ieni4> 
selves don't know to what country they are going : for 
'they are wicked, careless wretches, and their whole 
business is to plunder other ships. I told him, they 
were to blame either to assist them, or sell th^n any 
provisions ; and that the government of England was 
at a prodigious expense to fit out ships on purpose to 
•destroy them, for they spoil the merchants' trade, and 
were a disgrace to their country. The English, for the 
g«neraliiy, said he, were rery good people, and by the 
4rade which they drove with fiiem, were of singular 
service to their country. That he bad been on board 
*^vers. ships, and had met with several captains, who 
were very honest men, for they used to receive him in 
the most courteous manneir, and entertain hhn with 
wifte, punch, and iHrandy ; and sometimes anodier sort 
of liquor that was very bitter, what the name of it was 
4ie co!!^ not tell, but th^ loved it themselves. I told 
^ivn It VTas beer. He said, yes; bat he could never 
4^ink it with any pleasure. Thus we went chatting 
«l^ng to deaan Trongha's, which was about two hours* 
walk. When we arrived the people flocked found me» 
some saying a samb-tuley ; that is to say^ a ship wa» 
arrived, but others said no, for men seldom come naked 
^m a shin. 

When I came before 4eaan Trongha, I pereeived ht 
<Hd not recollect me, I offered to kneel and lick his 
feet, but he would not permit ; ^ying, be he who he 
may, he is a white man, and they shall neverlick bladt 
men's feet. At len^h, his brother informed him who 
I was : no sooner had he heard it than he rose up, and 
embraced me with abundance of joy and friendship. 
When we had been seated some time, and I had given 
them an account of my travels, he told me, I was still 
a very unfortunate man ; for they were in a very poor 
state and condition, and I should be miserably mis^ 
taken, if I expected to live happy there. I told him, 
it could not well be worse than it had been with me 
all along, and I was determined to live with him all 
my life long, if he pleased to ad^it me into his service, 
'J 2 
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unless he would be so indulgent to me as to send mr 
home when a ship came. He toki me^ I should fare 
as he did himself; for he looked on it as his duty to 
relieye a white man. in distress, for the fiivours he and 
his family had received from my countrymen. In 
short, he received me with such tokens of friendship, 
and treated me with so much tenderness, that my own 
father could not have shown me more compassion. 
He lamented very much the deplorable circumstances 
to which his country was reduced, and was extremely 
afraid lest the white men should know it; for theu, 
said he, they would never come to trade with us any 
more, nor give me an oppportunity of sending you to 
your native home. 

When I had eaten and drunk with him, he took his 
leave of his brother, being obliged to guard the slaves 
who were at work in the plantations, lest they should 
be surprised and taken by small parties of their northern 
enemy, who lay in ambuscade, in order to sally out, 
and carry oif what they could steal on a sudden, and 
so run away again. When we were a little way out 
of town, we came to a spacious thicket of wild canes, 
reeds, and rushes ; in the midst of which were the 
plantations, bounded on the other side with the great 
river Oneghaloyhe. Here were plantains, bonanoesy 
sugar-canes, and rice, with all these the southern coun- 
try from whence I came were wholly unacquainted ; 
but here were likewise several things which 1 had seen 
before, as anbotty, anchoroko, &c. These were but 
lately planted and sowed; the enemy having destroyed 
all the plantations in the incursions they made, whilst 
deaan Trongha, &c. were in the late war in Merfaughla. 
I began to suspect that he intended to set me to work, 
but I soon perceived he had no such design ; for he 
gave me his gun, and told me since I was willing to 
be his servant, all he should require of me should be to 
carry his gun, and never to be the length of it from 
him, that in case of a surprise he might l^ve it at hand. 

As we went homewards, some of our people climbed 
up tamarind trees, and gathered sibundance of the 
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frutt. I asked them what they did with it. Eat it 
said they. I told them, it was impossible to eat much 
of it, without setting their teeth ^n edge. It is sour 
enough, indeed, said they, if we clo not put ashes to it 
to make it sweet. I laughed at them ror their igno- 
rance, but when I came home there were platters .full 
mixed with them for our supper. The strings of the 
tamarinds, which are white, app^ting in it when thus 
mixed, I could not forbear comparii^ it to mortar 
with hair in it ; but when I tasted it, I found it was 
sweet beyond my expectations. I could not, however^ 
be rightly reconciled to it at first, bein^ prejudiced as 
men too frequently are, even against ttie testimony oi 
their senses. Deaan Trongha perceiving that I did 
not much like my mess, assured me that this was al- 
ways esteemed amongst them a pleasant dish, when 
tfcey had the greatest profusion of other things. Some- 
times, indeed, said he, we have nothing else to eat. I - 
hare seen many odd things eaten, but nothing ever 
surprised me more than sour tamarinds mixed with 
wood ashes, becoming sweet and palatable. Let the 
chemists reason and philosophize upon it at their 
leisure, I can assure tnem it is matter of fact ; and 
can produce several gentlemen now Uvin^ in London, 
to testify the same who have seen me mir it. It did 
not Tightly aeree with me, indeed, the first time I eat 
it ; but after I was used to it a little, I never found any 
inconvenience attend it afterwards. 

Deaan Trongha had two wives, who lived in sepa- 
rate apartments. He divided himself pretty equally 
between them, living nearly as much at one house as at 
the other, in order to prevent any jealousies on either 
side, and to keep up a harmony between them. Now 
it is customary for them to appomt every slave his pro- 
per mistress, to whose commands he is peculiarly to at- 
tend ; and it is her business to s6e what they want, and 
give it them. He did not, however, appoint me any 
such service ; but said, that as I was a persQn in dis- 
tress, and my lot by Providence was cast amongst them, 
it was their duty to provide for all such ; but as for me, 
u3 
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he had a. more particular regard for my misfortuoes, 
for the sake of my fathers and brothers, (meaning Eng- 
lishmen ;) and for that reason, he had ordered that I 
sdiould be taken care of at both their houses, and had 
free libertv to go to either of them at my pleasure, 
where I found the best entertainment; and, indeed, 
as long as there "was meat, I had my proportionable 
share with them. Though he behaved himself with 
decency enough to both of them, yet I observed the 
first wife was a greater £ivourite tluin the other, upon 
which account, she was distinguished by the title of 
his head wife. He was at her apartment when I came 
first, and when these directions were given; so she im- 
mediately furnished me with a pot or two, and calabash, 
&c. for my use; but as she had not every thing I want- 
ed, he sent a servant with me to the other, and she as 
cheerfully supplied me with what my occasion required, 
chiding me in a friendly manner for not coming sooner 
to pay her a visit : so I sat down and had half an hour's 
conversation with her ; and to do them both justice, 
their behaviour towards me was perfectly courteous 
and engaging. 

The next morning two messengers came from deaan 
Memaugha ; deaan Trongha being desired to go and 
consult with the king on some afiairs of importance. 
When they were taking their leave, he would not let 
them depart till he had killed a heifer to entertain them 
with, notwithstanding provision was so very scarce; 
and here I found the same generous manner of treating 
one another as was practised in Antemdroea, for most, 
of the people in town came about the house, and no 
one went away without some portion of beef. As to 
their cookery, they have but a slovenly manner of dress- 
ing their meat here, for the liver, as soon as it was ex- 
tracted, was thrown directly into the fire and broiled in 
smoke and ashes, and the entraiU were broiled like- 
wise with but very little cleaning. I had a piece of 
beef given me to dress at home, and we all lived well 
as long as this lasted. When I went the next morning, 
the deaan was dressing himself in order to go; for 
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though he had no clothes to put on» yet some time 
was spent in curling his hair and platting it into knots. 
After he was shaved, the owley was brought out and 
dressed to be carried before him, for he went in state. 
The friendship between deaan Memaugha and him not 
being over hearty or sincere, made him go in more 
form than otherwise he would have done. I carried 
his eun after him. We marched up an easy ascent of 
nearly two miles, when I perceived we were near the 
sea^ the descent on the other side extended to the 
shore of St. Augustine-bay, where there were ships ge- 
nerally at anchor. Here deaan Trongha showed roe 
the spot of ground on which the English built their 
houses during their residence in these parts. It was an 
agreeable prospect to me, though at that time there 
were no ships. I saw some canoes a considerable way 
out at sea; some men I could perceive were striking 
and darting fish, and others in the water, as high as 
their knees, at the same diversion; for the sand is almost 
flat, so that one may walk at low water above a mile 
into the sea. The seacoast lay almost north and south, 
but from whence I came, it lay east and.west. After 
we had passed through a wood, on a point of land, we 
came among the towns which belonged to deaan Mer- 
naugha. Every body stared to see a white man naked, 
and at first took me for the Dutchman who had lived 
amongst them, and who would have sometimes venr 
odd freaks ; but my fame flew before me, and when I 
came to deaan Memaugha's, I was very well known; 
for aftier the usual compliments were over, he asked 
'' where was the white man who came from Antem- 
droea;*' I not being in sight, having delivered my gun 
to my master. Whereupon I was called, and seated 
amongst them. The king asked me about my travels, 
and file adventures I had met with; and I very 
readily gratified him with ray whole story at large. A 
bullock was given to deaan Trongha, for the entertain- 
ment of himself and his retinue. 

At night there was a long consultation about thft 
posture of afiairs : none were admitted to this august 
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assembly, but a few principal men, among whom I bad 
the honoar to be one ; but to my no small mortification, 
I heard deaan Memaugha propose to send nine hun- 
dred, or a thousand people, under ^e command of 
deaan Trongha into M^rfaughla, to join with deaan 
Crindo against deaan Woozington. This scheme was 
approved of, and unanimously agreed to ; the manner 
and time were both appointed, which was not to be till 
some months after. When we broke up, deaan Trongha 
told me the whole assembly had confidence in me ; as 
knowing it to be my interest to keep their secrets. But, 
says he, a more than ordinary care is absolutely neces-^ 
sary at this juncture ; for the common people abandon 
us to live under other lords, if our proceedings do not 
please them ; though we aim at nothing but their own 
security and welfare. Tbey have not, however, the 
sense to know it, and will be for ever throwing re- 
flections on our conduct, and finding foult, though we 
lose our wives, femilies, and cattle, and run all hazards 
to protect them. It is natural for the refuse of the 
people to abuse their superiors; but yet governors 
ougnt neverthele^ to study the good of their countiy^ 
and defend those under tiieir care from injuries and in- 
sults, without regarding such reflections; but then those 
things which we very well know beforehand, and they 
have not the sense to understand or judge of, ought 
never to be divulged. 

I assured him of my fidelity, but told him that what 
I heard gave me no small uneasiness, since I was ap- 
prehensive that he would press me to go with him ; 
where my former master, Mevarrow, would very pro- 
hably be, whose barbarous treatment I had too muth 
experience of, not to dread the consequence of being 
again in his power He replied, that could never be ; 
for they know (said he) that I am resolute, and that it 
would be dangerous for any man to provoke me so far, 
since it might prove the ruin of the whole army ; for I 
am determined to protect you at the hazard of my own 
life, and revenge with the utmost severity any aflfiront 
that shall be oflbred to you. I was not perfectly satis- 
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Mi, but as I knew faim to be a nutn of striet honoopy 
I had all the reason imagiiiable to ddpeiid upon if. 
When I retucned to mv companions, they used thek 
utmost endeavours to sift out of me the purport of their 
council; but I told them with a very careless air, that 
I stood at a distance, and did not observe one Word 
that passed. 

Deaan Trongha took his leave the next morning, ac- 
quainting the king, his nephew, that his owley had 
warned him in the night of some danger ^lat attended 
his town from the enemy, in case he stayed moch lon- 
ger. As I was on this side the countiy, I desired to 
go and see Eglasse the Dutchman. The deaan assured 
me he leould make it in his way home. Eglasse was 
very much surprised v^en the children came running 
to lum, and cried, '^Arve verzahar ! ** that is, a white man 
is coming ; for he knew of no one in the country. One 
Efflep a negro of the Wes^ Indies, who was left adiore 
by pirates many years before, lived not £ur from him, 
and spoke nothing but English ; for being very deaf, 
he never learned the Madagascar language. He had two 
sons, however, born on the island of a native mother, 
who spoke both languages tolerably well. When 1 ap- 
proached Eglasse, he pulled off his hat to me ; but poor 
Ilobin was not in a condition to return the compli- 
ment. At first he spoke Dutch to me, but perceiving 
I did not understand him, he spoke a litUe broken 
English; and T bad as little to say for myself in that^ 
as the other. Thereupon I asked for an interpreter to 
speak English for me ; which set deaan Trongha and 
the rest a laughing at first ; but they pitied my hard lot 
afterwards, to have lived in a foreign country all the 
flower of my age. But James, Efflep's eldest son, cai^ 
ried on a conversation amongst us to the entire satis* 
fiiction of every one then present. Eglasse pressed me 
to live constantly with him ; but I told him I would 
not leave deaan Trongha on any account whatever. For 
he was a man of great generosity and humanity ; one, 
moreover, of great authority, and consequently able to* 
protect me. I desired^ however^ that they would pro- 
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euie l6tiif«'of him, to let nie vtscf tW9 6r threi dttp ^rMl 
tliem, whidi liiey did; and he as teadily agreed to in- 
dulge me a whole week. I hid beard but an indiffer- 
ent cUarader of Eghose, wkh lespect to kis temper; 
be was ra^ and passionate, and would tlireaten the 
great men> not excepting the king himsetf, upon the 
slightest provocation, with what he would do as soon 
as the first ship arrived. This ill dondnet of his i^en- 
dered him distasteful to ^^ ; and for that reason I was 
eautious how I entered into too strict an amity with 
him. And it will soon appear, that my ieara were 
justly grounded ; for his continued indecent bobayioor 
cost him his life at last. 

• Having now tidcen our ^sirewell of deaan TrmglHi 
and his retinue, the pot was set on the fire by a slave 
named Toby, with a piece of salt beef, and pc^toes 
dressed after tiie Engbsh manner. In the mean time, 
Eg^asse ordered James to lekte to me the history of his 
arrival and adventures here ; and this condnchng to nf 
purpose, which is to give such an account of Uie vari- 
ous customs and manners of this island as may b^ 
lusefol to traders and navigators, and pleasing to the 
curious, I shall only transcribe h^e what he then 
told us.- 

'* At a place called Maseeelege," said he, *' on this 
island to the northward, there comes once a year a 
Moorish ship tiiat brings silk-lambers, and many other 
things to trade with for ^ves. At this place one Bur- 
gess, called captain Burgess, and Robert Arnold had a 
^loop ; Burgess, indeed, commanded, for Arnold knew 
nothing of navigation ; one was as rich as the other, 
and both vrere equally concerned in the vessM. With 
this sloop they used to come to Augustine-bay and 
other places on the island, in order to buy slaves and 
carry them to Masseelege against the moor's ship ar- 
rived. Eglasse sailed with them in this sloop. In one 
of their voyages to this place, Burgess and Arnold fen 
out to that degree, that the latter vrould stay no longer 
with Burgess ; but prevailing on Bglasse to cotne on 
shore for hie companion, he brought all his effects witii 
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ktm, consisting of sev^al bags of dollars, a great many 
guns, powder, shot, chests of clothes, beads, &c. 
Amounting in the whole to a considerable valu#. In a 
word, every thing that is proper to trade with in these 
parts. He told Eglasse that in case he survired him 
be should have all his effects; but their design was 
Only to stay till a ship arrived in which they could pro* 
cure a passafi^e to Europe. Whether they durst go to £ng* 
land or not I cannot aneolutely say; though I had gOMt 
reason to suspect that a great part of these riches were 
obtained l^ piracy. There were two black slaves, this 
Toby and another, who in the sequel of this story will 
be called Robin, who could speak good English. These 
swtim ashore the same night that captain Buigess sailed 
away, and surrendered themselves to Arnold. 

'* It happened a little before Rer Vovvem's death, 
(and whicn was, indeed, the occasion of it,) that this 
eountiy was invaded by two enemies at the same time; 
and whilst the greater part of the kmk and people were 
mardied off in order to oppose the northern enemy, 
Woozing^ton, who was a southern foe, came unawares 
upon us, having passed the great river without being in 
the least suspected, and a bold general of his, named 
Ry-Opheck, attacked the town and the king's house 
about midnig^ ; Rer Vowem himself was wounded in 
the thigh. Another party vfas likewise coming against 
us, wbereopon every one was for flying to some ijhelter 
or other ; as is not otAj customary, but indeed neces- 
9ary in such cases. Arnold and Eglasse, however, 
having great riches, were resolved to defend them, and 
tiierefore armed themselves with guns, pistols, and cut- 
lasses ; but they no sooner appeared at their door than 
Arnold was sbot dead on the spot. Eglasse was then 
glad to fly with his two slaves, Robin and Toby, for 
tbey never left him. The enemy plundered the nouse 
of what they saw convenient ; which was all his wear- 
ing apparel, or an^ thing like it, even his beds for the 
tidying sake ; the silver l^ing black they knew not what 
it was, and therefore contented themselves with throw- 
ii^ it about As $o the cattle which they found in the 
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pens they killed them all, for they had neither time nor 
strength enough to carry them off; nor were they able 
to defend themselves when once the country should 
make head against them. However, they took some 
captives and marched off in as great a hurry as they 
came, lest deaan Mundrosser, our present king's bro^ 
ther, who is very well beloved by his countrymen, and 
feared by his enemies, should fall upon them ; for we 
have not a greater man in vrar than he, deaan Trongha 
onl V excepted. Ry-Ophed^'s fears and haste were just 
and proper ; for deaan Mundrosser mustered an army 
in a few nours after, and overtcK)k them before they couli 
pass the river. The sound of his shells added wings to 
their flight, insomuch that they left their captives be* 
hind them ; and he brought roost of our women and 
children again, so that our loss was inconsiderable : for 
as to our valuable goods, we (who were apprehensive of 
surprise, and well knew the manner of the country) had 
dug holes in the ground and buried them there, and 
they had no time to seaidi after them. When my 
&ther Efflep, my brother, and I returned, we missed 
none of our effects, but very much concerned and sur- 
prised to find Arnold not only dead, but naked ; but as 
to his dollars they tay neglected and scattered up and 
down ; till some of our people, who were no strangers 
to their use and value, took up a great many and con- 
cealed them from Eglasse. We threatened some of 
them, however, and made them refund, complaining to 
deaan Memaugha; but they were above half lost. 
Eglasse was so confounded, that he never returned till 
some messengers, who were sent out after him, met 
with him at last, and conducted him and his two slaves 
home. He lives handsomely enough still, though he 
lost so much, having a plantation of his own and three 
or four good milch cows ; and he is able to join with 
my fiaither to buy an ox notwithstanding it is a very 
dear time, a good one being worth now ten dollars. Our 
king. Rer Vovrem, died in six weeks after, more with 
grief than of his wounds. He was very well-beloved, 
being a good man and a gallant warrior ; he was also 
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' a great friend to white men, but more especially to the 
English. I must not forget, however, to tell you here 
is another family you must be acquainted with too, 
and that is one Hempshire, a Guinea negro^ who was 
formerly among the pirates, but has been settled here 
some considerable time. He has a very pretty woman 
to his wife, and also a daughter by her. Though the 
man is both blind and poor, yet £glasse makes him 
many presents out of respect to his wife, as we imagine^ 
for they are very intimate.'' 

Here Eglasse interrupted James, on hearing his own 
name and Mrs Hempshire*s too often, as he thought, 
mentioned together, and suspected that James was telU 
ing me of their supposed amour ; so he broke off the 
discourse ; though James said he was only expatiating 
on the christian-like manner in which he benaTed to 
Hempshire and his family ; but by this time dinner was 
ready. I found myself here a periect negro in my way 
of eating, for I devoured my meat alone which made 
them laugh heartily ; but what was a still greater mor- 
tification to me was, Hempshire, his wife and child 
came to pay me a visit ; ana Eglasse and he talked my 
adventures over in English, and it seemed like unin- 
telligible jargon which I could not form my tongue to 
imitate; insomuch that I was apprehensive that I 
should never be able to speak my mother-tongue again. 
A few days' conversation nowever among these people, 
gave me-bopes of recollecting it in time. Efflep and 
his sons were near neighbours to Eglasse, where I was 
invited the next day, and entertained in a very hand- 
some manner after the English fiuhion, and much bet- 
ter than at Eelasse's. We had not only a couple of 
capons boiled with rice, like a pilaw, but another dish 
of fried meat and boiled potatoes, served up on pewter 
plates, so that I began to fiamcy myself in a christian 
country. They also procured some toake for me, as 
Eglasse had done before ; bnt it was scarce, there being 
no honey to be got. This was made of sugar-canes, 
which were likewise scarce at this time, and the toake 
was much inferior to what vre had to the southward ; it 
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was fltroDg enough however to make us a little gay and 
lively. 

As soon as the week was expired I was detennined 
to stay no longer, notwithstanding they importuned me 
very much, assuring them I would procure leave to 
come again in a short time : nor would I accept of a 
guide, since I knew the way. When I came to the sea- 
side I espied a sail as I thought, though it proved 
Dothfbg but a large canoe returning from sea, where the 
men had been fishing. I waited till they reached the 
shore, who seeing me white, though nakeo, came up to 
me, and a great deal of conversation passed between 
us, they being very inquisitive after my imcommon ad- 
ventures. I gave them all the satisfaction I could, and 
inquired if there were any likelihood of a ship's arrival. 
Beibre I took my leave they made me a present of 9$ 
many fish as I could well carry with me. When I came 
borne to my own house, I picked out four of the best, 
and went to wait on my mistresses, presenting them 
with two a piece. Deaan Trongha coming home «oon 
ifter, was surprised to find fish there, and highly pleased 
that I was returned ; but was so complaisant as not to 
sufiev me to lick his feet. He had been all day in the 
plantations, pushing the work as forward as he could, 
that they might not want for provisions when they came 
back from the wars ; for every body was busy and mak- 
ing preparations for it. He told me he had ordered one 
e( his wives to make me a cap; such as we usually 
wore by way of distinction. I did not like the propo- 
sal, but there was no opposing it. He gave out to nis 
wives and people that their intention was to invade 
^aan Morrochemek, a petty king in the adjacent 
mountains ; this he did, for foar soro^ of his people 
should desert and alarm the country of Merfaughla. 

Upon my return home I found visiters in abundance, 
who flocked about me for the sake of my fish ; but as it 
was a customary thing, and what I used to do myself, 
I could not take it amiss ; so I shared them out as f<a 
M they^ would go. 

I sl^t but this one night in peace and quietness ; for 
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Q9Xt morniiig I was oalied u>p to attend the deaan, amdf 
carry his gun with me to the plantation* At that time 
he had no project of great importance m his head, but 
before noon a messenger came ronniag in haste with 
the news, that an army of ten thousand Sac<5alauvors 
(pur northern enemies) wtte at a town called Mumnm- 
bo, within ten or twelve hours' march of us. Deaan 
Trongha was too impatient to bear the whole story, be- 
fore be oi*dered his slaves to leave their work and go 
home; the hoes and spades were thrown aside, and the 
lances taken in hand, every man running home and 
making preparation for a tnarch. Messengers were 
^nt to Her Befaugher, and all the other neighbouring 
lords to give their friendly assistance. Some of the 
principal men of each town were directed to stay at 
home, with a sufficient force to defend their families 
and cattle, in case Weozington should be at hand as he 
was before, in order to take the towns by surprise^ 
while the fightine men were all engaged another viray. 
I, went home under the plausible view of whetting my 
lances, but with a resolution of beinr out of sight, and, 
if possible, forgotten ; which succeeded to my wish, for 
they were soon on their mardi. When 1 was well as- 
sured that they were gone, I went in a violent hurry to 
the head lady's faoi^, asking for my master; and being 
informed he was gone, I pretended to be in a confu- 
sion, and in all the baste imaginable to follow him; 
but the women would not let me go ; for they ordered 
the men, who were left as a guard, to stop me. At 
length, with mudi ado it may 1^ supposed, I was pre- 
vailed (Ml to stay, and sat down very contentedly 
amongst the women. Most of the town, nay, the very 
children were there ; or round about the house. Their 
clamour, prayers, and cries for their husbaYids, and idle 
tattle about the war, were troublesome enough ; but not 
so bad as running the risk of either life or limb, in 
fighting the quarrel of a people, for whom I had no 
manner of concern. 

At night I had several young female visiters, who 
supped with me on oarravances, of which my mistress 
%2 
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liad made me a present. Our oonviasatioii was iniiiW 
cent and pleasant, thongli some of my gay readers may 
perhaps imagine otherwise. Bat be that as it may 
I can assure them (to the riiame of Christianity) there 
are more modest women in proportion to the number 
of people here than in Engkuid ; even such as would 
sooner part with their lives than yield to a man's 
embraces, unless they were taken to wife according to 
the custom of the country ; but such women as sailors 
find for their turn, are only slaves brou^t down to 
tiie sea^side and dressed with beads and silk lambers, 
with no other view than to allure their gallants and 
get from them what they can, and though the gain 
they make of their prostitution is their master's, yet 
most of them are generous enough to present tiiem 
with part of the fine things they get from their cullies ; 
but were these saikHrs to go up into the country, they - 
would not find it an easy matter to procure a mistress, 
llie conversation, however, I had with ray young 
visiters, gave me some melancholy reflections in bring- 
ing to my remembrance the pleasure I formerly enjoyed 
in the company of my dear wife, whose beauty and 
conversation vi^re in my i^pinion fer superior to any of 
these. 

During the men's absence, we had little else to live 
on than tamarinds and ashes, a little milk only ex* 
cepted; but in twelve days they returned, and were 
received with all the demonstrations of joy imaginable 
by the women. I went myself likewise with a good' 
assurance to welcome them home. Deaan Trongha, 
indeed, rallied me a little about it ; but his wife in- 
genuously confessing, that she hindered me from follow- 
ing him, I heard no more of it. 

The account they gave of their expedition was, that 
a general belonging to Rer Trimmonongnrevo*8 army 
viras at the place, but the messenger's fear augmented it 
to nearly double the number of men that in reality was 
in it, for there were not five thousand in all. Our 
people were so eipeditious, that they secured a narrow 
pass« which the enemy designed to have taken ; and 
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ftfter a small skirmish or two, Rer fifiilicMambo 
withdrew to a plaio and encamped, to whom Rtf 
Mundrosser sent a messenger to demand Ihe reason 
why he (more esj^cially) marchtd an army into a 
country to destroy it, since his late king Rer VoTTcrni 
had relieved and protected him^ when he fled from hit 
uncle Rer Trimmonongarevoy at his father's decease ; 
'for Rer Mimebolamho's &ther was king of Morandavo^ 
and this son of his was to have been his successor ; but 
there was a dispute betwean his uncle and him, several 
years, till Rer VovVeni, at lasty brought about a recount 
(filiation between theos. Rer Mimebolambo replied 
in a few words, that those matters were made up, that 
bis uncle vras king and he was under his command,, 
and therefore could not h^p it. We understood aft^- 
wards that deaan Woosington had appointed to meet 
him and failed, however lie was unwilling to return 
home without doing somewhat, and attempted, for that 
reason, to make an incursion and oarry off a booty ol 
slaves and cattle, but was prevented. Our 4|ini^ 
followed them at a distance, to conduct them safely into 
their own country, and then returned home. 

But that part of the news, which was most agreeable 
to me, was that deaan Mernaugha and they had agreed 
to defer for this season their intended expedition wi^ 
deaan Crindo against Mdrfaughla, for I always dreaded 
the thoughts of going into Antemdroea, not only li«t 
a ship slK>ukl arrive whilst I should be absent^ which 
would be six or seven months, but for li^ar of seeing 
my old ma^er deaan Mevanrow; but these fears^ 
however, being dissipated for the present, I lent 9 
helping hand with a good will enough, in the forttfica* 
tion of the town, with such stonda as were here ia 
great plenty. No one was exempted from Work, the 
women and children assisted according to their strength, 
and we made a wall round the town, at least a yard thick 
and three yavds high, with loop-holes to look through 
or fire out at, as occasion offered. As we had no 
mortar the stones were only laid one upon another, and 
yet we were about two months before we finished it* 
x3 
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Some' of our pribcipal men sood after procured leave 
to go into the (country to get honey, and hunt such wild 
cattle as they could find, of which there were many on 
£tkis tide the rirer Oneghaloyhe. We looked on our- 
selves to be perfectly sue at this time, it being between 
November and Apnlj when the river was swelled very 
large and there were no canoes except here and there 
one, but it was impassable for an army. With mt 
master's consent I accompanied them ; vre walked half 
a day very briskly before we came to a proper place 
to bait at, and where we could find ove (that is wild 
yams) or susers, whidi we found here in plenty ; but 
we had still a hard day's journey to go to the place 
proposed for our country halntation, and when we 
came there we had our house to build. After our first 
arrival, which was in the evening, we took care to get 
a good supper; two of us, who vrettknew the place, 
went to look out for honey among the rocks, in the 
fissures or openings whereof bees make their combs ; 
^ other two (for we were four in all) dug ove and 
susers. Our companions succeeded and brought some 
honey, and we regaled ourselves in an elegant manner. 
The next day by noon vre finished our house, which 
we thatched with palmetto leaves. The day following 
we employed ourselves in getting some araffer, which 
is a pleasant liquor that I had not tasted be^ ; the 
tree from ^riience it flows is something like a cocoa-nut 
tree but not quite so large, atnd rather a kind of palmetto, 
called in their language satter. The long leaves or 
branches are burnt off, and the trunk is left bare ; then 
vre cut off part of the top of the tree, and with our 
lances or hatchets make a hole in die middle, which in 
a ^ort time filb with a liquid which issues as from a 
spring. This may be sucked out with a reed till it is 
<li7) ye* it will fill again the same day, and so continue 
for six or seven days before the juice is totally ex- 
hausted. It is not like a sirup, but very sweet and 
pleasant, and I never knew it give any one the flux, 
al some may imagine, nor did any one of us meet 
with the least inconvenience from drinking it. We 
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ivauted, howerer, some roast meat ; so roviog about the 
next day, we espied a herd of aboat twenty of Hattoy's 
cattle, and with a little di£Bculty made ourselves masters 
of a bull. Now we lived luxuriously ; we made drink- 
ing cups of the bull's horns ; for by thrusting them 
into the fire, and giving them a knock or two, the pith 
came all out, and we were as well contented as some 
folks with fine glasses. It is indeed surprising, though 
delightful, to see how plentifully Providence has fur- 
nished this country with every thing, not only with all 
the necessaries of life, but even with a delicious variety. 
If ever any country flowed with milk and honey it is 
this ; and with so mudi ease are thejL to be had, that 
as the natives have no knowledge of the curse of Adam 
and his posterity, so one would be tempted to think, 
as well for this reason as from their colour, that they 
are not of his race, or that the curse, ever reached them, 
&r they can get their living without the sweat of 
their brows, or the least hard labour. Notwithstanding 
all this, the follies and passions of men will too often 
lead them into misery, though they have happiness in 
their power; in this fine country their frequent quar- 
rels with one another and open wars reduce them to 
the greatest necessity in tne midst of the greatest 
plenty. But they are confined sometimes by so 
powerful an enemy, that they are afraid to stir out of 
their houses to fetch what the land naturally produces ; 
and this was the then hard fortune of Feraingher, and 
the substance of our conversation after supper; my 
companions having entertained me with an account 
of the great power and strength of their country but a 
little before, in the days of Rer Vovvem ; and how 
deplorable its case was at present, how they were 
obliged to confine themselves and get close together, 
that they might be ready at a call to repulse an en^mjr, 
and by Uiat means abandon the finest and most plentiful 
part of the country. 

We lived now, however, very happily, and in afflu- 
ence, during our continuance at our country-house ; we 
made just such an oven as I have before described, and 
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baked our beef in it ; then vre went in (juest of some 
honey to carry home with us. In which, as I was 
better acquainted with the nature of bees than they, I 
had better fortune, and got as much as I could carry 
off. When our beef grew so far touched that we could 
not eat it, we looked out for more ; it was my good 
fortune in particular to meet with a young heifer^ 
which I drove into a thicket, and having killed her, 
I hallooed to my companions. This we agreed to dress, 
and carry as much of it home as conveniently we coul J ; 
in the first place, howerer, we baked the marrow bones, 
boiled the liver, and spread the marrow on it, as a 
dainty morsel ; aad then we made up our enters, and 
marched homewards as well satisfied as we were heavily 
laden, but not being in haste, we travelled very softly. 

We would not enter the town till midnight, lest we 
might be observed ; and now once more I wished for 
my wife to have been at home to receive me. The 
next morning I waited on the chief lady with a horn 
of honey and a piece of beef, who v^as highly delighted, 
but thought I had brought too much ; from her I went 
to the other where deaan Trongha was, and paid my 
compliments to her. The deaan was very glad to see 
me eat a plentiful breakfast, and was extremely pleased 
to hear me tell the various circumstances of our ^ort ; 
the others by this time, according to custom, were 
come to present their lord with some part of what they 
had got, oy way of acknowledgment. As I was going; 
home one met me who wanted to buy some honey, it 
being rumoured about, that I had brought home a 
large -cargo; he eave me a fine silk lamber for a cala- 
bash of honey uiat contained about two gallons. I 
thought myself very fine in it, and sure I am, I was the 
first of the family who was ever dressed so much like a 
Madagascar lord. Deaan Trongha told me, I had 
bought it cheaply enough in conscience ; for if honey 
had not been scarce it was worth four times as much ; 
silk is very plentiful in this country, if th^ would take 
the pains to gather it. "' " 

Here, through ignorance, I committed an egregious 
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curror, ibr as deaan Trongha was saying, tbe man bought 
the honey dear. I answered a little too smsirtly. ^If 
this war continue but three or four years longer, a 
man will be glad to sell a child for such a Calabash of 
honey/' The prince took me up with some warmth, 
and said, ^' Then I presume you will leave usj and go 
to some inland prince for a belly full of victuals.'^ I 
assured him, however, that I would stay vnth him 
till he could send me home in some ship or another ; 
and that no other motive should ever part us. Though 
he said no more, I found he was uneasy, and could 
not find out the reason till after we returned from the 
plantation, at which time, as we were walking home- 
wards alone, " Robin," says he, " you are not aware, 
perhaps, that our people imagine you can conjure ; and 
as you know the torratos, that is, writing and reading, 
you <^n foretell things to come. Now by your talking 
of worse times in our country than the present before 
these illiterate people, they will take it for granted that 
it will certainly be so, and you will so discourage 
them, that they will all run away-; for they would pay 
as superstitious a regard to you as to an umossee, if you 
thought it proper to act such a part ; since necessity 
(for &e reason J have told you) seems to require it at 
this juncture.'' I replied that, though I was conscious 
of my error, yet I could never think they would take 
me for a conjuror, oir one who knew things before they 
happened; iorif I had been possessed of that talent, I 
would never have taken this last unfortunate voyage, 
in which I was cast ashore on this island. *^ What you 
say is true,'' says he; ** but these people are too ignorant 
to be instructed, and it is not in your power or mine 
to convince them : and to make the attempt is but to 
give them an ill opinion of us ; they must be indulged' 
in their superstitious notions, be humoured, and talked 
to like peevish sickly children. As this is the case'^ 
said I, <^ I beg pardon, and faithfuHy promise you to be 
very careful ot my words, lest they should prove any 
means of discouragement to them for the future." 
In three or four days at most, our fine provision was 
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gone ; for I distributed what I had, as is customary, 
nmoDg our neighbours ; and then we had little else but 
tamarinds and ashes. About three weeks after, Eglasse 
anil his man Toby came to pay. me a visit, and brought 
some beef and potatoes with, them ; for they knew our 
poverty. We had an odd sort of convwrsaiion .between 
Eglasse's broken Madagascar, and my broken English ; 
but toby, who spoke both languages, helped us out. 
He stayed with me all night, and went the neat day to 
deaan Trongha, and begged for me to live with him 
five or six we^, which was readily granted ; so I shut 
up my house, and in five or six hours arrived at.£gl<»>i 
se's, where Efflep and his two sons, James and John, 
gave me a hearty welcome. 

I used to walk about to the adjacent towns with 
Eglasse, and met with several of the natives, who could • 
speak English tolerably ; but here was one of them, ' 
who, when a boy, used to go of errands, and transact 
business for the English pirates, who frequented this 
place ; so that he spoke English as well as his native 
tongue- He was very rich, had three wives, mawr 
slaves and cattle ; he had also wearing clothes which 
belonged to such persons as died there ; for when any 
one was sent sick ashore, be used to take care of them, 
and if they died, he had what they left. His true name 
was William Purser, though the natives called him 
William Poser. He always treated me in a very hand* 
some manner, when I went to see him ; but. he never 
offered me any clothes, nor did I desire any. For there 
I should have behaved but awkwardly in an English 
dress ; and as 1 had now a fine lamber to wear, after 
, their manner, I was very well contented* 

I had been here above a month, before old Efflep 
died, and his son James made a grand burial for him, 
after the manner of the country ; which is the same ay 
in Anterndroea; He killed four or five beeves, to en- 
tertain his friends who attended the funeral. The 
princes and lords do not kill the beasts here; but a prince 
will eat any thing, even swine's flesh, though a slave 
should kill it. 
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iMfitd Tery well between Eglasse and James, tin 
fhont three or four da^s before I was to go home ; at 
wluch time I was seized with a violent fever which 
fumed to an ague^ and brought me down so low that 
I was unable to stir out of the house. They sent a mes- 
senger to acquaint deatn Trongha with my misfortune, 
and took as much care of me as they possibly could ; 
mod Jamies would new and then boil a fowl to make 
A little broth for me. I lay once for dead, and Eglasse 
being abvoady Toby, who was left with me, called in 
tW neighbours, and all of them thought that I had 
taken my last gasp; insomuch that they went home, 
and James was consulting which way to bury me. But 
when Eglasse returned about two or three hours after, 
he perceived me breathe, and James burning something 
under my nose, I revived, indeed, but was not sensible 
for two days, nor able to sit up for many more. Deaan 
Trofigha being informed that I was dead, sent a mes^ 
Sanger to know the truth, who found me alive, but not 
able to speak to him. After this I gradually recovered; 
the ague hung upon me three months, and I was two 
more before I hiKi strength sufficient to go home ; inso- 
much that I had a strong inclination to see deaan 
Trongha : Eglasse^ however, was willing to detain me 
as long as )^ could : for now I began to talk English 
tolers^ly well, and was good company for him as long 
as he lived; which was but a little while after my re^ 
covery. 

Five men having a cow to sell to Eglasse, asked me 
for him; and he being in the plantation, I went and 
told him. He came away directly with me to the men, 
and begffed the fiivour of me to treat with them about 
the purchase. They asked six pieces of eight, but in- 
Msted on four : I would give them, however, no more 
than three At Ikst they said, if Eglasse would give 
them the old lance which he bad in his hand, &ey 
, would take the money. This alarmed me, they whis- 
pered, I perceived, two or three times to one another; 
and having beard that Eglasse threatened the king, 
deaan Mernaugha, I began to be terribly frighted, and 
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told him in English that they watited the laace ; and 
that I had good reasons to suspect their behaviour ; for 
the lance was not worth a mead of potatoes. He, how- 
ever, in a bravado, gave the man the lance : '' Here,'' said 
he, '* we won't disagree ; take the lance." No sooner had 
he delivered it, than a man came behind him, and with 
both hands pushed the lance in at his back with that 
force, that it came out of his breast. I turned about at 
the shriek which Eglasse made, and seeing the man 
pulling the lance out of his body, I ran amongst the 
wild canes, which grew by a river side ; and the rust- 
ling I made appeared to me like the noise of pursuers. 
So that it was some time before I could recover my 
senses ; and when I did, I still continued to listen with 
attention. In a short time I heard some persons call 
after me, which proved to, be James, and his brother 
John. I was almost afraid to trust them, but seeing 
no other company, I came out in tears to them. Thev 
told me that deaan Mernaugha had contrived Eglasse^ 
death for threatening him so often ; but that as I vras 
an Englishman, and belonged to deaan Trongha, I 
need not fear any thing, for they could have killed you 
(said they) before you fled, if they had been ordered so to 
do. This I thought was true. *' Then'' said I, *' he may 
imagine, perhaps, that I shall tell the captains of ships 
at their arrival, that he kills white men ; and under pre- 
tence of danger, may think it expedient to kill me too." 
But they assured me as I yns an Englishman he durst 
not do it ; and that the executioners had told him so. 

I went home with them, where lay the wounded 
corpse all naked. They seized likewise on his goods, 
cattle, and on his two slaves, Robin and Toby ; and 
stayed in the town all night The next morning they 
came to me, and requested that I would go to the kine 
along with Uiem. " If I were not afraid" said I *' I would, 
were it on no other account than to beg the body to 
bury it." They answered, the king was so far from doine 
me any harm, that he would be elad to see me, and 
thev were well assured he would grant my request ; 
and, perhaps, give me some share too of Eglasse's goods. 
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tJpon this, James and I went ; and calling on William 
Purser, took him along with us. When I entered the 
town my heart misgave me, but I considered there was 
no receding. Deaan Memaugha was sitting at his own 
door, with a great many people round about him. I 
approached, and falling prostrate on the ground before 
him, licked his feet according to the custom of the 
country ; which the people were surprised at, having 
never observed a white man ever to io so before. He 
permitted me, indeed, at ^rst; but soon after bid me 
rise, and not be afraid; for he would not hurt a hair of 
my head. 

He then ordered Eglasse's eattle to be brought be* 

fore him, and commanded them to take a white cow 

(not a bullock) and tie her to a tree. After that the 

owley was brought out, and an altar was erected, as 

before described, by placing the owley across two forked 

sticks, about six feet high, upon a beam; when this 

was done, the cow was killed; then the king rising 

from his seat, took a green bough, dipped it in the 

blood, and sprinkled the owley. In the next place he 

took a small quantity of the fat, and some of the sweet 

scented gum, and burnt them under it, making the 

smoke ascend to the owley. After that he took two 

cutlasses, and whetting them one against another (as a 

butcher does a knife and steel, but not so quickly) he 

began his prayer to God, and the Lords of the four 

quarters of the world, and to his forefathers by their 

respective names, ending with his grandfather who 

made the oath with the English captain ; an accoimt of 

which deaan Trongha had before given me. His name 

after his death was Munguzungarevo. The form and 

manner of his prayer was this, or to this effect. 

Bless me, deaan Unghorray, thou Supreme God. 

Bless me, you deaan Meguddummateem. Bless 

me, O you deaan Antyiertraer. Bless me, O you 

deaan Aneebeleesby. Bless me, O you d^eaan Anty- 

moor. Bless me, O ye [here he repeated several 

other names of his forefathers] but more especially, 

O you deaan Munguzungarevo ; bless my (amily, axid 
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this kingdom ; for I have had regard to your oath 
aod the maa whom I have now slain is not an Eng^. 
lishman, but of another country ; neither would 1 
have put him to death were it not for my own pre- 
servation; since he often threatened to take away 
my life, whenever any ships should happen to arrive. 
Whilst he was praying, his slaves were cutting up the 
beef; when he had done, he ordered me to take the 
whole breast; and then he divided the rest among the 
people. He was pleased to say, that I had none of 
that barbarous disposition which some white people 
have ; for he looked upon me as a native ; since I had 
long accustomed myself to the manners of their country. 
I had no great inclination to take his beef, but recol- 
lecting that Eglasse's destruction vtras too much owing 
to his own ill conduct, I thought it was safest to ap- 
pear pleased with his offer. Robin, the slave, was given 
to the executioner ; but James bought Toby of the king. 
I begged leave to bury the body, which ftivour was rea- 
dily granted me: and we returned back to James's 
house. The next morning two messengers came from 
deaan Trongha to inquire into the truth of this story ; 
for it had been re|M>if ^ that I was killed ; and in case 
it had proved so, they were ordered to go directly to 
deaan Memaugha, and demanid satisfaction of him, he 
being fully determined to revenge my death ; but as it 
was otherwise, and they had no instructions relating to 
Eglasse's case, I went home with them. 

At my arrival I was received with as much joy as if 
I had been a friend of the last importance to them : 
I went soon after to the chief lady's tiouse, where the 
other was then present, though she had not been there 
in half a year before. Deaan Trongha seemed very 
well pleased likewise, and made me give a particular' 
detail of my own severe sickness, and the tragical end 
of poor Eglasse ; saying, at the same time, that I had so 
many fortunftte escapes, that he did not think I should 
die in their counti^ ; but that it would be my lot once 
more to see old England. Here he repeated his pro- 
mlie to send tne thither. In the interim, however, he 
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took some sand, tossed it about, and made several 
scrawls with it upon a board. At length he bid them 
look for a tree that was perfectly upright, and after 
that for a black and baldfaced cow, which being found, 
and brought to the tree, was killed ; then the umossee 
took some of the blood with his hand, smeared the tree, 
and invoked not only the demons, but the spirits of 
deaan Trongha's forefathers ; calling on them all to arise 
and hear what he had to say ; which was to this effect. 
That their grandson, deaan Trpngha, was going to war 
against their most implacable enemy, the king of Mer- 
ieiug^a. In the next placej he ordered two men of 
equal strength to cut the tree down with hatchets, one 
to the northward, and the other to the southward, and 
to give stroke for stroke with each other ; saying if the 
tree fell toward the former, bad success would attend 
their enterprise. Those of the vulgar sort who were 
then present, stood gaping to swallow, as it were, every 
divine word, that came out of the mouth of this wonder- 
working prophet* How the mistake happened, I can 
not say,, but the tree fell to the northward, though it was 
beyond all doubt intended to fall the other way ; for 
when deaan Trongha perceived it, let us cut up the 
beef (said he) with a smile, and be merry; that is the 
best part of the ceremony. We forgot to observe, that 
what little wind there was, was to the southward. We 
should have chosen a more proper time. He strictly en- 
joined, however, all present to say nothing at home to 
the women of what had passed : so we told them at our 
return that the tree fell to the southward ; in order that 
they should tell their husbands the same story. 

This conduct of deaan Trongha's confirmed me in a 
suspicion, which I had entertained for some time, which 
was this : that some of these lords, who are men of sense, 
keep one of these umossees with a political view, and 
only to amuse the ignorant populace ; who here, as well 
as in other parts, must be cajoled in their superstitious 
notions, and allured by sucb artifices as political go- 
vernors know how to practise to advantage ; though 
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t^ey diemsdves regard but Ihtle what their conjorcnv 
say, of their taUdng with, and having fiuniliar converse 
with the demigods and spirits. 

Here now was a seeming ill omen, and too many of 
the vulgar sort had seen it, to be trusted with the se« 
cret ; for which reason an expedient must be found out 
to avert and disannul it. The demons must be con- 
sulted and addressed a secood time, to procure their 
&vour and protection ; so away goes the umossee, in- 
voking asain and again, and conjuring till he conjured 
me into Uie wars. A bird, called tuluho, which is some- 
thing like our pheasant, but smaller, and very scarce to. 
be found, must be caught dead or alive ; then a sea- 
crab, and a variety of other things, vrhich be particu- 
larly named. These he blended aSl together, muttering 
incantations al) the time. Then he bound them up in 
a clout, which was afterwards fixed on the top of a stick 
about Uie length and bigness of a wilking-cane. This 
was a charm which was to prove destructive to the 
enemy. This he called the elodge ; and this was to be 
canied in solemnity before the army* But who should 
be a proper person to be the bearer was the next 
question ; and the demons were to be agam consulted 
on Uiis important part of the affair ; who were pleased 
to reveal to him, or (which is all the same thing to 
stupid bigots, who implicitly rdy on whatever he shall 
say) that no one was qualified to carry this charm, bat 
he who had no relations living on this bland. Now 
from my former observations, I used frequently to con- 
temn these umossees, and smile at their conjurations ; 
and after this hint, I need not, I presume, urge many 
words to demonstrate from whence his pvetendied reve- 
lation came, though he was pleased to rather it on the 
demons, or demigods; or whatever other name we 
^gUi^ may call mem. For, to do the man justice, he 
had not the impiety or assurance to introduce deaan 
Unghorray, or the Supreme God, into any part of this 
religious nirce. 

" Upon this decla^tioii of his,*^ said deaan Trengha, 
in my absence, ** where shall we find a man wichovt 
Y 3 
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some reJfttkms !*' " That," says he, ** I cannot tell, 
but this is the mind of the demons, and they would 
never direct it, were there no such man to be found ; 
you must therefore recollect yourself. Now I think of 
it,'' says he, ^ there is your white man Robin is the only) 
man, I dare say, who is qualified for that important 
office f ^* but then," said deaanXrongha, '< notwithstand- 
ing he may be suth a man, yet it is not proper for him to 
go, besides I have given him my word he shall not go 
against his inclination/' '< Why then," said the umossee, 
'f you must find out some other person more proper if 
you can." Having done his business away he went,' 
leaving the deaan in no small perplexity, who was a 
man m strict honour and a punctual observer of his 
word. Whereupon he sent for me, and told me, it 
was in my power to be very serviceable to the whole 
country, but more especially to himself, and that I 
should be gratefully rewarded for my compliance with 
his request ; but he insisted first on my promise. '< If it 
be not to kill a man," said I, '' I should be proud of an 
opportunity to oblige you." He then told me inge- 
nuously the whole storyi^and that it could not possibly 
be helped, or else he would not have asked it of me. 
I paused a while, but upon a short recollection, said, 
all I feared was what I told him before; but since 
there was an absolute necessity for it, I should readily 
acquiesce. •* Hereupon," said he, "I will protect you, and 
take as much care of your life and health as of my own." 
And immediately ordered a slave to attend me, and all 
things necessary to be got ready for me. I was to carry 
this charm, called the elodge, m my left hand, at about 
three or four stones cast distant from the army, during 
their march, and at night pitch it at the same distance 
from the camp, pointing it toward the enemy's country, 
then wash myself and mix among the crowd wherever 
I pleased. This was to be done till we should have 
an engagement with Woozington's army; T was to 
have ten beeves and two slaves for my trouble. The 
vulgar imagine that this eharm has a poisonous quality, 
and that was the reason I was to wa^ before I came 
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near aoy of them; but deaan Trongha told me privately, 
that he knew well enough I did not think it any way per- 
nicious. " No sir," said I, " I am ? ery well assured there 
is neither harm nor good in it, and they shall see me 
lick it before their faoes if they please, which none of 
them would venture to do for a tiundred oxen. I can 
nerer think," said I, *^ that you yourself have that confi- 
dence in it, as you tell them, but you see the ill conse- 
quence of making use of these conjurors; for the 
common people are so strongly persuaded of their 
power over them by these charms, that were your own 
life to be in danger, you must do what this imaginary 
proph«t says his demigods direct, though you were to 
carry thjs yourself." " What you say," said he, " is very 
true, and were I to refuse to let you carry it, they would 
i«fuse to march ; or if they did, would charge me with 
every miscarriage consequent upon it.." '' Yes sir," said 1^ 
'^ but there is still a forther danger, for had the umossee 
but courage and cunning enough, you have put it in 
his power to make even yourself subsenrient to his 
directions ; under the pretence of their being the orders 
of the demons. And it is but his saying his^ demons 
or spirits have ordered such or such a thing to be 
done, though it be even against yourself, they durst 
not disobey his orders ; for he has them all at his beck, 
if he did but know it.'' And here I cannot but reflect, 
that not only Madagascar, and other heathenish coun- 
tries are possessed with this vice of superstition ; but 
tren christian nations have been, and are yet too much 
tainted with it : of this and its mischievous conse- 
quences, there have been many flagrant instances. 
. Soon after we marched out of town^ I had a slave, 
like other great men, to carry my mat and provision 
for me, and was furnished with every thing I could 
reasonably desire. Now came the umossee, and put 
the elodge into my left hand, and I marched in state 
before them. The next day we joined Rer Befaugber, 
and two days after Uiait, Rer Mundrosser ; James,^ the 
son of EfiBep, and his man Toby, were both in the 
army, so that we had good company every evening, «is 
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soon as I had fixed mj elodge and washed nijselfi. 
We passed the great riTer Oneghaloyhe, wading through 
a ford, which lay a great way higher than where I pamd 
it before. Here our people stocked themselTes with 
beef; for we frequently halted at noon, on purpose to 
gire them time to bunt Hattoy's cattle. 

When I came to the rirer where several all^ators 
lay, though I had my firebrand in my hand, yet I 
would not Tenture to pass over by myselfl Then the 
uroossee came up to me and said, I need n^ be afraid, 
for whilst I carried the elodge, the demons would pr»> 
tect me from all harm. I laughed at him and told 
him, *^ I was well assured he did not imagine diat 1 gave 
any credit to his assertion, neither have you any sueh 
notion of its power; but if you have, do you carry it 
over here, and either go with me or before me." How- 
ever, though he had more wit, I forced turn to fetch 
two guns, that I might discharge them into the water 
to make the alligatocs retreat ; and &en I went ever. 
We saw several people who belonged to two pet^ 
princes not fur ofi^, and w e r e hunting here for their 
diversion; as they were not enemies^ our people had 
abundance of discourse with them. Though we passed 
through a very mountainous wilderness, yet we hiy but 
two nights in it, for they knew a mudi nearer wey^ 
than I did wben I came alone. When I saw VohitclK 
fotey, I returned in a very melandioly mood into the 
camp ; insomn^ that deaan Trongha took notice of it, 
and asked me, what I ailed ? I told him, we were novr 
drawing near to Antemdroea, which had been a seene 
of misery to me, and I had terrible apprehensions of 
deaan Mevarrew. But he ckwcred me up, and said, 
they durst not venture to injure me, and he was very 
well assured that t^y would not attempt it, as weH 
out of fear, as out of respect to him. 

The next dsy we arrived at Aiadamvovo, the river 
at which I used to water my cattle, when in deaan 
MuTnanzack*s country. This vras ovdeied to be the 
place of rendeKvousy and deaan Mumanzack with bis 
Whren, and their fovces a& met here. Deaan Afienet 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



UOBERT DRURT. 249 

soon took notice of me, and when I went to lick his 
feet he lifted me up and seated me by himself, asking 
deaan Trongha at the same time how I came to him ? 
I was desired to tell my own tale, which accordingly I 
did to his satisfaction. He said, I had taken a great 
deal of pains for liberty, but it was no more than lie 
would have done himself under the same circumstances ; 
and wished me all the good success imaginable. 

Deaan Grind o and his sons came the next day, and 
deaan Mevarrow and his brother along with them. 
Though I was sorry to find he was recovered of the 
yaws, yet I ventured to go to him, when I found his 
brother was with him. After the usual ceremony of 
licking their feet, they said they were glad to see roe, 
and asked me why I left them? I pretended, in case 
he \w>uld give me my wife, to return as soon as the 
army parted. Whereupon both told me, she would 
not marry any other man, but continued constantly to 
lament my absence. This drew Unfeigned tears nrom 
roe, and here I must confess, that if a sincere conjugal 
affection be a weakness in man, I roust own, let the 
world think as it pleases, royself guilty of that weak-* 
ness. These tears, however, as it proved afterwards, 
were the happy means of deceiving them, and of my 
escape from danger. And had my shedding them been 
a piece of artifice only, it might carry its own justifica- 
tion with it ; since I had good reason to fear he would 
have murdered me privately, when he perceived I either 
contemned or hated him. At night I let deaan Trongha 
into the secret, lest he should suspect I was carrying 
on some sinister design in visiting Mevarrow. Here 
I met with my old trusty friend, who had all tliis time 
kept my secrets. He told me likewise, that my* wife 
continued inconsolable, and repented every day of her 
life that she did not go with me. 

In about three days, the army, which now consisted 
of about four thousand men, marched, and I went before 
them with the elodge. On the day following we en- 
tered the country of Merfaughla, and here the army 
divided into three parts as in their former expedition, 
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and marched with much, more circumspectioo thaa 
before, for we were in an enemy's country; I still 
marched in the front. As we were passing between 
the two woods, a volley of shot was all on a sudden 
discharged at me ; but the enemy ran away as soon a9 
th«y had fired. They were a small party in ambuscade, 
on purpose to lay hold on such opportunities. The 
shot whistled about my ears, and some small boughs 
that flew off from the trees striking me, I could not 
immediately tell whether I was wounded or not How- 
ever I stopped, and was determined to proceed no 
farther. Deaan Tradaughe, who was the nearest com- 
mander, ordered me to go on; but I peremptorily 
refused, unless they would send a party to march oefore. 
The umossee too came, and talked to me in his old 
conjuring dialect ; and with the same success as he did 
at the river. At length deaan Crindo came, and com- 
manded me to go on, declaring he would otherwise 
compel me. I was terribly nettled at the haughtiness 
of one, whom I had so much reason to hate, and boldly 
told him he was a proud prince, and that I thanked 
God 1 was not under his jurisdiction. ** It is true," said 
he, '* or else I would take care you should go no farther.'^ 
Deaan Trongha was now come forwara, and asked 
what was the matter ? To whom deaan Crindo com* 
plained of my being both obstinate and saucy. He 
answered, it was unreasonable as well as cruel tp 
desire I should be exposed to danger at that silly rate ; 
and as to the man's pertness, said deaan Trongha, you 
forget he is a white, and as good as any of us all. In 
short, deaan Crindo was obliged to let a hundred 
young men go before me, and in good time truly it 
was; for there were several such firings at us that 
afternoon from small ambuscades. 

Two days after this we came to the river, not only 
where we had encamped before, but fought and de- 
feated deaan Woozington, and killed his brave general 
Ry^Opbeck. Here we encamped again, and as no 
enemy appealed, most of us were for plundering the 
country; but d^^^. Trongha persuaded us against it. 
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tiKl adrised ttt to march still on, fn order to find the 
enemy out, if possible, before they divided their forces 
into small parties. As for my part, I d!id not care hoW 
toon we came to a battle, for then I should g^t rid of 
the elodge. 

At length when we had marched four days, a body 
of the enemy of about a thousand appeared on a plain 
before us, and deaan Trongha drew out his countrymen 
to fight them. The umossee came up to me, charging 
me to march before my master with the dodge, and to 
throw it towards the enemy as soon as the engagement 
began. We marched forwards, and they advanced, 
though but slowly to meet us, for they had a secret 
design. Deaan Trongha, as they wanted, drew near, 
and they still kept firing, though at a distance; however, 
it was fight enough for my purpose, as being a fair 
excuse for throwing away the elodge. I did it with 
alacrity, and returned forthvnth to the camp ; for I had 
neither gim nor lance to fight, and was glad at my 
heart to be eased of so troublesome a post. The enemy 
withdrew into a wood, and our people eagerly^ followed 
and fired at them, till the general, who, with eagle's eyes, 
looked round about him, notwithstanding the heat of 
the action, and discovered a long train of fire-arms on a 
rising bank of earth, among the trees and bushes. 
Upon that he immediately called out to his people to 
stop, discovering, moreover, a great number of men 
concealed in a ditch, that was cast up for that purpose, 
So he marched back without the loss of one man ; for 
there was no fighting in an unknown wood, and with 
an unknown force. 

Deaan Wootington was, doubtless, one of the most 
subtile artful men on the island, for though he had not 
force enough to &ce an army of four thousand men, 
and his country was ruined, yet he found out ways 
and means to be revenged in the severest manner ; nor 
did my valiant master deaan Trongha, notwithstanding 
his great conduct and bravery, escape his resentment. 
Our beef being all spent and no enemy to be found 
that would fight, parties were sent out in quest of 
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cattle and slaves, and returned with good success; 
though the principal generals, that is to say, deaan 
Crindo^ deaan Jdumanzack, and deaan Trongha con- 
tinued m the camp. Some scouts, however, who had 
discovered where a large herd of cattle were, coming 
in, Trongha would go out himself to fetch them; deaan 
Crindo, indeed, advised him against it, but he would 
not hearken to his counsel. So about a hundred of 
the Antemdroeans, wi^ a like number of his own 
people went with us, for I determined to go, but. Pro- 
vidence designed otherwise, I was taken with a violent 
run in my diigh. I went out with them, however, for 
was very loth to stay behind him ; but my pain in- 
creasing, the deaan would not permit me to proceed, 
and I was forced to hop as it were back, for I could 
scarcely walk, and never saw this great good prince 
more ; for in three days' after, three men brought the 
melancholy news of deaan Trongha's death, as follows. 
About sunrising, a man informed the general, that 
a party of about fifty of the enemy appeared upon the 
plain ; whereupon he marched his little army out of 
the wood* towards them, and soon saw their number 
increase; he was resolved, however, to attack thenu 
Here he was guilty of a piece of ill conduct, forget- 
ting that the Antemdroeans were good for little else 
but bush-fighting. When they came nearer, they saw 
another party, and though soon after a third appeared, 
yet there was no retreating. Some of the Antem- 
droeans, it is true, ran away, and others concealed 
themselves in the high grass ; so that there were but 
threescore of his own Feraignher people, stood with 
him to oppose some hundreds. They maintained the 
fight, however, half the morning; the general received 
two wounds without falling, but at length, a third 
killed him. By this time there were not above twenty 
of his party left, and they resolutely forced their way 
through the enemy, of which number were those, who 
gave us this account The Antemdroea men who skulked 
in the grass, were most of them killed ; for the grass 
there being very long, and very dry at this time of the 
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year, the enemy set fire to it, and it. ran like iwildfire, 
scorching the men who lay concealed under it ; so that 
they were obliged to rise, and most of them were over- 
taken and cut to pieces. 

The death of this great man was an inexpressible 
loss to the whole army, and by all was sincerely la- 
mented. It was, indeed, a mortifying stroke to me ; 
and I was inconsolable, not knowing what calamities 
might befall me in this country. Rer Befaugher did 
not return till ten days after, at which time, though he 
brought a good prize of cattle and slaires, yet his joy was 
all damped at once with the news of his brother's 
decease ; which was so shocking to him, that he was 
not composed enough to talk of any afiairs of the army 
till the next day. This unfortunate accident obliged 
me to carry on the deceit with Merarrow, by assuring 
him that I would come privately to him, as soon as the 
army broke up ; but I was very uneasy till I had a 
favourable opportunity of communicating my whole 
project to Rer Befaugher, and of begging his protection, 
which he readily granted. Whereupon it was agreed 
that I should absent myself two or three days l^fore 
their separation, in order to blind deaan Mevarrow, and 
make him think that I ran away from the Feraignher peo- 
ple and fled to his town before him ; when, in reality, I 
and my man only went by night to a place appointed, 
and stayed till Bier Befaugher and the rest came to us. 

The several parties who went out for plunder re- 
turned ; and after the cattle were divided, which were 
some thousands, besides slaves, the army decamped. 
The Feraignher people did not see the Antemdroeans 
home, as they did before ; but took their leave here, 
and went directly to their own country a much nearer 
way. I and my servant, as was privately agreed on 
with Rer Befaugher, went away, and met them accord- 
ing to appointment^ to the great surprise of all the peo- 
ple ; for there had been a diligent inquiry made after 
me, every one imagining that I was lost. Rer Be* 
faugher made such a clamour with deaan Mevarrow, 
and some others, that deaan Crindo gave him two 
z 
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slaves to pacify him, lest a qtarrel of dangerous con- 
sequetioe should have ensued. One of the slaves, who 
was a young man, Ret Befkugher made me a present 
of. I was somewhat surprised^ not knowing imme- 
diatelir what he meknt by it; but telling the whole 
story, and saying, that both wete by right mine, I was 
satisfied ; he tailed my slave's name Sambo. It was 
neiir a month before we passed over the- river Onegha- 
loyhe, spending our time gaily in hunting, eating, and 
drinking, making but very short marches. We did this 
out of a charitable design to feed our captives ; for we 
had ruined their Country to that degree that for many 
months they had very little to subset on ; so that the 
poor wretches looked dismally thin. 

When we came within otie or two days' jourtoey of 
Her Be&ugher's, the cattle were divided ; and such as 
had two or more slaves pre^hted one of them to their 
lord, in conformi^ to the same law and custom which 
is used in Antemdroea, as I have before related. This 
I thought a proper time to mention to Rer Befiaiugher 
what I was promised as a* gratuity for carrying the 
elodge ; and told him the fotigue and hatard I under- 
went did very well deserve it. He said, there would 
have been no objection against it in case deaan Trongha 
had lived : however, he would go to dea&n Mondrosser 
md see what he said to it. He returned soon with five 
cows, and some short time after that a girl slave was 
sent me ; but as I had already a man, who wiis as much 
as I wanted, I desired to have two cows instead of the 
girl, which request was readily complied with. My 
catUe I intrusted to the care of my man Sambo. 

When we arrived at Rer Beiausher's town, I left my 
cattle with Iny slave, ntd went to deaan Trongha's town 
to visit his widows. There I found a melancholy scene. 
The eldest lady would fain have persuaded me to live 
with her ; biit I told her I was not safe unless I was 
under the protection of some such great man as Ret 
Befeugher was ; but I Would embrace every opportunity 
of coming tb see her, and would for ever testify the 
veneration I had ibr the memory of her deariy beloved 
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lord, as well as my gratitude to ber Cor all former 
favours. 

Upon my return I met my man Sambo, who in- 
formed me that ihe was going to build me a house ; 
Jler Befiiugher -had provided one for me, and gave him 
likewise the necessary furniture for it. When I paid 
jmy respects to Eer Befaugher on thai aocount, I was 
informed of deaan Crindo's death, whioh (according to 
ihe relation of sofne who came from his country ^ter 
^s) was very sudden and unexpected, 
. Deaan Woozington, with what forces he could get 
together, kept always within a day's march of us, having 
^pies for ever out to observe all our motions every way, 
and who were going and returning alternately to and 
h&m his little army with intelligence of what they ob- 
served; so that he knew Tery well when we parted 
from the Antemdroean people. They were still too 
strong for him, so that he was obliged to wait some 
time longer for an oppovluit^ir of exeeuting his revenge, 
and accordingly followed ihem ait a considerable disi- 
tance till they arrived at Madamvovo;-4|vheFe deaaa 
Murnanzack, and brethren, Afferrer and Mussecoro, 
fiarted from them in order to go home ; aA4 this was 
ihe crisis that he then wanted. So waiting but one day 
more, till they were at too great a distance to assist 
ieadi other, be attacked deaan Crindo in the night, and 
killed him with a great number of his people, and pot 
the rest to flight, deaan Mevarrow narrowly escaping ; 
' and this he dui so expeditiously and so successfully, tiuu 
he had time to withdraw into Merfaughla with most of 
liie cattle which they had taken from kim, 

Deaan Mundurabo, indeed, upon his father's de- 
cease, endeavoured to act as king ; but he had neither 
courage enough to maintain his claim, nor was heeomuch 
beloved by the people to stand in competition with 
deaan Mumanzadc. He wanted some of those valuable 
qualities which his father was possessed of; for it must 
be acknowledged that Criado was undaiunted in war, 
and had the spirit of authority at hoaie, which alone 
supported his dignity, and made him useful to his 
Z2 
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country. Murnanzack had his uncle's magnanimity in 
war, and his majesty at home, besides all the human 
and social virtues ; and was, in reality, a truly great 
man : so that Mundumbo was obliged to fly into Ante- 
nosa, till matters were accommodated ; and what be- 
came of either of them I never heard, for not long 
afterwards I was moved into another country at a 
farther distance from Antemdroea. 

Rer Befaugher entertained m^as handsomely as his 
brother had done. He had but one vnfe, with whom 
he had cohabited nine years, without any issue. This 
v^s a great misfortune, especially as she was a very 
agreeable, good-natured woman, and behaved herself 
after so endearing a manner, that he preferred her to 
all the women in the world. In short, she was uni- 
versally respected, and extremely kind lo me. As 
three of my cows gave a considerable quantity of milk, 
and as they furnished me vnth carravances and Guinea- 
corn, I and my man Sasftbo lived well enough. This 
continued all the rain-time, and though we planted and 
sowed, yet vtk never stayed to reap. For, 

News was brought by some people who lived at a 
great distance, that deaan Worzington was marching 
toward us with a numerous army. Spies were sent out 
to observe tliem, who at their return told us, that ac- 
cording to the best computation they could make, 
there were about three thousand under arms, and within 
three days' march. Deaan Memaugha hearing this, 
gave us orders to send all our cattle, wives, and slaves ' 
to the river Feraingher, which runs on one side deaan 
Memaugha's town. I was so careful of the little stock 
I had, that I attended them to the river ; and went im- 
mediately to James's house, (the son of Efflep,) where 
I met vnth Hempshire, his wife, and daughter. Two 
days after, upon information that Woozington had 
passed Oneghaloyhe, we were ordered fieirthcr north- 
ward to Mumumbo ; where in less than three days we 
were alarmed with fresh news of an army of Saccalau- 
vors being just ready to attack iis ; whereupon we were 
obliged to retreat immediately, and Woozington, as we 
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(wese informed, not having penetrated so £ir as ^ 
river FeraingUer, we made an attempt to go there again,; 
but the Saccalaavor army ^as so near us, that we 
were forced to fly for our lives, and leave all our cattle 
.behind .us, and make the best of our way to the river. 
Those of our people who had any arms made a ninning 
fight of it, in order to save the women land children ; 
.though we reached the river, yet they were in sight of 
us by this time. As for Hempshire's wife she ran away 
from him; so out of compassion I took him by the 
band, and hurried ihim into the very same can&^^oket 
where I fled at the death ofEglasse. We had not iong 
seated ourselves there, before we heard some women 
and <diildren shriek out, who were taken prisoners at a 
very ^rnall distance from us in the same thicket ; whioji 
put us into the utmost consternation, for we rcould ex- 
pect nothing but instant death. We had not been long 
under these frightful apj>rehension9 before I espied thu 
.enemy. Upon which we got ^p to run, but knew nqt 
whither ; one of t^em, however, fired, and shot poqr 
Hempshire in the back; x)i whicb {wound he died upon 
the spot. I was more nimble, and got out of his reaoh; 
but just at the entrance of the thicket I met another, 
who ran directly at me. fie took a lance in order to 
throw at me, but I called out to him to save my life, 
and told him I would go with him. As he saw I had 
no weapons (for I had neither lance nor gun) be bid 
me come forward ; so I went and licked his feet accord- 
ing to custom, and owned myself his slave. Where- 
upon he told me, that he would spare finy life, since I 
was a white man, and was unarmed. 

He carried me with himiinto the body of the army, 
and the new« was soon ^pr^ad abroad, that a white man 
was .taken prisoner; insomuch 'that the general .heard of 
it, and thereupon my conqueror and I were both sept 
for. Upon my kneeling and licking his feet, .he asked 
if there weie any body about him who.could^peak either 
English or Dutch ? but he was surmised to bear me ad- 
dress him in his own language. He asked me abun- 
dance of questions with regard to the strength of deaan 
z3 
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Meraaugha ; the number of his people, and a thousand 
other things of the like nature ; all which I avoided 
answering as artfully as I could for Rer Befaugher's 
sake. However, after the examination vras over, he 
gave the person who took me another slave in ex- 
change, at which! was somewhat better pleased than 
before ; for it was a miserable thing indeed to be the 
slave of a slave. My new master ordered me to follow 
him, which I did whilst they marched, though that vras 
not long ; for soon after they encamped 6n tne banks of 
the river. This was the best and finest camp I had 
ever seen in this country, for all the tents were very 
good. As soon as the general's tent was erected, he 
desired me to sit down, and inform him by what acci- 
dent I came upon the island ; and how it came to pass, 
that, as I was a white man, I spoke their language with 
so much freedom. I gratified him with a long detail 
of my whole history, to which he listened wiA great 
attention; and yre had abundance of discourse con- 
cerning my surprismg adventures. After he saw that 
I had supped, (for I did not eat vrith him,) he gave one 
of his head officers strict charge to see that I wanted 
for nothing ; and when one of his people advised him to 
set a guard over me, he said, there was no danger of 
my running away ; for as white men have no home oh 
this island, all places are alike to them ; and they will 
stay with those longest who entertain and feed them 
best; and he was well assured that the people of 
Feraignher, at that time, ivere in no capacity to oblige 
me. And his notion was very just, for so heartily did 
I feed this evening, having eaten no beef for a long time 
before, that I was very sick. And when I came to re- 
flect that ships came to this country, and the poor state 
and condition of St. Augustine bay rendered it very 
improbable that they should come to trade there, I 
found, that by this Providence, I had more hopes of 
getting sooner to England here, than at any other place 
I had ever yet been at : and the general was right in 
his notion, for I had no business to fly or desert since I 
could not mend myself. Having free liberty to go 
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where I pleased, my curiosity led me to see if I knew 
any of the captives ; and upon examination I met with 
Hempshire's widow and daughter, Tohy, and Rohin, 
and Sambo, my own man ; 1 shook him by the hand, 
and told him I was a slave now as well as he. He said, 
I am sorry for it ; for I had much rather have served 
you than any one else ; and sure I am I shall never live 
so well again. 

When the general had fully gratified his curiosity in 
inquiring after my affairs, I had likewise as strong an in- 
clination to know who was my master, and v^as informed 
that he wa^ dignified by the names of Rer Towlerphe- 
rangha and Rer Vove. It is a custom here for persons 
of distinction to have two names; and as the last is 
the most in use, I shall hereafter distinguish him by 
that only. He was grandson to Rer Trimmonongarevo, 
king of Saccalauvor; though called Yong-owl by the 
Europeans, and Morandavo firom a river of that name. 
Rer Vove intrusted me to the care of one Guy, who 
was a considerable man, and a relation (though at 
some distance) of the king's. All the great femilies in 
this country have a general name of distinction, which 
they value themselves upon ; as most of our European 
gentlemen do on their coat of arms. 

We continued here two days, in hopes that deaan 
Woozington would in that time have penetrated through 
the country on that side, and have joined us ; but we 
were informed that Rer Befaugher, by his good conduct, 
had blocked up some passages, and so well defended 
others, that, he was glaa to withdraw without effecting 
any thing to the purpose. On this news, our general 
retired to Mumumbo, pleasing himself with hopes that 
deaan Memaugha would be foolish and hot enough to 
follow and fight him. Mernaugha, however, wisely 
chose to sit down for once contented with his present 
loss, rather than hazara all for the gratification of his 
revenge, which might be more justly deemed foolish 
pride and passion, than real valour. Rer Vove per- 
ceiving no more could be done when he had continued 
nere about seven or eight days, till the parties ordered 
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out were returaedt maidied lioroewardy and instead of 
putting a gaaid over me, as he did aver others, gave 
me a blunderbuss, and made me guardian general over 
several of my late country folks, giving me full oom- 
mission to shoot tiie fiist who should attempt to run 
away. 

I had senrersA usder jo^ care^ but more particularly 
Hempshire*s widow, and three other women, who, as I 
attended ditm one evenillg into a private ceoess in a 
wood, told me, ^ it was a great mortification to them 
to be guarded by one who so lately fought for, and de* 
fended them; telling me, moreover, that it was no great 
difficulty for tbem to find means of making their escape 
an case I was but wiiiiog.'' ^ You are right," said I, 
^ and it is your inteiest, as you have fiunilies; besides^ 
you maiy possibly be sokl to some ships:** which was 
wihat I heurtiliy wished ibr, as my interest was contrary 
Jto theirs. I tdd them, moreover, that '* I would nevor 
iwve gone £xmi FeratgBber, if I had not been forced 
away; but since the good providence of God had 
thought fit thus to dispose oi me« I would not oppose 
4he divine will, nor act inconsistently with my own 
raason, for I was well assmed of better provision herfs 
than in Feraignher, in its piesent unhappy state, espe- 
letaUy as I hasd lost all thecat^ Ihad, though my stock, 
indeed, was but small.* I assured them, however* that 
I would never mention what they had proposed, which 
they, being under fearfol apprehensions, bcigged that I 
would never dolose the secret; neither Bid I, but 
looked a little more dfcumspectly after them than J 
did before. 

Though our maicfaes were but short, vet we soon ar- 
fived to ibe coofioes of Sacoalauvor^ where there wei» 
vo inhabitants. It is a delightful country, and I saw a 
great variety of monkieB, biJK>ons, virjee^ and wild 
swine, loc, in abundance, hm veiy £Mf, ^r none of 
Halto/s cattle. 

About three days afterwards we passed by divers 
towns, which belonged to Ber Mimebolambo, alias 
M<Mang Andro; it being the sel&ame country %hich 
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Rer VoTvern, late king of Feraignher, procured lor him 
by treaty, of his uncle Rer Trimmonongareyo. In the 
towns and meadows there were abunduice of humped 
cattle, and such as were much larger than any I had 
ever seen in the island before, but was informed these 
were kept near home for private use ; that the prince 
and lords took care to have their principal stock of 
cattle a great way farther to the northvrard, and in such 
numbers, that they could not tell how many they had. 
Of the truth of which I was soon afterwards very fully 
convinced. Our forces now dwindled away apace, since 
numbers went daily home as they came near to the se- 
veral towns to which they belonged, without taking 
any formal leave of the general, since they had no pay 
to take, or any to demand ; for every one being con- 
scious to himself that it is his interest to join with his 
neighbours in preventing an enemy from committing 
plunder, no one ever murmured at their generals for 
leading them forth to war, it being their own cause, 
and not the general's, in which they engage; for if they 
found their lords proved imperious and tyrannical, they 
would refuse to go with them, since they could easily 
remove and live under others. They fight for their own 
security and ease, and when they get any plunder from 
their enem^, they think themselves sufficiently re- 
warded. 

Moherbo is the principal tovni, or rather city, and 
royal residence of the king, who is our general's grand- 
fauer, to whom, as in duty boui^d, we paid a visit be- 
fore he went home. When we arrived within a mile or 
two, three messengers were despatched for form-sake, 
to give him notice of our approach, and to learn his 
royal pleasure, who made answer, " that if Rer Vove 
should come, he was very ready to receive him." Here- 
upon he put his people in order, and appointed fifty 
men to stand in the front and discharge their guns ; 
and then fifty more to relieve them ; the shells all the ' 
time sounding. When we came within sight of the 
king, who was sitting with his courtiers and people 
round about him, we heard their shells sound and 
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fdmms beat ; tiiis, tbetr congraialatory music, was but a 
^uU empty sound ; in some measure, indeed, like their 
country tubs, which are made of a light tree hollowed 
Tery thin, and covered with a calf's skin that is dressed 
much like our parchment. Both ends are beaten at 
once, one with a ttidc, and the other with the hand 

This king lives in a more splendid manner, and has 
a gayer retinue than I had ever seen before. He has 
twenty or thirty several houses, or rather a large court 
enclosed with palisades in the town ; but as it was not 
large enough ^r the reception of so many peof^e, he sat 
on this occasion without the town. Our first My men 
advanced like morris-dancers, and fired their guns very 
regularly one after another ; and upon their retreat, the 
other mty advanced. After this, the general stept for- 
wards, and bending one knee, licked the king's. Se- 
veral principal men bowed likewise their knees, but 
licked bis feet. This ceremony over, a mat was sfuread 
at about four yards' distanoe, and the general with three 
or four of the chieftains sat down, and Guy was amongst 
them. As for my part, I stood behind my master widi 
my blunderbuss. 

This prince, Eer Trimmonongarevo, made, a I 
thought, a very odd and formidaiMe figure, whether it 
^was because I had heard many stories of some of his 
rash and barbarous proceedings, which had prejudiced 
me against him. His dress was very singular, and such 
tus I had never seen before; his hair was plaited in 
ringlets, beginning at the crown of the head; then 
another range of knots was bigger than the former, and 
so dovmwards, every lower circle was larger than the 
upper; on several of these knots of hair hung a larg^e 
quantity of fine beads. Some part of his fore-heacU 
piece of beads hung almost over his nose, among these 
were several gold ones. He had a very fine gold neck- 
lace about lus neck; over his shoulders hung two 
strings of beads, and severd of them gold, in much the 
flame manner as our aldermen of London's chains; on 
each wrist about -six manelers of silver, seeming large 
enough to weigh neariy three doUars apieee, and four 
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hngs of gold on his fingers. Nearly twenty strings of 
beads, closely set, were twisted round his legs ; a silk 
tamber hnng over his shoulders^ loose like a mantle, 
and another, as usual, twisted round his waste. He was 
an old prince, not less, by what I could understand, 
than fourscore years of age at least, yet of a robust and 
healthy constitution. His colour was rather tawny, 
like an Indian, than perfectly black ; his eyes fierce, 
and his whole appearance formidable; or the singu- 
larity of his dress and character made me imagine so'; 
he soon took notice of me, and asked Her Vo>e if I 
Was the white man he had taken prisoner ? and 'vAiat 
Was my name? He called to me, ^ Robin, mehove a 
toee/' which is com(? hither.* I then laid my blonder- 
buss down, and approached him with my hands lifted 
tip and cl<ysed before me. As soon as 1 got to him I 
fell on my knees, and licked first one of his feet and 
then the other, as the common people did before me. 
He ordered me to sit by him, but not on his own mat 
neither. He asked several questions in relation to my 
first coming on this island, and informed me that he 
had a white man of his own ; *' but he is an English- 
man,'' said. he, '^ and whether you can speak that kuK 
euage, or not, I cannot say.^ 1 told him I was an Eno^ 
nshman myself. I began to cheer up> and have a little 
more courage upon this agreealde news ; and was sur- 
prised that my master had not mentioned this circum* 
stance before. I asked the king how long his white 
man had been with him? and what his name was? 
" Six or seven years,'' said he : " his name is Will." 
Upon this, he ordered a man to call him immediately, 
who brought word that WiU was gone out of town, and 
would not be back in less than uree or four days ; so 
finding the king enter upon some new discourse with 
the general, I withdrew to my former post. 

Soon after we went to a house which was ordered 
for our reception, where I was discharged firom guard- 
ing his slaves; for he did that, as he told me afterwards, 
only to try my fidelity, since he knew very well, if I 
had not been honest, they would have all got away ; 
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but as he was convioced I did him justice, he had a 
post of much greater importance to intrust me with.' 
By this time, came in Ry Chemotoea, the king's prin- 
cipal wife, and the grandmother of Rer Vove, my mas- 
ter. She was the largest woman I had ever seen in all 
my.life. When she sat, her breasts hung down to her 
lap ; she walked but little, being generally carried on 
a kind of bier on men's shoulders. She had a numerous 
retinue, besides slaves, who brought four calabashes of 
toake ; two of honey, and two of sugar canes, together 
with six baskets of rice. The king sent ten beeves, 
four of which were very, large fat oxen. As soon as 
Ry Chemotoea was. gone,. we sat down to drinking the 
boney-toake, till Rer Voire was perfectly intoxicated, 
and fell asleep, at which time three slaves came from 
his grandmother loaden with presents ; one with a ht 
capon boiled, for they made capons here; another with 
a pot of dried rice; and the third with a basket, a 
wooden dish, and a spoon. This was the best supper 
I had seen of the natives dressing, and I had my share 
of it ; but for all this good cheer, I could not forbear 
thinking of this Will, the Englishman, and was very 
much concerned that we could not stay till he came 
home. • 

<rhe next day we marched homewards, and though it 
was two days' journey, yet we hastened to come in as 
early as we could the second day, because of the great 
triumph we were then to make. The solemnity of which 
was much the same as I have described in other places, 
and consisted in their wives licking their feet, &c. 

Rer Vove's house was nearly eight yards long, and 
about six broad, built of ly)ards, as all the great men*s 
houses are in Saccalauvor. Notwithstanding they have 
no saws, with a great deal of labour, however, they hew 
out boards very even with their hatchets. The language 
is much the same with that in other countries, except 
as English in Yorkshire, or the west of England, where 
each place has a particular dialect, and some small dif- 
ference in its pronunciation. 

My post here was a grand one, for I was constituted 
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captun of my master's guard. There were palisades 
all round his house, and at the portal, or gateway, was 
a little house for several young men of a higher de- 
gree to lie in, who were his gua^, and over whom, as 
I said before, I was appointed chief, but this did not 
last above a month ; at which time he ^thought proper 
to go a shooting wild fowl, and took no one but me 
with him. In our private conversation, he told me how 
vicious the people of Saccalauvor were grown within a 
few years, as tneir country grew rich; and that young 
men living so high, and drinking such large (quantities 
of toake, induced them frequently to lie with odier 
men's wives, by which means murders, and several 
other misfortunes, have ensued. *' As for my part,'* said 
he, <VI have no reason, indeed, to suspect my wife Ry 
Kaley; however, to prevent all jealous thoughts for the 
future, I will intrust her to your care, and desire that 
she may never be absent from your charge by night or 
day, on any pretence, how plausible soever, unless she 
be with me. I am very well satisfied she will not take 
this amiss, and you have no occasion to regard any one 
else.'* I returned him thanks for the &vourable opinion 
he had of my integrity ; and assured him I would take 
the same care I had done hitherto, in the due discharge 
of my duty to him in all things, wherein he thought 
proper to command me ; but I was afraid, lest some of 
nis trusty old servants should envy me my post, and 
insinuate to him things prejudicial to his honour and 
my care. ** Upon that account," said he, " you have 
no cause for fear, since it is always expected here, that 
marks of fsivour and distinction be shown to white 
men." When we came home, he broke his mind to 
her, with much such another apology as he did to me. 
She prevented him, however, from asking her consent, 
apprehending ioi a moment what he aimed at ; so say- 
ing, '' I desire nothing more than that you will take all 
the measures you thmk proper, in order to retain the 
same opinion of me you auways had; and in case 
Robin is to be my guardian, I will submit with pleasure 
to his directions; and from henceforth, Robin," said 
2 A 
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she, " I will never be out of your «ight, but when I am 
•with Rer Vove himself; and as I am now under your 
jurisdiction, be sure you discharge your trust as yo« 
ought, and don't imagine that you can displease me bf 
the strictest observance of your orders. On the oAer 
hand, I propose abundance of pleasure m your convert 
sation, by telling me stories of your uncommon adven- 
tures." Indeed, she gave me good grounds to diink 
she was not displeased with me. It was my business 
to attend her on all occasions. Sometimes, indeed, her 
^omen-slaves were with her, but we were oftener by 
ourselves, and that too through her own contrivance; 
and whether my master had, in reality, so great an 
opinion of her chastity as he pretended, I cannot deter- 
mine ; but I found her to be a very gay, vranton lady, 
and was forced to exert all the art I was master of, in 
order to keep her out of other company, as well as to 
preserve my own innocence. However, as my life lay 
at stake, I was resolved to be true to my trust. It wai 
full three quarters of a year before I got rid of this 
troublesome office ; during which time, my master took 
a hncy to another woman who had lately been divorced 
from a cousin of his, and made her, if we may call her 
so, his supernumerary vrifo. He was extremely fond of 
her at first, but soon quarrelled with her, used her ill, 
turned her in short quite off, and returned vrith as 
much indulgence as ever to my charge, Ry Kaley, 
again. 

Not long after this. Iter Vove proposed to take a 
tour to the northward, for hfa pleasure, and to take a 
survey of his cattle ; so ordering his furniture to be re- 
moved to his head slave's till his return, our house 
was locked up, and away we marched. We were a 
large company of us, Ry Kaley, his wife, his friend 
Guy, with several other attendants, besides slaves. It 
had rained very hard for some time before we set out; 
so coming to a small river, which was considerably 
swelled with the floods, the people made a halt, not 
caring to push forwards with too much precipitation, 
lest some alligators might have come up into the 
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muTBWa/ts is ctistomary, and feiutn again to tiieir old 
haunts upon Che £Ul of the waters. As the river was 
shallow enough to wade through, I was so fool^harc^ 
as out of a hravado to lead the way. Two fine dogs, 
that were my master's fevourites, went into the water 
along with me, but kept dose to my heds, one on eadi 
side of me, for the dogs are Tery apprehensive of alliga- 
tors. I was up to my belly in the vatter, or thereabouts, 
when an alligator, edl on a sodden, gave such a spring 
at the dog on my left side, that the monster's nose 
sti^nck me down. The alligator, dog, and I vanishing, 
as it were, at once, our people took it for graUted I biul 
been earned off; but rising at a small distance and 
finding myself not hurt, I went directly over; upoa 
which they all followed me. For if a noise be made 1^ 
a great number of people, an alligator will sink, like a 
stone, to the bottom, and lie without the least asotiosy 
and tiiough you tread oo him, he will not stir an inch. 
As we took our journey for pleasure only, we had no 
occasion to fatigue ourselTes, so we marched but siowlj. 
In a few hours we arrived on the banks of a very large 
river, called Memee. Here we came to a town inha- 
bited by a people of a diffisrent species, as itvrere, from 
the rest of mankind, and of a language peculiar to 
themsdves, ^^ ^ey tmn speak the general language 
if tbe^ please. Their customs too, and manners, being 
as different as their persons, of which I shall give a 
particular detail, according as I was farther informed 
soon after. 

Rer Voive gave orders that one of the houses of these 
Vintmbers, whidi is the name they are g«MraUy known 
by, should be made dean for him, and all the dd fur* 
niture be removed; and as for us, who were of his 
retinue, we might shift as well as we oould. Tliere are 
very few Saocalaavors care to lie in ai^ of their hoioes^ 
for fear of an insect like a cow-tidL, cadled poropongee, 
whicfa is frequently found upon cattle, and this insect 
is found nowhere else ; but these people breed diem, 
on purpose to make thdr houses shuMied by the Saooa- 
lauvors ; for the Vircimbeis, till very lately^ mxe under 
Ja2 
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no goTemment, and often changing their habitations; 
so that upon their first settlement here, the natives used 
to come mto their houses, and take away whatever th^ 
saw convenient ; imposing most shamefully upon them, 
till the king, under whose protection they are at present, 
redressed their grievances upon hearing their com* 
plaints. These poropongees will make ^ose who are 
bitten by them sicM^ sometimes for six weeks, or two 
months together; sticking close to the skin, or pene- 
trating into it for a long time ; but when a man has 
been once tormented by them, and has overcome the 
sickness, he never has it again, though he lies among 
ever so many of them ; or, at least, like persons who 
have had the small pox, they never fear a return of 
their distemper. These Virzimbers are ver^ subject 
likewise to what they call colah, which is a kmd of the 
yaws, a disease which has been described before. It is 
so frequent, however, here, that a third part of the peo- 

Sle of a town are sometimes spotted like lepers, with 
ry scabs. We continued here but one night, and 
passed. over this large river in canoes the next mommg. 
About half a day's march from hence lives Rer Moume, 
king Trimmonongarevo's eldest son, and uncle to Rer 
Vove, to whom we went to pay a visit. Messengers, for 
form sake, were sent before; an agreeable answer 
being received, we approached the town, and found him 
sitting for the shade sake, in great state under a tamarind- 
tree, as it was excessively hot. He is a very great prince, 
and extremely well beloved : there were twelve wives, 
and a great many other pople then with him. Wlran 
Rer Vove, accompanied oy his wife Ry Kaley, came to 
him, they kneeled and licked his knee. After which 
she soon withdrew among the women, but he sat down 
on a mat near his uncle. All his aunts in general, 
except one who was blind, came to him and licked his 
shoulder, for they had not seen him since his return 
from his expedition at Feraignher. The toake went 
about plentinUly, and some was given to our principal 
people, among whom I was constantly with Guy, who 
nad a particular regard for me. My master, however. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



hemg not a litllft prcmd of his White man, called to me in 
broken English, for he had just enough to saf, ^ Come 
hither;*' or, " How do you do?" When Iter Mourae 
saw me ; « Were it not for has hair and eyes,^ said he, 
*^ I ahouhl scaroely ha^e kn^mn him to he white, his skin 
is so scorched with the son that it is as swarthy almost 
«8 my own : By Ansacker there, is as white as he." 
And, to confess the troth, there was no great difference 
in our complexion. This was his second wife, and 
sister to deiutn Tokeofiu, king of Munnongaro, alias 
Masseleege. Rer Moume was of a copper colour, 
rather than a hladk. Though he had no Tisible distem- 
per upon him, yet he had lost the use of liis limbs, and 
'thoQ|^ he had tio swelling in his legs or sores afbont 
him, and looked well to all ouftward appearance, yet he 
>oould not stand upriffht. This raisfortune was supposed 
to be hrought opon him k>y poison, which was ^ven 
him by one of <fais wfi^es with a treacherous intent to 
kifl him, she having been a captive, and the consort t>f 
a neighbouring prhace who opposed him^ and was 
kiHed in battle. He sat on a square seait, or throne, 
made on purpose for him, but so low that !he could rest 
his legs on the ground if he "bought fit. 

Peroeiring I <!Otdd a^etk their language, he was 
extremely delighted witfi me, for he was a'gw>d-n8tured, 
-courteous man, which I hme just reason to acknow- 
iedge : for by his eompassion I was redeemed 'from the 
haitlships G^'fAarery during my Ksontinuance here ; and, 
at last, tlismissed in a mendly and genteel manner, 
and ^liis means sent home to Engkmd. The whole 
discourse now turned on me and my surprising adven- 
tures ; the women, too, bore a part in the conversation, 
and expressed their pity, saving, they should 1)e glad 
to have me among them, and -iAiould think they could 
never -do -enough for me, if I would oblige them with 
the agreeaMe stories of ny travels. But tiiis happy 
time was ntft-yet oorae, I vras to 'undergo a few more 
thtigues first, ihoagh my ^Hfte of Aavery did not con- 
tinue long. 

My master, Rer Vove, was a gav <»oung man, who 
2 A 3 
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{>unued'his pleasures and vrzs guilty of some vices, 
ike many of our young noblemen in Europe, was 
always in action, lull of fire, and as his constitution 
was veiy warm and sanguine, he would be guilty of 
too many of the follies which youth are prone to. As 
to his stature he was very tall, ibr in an army or crowd 
' he might be distinguished at a distance, being a head 
. taller at least than most of the people ; however, he 
was exactly proportioned and well-shaped, his legs and 
arms were finely tapered. I was obliged sometimes to 
assist him in his love adventures, of which a pretty 
remarrkable, as well as dangerous one, was on this jour- 
ney ; as follows : — 

No sooner had he parted from his uncle, than he 
determined to visit his cousin, Rer Chemunghoher; 
but coming near his town, and beine informed that he 
was gone from home as fiatr as Moherbo, a thought came 
into his head to send his wife one way, whilst he took 
another under a pretence of business, and to meet 
about four days after, advising her at the same time to 
go through some towns of the Virzimbers, who always 
make one present or another to those of the Beunily, 
according as their abilities will permit His attendants, 
or the greatest part of them, were ordered to accompany 
his wife ; and as for me, whom she expected to nave 
been left her guardian, he bid follow him. When 
we were at a sufficient distance from the people, he told 
me he had a secret to communicate to me of no small 
importance, and desired, likewise, my assistance in a 
particular afiair, which he proposed to put in execution. 
'* You know my fidelity," said I, '^ and are sensible 
that I would scrapie noting but the commission of 
murder to serve you." " It is nothing of that nature, 
I assure you,'' said he, *' but the consequence may 
prove fatal if you do not act with discretion : Rer 
Chemunghoher, in short, has married one who was 
my consort before Ry Kaley ; and, on a quarrel, I put 
her away a little too rashly, and my kinsman idso 
married her in too much hurry, or we should probably 
have agreed again. The woman I still have an afiection 
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for, and as her husband happens to bb abroad, I have 
some thoughts of vour procuring me an interview with 
her. There is a Maurominter, that is to say, a black 
man of any other country, who can speak English; you 
shall pay him a visit, by which means you may. come 
to the speech of her." I was fond of this opportunity 
to see this English Maurominter ; and for tnat reason 
I readily agreai to his proposal ; and having my full 
instruction, and a man for my guide, I left my master 
at a small village, about two hours' walk from Rer 
Chemunghoher's town, and proceeded immediately on 
my errand. 

Lewis (for that was. his name) received and enter- 
tained me in a handsome manner. He was bom, he 
said, in Jamaica, followed the sea, and being taken by 
pirates was set on shore at St. Augustine-lMiy, where 
ne lived some time, but the troubles of that countiy 
coming on, he, as well as many of the natives, came 
away, not only for their securi^,but for more plentiful 
living : so that between the a&irs of Feraignner and 
England, we had subject matter of discourse enough 
for a lonff time. His wife going out, I took the oppor- 
tunity of asking him, if he could possibly introduce me 
to their lord's wife? He, knowing the story, guessed at 
my intention, though I told him no more than what 
was requisite for my purpose. He went accordingly 
to her, and she sent word she would come, which she 
did soon, with one maid only to attend her. I was a 
good excuse enough for her to say her curiosity led her 
to see a white man. Lewis and his wife withdravnnff, 
and she saying I might freely speak before her maid, 
whom she could trust with her life, I soon delivered 
my message, and told her how disconsolate Rer Vove 
was ever since he came near the town : I found her, in 
short, as eager for the interview as himself, and she 
appointed that very night in a wood at a convenient 
distance. As soon as she returned home she sent her 
maid with some toake to me ; which, when Lewis and 
I had drank up, I went with the good news to my 
master. And as it proved a fine moonlight night, we 
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•oon eatM to the place usigBed ; though by gonig owet 
a liYcr, and through a plantation ivhere there wer« 
dogf, and they btuldng, the owner had id^e to have 
discovered as; for die wild hogs often mddng great 
liavoc in the night, they axe very attentive if dieff dogs 
do but stir. 

I left then in the wood, and went to Lewis., fiw 
whom she waited. He conducted her dmnigh a breach 
made in the palisade, for the gate was always guarded, 
and I conducted her to her gallant. Her maid accoaw- 
panied her wah a capcm, smne me, and a calabash of 
toake. They embraced each other with all ike passion 
flnagim^^; Ihie maid, ttdeed, was lor serving up the 
snpper, but they had afi&urs of greater moment to talk 
of nrst^ idiich V9e (Mnly fieineivkig withdrew, and 
divened onnt^^m for soise time as weH as we -could. 
fa about two hoars we heard ^im whistle, wliieh was 
the signal Uft our coming, when we sapped aU together. 
Our bellies being lull, Lewis and I roved about at a 
distance, and l^ them again till it was daybreak. 
** Now, Robin," says lie, *^ we must do as the wild 
boars do, get a great distance from the place where 
they have been doing iMr misduef." So ^a-easing the 
river again, we walked about till noon ; when a man 
was to come and bring us some pnmsioBB. ikniwas 
lookang ont ^sirj^y, and Isteningfor tthe token, which 
was a wihistle, I approacdied ium, but ahe fellow being 
silly, and knowiing ndbing'of a whi(eman,4hrew down 
the meat, and a whole caAabash of Unke, and toek to 
his heels. As soon as he got home lie told bis mistress, 
that he saw a white spirit, and it ran after hiaa for the 
meat, whtdi be was ravoed to leave behind him. This 
gave us sotae diver^n the neict night, when she oame 
again : a capon, rice^nd toake were brought Idiis 
evening likewise ; and i cduld not 'forbear rallying my 
master on having patience enough now to aup, and 
r' gale himself with toake as soon as it came. When 
we had drank plentifiilly th^ bid us go and watch at a 
distance, and ^nd out soitie amusement or other to 
pass away the night. And, indeed^ had we not made 
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ourtelves melrry, and been as agreeable to one another 
as such an occasion required, the night would have 
seemed very long and tedious. We slept a little 
towards daybreak, and when I went to them they were 
not up; however, they soon arose, and took their leave 
too, by rubbing their noses together, and drawing their 
breath like persons who take snuff. After this they 
parted well satisfied for the present. 

It was now broad daylight, so that when we 
attempted to go over the plantation the same way as 
we came, the people were up ; and as we were both 
remarkable persons, he by his height, and I by my 
oUour, the very seeing us at a distance would have 
been enough to betray the whole secret. We had no 
way, therefore, to take but through a thicket of thorny 
wood. I went first upon my knees, and beat them 
down with a stick, and my master followed. Though 
our shoulders bled in many places, which we did not 
regard at first through eagerness, and when we did it 
was to little purpose, for it would have been as bad to 
have retreated. So, in short, we went through ; but 
on our arrival on the other side of the river, we stood 
still to look on one another, and perceiving how mise- 
rably our hides were scratched and torn, we could not 
refrain from laughter, though we were severely morti- 
fied. We still endeavoured to find out private ways, 
being as much ashamed now as we were afraid before 
of being seen. As soon as Guy saw us, he could not 
forbear smiling. Rer Vove told him, we had been 
hunting a wild boar, and by pursuing him too eagerly 
into the thickets, we got scratched in this piteous man- 
ner. ** It is much more probable,** said Guy, " a wild 
woman, and the right owner pursuing you too closely, 
you were glad to escape to the first wood you came at." 
Ity Kaley grew a little jealous too upon the occasion, 
but we laughed it off. 

We being all met again, we proceeded to the northward, 
where the cattle are all kept. This is as fine a country 
as ever I saw, and the best stocked with all the neces- 
tariet of life. These peopl^never go forth to war^ but 
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constantly emplo}^ the ifrhdie of their time in iMkmg 
care of the king^s and their lord's cattle : they hai>e 
plenty likewise of their own. The king's cattle are 
marked with the stamp called chemerango. Here ar^ 
such numbers of them, that it is not known within two 
or three thousand how many bek>ng to him. Some of 
these oxen are scarcely able to walk for age, and others 
are so fat they cannot stir. They never milk tibove .the 
fourth part of the cows, though the place is populous^ 
and as large as some king's dominions. They hav« a. 
^reat many towns, and many Virzimbers dwell amon^ 
them. The chief town is of large extent, where the 
principal herdsman keeps a great court, and has foil 
power and authority to decide all controversies, and 
punish any offender without appeal. When we saw 
him, he made as grand a figure as a king, and wai 
sitting with his attendants about him in the same 
manner. However, he arose to kiss Rer Vove's knee, 
(not his fbet,) as a testimony of his more than common 
respect for him. He had ^ight thousand head of cattle 
of nis own, and near three hundred slaves. He made 
my master a present of five of his own, and fifteen of 
the chemango's. He seldom, if ever, goes out on foot, 
but is carried on a bier on men*s shoulders. He is 
very old, indeed, having been cow-keeper to Rer Trim^ 
monongarevo's father, deaan Lohefute. 

Butter and cheese might be made here in plenty, 
were there but people who understood the art of it, for 
the cows give abundance of milk, though not i^ogc^r 
so much as ours do in England, but then they continue 
it longer ; summer time in this hot country being the 
worst for the cattle. In this place, however, there are 
so many rivers, brooks, and springs, that they are «ever 
incommoded with such droughts as they sometimes ave 
in Antemdroea. Here are tallow and hides too in 
abundance, but few think it worth their while to regard 
them. Several other commodities are to be found here 
which are worthy of notice :. wax is so plentifiil that ir 
is thrown away; there is iron too in many parts of 
the country, as well as h«ie, and the natives are no 
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Arangwrs tp the making of steel. Here is eopper, like- 
wise, of their own production, of which tney make 
tnannelers. In some of the most mountainous and 
inland parts of the country they have silver, and know 
how to make ear-plates of it, and mannelers : so that I 
have the highest reason to Uiink the country produces 
it, as well as it does a white metal, much like our Bn» 
ttsh tin, or tutanag ; nor is there any reason to doubt 
that gold is to be found heie. Here are many other 
things, but as I cannot give a satisfactory account of 
them, I pass them over in silence. But, 

I must not here omit to mention the several sorts of 
silk, of which there is plenty in every part of the 
islipd where I have beoi. Some is of a brownish 
colour, others of a white ; the outside is full of small 
pointed prickles ; the cod or bag is nearly three inches 
long, and shaped like a nine pin ; at the top, * when we 
take it, there is a hole, out of which I have extracted a 
blackish wocm ; but I am not able to describe it, or 
the manner of its ttansfennation, as the common silk- 
worm : thia I know, tint there are no mulberry trees. 
The silk of these wonbs is found upon three or four 
several sorts of trees ;. §x when they spin they clea/ite 
to the thidt branches or body of the tree. I have seen 
the pec^ple on their knees, pull the cod out to a great 
lenffth, which they tease to pieces, and then tpii^ it 
with a spindle, made of bone, ai^ a rock<^8taff; a£ter 
that they weave it as they do cotton, and it ttakss net 
only pretty, .b«t very fine lambers. There is soMe 
trouble in the roanageoiettt of it, whieh is all the reason 
I can offer fi>r their making so little use of it. In this 
part of Saccalanvor, wheie the cettle are kept, is a tree 
calM rofeer; which is of singular service to the 
puddle sort of people to make lambers oC Hie leaf is 
like that of a cocoa-nut tree, but longer by two feet; 
tiiey taJbt off the owfeer part, and put the other to dry 
for two or thi«e days together, which is then thin and 
white like a long shaving. After that they moisten it 
again, and split it into threads, which they knoit in a 
rery neat manner, and sweave into cloth : some of it 
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it freqaently dyed, and made into lambers striped. 
This tree bears a fruit that much resembles a damson. 

After Rer Vove had taken a review of his cattle, and 
left behind him about two hundred of them, which he 
eot by this journey, we returned home to plant rice ; 
for men of the highest distinction here look after their 
plantations themselves, and take care to furnish their 
nunilies with proper provisions. He had not been long 
at home, before some business called him to Moherbo, 
and through Guy's artifice and intercession I got leave 
to accompany him, for I had a strong inclination to see 
the Englishman. He soon perceived I was his country- 
man, and we were more overjoyed to see each other, 
than relations are who live ever so distant. His nvQe 
was William Tbombuij, he had been nine years in the 
country. It was his first voyage ; for he was then a 
boy, who like me, was resolutdy bent on going to sea ; 
but a hard gale of wind arising suddenly, drove their 
ship from her anchors, and whether some pirate was in 
sight, or what was the real cause he could not tell, but 
they never returned, leaving him wiUi the surgeon and 
another man ashore ; the two last in a few months died 
with grief, and he was left alone. The king took what 
small quantity of goods their captain had left on shore, 
and sent immediately for Thorn oury. He went, and 
his majesty very kinaly told him he had no occasion to 
fear any thing ; for h^ would take care he should not only 
be supplied with whatever he wanted, but that he 
would, moreover, send him home by the first vessel. In 
aU which he was as good as his word, nor ever attempted 
to make a slave of him, as Mevarrow did of me ; so 
that when we compared our hard destinies, mine was 
much the severer of the two. He went to the king's 
eldest wife for some toake, in order to treat me with it, 
which she readily ^pranted. 

I have already given the leader an idea of this king's 
person : as to his hasty temper and cruel actions I had 
neard much talk of them before now ; William Thorn- 
bury, however, let me more folly into his character. I 
found, upon taking in the whole detail of him, that 
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glory and ambHIon were his principal aim ; which he 
looked upon to consist in the wealth and prosperity of 
his countryr For Saccalauvor was neither richer nor 
more powerful than other countries till his accession to 
the regal state. But he having expelled both his 
brothers upon his assumption of the supreme dignity, 
one of them, as I have mentioned oefore, fled to 
Feraignher, and got possession of part of the country 
to the southward; tne other, accompanied by about 
eight hundred men, passed through the fine country 
where the cattle are kept, and where the Virzimbers at 
that time resided, moving still farther to the northward, 
and settled on that river which the Europeans at this 
time call Masseleege. The Virzimbers fled from him 
on his first approach, but finding that bis intentions 
were peaceable, and thai he was only seeking a place of 
refuge for himself, they returned to their habitations, 
and lived under his jurisdiction. Here he established 
a kingdom almost as extensive and powerful as his 
brother's ; which his son, deaan Tokeoffu is now in the 
possession of. Rer Trimmenongarevo understanding 
nis brother had thus happily settled himself, sent am- 
bassadors to propose an amicable alliance between 
them ; which he, beine a good-natured man, readily 
came into ; hoping God, and his deceased father deaan 
Lohefute, would forgive his brother, and for the future 
bless them both. ' ' 

Rer Trimmenongarevo now caressed some of the Vir- 
zimbers, and gave them towns on the banks of Memee. 
He was very generous likewise to his own subjects, and 
made considerable presents, not only of cattle, but 
slaves to those who nad suffered losses in his service ; 
but more especially he took all the engaging and poli- 
tical ways he could devise to tempt people from other 
countries to come and live in saccalauvor. I have 
already mentioned his courteous treatment of the 
Feraignher people whose families had been taken in 
war ; restoring all the captives and cattle to such mas- 
ters and relations as would come and settle in his 
dominions. By this means they are grown not only 
2b 
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vastly populous, but rich, and the peofle live fa pl^y 
as well as pefu^ ; they reverence and adore hun, m 
short, as a tender and indulgent father o£ his country. 
But see now the danger of submitting implicitly to the 
arbitary will and pleasure of any man ; even though 
he has inany useful and great virtues to recommend 
him. People by such means become slaves to the ma^ 
who is not in every respect a hero, but attended with 
human firailties, and subject to passions less govemabLe 
than in men of lower station. Superior greatness is 
his view, which explained, is advancmg his prerogative 
beyond that of his predecessors, and showmg that he 
can determine accordiag to his own will more absolutely 
than any of his contemporaries. Absolute power is 
wbat all ambitious princes aim at, and thirst to enjoy 
it. This the world may see is the darling passion of 
the vicious great; and this was the misfortune diat at- 
tended Sac(^auvor ; at least that part of it which vFa3 
under t^ inmiediate jurisdiction of Rer Trimmonon- 
ga^revo c for the other lords, his sons and nephews, were 
as humane as those in any other part of the island ; but 
the authority he had usurped had qoade him so haugh^ 
and ififtpeprioMS, that to show he could act as he pleased, 
and was Aot io be governed by the traditional laws, 
when an ambassador or any strangers were at his town, 
he would Qtdex some one jo^ other of any two contend- 
ing parties to immediate execution for very trivial 
fatdts, and sometimes lor none at all. This barbarous 
disposition, however, did not appear till he was suffi- 
ciently established in bis government; and then several 
instances of his cruelty were too conspicuous. By these 
vile actions he lost the love of many of his subjects, 
who withdrew to live under more humane sovereigns. 
§ome quite abandoned the country, and went to his 
brothers sonToakofiu; thoi^h they might have beep 
tolerably safe with his sons and nephews. And this is 
the onl^ remedy which these people have against 
arbitrary power ; i(x they have no notion of a Jtu eU- 
vinum, as we call it^ nor think themselves obUged by 
the laws of religipn to suffer any impositions. The 
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lotds 1ik6\vise have contracted a very laudable and 
humane custom of being extremely fond of relieting 
9uch as are distressed, even though tiiere has beeii 
enmity before. This was deaftn Crindo's son's case when 
he fled to Antenosa, and this very king's brother, Rer 
Mimebolambo's, when he fled to Feraignher ; and to 
this generous virtue my ovm deliverance was principally 
owing. 

I was one day in this king's presence when there was 
a crowd about him, and upon his coughing and fetch- 
ing his breath a little uneasily, the people fell immedi- 
ately prostrate on the erouna. The reason, as I under- 
stood afterwards was, because not lone before, in such 
a fit of short breathing, he took up a olunderbuss and 
discharged it among them without speaking a word, or 
making any other excuse, when he had thus killed two 
or three of his attendants, than " why did they stifle 
him ?" I never saw such abject slavery oh the island 
before ; and yet to do him justice I must sa)r he was 
far from being in all his actions and resolutions a bloody 
tyrant ; for, two or three instances of severe executions 
only excepted. Which he ordered out of ostentation, 
his other barbarities were only now and then the 
effects of his inordinate passion ; which, indeed, grew 
Worse as he advanced iti years. It must be acknow- 
ledged that he directed corporal punishments oftener 
than were practised in any other country. Here was 
during my residence amongst them, a woman Who com- 
plaiura to him against another for robbing one of his 
wives, who was her mistress ; but upon examination 
the accuser was found a very sorry creatutie, and one 
whose ears had been cut off for a former misdemeanour. 
Some ambassadors being then present, the wicked 
wretch made choice of that time to accomplisli th« end 
of her malice the more effectually ; for as the people 
expected a bloody decision, so it happened ; yet one 
can hardly pronounce it was unjust though very severe ; 
for after hearing, with a great deal of patience, all that 
she alleged, and inquiring into every minute circum- 
stance of the case, he ordered the base accuser to be 
2b2 
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carried off and killed directly. The person so unjustly 
accused desired to have the liberty or being the execu- 
tioner herself, with which he complied, and gave her a 
sword for that purpose. She soon overtook Uie proper 
officer, who, seeing the king^s sword, held the cnminal 
while the other cut her throat. These are instances 
sufficient to show the virtues and vices, as well as the 
singular disposition of this extraordinary king. 

During my stay here I saw William Purser, the in- 
terpreter, and several others of Feraignher ; and among 
the rest my old friend Ry-Nanno, (Rer Vovvem's am- 
bassador to deaan Crindo, who was the first that 
directed me to Feraignher,) came to pay me a visit. 
He lived as great as in his own country, having volun- 
tarily followed some of his fEimily who were taken 
prisoners. 

Rer Vove was now on his return home, and my 
countryman and I were to part, which we did with no 
small reluctance ; yet not before we had given each 
other full instructions where to find our respective 
friends, whoever should be so happy as to i^jeach England 
first, which proved to be his gooa fortune. 

Some few days after we were got home the two 
Amboer-larabo ambassadors, who were at Moherbo. 
being on their return into their own country, and pass- 
ing through our town, Rer Vove prevailed on them to 
stay a night with him, and allotted them a commodious 
apartment, to which they invited me, and seated me on 
their own mat between them. Their curiosity, they 
said, led them to inquire after the manners and customs 
of my country in general, and of rav own adventures 
in particular. I gratified them in the best manner I 
could, or rather so as they were best capable of under- 
standing me. For as to the largeness and grandeur of 
our court, city, fleets, armies, &c., on all which I expa- 
tiated, they would give no credit to it, and looked upon 
it only as a mere romance. In my turn I asked them 
where their country lay. They told me it was a moun- 
tainous inland place, divided into two kingdoms^ 
called Amboer-lambo wiuch were governed by two 
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brothers. Hiey had vast large ears, with silrer plates 
in them that glittered like comets. I was very desirous 
to know how they came so. Th^ informed rae tfjat 
when they are young a smaH hole only is made at first 
and a piece of lead put imo it ; when the wound is 
healed they have a small spring-ring pijrt into it, which 
extends it by degrees, and after this another, till thie 
hole is as large as 'they think convenient ; tlhen they 
place these silver plates in it, which are neaily made, 
and exactly fitted to the hole, with great precaution for 
fear of breaking it. Some of these bo^es in their ears 
are so large, that a woman may put her hand through 
it. They have several artificers among themselves who 
make these orfiaments. The poorer sort, they said, 
who could not afford silver, had them of tutanag; 
which they catt ferochfutey. tbey Came into this 
country to trade chiefly in iron, of which they make 
abundance; however, they bring great quantities of 
silk likewise. Their rallies are vety foggy and marshy, 
unwbolesorae for caittle, alifi trot fit to be inhabited, so 
that Ihey'buy cattle. The taotmtains are so stony, that 
they have scarcely earth st^cient for the foundations 
of their houses. Kliey 'told me moreover, that Rer 
Trimmonongarevo will not setl them any gtms, nor suf. 
fer his people to supply them with fi:re-arms. Before 
the Eurc^eans had stodced the island with guns, they 
were too strong for the Saccalauvors in deaan Lohe- 
fute's time ; "but this king is a(t present too powerfuil. 
They have (they said) a trade sometimes to Mattatanna 
and Antenosa ; but not sufficient to famish them with 
arms and ammunition. I observed, that metals of all ^ 
kinds were commodities they dealt in. 

Hitherto 1 lived pretty well; and indeed for abouft 
three months afterwards ; at whid) time a ship came to 
Yong-Owl to trade. Her name (as I have since been 
informed) was the Clapham-galley, captain Wilks com- 
mander. Those who had slaves to sell carried them 
down to the sea-side. My master was likewise pre- 
paring some for that purpose ; the thought of it almost 
transported me, yet i could not tell how to make my 
2 B 3 
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request known. At length I made my application ta 
my friend Guy, and having expostulated the case with 
him and his wife, I prevailea on him to solicit my 
master that I might be sent down and sold to the cap- 
tain ; he made the motion accordingly one evening m 
my absence. And it was happy n>r me that I was 
abroad, for had it not been for tlie mediation of some 
friends he would have found me out and shot me di- 
rectly. As soon as I came to him he ordered me to 
deliver him my gun, saying, I was a prisoner of war, 
and a slave too ; and he would make me know as much. 
As for Will, he was an unfortunate youth indeed, and 
was left by mere accident upon the shore; there is a 
wide difference between his case and yours. Upon 
which he called his cook; V Here, Mechorow," said he, 
^ take care of this white captive ; and see that he, like 
other slaves, obeys vour orders." Mechorow did not 
&il to observe his instructions, and was the severer 
upon me, because there was a time when I had autho- 
rity over him. He frequently made me carry an iron 
pot on my head, when Ker Vove and his wife took their 
pleasure on the islands in the middle of the river Mer- 
nee ; where one while he would go to kill wild-fowl^ 
and at another to destroy alligators. But before the 
ship set sail I endeavoui^d to inform the captain by 
this stratagem. I took a satter-leaf, which was about 
two inches broad, apd a foot and a half long, and mariced 
upon it these words following. Robert Drury, son of 
Mr. Drury, living at the Kin^s Head in the Old Jewry ; 
now a slave on the island of Madagascar in the country 
of Morandavo, or Yong-owl. I desired the fevour of 
* one who was going to the sea-side to deliver this leaf 
to the first white man he saw ; but when he returned I 
asked him what answer he had ? ** None at all,'' said he, 
** for I suppose the white man did not like it, since he 
threw the leaf away ; though I am sure it vras as good, 
if not better, than that which you gave me. Tis true, 
I dropped yours, but then I puU^ one of the best I 
could find from off a tree.^ My heart was ready to break 
^i this disappointment; whereupon I turned from him^ 
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and went directly into the woods to vent my grief in 
tears. I heard soon after, that Will. Thombury was 
discharged ; I was then in^ some hopes that by his 
means my redemption might be accomplished. But to 
my no small mortification I soon heard the ship had 
sailed, and not one word of me mentioned. This drove 
me almost to madness, and what could be the reason 
why the captain should take no notice of me, I cannot 
conceive ; tor Will. Thombury, doubtless, would have 
mentioned me to him. 

Not long after this I was taken with a violent pain in 
my bones ; which at first I took for a cold. But it in- 
creased to that degree that I could not walk without 
crutches. This disease continued three months succes- 
sively, and then I began to haveiarge boib or blotches 
break out all over my body ; my neighbours soon per- 
ceived it was the colah or yaws ; and Rer Vove sent me 
to a Virzimber's house on the banks of Memee, in order 
for a cure. They took the bark of a tree, of which I 
do not recollect the name, steeping it in water. With 
this they washed and bathed me every day, which in a 
few. weeks made my bones much easier; and in a few 
weeks more the blotches died, and wore away ; after 
which I recovered my strength apace. I lived with 
these Virzimbers in all about six months. 

These people are almost of k difierent species from 
the others. Their heads are of a peculiar shape, the 
hinder part and the forehead are almost as flat as a 
trencher : but this I imagine to be unnatural, for it is 
framed thus ^ a daily pressure of their children from 
the cradle. Iheir hair is, neither so long nor so woolly 
as that of the other nations. Their religion, likewise, is 
widely distant from other pe<fple*s. They have no owleys 
-in their houses, but pay an awful regard to the new 
moon, and to several animals ; namely, a cock, a lizard, 
and the like. Whether they think these creatures have 
jipirits or not, or demons that attend them, I cannot 
determine ; for whenever they discoursed amone them« 
selves, it was in a peculiar language, to which I was so 
much a stranger, that I was not able to give a sufficient 
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reason for these particulars. When tiiey seat them- 
selves to their meals, they take a bit of meat, and throw 
it over their heads, saying, "There's a bit for the spirit.'' 
In tiie next place, they cut four little bits more aad 
tbrow to the sovereigns or rulers of the four quarters of 
the earth. Hiis is the constant practice of such as have 
any regard to religious ceremonies, but there are too 
many inrho neglect it, as some in Europe, and look on 
saying grade at iSieir metis, as an idle fashion. Tbey 
dress their victuals much.more agreeably than the other 
][ieople ; for they always boil pUmtains or potatoes wiUi 
their meat, and make good soup, and well thidceued as 
iltiey do in Europe. 

They make curious earthen^waie, sJtk as pots» dishes, 
tod jugs, glazing iheilk both v?iltun and without ; and 
are very ingenious artificers in many other partkulaR. 
tliough their ingenuity was superior, yttt I eould tiOft 
oerceive ^ey ever formed themselves k)tb regular king* 
doms, or into large commonwealUiS, btk herded ttoge* 
l!her in towns ; eadi town being a distinct mul mdepeod^ 
ent republic, wliich too ofteto pretAnced quarrels and 
bloodshed, t>ne Itttle town standilig m «^ipositi<yn to 
another* There 'bein^ rib general litw <k government 
which coiAd settle their fust daMs,'0r determtine any 
nnhappy dissension^ betweeh bne UPim and anotber $ 
till l!h^ in (his 'part riiaide ftie^ TrimMbnon^iYevo their 
patroti and protedolr, Whrfhit ^ifthers put tlttfit mhtH 
con^dence in deaan Tokeofftt. Theveaire mdre ofilicm 
to 1 halve heard, itt other psirtB of the ^slatnd, scatlsred 
trp «ind down, Who shift tbetr 1iaA>i(atiOn<s; wUich tfeKB^ 
^efe wont to do formerly. ^1% ^i^ easy toatteir «o de- 
termitie whether these are nbt ^ oilf insd nt^ves, or 
fir^ inhabitants df Aie land. I obsei'ved here, tWt dl^ 
ference in t^igion was fooAred ilp<m as no crime, n<ir 
tmy oflftfnce to 6ne aindther. Moreover, thitt they, Mse 
the oiheis, have lio priests. 

Having now in great ftieasnre tetJbvei^ my strength^ 
I began to reflect on *e misery of returning to my fop. 
mer slavery ; ahd for that reason, after sOMe oonfliet 
with myself, I determined to 'tita the risk of throwing 
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myself at Rer Moume's feet, to beg his protection, be 
the consequence what it would ; death being preferable 
to perpetual slavery. Having imbibed this notion, I 
desired my landlord one morning to put me over the 
water in his canoe ; for I would willingly pay a visit to 
a friend on that side, it not being above two hours' walk 
to Rer Moume's town. 

At my arrival I found him sitting under a kind of 
pent-house, vnih his wives round about him. I laid 
down, and licked his feet, then rising upon my knees, 
I lifted up my hands, and sued to him for mercy and 
protection from the ill treatment of my master Rer 
Vove ; he having made the most abject slave of me, for 
only desiring a friend to beg of him to sell me (not to 
make a present of me) to my own countrymen ; that I 
might see my dear parents once more, from whom I had 
been absent so many years. My master insisted thai 
I was his slave, his prisoner of war, though I was there 
no otherwise than Will, was here, a poor unhappy 
creature wandering about till I could find an opportu- 
nity to get to my native country, and was no enemy of 
his, neither was I taken in arms. Should you deliver 
me up to him, he would doubtless kill me, and there will 
be an end of all my sorrows ; but I live in hopes of 
finding mercy from you. I soon perceived that my 
mournful tale afiected him ; for the tears stood in his 
eyes, and some of the women actuallv wept. He bid 
me rise, and be assured that he would not deliver me 
up to Rer Vove. ** Should my kinsman (says he) want 
slaves to do his work (though I know the contrary) I 
will send him two or three in your stead. Be not 
afraid, I will both protect and provide for you.*' Then 
tOming to one of his consorts, '* HereRy Anracker,'' says 
be, '' do you from henceforth be Robin's mother ; and 
take care he wants for nothing. All I shall desire bt 
you (said he to me) will be to look after my chest of 
arms, which are a. hundred or more in number; «ind 
see that my flints and shot are all kept in order, and 
you shall have servants too to do the virork.*' Then call- 
ing a slave^ he gave him directions to build me a house 
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nett to my mother's within the palisade. In two day» 
I was a hodsekeeper. Hy Anzacker proved very kind 
to me, and I nerer walked out witltout my gun in my. 
haiad like a freeman. 

In a few days after several messengers <Sam6 from 
Rer Vove to Rier Moume. I was by when, in their 
lord's name, they demanded his white slate. Rer 
Moume examined them first, to know if what I had told 
was matter of fact; and when he found it w«»» '^ I aa 
sorry (said he) my kinsman is so rash and thoughtless 
a young man to act after this manner. Did any ond 
ever see before a white man a slave to a black man'a 
cook-slave ; unless it was among the worst of brutes in 
that unpolished country Anterndroea? It vi^aft a very 
unjust thing to force him from Feraignher ; and whe& 
be was here, it would have been the part of a wise and 
honest man to have presented Robin to the English 
captain, and made a merit of taking care of him. In 
so doing he had done a generous action, and it would 
have reflected an honour on himself, and on us all. He 
should recollect the many benefits we have received 
from the English, and that vrt wete insulted by aU owf 
neighbours, till they furtiished us with anns* Herei 
take this woman-slave, and give her to hiioEi ; she is abld 
to do more service than Robing in case he wuits work 
firom him. As for my part, I shall make no slave of 
him, I'll assure you ; he may go wheti he will, and live 
vThere he Will ; even with Reir Vove, if he thinks proper; 
and does not care to live with me. However, I shall 
not consent to that, unless I am well satisfied of his 
being more courteously treated. Here, take the womaft 
in his stead." They came again the next day With the 
woman, and renewed their yesterday's demand; to 
which he gave an answer in direct tems^ that they 
should not have me. 

I was treated here in a most courteous manner by all 
the king's wives ; but paHiculariy by my mother, Ry 
Anzacker ; they taking great delight in the many stories 
I told them of my misfortunes and adventured. I used 
requently to go whh Rer Moume to a spacious lake 
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tHuch had islands in it, seYerad miles round, oalled the 
Kereendea. This plaee Yisa foimerly drowned by the 
Meraee's breakung its banks. Rer Moume was always 
carried in a Tehiae, not much unlike a sedan ; and had 
a canoe large enough to hold twenty men, in which 
was a seat made on purpose for him, he not being able 
to sit, as other people did, upon the floor. Several 
other canoes of ten and five hands, and some small 
ones of two, used to accompany him. Our principal 
employments were fishing and fowling; in which the 
Virzimbers are very dexterous, making nets of various 
kinds, and also fidihooks for angling, whidi was Rer 
Moume's favourite diversion. His son, Rer Chulu, 
would often divert himself with killing alligators ; and 
the weapon he generally used was a harpoon, with a 
head fixed on it, and a rope fastened to the steel and 
staff both. Being thus fiimished vrith tackle, they pa^ 
die along die water towards the alligator, whom they 
generally espy at a distance ; for they keep their noses 
above water, and appear like a floatrog cake of cow- 
dung. When they come within ten or a dozen yards 
of him, he siidLS to the bottom, and crawls a good way 
before he stops ; but his path is discovered l^ a bubble 
that rises up, and where it stands they strike ; for they 
wiH lie flat on thdr bellies with their sides jpressed out, 
where they hear a noise ; so that th9f are often stabbed 
with the narpoon. Though should it light on their 
backs, or heads, it will ma£e no more impression than 
it would on a rock. The Virzimbers make a net of 
ropes, with large meshes, and with these they some- 
times take them ; they also take them with snares made 
of spring-sticks, which draw up a noose in a rope; 
these they place m the mouth of a rivulet, or smsdl 
canal. And by these methods I have known Rer Chulu 
and his company kiU twenty or thirty altigators in a day. 
Rer Moume made me a present of three cows, whidi 
calved in four months. He asked me why I did not 
marry ? jl tdd him I could not well maintain a wife, 
and that at present I lived very well, and much better 
than I coula with a ^K^man to provide for. He said, 
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it was not looked upon as decent for a man to live 
single ; and as for her maintenance, 1*11 not only put it 
in your power to do that, but recommend one to you 
likewise. S6 as I perceived be was serious, I was soon . 
persuaded ; but with this proviso, that he should not 
compel the woman, but ask her consent, and leave it to 
her own choice ; to which he readily agreeds. So send- 
ing for one who was an attendant on my mother, he 
opened the case to her and told her she should be my 
wife if she thought fit; and bid her speak her mind 
freely ; for he did not intend she should submit to it 
throueh any compulsion. But vnth an air of cheerful- 
ness &e said she approved of the motion. Upon this 
Ry Anzacker took her back again, to dress her up very 
fine with beads, and a new silk lamber, &c., and pre- 
sented her to me. I desired that the prince would 
make a formal marriage of it, by taking hold of her 
hand first ; and then asking us both, if we gave our 
mutual consent ? And then by giving her hand into 
mine : all which he readily gratified me in, with abun- 
.dance of affability and good nature, and was very 
merry ; as the women were, likewise, according to cus- 
tom on such occasions. The Isulies attended us home, 
but not empty handed ; for they gave us a large quan- 
tity of such kind of furniture as we principally wanted. 
The prince too gafie me the day following a plantation 
with riee and potatoes, &c. growing upon it, and fit to 
dig. He gave me, moreover, a slave, a boy about six- 
teen years of age ; and in a short time, he sent me with 
others to fetch away some cattle from a man, who, upon 
examination before him, had been found guilty of steal- 
ing several from his neighbours ; for which facts he veas 
fined twenty beeves. This was thefbst time I was ever 
sent on such an errand, though not the last ; and people 
of the best rank are fond of ttiis employment ; for they 
never fftil of a good present for their trouble. He gave 
me, likevnse, a cow vnth her calf, and a young bull of 
three years old. Whenever I went on any such occa- 
sions afterwards, I never had less than one beast for 
jny labour, and sometimes two ; so that I grew rich and 
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sent most of my cattle four miles off,- agreeing with a 
roan to give him the tithe calf of such as he should rear 
for me, keeping three cows only at home for milk. So 
that now I liv^ as happily as the country could afford 
me ; nay, so much to my satisfaction, that had I not a 
desire to see my parents once again, I question whether 
I should ever have taken any pains to get to England ; 
and even when I wished for it, I v^as perfectly easy ; 
since I was assured that Will. Thombury would inform 
my friends where I was, and how the world went with 
me. 

Some months after this, Rer Vove sent word that he 
purposed to pay his uncle a visit ; upon which I went 
directly to Rer Moume, and told him, I was going for 
three or four days to pay my respects to his son Rer 
Chemunghoher. '' I know (said Rer Moume) what you 
mean, but you have no occasion to fear Rer Vove ; for 
he shall never have you against your will." And at the 
same time he persuaded me to stay and see him, which 
I did. After some previous discourse about business, 
and they had drunk a cup or two of toake together, he 
cast bis eyes on me, and told his uncle he was surprised 
that he should use him in so uncivil a manner, as to 
detain his slave. Rer Moume replied, he was not con- 
scious of keeping any slave of his from him, and if he 
would nominate the person, he should be instantly re- 
stored. " Why there he stands," says Rer Vove. " I hope 
(says the uncle) you don't mean Robin, the white man. 
Is he a slave of yours? I am ashamed of your impru- 
dence to say so. Is it not to the white men, but more 
especially to his countrymen, the English, that we are 
indebted for the riches we enjoy ? We, who formerly 
were insulted by the Amboerlambo people, and other 
nations around us, are by these Englishmen's guns made 
too powerful for them ; andf by the beads, looking- 
glasses, &c., which they bring in plenty, our late ene- 
mies are fond of our friendship and traffic. And don't . 
you think it a fine story for Will, to tell, that one of his 
countrymen, who happened to be shipwrecked in this 
country, was made a slave of by a black lord of Moran- 
2 c 
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davo? But to satisfy you that I doD*t treat him like a 
slave, he is at his liberty to go this moment where he 
pleases ; and take his wife, his slave, and his cattle with 
nim ; nay^ back with you, if you can prevail on him so 
to do ; and give me your word and hopour that you 
will make him a freeman.*' After this manner he argued 
with his nephew, and reproached him with indiscretion 
as well as inhumani^, by treating a man in distress 
with too much severity, till he convinced him of his 
mistake ; insomuch tl^U he desired I would come and 
see him in the evening, which I did. At my entrance 
into the house X lidiLed his knee as a testimony of my 
respect ; but not his feet, to let him see that I knew I 
was a freeman. He used many arguments to induce 
roe to live with )\im, and made me very large promises ; 
which, probably, he might have performed : for he was 
no vile person, but only too rash and inconsiderate. 
He also set Guy to influence me, if possible, who made 
use of one engaging argument ; namely, that Rer Vove 
intended to travel mto the dominions of other princes, 
out of curiosity to see their various manners and cus- 
toms. I told Guy the true reason, why I would not 
consent to it ; which was that I was much nearer the 
sea now than when with them ; and that I did not ques- 
tion but Rer Moume would send me home by the first 
ship that came. After this I sat and drank toake with 
them, then took my leave, and was returning homeward, 
but Rer Vove followed me and desired I would never 
mention his amour with his kinsman's wife ; which I 
assured him I never would whilst I lived in the country; 
and so we parted good friends. It v^ill not be impro- 
per, I presume, to make one cursory remark h&re, 
which is, that this gay young gentleman was highly to 
be commended for so readily conceding to his uncle's 
arguments, attending to what he said with reverence, 
and being convinced by reason. 

Thus I lived vnth Rer Moume as easy and happy as 
he could possibly make me ; and the only mistortune 
that now attended me, was my residence in a foreign 
country. But my hard destiny had still one melan- 
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cholv scene or danger more to afiright me with before 
I left this island ; and it was as horrible and shocking 
to human nature, as any I had hitherto undergone ; and 
the more so, because altogether unexpected, not only 
by myself, but by every one else ; which was &us intro- 
duced. There lived at Moherbo, one Francisco, an in- 
offensive man, born in the East Indies, of Portuguese 
parents ; but as black as most of them. He had lived 
here many years to his satisfaction, never proposing to 
remove from off the island ; he had been taken by pi- 
rates, who, at his request, set him ashore. This man. 
though a surgeon (as he said) by profession, had a 
mechanical head, especially to carpenters* and joiners' 
business, and had furnished himself with tools for his 
purpose ; and used frequently to oblige the princes and 
lords with making them chests, &c. Rer Moume sent 
and desired him to get leave of Rer Trimmonongarevo 
to come and make him one ; which he did. As this ar- 
tificer spoke the Madagascar language freely, we were 
agreeable companions. He told me, as part of his se- 
cret history „that he was violently in love with a young 
woman, whose parents, though they were not inclined 
to the match, did not positively give him a denial. 
Afler he had stayed here nearly two months, and finished 
what Rer Moume had to do, he was dismissed with a 
generous reward. 

When he had been some months at l^me, with Rer 
Moume's leave I went to visit him at Moherbo, and 
found him very ill and melancholy, his mistress in his 
absence having married another person, which he took 
to heart. He had made her several presents during 
his courtship, and received her promise of marriage, 
which, on his ill treatment, he demanded of her parents 
again, and on their refusal complained to the king ; he 
being in esteem and always near his person. His 
request was rejected, the king saying, he would never 
compel parents to dispose of their children against 
their inclinations. Upon which, Francisco said indis- 
creetly in the king's hearing, that as soon as he was 
recovered of his illness, he .Mtf)uld leave Moherbo, and 
2c2 
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live under Rer Moume. I bad been bere but a few 
days before he began to gather strength, and then he 
and I went to the king's court. As I iivas standing by 
him the king cast an angry eye upon me, and asked, 
who that white man was with his gun upon his shoul- 
der ? Francisco answered, " It is Rer Moume*s white 
man, who came to give roe a visit." " Is it so," said he, 
" then I know what he wants. Come hither. What is 
your business here; pray ?" I, being conscious of his 
barbarous disposition, answered in a faint and trem- 
bling voice, " Only to vbit my sick friend." " Yes," replied 
the king, " your friend there, in my hearing, said he 
would go to your master Rer Moume, as soon as he 
was recovered, and I suppose you are come to con- 
duct him thither ; but I will spoil your project. Here, 
Mesoro," calling to the officer, *^ take this white slave to 
the place of execution, despatch him presently and 
bring his gun to me." The people were struck with 
surprise as well as myself; however, I was led out for 
execution, and multitudes followed me, some of whom 
desired to shake hands with me, and take their leave 
of me, which the executioner permitted'. I was so 
shocked with the tiger-like leap which this savage 
brute made at my life, that I became stupid, not know- 
ing whether I was in a dream, till I came to the place 
of execution, where I saw the bones of several wretches 
lie unburied. Rousiiig from my lethargy, I began to 
weep piteouslf, and to pray to God to receive «iy soul. 
What a shocking turn of fortune was this I that one 
who but some few minutes before was surrounded by 
his friends, one whose mind was innocent and free 
from evil, whose actions were inoffensive, and of 
whom no man could justly complain, should, in a mo- 
ment, be doomed to die an ignominious death by the 
hands of a common executioner, like a vile malefactor, 
on no other account, than to gratify the resentment of 
an old, doating, choleric savage. While I was thus 
bemoaning my hard fate, and the people pitying my 
deplorable case, instead of falling on the monster, and 
freeing themselves and me from his tyranny, a voice 
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was heard at a distance, '' Stay, stay, don't kill Robin.'' 
The words wfere soon repeated, and me messenger came 
forward with otders to bring me back; at which the 
people gave a general shoiit for joy. When I came 
before the king, not only his principal wife, but the 
rest of them were on their knees, with tears in their 
eyes ; nay, some men too were expostulating with him, 
telling him he would bring irretrievable ruin and deso- 
lation on his country ; the fatal effects of which his 
great grandchildren would certainly feel, when the 
white men should hear of his barbarity to one of their 
countrykien, who had done nothing to deserve it. This, 
at length, assuaged the heat of his fury ; telling me I 
might thank my friends, or I had been dog's meat by 
this time. " However," says he, " I will mortify your 
pride still." " Here," says he to three men, " take him 
fettered as he is, and carry him and his gun to Rer 
Moume, and pray tell my son I expect he should treat 
him like a a slave as he is, and not let him strut about 
like a lord, with his gun upon his shoulder.^' Here- 
upon, I fell prostrate on the ground and licked his 
feet, the people making signs to me so to do. Upon 
this he bid me thank his women; I then paid my respects 
to ^y Chemotoea and two or three more, and did so 
with all sincerity, for it was to theit entreaties I owed 
my life. 

We went directly oti our journey, and evenr town 
we passed through, the people asked with astonishment, 
what crime the white man had been guilty of, that he 
should be thus bound ? To whom my guard without 
palliating the case in the king's favour told the truth, 
tor which every one seemed to pity me, and resent the 
king*s ill usage of me. At night when we came to lie 
down to rest, they asked me whether I would have my 
hands untied or not ? I asked them what were their 
orders ; they said, " their orders were to keep me bound.** 
"Then," said I," though it is somewhat painful to me, yet 
you shall not Imzard your lives for my ease." So 1 lay 
as well as I could all night, and the next day travelled 
in the same manner; every now and then looking be- 
2 c3 
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hmd me ^ith fear, lest he should change his mind, and 
send some one after ns to despatch me, fos I could, not 
think myself safe till I saw Rer Moume again. 

As we walked alone, my guards told me I was the 
first who ever returned alive from the place of execu- 
tion ; which I could not but impute to an all-wise and 
overruling Providence. They told me likewise, that he 
stabbed one of his chief wives, though when his passion 
was over he repented it, for yielding to an effort of 
nature, whilst his head was in her lap with intention to 
sleep. Another instance of his inhumanity, though at- 
tenaed with some justice, was, in ordering one of his own 
sons to be extended on a mat, and his throat to be cut 
before his fiice, for being too free with one of his wives. 

We could not reach to our journey's end this evening 
by two hours' walk, so we rested, and the next morning 
we set out early and arrived safely at our town ; where 
the people were all surprised to see me thus bound and 
guaraea. Some ran before to inform the prince, who, 
before we came within his palisade, was sitting with 
his wives and several others round about him in great 
expectation. As soon as the men were seated, they 
told their message; I stood all the while with my hands 
bound behind me. After he had examined into the 
affair, and found how the case was, his countenance 
fell, the tears one while stood in hb eyes as he viewed 
me with pity ; anon he frowned with indignation, the 
women too shared in my distress. ** And is this all,^ 
says he, '* the poor man has been so severely used for? 
Robin, come hither, I will show you how much I 
regard my father's advice in this case." Upon which 
he unloosed my hands, and ordered one of nis attend- 
ants to fetch him a fine silk lamber, which he would 
make me put on directly ; then taking my gun from 
the men, he gave it me again ; and ms^le me a present 
besides of six cows. I told him the messengers had 
been very civil to me, for which he not only thanked 
them, but made them a present of an ox. " It is my 
father, I own," says he, "who has done this : for that rea- 
son I shall restrain my resentment and say little of it ; 
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but had any other man, though a near relation^ nay, 
my own son; acted in this manner, be should have felt 
the weight of my anger." My wife came and licked my 
feet, expressing both her concern for my ill treatment, 
and her joy for my return. This was about fifteen 
months from the first time I came to Rer Moume. 

I was now possessed of nearly thirty head of cattle, 
and lived in affluence and ease. I killed a young 
bullock, and the part I kept to myself I flead, and 
salted after the English mode ; of the tallow I made as 
good candles as I could. That part which I gave to 
my neighbours had the skin on, for we have the same 
friendly customs here as in other parts of the island* 
neither do their manners diflPer, except in the idle cus 
tom of the royal families killing catUe. Here they eal 
8wine*s flesh, and think it as good as other provision. 
Rer Chulu kept a pack of dogs on purpose to hunt 
wild boars, but they are not of the hound Kind. Their 
religion is the same exactly, and their superstitious 
regard to unlucky days and hours, implicitly believing 
all the umossee telb them ; insomuch, that numbers of 
poor children are privately murdered, who are born on 
an Alhaida or a Jumor, which are Sunday and Friday ; 
for when I came on bcMurd the ship, I carmlly remarked 
how the days answered with ours; and found that 
Alhaida was Sunday ; Alletenine, Monday ; Talewter, 
Tuesday; Alarrerlire, Wednesday; Comemeeshey, 
Thursday ; Jumor, Friday ; and Sarbuchee, Saturday. 
Though these denominations are used throughout the 
island, yet they regard no one day more than another, 
only as they imagine some to be lucky and others un- 
lucky, for they have no notion of a sabbath- amongst 
them. Rer Moume, having lost the use of his limbs, 
sent all over the island for the most fiimous umossees 
he could hear o^ to consult with them for relief; they 
being physicians as well as prophets. One of them, 
during my stay here, confined nim for two months, 
bathing, sweating, and cupping him to little or no 
Durpose; however, he made him ample satisfaction 
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for his trouble, as he did all others who did him aiijr 
serrice. 

I lived with Rer Moume about two jears and a half 
in all, at the end of which term, news was brought that 
two ships were arrived at Yong-Owi to trade. I was 
overjoyed to hear it, and flattered myself that W. 
Thombury had not forgotten me. They stayed there 
several days, and slaves were sent to be sold, and guns 
and other goods were returned for them. I was at a 
loss how to break my mind to Rer Moume, hoping he 
would say something to me of his own accord ; but as 
I was sitting with bim one evening, two men came in 
with a basket of palmetto leaves sewed up, and deli- 
vered it to the pnnce ; who opened it and finding a 
letter, asked the men, what ihev meant by giving him 
that ? ** The ca|itain,'' they sJud, •* gave it us for your 
white man ; but we thought proper to let you see it 
first.'* « Pray,** says he, " give ft him all.'^ «* Here, 
Robin, your countrymen have sent you a present, 
what it is I don't know, but to me it seems of very 
little value." Accordingly I took the basket, and with 
the letter there were pens, ink, and paper, in order for 
ray returning an answer. The superscription was this : 

**To Robert Drury, on the island of Madagascar.'^ 

I was so astonished, that at first I had not power to 
open it, concluding I was in a dream ; but at length, 
recovering my surprise, and after a little recollection I 
opened it, and found it came from captain William 
Macket The contents whereof were to the effect fol- 
lowing:— 

** That he had a letter on board from mj father, with 
full instructions as well from him as his owners, to 
purchase my liberty let it cost what it would. And in 
case I could not possibly come down myself, to send 
him word the reason of it, and nHiat measures he should 
take to serve me.'' 

Rer Moume perceived that ray countenance changed. 
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whilst I was readine the letter, and asked me what was 
the matter ? I told him, that the captain desir^ to 
speak with me, and that my fieither had sent for me 
home, and hoped that he would please to give his con- 
sent. << How do YOU know all tnis V^ says the prince, 
"can you conjurer* Then turning to the messengers, 
" Have you, pray, heard any thing like this V* " Yes," said 
they, "it is all the discourse at the seaside, that Robin's 
&ther sent both these ships for him, and more than all 
this, the king your father expects him there with your 
leave, and desires to see him before he goes to the ship/^ 
Rer Moume took the letter, and turning it over and 
over said, he had heard of such methods of conveying 
intelligence to one another, but never actually saw it 
before, and could not conceive which way it could be 
done without conjuration. I endeavoured to demon- 
strate to him, as well|pis I could, how we learned in 
our infancy the characters first, and then we put them 
together. " But,'' says he, " I presume you have no incli- 
nation to leave us now, since you live here so much at 
your ease ; you have several cattle and a slave, and if 
▼ou shall want more you shall have them, you shall 
have too as many wives as you please, and be a great 
man." I begged him to make my case his own, and 
that he would please to consider whether he should not 
be desirous of seeing his parents and native country, 
had he been absent so long as I had ? "I think I should," 
he^d, "and therefore I will take it into consideration, 
and ask my wives' advice about it, and give an answer 
in the morning.'' 

My readers may easily imagine what a night of 
disoider this was to my mind, agitated with hopes on 
one hand and with fears on the other ; however, I took 
care to attend him as soon as ever he was stirring, and 
seated with his wives about him. After he had looked 
steadfastly on me for sometime, " Robin,'* says he, "I 
have opened your aiair to my wives here, and your 
mother Ry Anzackar, and one or two more, consent to 
vour going, but the rest are all against it; however, 
let them speak for themselves, it is out of respect to 
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yoa that they are deiirons you should continue amongst 
themA Upon this, I turned towards them, and without 
waiting to near what they had to offer, begged them to 
consider, as they were mothers, whether or no, if a 
ehild of theirs was in a strange counti^, they should 
not have an earnest inclination to see him, and he 
them ? Hereupon the prince told me, if I was willing 
to stay, he would all along, as he had hitherto done, 
treat me like his own son, but he would not make use 
of compulsion, so that if I was resolutely bent on going 
he would dismiss me. Moreover, he told me, that my 
slave should go with me ; that as to my cattle, they 
were mine to dispose of as I pleased. I replied, if 
he was so good as n6t to take my cattle from me, 
though they were in feet his own, they might still re- 
main there as they were marked for mine ; for I was 
fully determined to make one fbyage more here, in 
hopes of having it in my power to make him some 
amends for the great care he had taken of me, by 
bringing a ship to traffic with him ; (and in this I was 
very sincere, and afterwards as good as my word.) I 
asked him if he thought proper to demand any con- 
sideration of the captain for my freedom. He answered, 
nothing ; but if my friends would make him a present 
of a good gun, he should accept of the favour, and call 
it Robin in remembrance of me. This noble, generous 
answer, and so prince-like, gave me such transports of 
joy, that I immediately kneeled dovm, and licked his 
feet with the utmost sincerity, as justly thinking I 
could never express my gratitude enough to this good, 
this indulgent prince. He would not dismiss me 
instantly, but did in a day or two after; and ordered 
the messengers to be taken care of in the mean time. 
When the day of my departure came, I had one re- 
maining difficulty to get orer, and that was the parting 
with my wife, the women of the prince's famify, and 
himself, which I did with as much reluctance, as when 
I left my natural parents at my departure from them ; 
and they discovered an equally tender affection for me , 
he would not, however, let us go empty-handed, but 
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ordered an ox for our subsistence on our journey, and 
appointed likewise two of his own {^^le to accompany 
the other two ; and then we set forwanl. 

I had yet one suspicious circumstance still to pass 
ov^, and that was to call on Rer Trimmonoagarevo : 
this gave me no small uneasiness ; but when we came 
near. Moherbo, we were informed that he was gone to 
a place within an hour's walk of the seaside. As soon 
as I approached him, he instantly made an apology 
for his too warm constitution, and confessed tnat he 
had sometimes done mischief in his passion, but hoped 
I would excuse him for what had passed ; and said he 
was loth to let me go till the ship was near upon sailing, 
lest I should prove detrimental to the trade. I told 
hjim, I had no complaint to make, since his son had 
been so indulgent tome; and that if he pleased to 
dismiss me at my friend's request, they would take it 
as a favour ; but should he detain me, when they knew 
I was so near, I did not know what ill consequences 
might ensue thereupon. He kept me, however, this 
njght, but dismissed me with his blessing the next 
morning; praying that God and the demons would 
be my guardians, ailH send me sanly to my native 
country. So I licked his feet and took my last Jewell 
of him, and of this odd and filthy custom likewise. 

When I came down to the seaside, the first man 
who spoke to me was William Purser, my 0I4, ac- 
quaintance in Feraignher ; he came away to live in 
more security and plenty, as well as feveral others ; 
and was at this time interpreter for the trade. Here 
were several houses, but such as the English call huts, 
erected by the inhabitants at a small distance fi-om the 
factory, n)r the more commodious selling of milk and 
other provisions. There I met Mr. Hill, the steward 
of the jDrake, captain Macket's ship, and two or three 
more of their crew, who took me lor a wild man ; and 
in a letter he sent off by a canoe to the captain, he told 
him the wild Englishman was coroe. I desired Wil- 
liam Purser to inform them that I could speak but 
little English ; and though by the conversation I had 
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with William Hiombury I had regained some, yet I ' 
was frequeDtly puzzled for words to speak freely for 
several days. Captain Macket soon came on shore, 
and captain Bloom with him, for here were two ships, 
the Drake and the Sarah. I gazed at them as intently 
as if I had never seen a white man dressed before ; 
and what added to the wildness of my appearaBce« 
was, that I had nothing on but my lamber ; my skin 
being swarthy and full of freckles, and my hair long; 
and matted together, I really made a frightful figure ; 
but they soon restored me to my original form, Mr. 
Hill cut my hair oflf, and ordered me to be shaved, and 
dressed in a neat seaman's habit, light and fit for the 
country. The captain asked me what ransom was 
expected for my freedom? I told him nothing but a 
gun for a present, to be kept in remembrance of me. 
He thereupon picked out a handsome and very good 
Buccaneer gun, as also some powder, flints, and case 
of spirits, as a present to Rer Moume. He gave like- 
wbe knives and beads to his two men, and a small' 
gun to the messengers who went for me. For my own 
part, I presented t)|e captain with my slave Anthony. 
After tnis he gave me the following letter from my 
fother. 

** To Robert Drury, on the island of Madagascar. 
" Loughborough, February 27 th^ 1715. 
" Son Robert Drury, 

''I am informed by one Mr. Thombury, that he left 
you in health <fci the island of Madagascar, which I 
was glad to hear ; my very good friend, Mr. Terry, 
hath a fiiend, commander of a ship, the bearer hereof, 
that hath promised to do all he can to get you vour 
liberty ; I tnerefore desire you to do the captain all the 
service you can in the country ; and so doing you will 
oblige our good friend Mr. Terry, and your ever-lovine 
father till death, " John Drury.'* 

About three days after I went on board ; but the sea 
and change of diet made me very sick for some time ; 
after which the two captains went to Rer Trimmonon- 
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pare^Oy and I with them, in order to settle fiome matters 
in relation to the trade. It is a general custom all over 
the island for the king of each place to make terras^ 
and settle one universsd price, to which all the people 
are obliged to conform ; and this method is, douotlessy 
not only very commodious, but prevents all quarrels 
and ^disorders. They presented the king with a fine 
gun, gilt and japanned. I was the interpreter, and 
though I carried on the correspondence, my dress had 
so altered me in these few days' time, that )ie had no 
notion who I was, .till upon inquiry who that English- 
man vTas who sps^e so well their language, he was 
told it vras Eobin. 

A few days after, there came messengers from Rer 
Moume, desiring the captains to come up the river 
Memee, for he had a great many slaves to sell, but 
being lame he could not take a long journey; however, 
be would come down t8 the banlu of that river, to a 
town near enough for trade. It was agreed that the 
^arah should go, so they ordered a long boat out to 
sound before them ; I went on board, and we sailed 
with a gentle gale, but could find no convenient har- 
bour or road in the mouth of the Memee; however, 
there was a convenient place for anchoring, in a salt- . 
wat^r river, about three leagues on this side; from 
whence the two captains and myself went up in the 
boat a considerable way, till a canoe took us in and 
carried us to the town, where Rer Moume with his 
wives and people were waitine for us. Until I kneeled 
and kissed his knee, he did not know me, for my 
behaviour and gratefiil acknowledgments for his past 
fiivours, he and they soon recollected me, and were 
extremely glad to see me. Here we continued five days 
successively, bought all the slaves they had, and agreed 
to send our long boat once a week as long as we stayed ; 
and then they went on board, weighed anchor, and re- 
turned to their former road at Yong-Owl, where there 
arrived that very day a third ship, that belonged to the 
same owners, called the Mercury, captain White com- 
mander; he had eight or nine natives of Dillagoe in 
2 D 
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Africa on board him, who lived very merrily; they were 
all ft^emen, and went with him the whole voyage, six of 
whom lived to see their native country the next voyage h« 
took, in which I was with him. Soon after this a ketoh 
came in, which was fitted out in order to cruise off the 
coast, and be serviceable in several affurs ; captain Heary 
Macket, the captain^s brother, was the commandsr of 
her; another ship was still expected, but she did not 
arrive till we were at Masseleege, otherwise called 
Munnongaro; they now agreed to separate for the 
more speedy despatch of business. Captain Bloom 
aecordingly had his choice, which was to go to Port 
Dauphine, and captain Macket to Masseleegey where 
we arrived in a week's time, and went several leagues 
up a great river, called Munnonbaugher ; we had a 
fisherman for our pilot, who informed us that the 
king's town was but about three hours' journey up the 
country. The captain asked me, if I would venture 
to go there ; I readily answered, that I would, and that^ 
I was not apprehensive of any danger; so the fisher- 
man setting us ashore we went forward. Before we 
had gone far from the shore, the foherman told me the 
king was gone out to war. Whereupon I flew into a 
great passion, asking him vrhy he imposed upon us ; 
he saia the king's wives would trade with us. I told 
him, we did not want provisions ; and as for slaves 
they had no authority to dispose of them. The man, 
however, prevailed on me to gO' to their town, assuring 
me that four white men lived there, who came firom the 
island of St. Mary's. " Then, I presume, they are 
robbers of ships," said I. " No," he replied, ** not 
now, for they have lived there several years; their 
names are captain Burgess, Zachary, John Pro, and 
Nick." So I walked forwards with my gun on my 
shoulder, and the man carried another. I had also 
several knives and beads, which the captain gave me 
to buy provisions with, though I knew how to live 
without buying any victuals, yet I took them, as thinking 
they would be agreeable presents. 
When I arrived at the town, a man ran before and 
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infonMit Ae king's head eonfiort, whom I shall call 
q ooi% that a ship was arrived, and that one of the 
white men was coming to see her. At my arrival, a 
mat was ready placed for me to sit down on ; no sooner 
was I seated, tnan I heard the queen ask for some of 
the white men to be interpreters between us, and one 
ran that moment to fetch th^. I soon convinced her, 
however, that I wanted no assistants, and delivered my 
message, as ambassador figga. the captain, saving, << I 
was amud no trade could be carried on, as the king was 
absent.** She said, '' she expected him in a fortnight, 
and as there was a great number of slaves to be sold, she 
desired me *o prevail on the captain to stay till bis 
return.'' By this time, came in two white men abreast, 
making a formidable and hostile figure ; upon which I 
codced my gun, laid the other by me, and planted nnr- 
self directly before them. One was John Pro, a Dutc^ 
man, who spoke good English; be was dressed in a 
* short coat with broad plate-buttons, and other things 
answemble, but without either shoes or stockings. In 
his sash, he had stuck a brace of pistols, and held one 
in his hand. The other was in an English dress, and 
had two pistols in his sash, and one in his hand, like 
his companion ; they spoke to me in English, with the 
usual compliment, which I returned ; but Nick looked 
me wishfoUy in the fece, and after a short pause, took 
hold of my hand, saying, ^' Robert Druiy, how have 
you done these many years? My name is Nicholas 
Dove,*' said he, '< I am one of the four boys who were 
saved with you when our ship's company were massa- 
cred in Antemdroea ; and the very 'Same of whom no 
tidings could be given in the conference between deaan 
Grindo and king Samuel.'' Upon this, I went home 
with them after I had finished with the queen, in order 
to know whether captain Madcet would think proper 
to stay so long or not. John Pro assured me it would 
certainly be wdl worth his while; Ibat there Vere a 
great number of slaves whom they wanted to dispose 
of; that the king, deaan Toke-ofiu, was a very honest 
fiir-dealiiuf man, as well as a great prince, and would 
2 d2 
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return in a short time, though not so soon, he feared, 
as the qfoeen said. They were gone to encounter with 
a king to the northward, and about five or six thousand 
of them went all the way up the river in canoes, that 
were large enough to contain about thirty men a piece, 
with their proper accommodations in them, to make 
fires and dress victuals, and such as I had never seen 
any where else. I wrote a letter to the captain the next 
morning, and sent it by tte fisherman, in which I gave 
him a full and particular account of what had passed. 
In his answer, he desired me to send some men to cany 
him up to the town on their shoulders, if a hammock 
affixed to two poles. 

John Pro lived in a very decent manner, and his 
house was fiimished with pewter dishes, a standing-bed 
with curtains, and all other things of the like nature, 
except chairs ; a chest or two, however, served for that 
use well enough. He had an outhouse on purpose for 
his cook-room, and cook-slave's lodging, storehouse, 
and summer house ; all these were enclosed in a pali- 
sade, as most of the ereat men's houses are in this 
country ; for he was ri<m, had many cattle, and several 
slaves. Nicholas Dove, indeed, was not near so rich. 
In the evening came captain Burgess and Zachary : I 
soon understood that these were the sloop's crew, to 
which Arnold and Eglasse the Dutcnman belonged ; 
tod, therefore, gave them the best account I could of 
their fortune in Feraignher. 

Nicholas Dove, however, told me more than I knew 
before, viz.— That he ran away and got to Port Dau- 
phine ; that after the expiration of two years, he got to 
Mattatanna Road, in a large canoe, and there entered 
himself on board a pirate, that cruised principally 
among the Moors, from whom they frequently took 
great riches, and carried them to St. Mary's. This 
place having a good harbour, they made it their settle- 
ment £d general rendezvous. It is a small island, 
but three leagues from Madagascar, in the latitude 
of 16 deg. 33 min. south; but as their ship grew 
old and crazy, and none of the Moorish shi^ which 
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they had taken^ were fit for 4heir business, they being 
also vastly rich, they removed to Madagascar, made 
one Thomas Collins, a carpenter, their governor, and 
built a small fort, which they defended with their 
ship's guns ; but here they led most licentious and pro- 
fligate lives, stealing whatever they could come at, and 
ravishing the wives and daughters of the natives: living 
by this means for some time in a state of perpetual war. 
Upon this, I could not forbear reflecting that deaan 
Memangha was not so much to be blamed in ordering 
Eglasse to be killed for threatening him ; since he had, 
doubtless, a competent knowledge by some means or 
another, to what a crew of vile abandoned wretches he 
once belonged. Nicholas Dowe said, they had not gone 
out a pirating for nine years successively, contenting 
themselves with building a sloop by this governor^ 
assistance, and soon affeer left him and others, and set- 
tled here, where they had continued ever since. By 
him I understood that Mr. Bembo got safe to Englaitd ; 
but captain Drummond was killed before he could get 
off the island^ thou^ the particiilar manner and occa- 
sion, he could not inform me; but they told me one 
remarkable piece of news, namely ,-^that this captain 
Druminond was the very man, for whose murder, and 
his crews, one captain Green, commander of an East- 
India ship^ was nanged in Scotland; whether it be 
truth or not, I cannot determine. All I know of the 
case I have already related, and can only observe, that 
the time^ the name, and the circumstances of his being 
here, where no news of him could be had for seversd 
years, give just grounds for the supposition. But to 
return to my history. 

The C|ueen sent me a calf for a present, and I in re- 
turn, gave her a few knives and beads ; I went to the 
shore with John Pro, to welcome the captain to the 
town. His sucgeon, one Mr. Strahan, was vnth him. 
The queen entertaised them as elegantly as fAii coufld, 
and mutual presents passed in form. 

We returned that evening to the ship, and built a 
.hou^ the next day for the more commoaious carrying 
2 D 3 
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on of trade. Hie natives percemng we were deter- 
mined to stay, they built several others near it, to ac- 
commodate us with rice, milk, fruits, and other neces- 
saries. I went frequently up to the town to hear what 
news I could, but it was a month or more before the 
people came back from the wars ; they came down the 
river in canoes, as they went up, and met with great 
success. At length the king arrived with the corpse of 
his brother, who was killed in the fight. He deferred 
his burial for nearly a fortnight, till he had settled all 
his affairs with us, and had given audience likewise to 
his brother's ambassadors, who were waiting for him. 

As soon as captain Macket heard of his return, he 
came up to town again with a large retinue, and his 
trumpeter sounding before him. They went to J. Pro's 
house whilst I attended on the king, with whom I had 
some very familiar conversation, as he had often heard 
of me ; in tbe conclusion whereof, he told me that he 
desired the captain's patience till he had sent for his 
people about him, and put himself in due order to re- 
ceive him, which, in about two hours* time, he did ; and 
then all we white men, as well captain Burgess, and 
the rest, as those who came widi us, marched two 
abreast, the trumpeter sounding before the captain, 
having a crowd of black mob aft^ us ; the shells blow^ 
ing, and the drums beating at tiie same time in the 
king's palisade by way of compliment. As deaan Toke- 
ofiu well knew how to treat white men, he had ordered 
two stools for the captain and surgeon to sit upon. 
After the mutual compliments were reciprocally passed, 
I being their interpreter, the manner of trade was soon 
settled and adjusted; andithen the captain made a 
present to the king of a gun or two, &c., and the king 
presented him with a slave, &c. He gave me likewise a 

5irl of twelve years old, whom I sold immediately to 
ohn Pro. The captain had thoughts of taking his leave 
this afternoon, but the king prevailed on him to stay 
till the next day, in order to make Ws court look the 
more grand when he received the ambassadors. 
Accordingly, the next day, we were seated in order. 
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ivben the ambassadois came ifvith a numerous retinue^ 
making just such an entry as Rer Vove did before his 
grandfother, ¥?hen he returned from the wars. Some 
capering as they advanced, and firing their guns, and 
then retreating ; others advancing in their places and 
ioing the same. When the principal ambassador ap- 
proached, he kneeled upon one knee, and licked the 
king's knee, saying— 

<* Tyhew an deaan Unghorra en Zaftana Loheiute." 
That is,— 

''The Supreme God \Aesa the progeny of deaan 
Lohefute/' 

Others came after him, repeating the .same words. 
Ibis done, business was now no more talked of, but 
the remainder of the day was spent in compliments and 
drinking of toake ; but our captain took his leave, and 
made dl the haste he could to despatch Uie afiairs of 
trade. The next day they sent down sevend slaves to 
sell, and captain Macket ntted up Burgess's sloop, and 
sent her to fetch the ketch from Yong-Owl; during 
which time, the Henry, captain Harvey, commander, 
arrived; a ship of five hundred tons' burthen. While 
we continued here, deaan Toke-ofiu's brother v^as bu- 
ried, and all the natives shaved off their hair, which is 
the usual manner of their public mourning all over the 
island; and he who does not comply with this, is 
looked upon as disaffected to the government. When 
a private person dies, the friends and relations only 
do it. 

It was about the middle of October when we arrived 
here, and the 24th of November before the king re- 
turned ; but by the beginning of January, we had pur- 
chased more than our cargo of slaves, so we left part 
of them with the Henry, which remained after us. We 
sailed firom the river Munnonbaugher in Munnongaro, 
or Maiseleege, and arrived at Yong-Owl, where captain 
White was trading, not having then got his comple- 
ment of slaves. On the 20th of January we depaned 
from thence,^ and bid adieu to the island of Mada* 
gascar. 
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We did not touch at the Cs^ of Good Hope, iMA at 
St Helena, -vHiere I went ashore, and took aU the oaFe 
I could of the slaves who were sick. From thence we 
went to Barbadoes, where we stayed a week, then 
weighed, and sailed to Jamaica, Wnere we delivered 
our cargo. The captain was not only tender of me 
whilst on board, but supplied me with money likewise 
at every port we came to, though by the little know- 
ledge I had of its use, I committed several mistakes, 
which were subjects of laughter and merriment. As to 
liquors, I could scarce relish any, since I had lost toake, 
to which i had been so long accustomed. I was taken 
sick here, which proved very chargeable ; but the cap- 
tain sent me ashore, where^ by his kind orders, I want- 
ed for nothing. Whilst we were here, the Mercury, 
captain White from Madagascar arrived, but we were 
ready to sail with the fleet, under convoy of the Win- 
chelsea, which was a forty*gun ship. C>n the 5th of 
July, we departed from Jamaica, beating through the 
windward passage. Under the Crooked IslaakU we 
saw two sloops, which the Wlndielsea endeavoured to 
speak with, and imagining them to be pirates, strode 
his pendant, in order to look like a merchant ship, 
whidi deceived them so far, that the largest sloop gave 
chase, and hoisted a black ensign and jade; but find- 
ing her mistake, thought proper to alter her course, and 
stand in for the land agaia. Though the man-of-wwr 
could not follow her, yet our captain, whose ship waf 
a good sailer, and mounted sixteen guns, did, and ex- 
diamged several broadsides with her. He stood dose 
under the land, and as night came on, got avray from 
us, but had the assurance to rob two of the stem-most 
ships in the fleet Moreover, they threatened to tie 
captain Macket to the main-mast of his diip, and bum' 
him, if ever they met with him again. 

Not long after this we had the misfortmie to run 
foul of the Winchelsea, whidi, tackiiq^ i^KXit unexpect- 
edly, staved our bow to the vntter's edge, and carried 
our foremast quite away ; the man-of-war lost his head 
and sprit-sail-yard. We must all have been inevkaMy 
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lost had the sea ran high, but by good providence it 
was fair weatiier ; so by the assistance of the Winchel- 
' sea's crew and some others, we kept the water out, but 
were forced to go back to the Crooked Islands, and 
they accompanied us, where by the help of them, and 
some other ships, our breach being ms^e up, we pro- 
ceeded on our voyage ; and on Saturday, September 9, 
1717, arrived in the Downs, after I had been absent 
from my native country sixteen years and about nine 
months. Here, by the captain's direction, I went 
ashore, he having first supplied me with what was 
necessary for mv journey to London ; yet did I not set 
forward till I had returned God thanks in the most 
S(^mn manner for my safo arrival, and for my deliver- 
ance from the many dangers I had escaped, and from 
Uie miseries I had so long undergone. 

It may not be improper in this place to inform my 
readers by what n wonderful providence my father 
came to hear of my being alive in Madagascar. My 
brother was one day at the Crown alehouse, at Cherry- 
garden-stairs, in Rotherhithe, where William. Thorn- 
bury was in the next box; and hearing him talk of that 
bland to his friend, he said, he had a brother cast away 
there several years before, and should be glad to hear 
some tidings of him. Thombury replied, he had never 
seen but one white man upon the island, and his name 
he had forgotten. My brother thereupon mentioned 
several names, and at last Robert Drury, which Thorn- 
bury no sooner heard, but said, that was it, and that 
his father lived at the KingVhead, in the Old Jewry. 

When I came to London, (it being Sunday about 
three o'clock in the aftemooi^) I thought it improper 
to go in sermon-time to the King's-head, in the Old 
Jewry, the house in which my father lived before he 
retired into the country, but went to the Bell alehouse, 

Sthen the British coffee-house,) at the lower end, and 
[esired to be admitted ; assuring the master I was but 
just come on shore. He seeing me in a sea jacket, and 
hearing me speak in broken English, took me for a 
foreigner, and let me in ; asking me what countryman 
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I was, and from whence I came? I told Imoi ib Ew- 
lismaiiy wbicb at first he would scarce^ YMMeve, till £e 
recollected rae Inr the questions I asked; namely, niho 
kept the King*s-bead? Whether John Dmry did not 
keep it some years ago? He IM aie, that John Drary 
went to live in 4he countiy, smd left it to his brother 
William, who died some time since; and that hk 
widow kept the house. ^ How!*' said I, ** is William 
Druiy dead?'' << Yet,^ answered he, *' and John 
Drury his brother too died about a year ago/* Una 
news so dejected me, that I bitfst oat into teais^ Hm^ 
afterwards bemoaned my hai:d iate before hkn ; hf this 
he perceived who I was, having heard of m^ bsisig 
abroad, «md of raf friends ei^Kcttng Bi»«oen in £n^ 
land. Hereupon he asked me, if my name was not 
Drury? I answered, it was, and that I had been 
anfortuaate for many veaia^ I was like to continue so, 
since my father was oead. As an addition to my aofw 
row, he told me, moreover, that my motbnr died widi 
grief not long after she heard oi our shipwiedt, and 
that my £uhei^had married again After eermon I 
went to the King's-head, wheve they soon dkcevered 
who I was, and were overjoyed to see me ; and thei]^ I 
had a full account of our whole fiumly afiaim. I found 
my £ither had left me two hundred pounds, and also 
the reversion of a house at St(^e Newington, then in 
tbe occi^>ation of Mr Ridiard Beardsl^. I sti^ed im 
town till I had visited all the friends I could remeaftbei^ 
and dien went to Loughborough to see my sister, and 
other relations, where I met with a very friendly recep- 
tion, after they imi^;ined I had been lost so many years 
bekHre. 

As soon as I had settled my afiairs there, I returned 
to London. Captain Macket continued still as kind to 
me as ever, and said he would take cure of me if thiiigs 
did not answer my expectations. He asked me to go 
with him again to Madagascar, but I had then agreed 
to live with a relation in 3ie capacity of clerk, or book- 
keeper. After captain Madcet was gone, and thii^ 
did not answer as I expected, I agreed with captain 
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f Wlute, cttplain Macket's friend, who was bound for 

I Madagascar likewise, to go the voyage with him, and 

assist him in the trade, which my knowledge of the 
language and customs of the country had sufficiently 
qualified me for. So having left all my effects in a 
friend's hands (except what I thought proper to take 
with me) I went on board the Mercury, and we sailed 
from the DowBS, September 13, 1718. 



AFTER-VOYAGE TO MADAGASCAR. 

When I was but a boy, I had learned the art of 
navigation in some measure bv goinp^ to India, though 
I had lost it again for want of practice ; yet, applying 
myself to a proper mathematician for farther mstruc- 
tion, I soon recovered enough to enable me to keep a 
journal, and give such an account of this voyage as 
may be useful to those who have no knowledge of the 
island. 

On the first of April, 1719, we arrived at the Cape 
of Good Hope, where we bought such provisions as we 
wanted, ana on the tenth set sail for Natal; on the 
twenty-ninth vre saw the land, in the latitude of 29 deg. 
20 min. south, to tiie northward of Natal, about eleven 
leagues off. We sailed a west-south-west course along 
the shore, with a gentle breeze ; at noon the point of 
Natal bore south-west by west, about two leagues dis- 
tant ; at two in the afternoon we came to an anchor in 
fourteen fothoms' water, within two miles of the point of 
Natal, it bearing west-south-west. The current sets, 
south-south-west and north-north-east. Here we traded \ 
for slaves, with large brass rinss, or rather collars, and 
several other commodities. In a fortnight's time we 
purchased seventy-four boys and girls. These are 
oetter slaves for working than those of Madagascar^ 
being not only blacker, but stronger. 
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Captain White put six natives of DUlagoe on slior^ 
here, whom he tooK with him the fonner voyage. They 
had two or three king's dominions to pass through 
hefore they came to their own country, aad were under 
some apprehensions of being intercepted. The captain^ 
therefore, furnished them with guns, ammunition, hat- 
chets, and brass collars. Here I saw several humped 
cattle, like those in Madagascar ; but the natives have 
short .woolly hair, like Guinea negroes, and not like the 
people of Madagascar. 

On the seventh day of June, we made the land on 
the east-side of Madagascar. I went up to the mast- 
head, where, discerning high land to the southward, I 
took it for granted that we were to the northward of 
Port Dauphine ; the captain, however, not relying on 
what I asserted, hoistea out the boat, and sent me and 
the second m|ite in her towards the shore to speak 
with any of the natives we could see. We rowed luong 
the shore a considerable time, till I discovered a small 
town, and some of the inhabitants looking at us ; but 
the sea broke so much three or four hundred yards off 
the shore, that we dare not venture to put the boat in; 
hereupon I pulled off my clothes and swam. Two of 
the natives observing me, swam to m^r assistance, and 
walked with me afterwards to a point about a mile 
farther, where thev go off with their canoes. Here the 
boat got in, and I persuaded one of the fishermen to ^ 
accompany us. This place is called Mumumbo, about 
ten leagues to the northward of Port Dauphine. Here 
was a strong current and large swell against us. The 
next day about sunset, we anoiored in fourteen fathoms' 
water, being unable to get into the bay. The ruins of 
the fort bore west-south-west of us. Cape Ramus south- 
west by south, and the point of the S^ven Virgins, or 
Seven Hammocks, east. The next momine we weighed, 
stood into the bay, and anchored in £ree fathoms' 
water; the French fort bore south-east by east, the 
ruins of the church south-southreast; we were within a 
cable's length of the shore, on either side almost land- 
locked. However, as there is sometimes a strong 
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northreast mrind, it is always best to keep a good an- 
chor and cable 'without. 

Port Dauphine is in the latitude of 24 deg. 50 min. 
south. The bay into which you must sail, is on the 
east side of the point. You must take care of a rock 
on your starboara side. Your course to steer is west- 
north-west. When you are in you will see the ruins 
of a fort on a hill, called ** the nose of ^e port f you 
must keep close to this point till you open the bay, 
and when the fort bears south-east by east, or east- 
south-east, you may come to an anchor; and, if you 
will, may moor your ship to the rocks. About two 
miles to the southward there is a false bay, which may 
deceive strangers; therefore, as it is a rocky place, 
great care must be taken. 

I went directly on shore to the king's brother's town, 
and acquainted him, that we were come to trade, but 
were in haste to be gone ; and, therefore, if they had 
any slaves to sell, he must despatch them down forth- 
vnth. And this pretence must always be made, for 
they have no notion of the expense that attends a long 
delay. Messengers were immediately sent to the king^ 
who sent word by an Irishman, (who had deserted from 
one captain Ware,) that he would be with us the next 
day, and came accordingly. This prince's name was 
deaan MorroughseVea, he was dressed in a coat and 
breeches, and had a hat on his head. The first day 
was spent in the usual compliments, and making mu- 
tual presents. The price was adjusted the next day ; 
whereupon we built a factory, and palisaded it round. 
The king soon returned, though we stayed here till the 
nineteenth of July. At which time the captain sending 
roe with some pre^nts to the king, I stripped off my 
clothes, and dressed myself like a native, with a lance 
in roy hand. I think it was not less than twenty miles. 
The king was just going to dinner with salt fish, rice, 
and roast beef, when I got there. He very courteously 
desired me to sit down and partake of what he had 
before him ; saying, all white men, except the French, 
were very welcome; for they had killed his grandfather, 

2 E 
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and carried an uncle of his away captive. After dinner 
he entertained me with sonae toake, and a dram of 
brandy, and then dismissed me with some presents to 
the captain, desiring we would return as soon as con- 
veniently we could, for he was going to war with Unter 
Morrow Cherock to the northward, and hoped soon to 
have more slaves for us. 

On the twentieth I came on board, and then we 
weighed, leaving four men and the natal slavi^ behind 
us. Here we purchased one hundred^ and thirty, and 
sailed with them to the Mattatanna-road;, and on the 
twenty-sixth we made the Tbumb-c^ off Mattatanna, 
and came to an anchor within a league distance. Here 
is no going on shore in our boats, by reason of the 
great bar that is there, and the sea always breaking 
upon it ; the canoes, however, came off to us, and I 
went on shore with them; and after that to the king's 
town, which was a great way up the river. One ran 
before to inform him tnat the captain's ambassador was 
coming : whereupon he put himself in great order, and 
appeared in state. He speaks English and French 
very well, and so do several of his £unily. He told 
me I was welcome. But as captain Macket had beea 
before us, and bought three hundred and thirty slaves 
in less than twentjr days, he endeavoured to raise the 
mice upon us. Isoon informed him, however, that I 
knew the country ; and that if he had none to dispose 
of, I could tell where to go to market. At last we 
agreed, and I sent the captain word of what I had 
done. It was so dangerous going over the breakers^ 
that I did not care how seldom I went. I did not like 
the place, for they were so harassed with a nei^bour- 
ing enemy, that they were always 6n their guard, and 
ccmld not sleep in safety, nor get even common neces- 
saries ; the country being in much the same state and 
condition as was Feraignher when I lived there. The 
captain, notwithstanding this, was obstinate ; and after 
he had sent me a cargo on shore, as also a man to 
assist me, sailed away to Don Mascareen, an island 
then belonging to the French, and about one hundred 
leagues to the eastward. 
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As soon as h« was gone, I removed my &ctoiy to the 
king's tO¥ni, as thinking it more safe. 1 often lent the 
natives guns >and ammunition to repel their enemies, 
and once I weiat with them, I bought fourteen i^laves 
in three days, but finding .provision dear, I went more 
ajrtfully to work ; I agreed for the slaves thejr offered 
to sale, and left somethii^g as earnest in their hands, 
but would not complete the bargain. Here I had a 
scurvv trick put upon ine^ which I relate, that others 
mav beware of the like iBu^ositions. One night, not- 
withstanding all my oare, Imissed two women slaves, 
who were fi^tened by the >arms to^ptber. I Aosplained 
thereof to the king, who, pretending io know nothin|^ 
of it, ordered inquiry to be made after them, but to no 
purpose, till I published a veward of six pounds of gun« 
powder to Mm who woidd restore them. The man who 
sold diem to me brought them again, pretending he 
had found the ^place wheK tb^ had concealed tl^m- 
selves, and demanded the Koward. I charged him with 
imposing on me, but not being then able 4o make good 
my assertion, he conuplaiued to the king, who thi^aton- 
ed jne hard in^mse X 4id not^give the man the reward. 
I retumed his mtepaces in warm t^ms, offering to de- 
fend myse^ with my fire-anus, as I had six ready load- 
ed by me. What with ^teaors and flatteries, the womea 
confessed befose the «ext momhig, that their ilcst mas^ 
ter had injured me, and misused &em after he Jiad 
them agaie. J wexit to the king's brother directly, and 
assttied him I wopld ti^ ^mre that no white men 
should ever trade there for the future ; but in the end« 
he desired I would Bpeaik with the king fiist, whidi I 
did. He reconciled us before our ship returned, which 
was in the middle of September, and then without ca(K 
tain White, who bad been 4ead and buried some time 
before at Don Maaoarettu. He went there to sell slaves 
to the Fjrench, and buy up others for tlie West India 
cargo, but there happened to be no oaH for any. 

Captain Christal, who was then commander, sent 

one of his officers to assume me I might depend on the 

same civility and friendship as I had received from his 

predecessor, for he approved my conduct, and com- 

2 E 2 
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pleted the bargains I had begun, and broogbt my slaves 
on board. 

Mattatanna in the latitude of 22 deg. 15 min. south, 
is a wild coast, where our boats can at no time come 
ashore; these slaves, and those of Port Dauphine are 
esteemed the best in the island. Before we went from 
hence, I heard that deaan Morroughsevea of Port Dau- 
phine, was killed in the expedition he went on, after I 
left him. Before I proceed ferther in my account of 
this Yoyage, as I am now on the east side of the island, 
I shall take notice of the principal places on it. 

About leven leagues to the northward of Matta- 
tanna, is Melancaro. Here is a river with eight feet of 
water on the bar, whidi divides the two kingdoms of 
Mattatanna and Tronghe. The inhabitants of the latter 
are numerous and obliging, but cannot trade for want 
of canoes. About ten leagues from Tronghe is IVfonin- 
larce ; they would willingly trade with the Englbh, but 
as they have no canoes, and it is a wild shore, where 
our boats cannot land, it is impracticable. About twenty 
leagues farther to the northward is Mungaro ; the na- 
tives whereof are always at war with thi inhabitants of 
Port St. Mary's and the pirates. The king's name is 
Maukunza. They have no canoes here, but if a cap- 
tain would take some ¥rith him 'from Mattatanna, they 
would gladly trade with him. St. Mary's is an island 
&ree leagues off the main, in latitude 16 deg. 30 min. 
and has a good harbour. Here are about twenty white 
men, formerly pirates, who now live on their ill-gotten 
treasures. • 

Antogeal is in the latitude of 16 deg. 15 min. Here 
is a clear deep bay, keep the north shore on board. At 
the bottom of it, is a small island of two or three miles 
in circumference, in which is a good harbour. The 
Dutch had formerly a fort on it Here are grampuses 
and whales, which the natives have the^rt of taking. 
Barimbass is in latitude 15 deg. : the inhabitants have 
canoes, and will come off at first sight of a ship. The 
king is very courteous to white men, and takes pleasure 
in trading with them. 
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Our nem business was to go to Port Dauphtne* wl)«n» 
the death of their king was confirmed ; we found the 
country in sad confusion, and in no condition for trad- 
ing; so we took our men, slaves, and goods, on boards 
and proceeded round the southernmost end of the 
islana. 

The country next adjoining to Port Davphine, or 
Antenosa, is Antemdroea, where the Degrade wa» 
wrecked, and which was the melancholy scene of my 
captivity. Joining to this is Merfaughla* which ties 
a little to the southward^ in latitude 2^ deg. south. 
The want of canoes in both these countries renders the« 
incapable of trading. The next port is St. Augustine- 
bay, in which is a nresh water riv^, with twelve feet of 
water at spring tides; it flows soutb-south-east, acid 
north-north-west Tulea lies seven leagues to the north- 
ward, and is a very good iiarbour. 

As you sail firom St, Augustine-b^ to Yong-Owl, 
there are seveml little islands. The two first are in the 
latitude of 21 deg. about five leagues distant from the 
main island. A little farther is a single island with 
lofty trees on it ; and s^U ^rther to the northward, 
there are three sandy islands, with breakers between 
them. A north-*east course carries you clear and along 
shore, but ](eep in fifteen, sixteen, or seventeen fathoms' 
water. On the banks are nine, ten, or twelve fathoms' 
water. When you are past the sandy islands, the coast 
is clear to Yong-Owl. This is an open road in the lati- 
tude of 20 deg, . 20 min* There is good anchoring in 
sixteen fathoms* water, not above a mile fit>m the shore. 
There is no high land near the shore pn all this coast, 
but there are mgh mountains up the country. Mun- 
nonhaugher is a river which they call Manzerroy, in 
which is fourteen or fifteen fathoms* water. It flows east 
and west twelfe feet right up and down on spring 
tides : you go up the river six or seven leagues to the 
usual place where they tra£lc. A little to the south- 
ward of tliis is another river, called lUma, to whicii a 
ship comes from Arabia once a year. This place is 
called Masseleege, or tlve country of Munnongarp, 
2 E 3 
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whereof deaan Toke-ofiu is the sovereign, and of which 
I have already given a sufficient account. 

Our business now was at Yong-Owl, where we ar- 
rived on the J 6th of October; the captain went with 
me up the country to Moherbo, and took his musicians 
with us. As soon as I came on shore, I was informed 
that Rer Trimmonongarevo was dead, and Rer Moume 
succeeded him, and lived at Moherbo. I sent a mes- 
senger before me to acquaint him that I was coming 
to pay my duty to him, and had brought a ship to trade 
here pursuant to my promise ; but as soon as we came 
to a town on this side Moherbo, we saw abundance of 
people pulling down a wooden house, in which the 
corpse of Rer Trimmonongarevo was interred ; the reap 
son whereof, as the natives told me, was as follows : — 
''That Rer Trimmonongarevo had appeared to Rer 
Moume in the night time, and asked nim why he put 
him above his father Lohefutee? and he seemed to re- 
sent his son's ill conduct, and ordered his body to be 
taken up, and put lower than his father's, and his house 
likewise, which was erected for a monument to be le- 
velled with his father's.'^ When I came to Rer Moume, 
he did not know me in my new dress ; I soon let him 
understand who I was, for I could not forbear to lick 
his knees. His generous and humane department to- 
wards me, made me esteem him as my father, and he 
was equally overjoyed to see me. His wives, likewise, 
expressed their pleasure. I went to review my cattle, 
for, according to his promise, he had kept them all for 
me; and as they were now considerably increased, I 
marked the youBg ones vnth a particular signet, for he 
insisted that they still are mine. 

We got OUT whole complement of slaves here in ten 
weeks' time, and sailed from hence January 7. We 
touched at St. Helena and at Barbadoes , from thence 
we proceeded to Rapphanick river in Virginia, where 
we sold our slaves, took in tobacco, and then set sail 
for England. On the 11th day of September, 1720, we 
arrived in the Downs. 

Thofi. have I endeavoured to give a true and faithful 
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narrative of what I thought most remarkable ia this 
island. I have seen the ** Atlas Geographicus/' v^hich 
is, I presume, a collection of what has been written con- 
cerning this island. And though there are some things 
mentioned there, of which I give no account, I see no 
reason to depart from any particular herein contained, 
or to make any additions. I have related only what I 
saw, and know to be fact. There is an insect amongst 
them I have not mentioned, called the scorpion, a 
troublesome animal, and the only venomous creature I 
ever saw there. As to what is asserted in the ** Atlas *' 
before-mentioned, that the natives are Mahometans, 
I have read, since I came to England, some account of 
the Mahometan religion, but can find no conformity or 
similitude in it to this of Madagascar ; on the contrary, 
Mahomet pretended to have fttmiliar converse with 
God, but these people would be shocked to hear that 
deaan Unghorray, their Supreme God, ever conversed 
with the greatest monarch. There is one custom I have 
omitted, and that is, their abstaining from their women 
at certain times, as the Jews do. The Virzimbers, whom 
some imagine to be the first inhabitants of this island, 
I have said before, differ in some points of religion ; 
but then it is to be understood in the forms and manner 
of their worship and ceremonies, for they have owleys 
as others have, and entertain the same notions of a 
Supreme God, the lords of the four quarters of the 
world, spirits, &c. 

Robert Drurt. 

N. B. The author, for some years before his death, 
was to be spoken with every day at Old Tom's coffee- 
house in Birchin-lane ; at which place several inquisi- 
tive gentlemen have received from his ovm mouth the 
confirmation of those particulars which seemed dubious, 
or carried with them the least ttir of a romance. 
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Vert little is known of t^e subsequent Jffe of Robert 
Drury, but that little w satis&ctoiy both in i«g^() to 
his veracity and Tespeetability in his faainble situation. 
On his return to England, he went in the first place to 
Ix>ughborough, in his native county, in which town he 
had a sister and otlier relatives. He afterwards ttme 
to LoBdoB, where he obtained the ntuation o# porter at 
the East India House ; and it is said that his father 
left him two hundred pounds, and ^e reversion of a 
house at Stoke Newingtp^. 9is e^ctr^ordinary adv^i- 
tures pfoeured him mu<^ att^aUon, 4nd qaaay cttneu« 
persons were in the habit of trailing vapon kHm at his 
house in loncoln's-inn-fields, then nnenclospd; when hp 
used to amuse them l^y throwing <a javelin in the nat^n- 
ner of the natives of I Vf ada g aseaii who l^ad taught \^n^ 
to hit a sroaM mark at a very smrprisin^ distance. Mr 
Dunconbe, who died in 1769, the transAs^tor of Horace, 
and editor of the works of his brother-in-law, Hughes 
the poet, had a friend who had frequently witnessed 
this feat, and convetied with Dvury, a feet whidi is 
mentioned in the second volmne of Haghes^s <* Letters^ 
by Duncombe^ p^ 258, Nothing farther is known of 
the life of Robert Prury, nor ba9 the timp of his 
death been reeorded. 
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bird voro 

belly-full vinehff 

beads arraer 

blood raw 

hstndy tekearf 

boil mundavy. 

broil metonu 

boil over mundroer 

butterfly tondrotto 

blunderbuss botte 

bite munghabeckM 

broke /o/tfcifc 

buy mevele 

bioth ro 

blow ehuffu 

beat yii/UAo 

bullock vosisU 

bitter merfaughU 

backbone tou^/er ^am6o«tcA 

bad rawcthe 

big ^ 

baJd-head toroluher 

barrel breeker 

bee ranatentala 

before ungxUore 

beg mtiii^oWorA 

behind i^arro 

bottle /o/oAtiAe 

bosom arrongher 

beheaded tompucluher 

bullet M^ 

bastard jarray 

by and by andreeh anna 

amy 
broom mermoffer 
beard toftnicAt 
breath onygha 
bones fotrfer 
beans ati/ticA 
bed Acton 



basket Aarro 
ball A«cAtcreA 
borrow mtn^a^orrour 
book or paper ^erra <m« 
buflfuler howlu 
bee-hiTe tohoke 
bundle mevorovore 
blind ehemerketer, 
burning mundavengher 
bell potcheuf 
belly-ache merrawrafu. 
bread moffu 
bladder tervenneer 
beauW tengger 
baked ton^ojfu 
bow ranafalla 
bark hviitcharzo 
barrel of a gun corau 
burden £fi(^ 

jC 

Child oanocA 
carravances vungembar 
cocoa-nut ujcoerne^v 
cloud rawJko 
cold meminchy 
calabash vartarvo 
copper sarb^rvtaner 
cat ehavker 
cow ofiietoyvoot^a 
cattle omebay 
cheek /atoAf 
crow 9ttarA 
call AyAri 
clear merfti 
crooked maluke 
cock kuholoyhe 
capon AtfA9 vi)«t«/ 
candle charreck 
choose mcebutor* 
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covetous mertete dark myeah 

cotton hawsey dish ampondrer 
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eight thousand varlo arevo 
east teenongher 

F 
Father royya or arber 
fence faretchi 
forehead hondring 
foot feendeer 
fruit wooerarzo 
finger tonedro 
fishfeer 

fishing lines tollevinier 
friend lonego 
four ejffutchi 
five deeme 

fifteen folodeenieamby 
five and twenty rowafolo 

deeme amhy 
five and tliirty talufdlo 

deeme amby 
five and forty ejfuchfolo 

deemu amby 
five and fifty deemefolo 

deeme amby 
five and sixty enuingfolo 

deeme amby 
five apd seventy fetofolo 

deeme amby 
five alid eighty varlofolo 

deeme amby 
five and ninety teveefolo 

deeme amby 
five hundred deeme zawto 
five thoasand dedme arevo 
fat vonedruck 
flower turvolo 
flea peer 
fly lawletchs . 
fickle harraravvo 
fool addoller 



flv away himeeltfi^Aer 

file ehoffer 

full /enmi 

full moon volormer autclU 

fright mertawhoutche 

fight mmtleer 

fighting mealle 

fire o«ni 

fishing merminter 

flint offovarto 

flesh nofach 

ioxfoser 

forty effktehfolo 

hnfernimper 

fly tumeeling 

feathers, or hair, vo/o 

fetters parrapiugo 

flame A?//(ir 

flower, or blossom, vone^Aa 

fleshfork fiindrambahaner 

freemen lovohitcha 

fill it up /ennuyea 

forget hawUngho 

flux foitcAortfc^ 

fry mungendy 

flag/oy 

flood /ororatrno 

fetch mungoior 

^tfettock 

fortunate moM 

fast/orhiciU 



God di^oan Unghorray 
grandfather rozackloyhe 
grandmother rozackampel' 

ier 
grandchild zaffk 
gumea-com ampember. 
ground ton 
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ril do no more ehemer- 

nowquere 
itch hauta 
I zawho 
iron ve 
island nom 

K 

King panzaccar 
kick timpmtghho 
kill vonu 

kidneys wooerhaner 
ketch tumhoro 
knife meMU 
kite pervonge 
knee lukalleck 

L 
Ladle mddro 
land /o/a or <onn« 
lance /ti^ 
lie down muru^'aer 
light merzavvo 
lightning mukgkQkichi 
lights ra^tfcAAaner 
look, or see, merekkuiovef 
looking-^lass hackoro 
low eever 
let go W^ajf 
lie mervandB 
love toarA 
little kaia 
live tNi/tt . 
lemon voeraarru 
loss 2avo 
leaf raww 
lead/eHocA 
lips ioneghe 
leg tomebook 
liver (it^AaN/?r 
louse Aoti^A 



long Zavvar 
lend iraun^adorftf 
lock, or key« Jungheify 
lock of a gun MpAe «m 

long while alelur 

locust wrhtter 

lizard roto 

left hand tougher wneer 

lean merheer 

looseness oAorotvIa 

lobster orur 

lick kUouw 

don't love it haliueki, 

M 
Man 2oyAe 
mad tounzaccar 
many mati^roii; 
maggot oletchs 
mother ranna 
moon voler 
men Ati/ti 
milk ronoonu 
monkey vergee 
midnight mutungaUa 
mouth vovfjor 
muskmelon wantange 
mud Jutuck 
million arrla 
muskittoes moco 
morning emertMwha 
to-morrow hummarrawkBi 
mead toak 

marrow manuceover . 
melt tennoo 
milt arrachaner 
mouse varlarvo 

N 
Nail of finger oho 
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n^ivel feutch ^oi veiongha 

nine seve pipe keloyke 
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slave andavo 

steer rorvovva 

sugarcane /array 

sugar serermarme 

sweet nutmut 

star verseer 

spoon $uto 

Sliver voler/ktey 

scull harrandhiher 

shoulder Mro^ 

sleep meroro 

shot berteer 

sixeannmg 

seyen feeto 

seventeen fokfeeioambe 

seventy fiseto folo 

six hundred Miiftlf^ zawto 

seven hundred yif^fo zawto 

six thousand tfuftittn^ ar»- 

vo 
seven thousand yMo ar«vo 
small mirliniek 
sunrise terraek 
sunset ioffutch andro 
small ort^ 
small shot poHekuek 
spittle eva 
spit mttfuforer 
south ateemo 
sore 6oy 
sour mervayha 
ship «am6o 
stink mancAtf 
strong merharee 
short fiAer 
spirit /ttitt 
seize iamboro 
shoe Mn^Aermaro 
stool /eAe^rar 
sick merrawra 



sky longitchi 
smooth ffter/ammff 
sound, noise, or barking of 

a dog, mungmo 
shoot teferu 
shave haharu 
soft merkmma 
smoihered settuck 
smoke /m6oo^ 
smoke a pipe metroher to^ 

bacco 
shut the door arradmgho 
sell V62e 

sour milk ronoonumandra 
sea r«ac 

servant, sir takanonger 
snares /auntfrttf 
see merheter 
I see it Ae tucko 
shirt cofftme*^ 
seat/e/tforue 
speak mevolengher 
sweet-scented maungetchi 
some mifAe 
speckle wander 



snake mungozooner 
stay fimniftii^ 
spring of water oovo 
spring of the year i 
spring of a gun lock aUe^ 

soro 
swim lomong 
shame numghetchi 
split vocctt 
small-pox creer 
staff zahharr 
skin huletchs 
side tohazuc 
slender merlenee 
spinage orngha 
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serpent matierrander 
snake mary 
spin mundoroutcht 
stand meehangonner 
steel veoffo 
steal mungaulutchs 
scissors hette 
snore mearoutcht 
sweat Ungetch 
sing meflnsaw 
shore tameboko 
spit fermerlarzor 
siily memoy 
sheep ouiu^y 
spider morro^oii^Aer 
stone var/o ^ 
sink him^oWo 



thief caHpegalutcka 

teeth n€«efa 

tongue ^/^ 

tie fahaugh 

trigger funghatchu 

tail oAe' 

land turtle hachaffu 

sea turtle /atinti 

tall lavvor 

turn metukher 

tell one, two, &o. mun^exatf 

tread hechawko 

through torawho 

thrive munzarre 

take rumbessu 

tutanag ferockflttey 

timber Aor^ro 



Tamarind Aefey 
tankard /timtifiitfiTattno 
take rumbetsu 
think mevetchevetch 
trumpet anchever 
thirteen folotaluambe 
three to/tc 
thunderbolt fljptny 
thigh /ay 
thunder hotook 
town tonnarr 
thread /o/!a 
thorn /oi^e 
told mungaborrow 
tears rat0}iomM«tt 
tobacco tobacco 
toe aitfiAcib'nc 
two rooa 
ten /o/o 

twenty roaafoh 
thousand arwo 



U V 

Uncle ranaioyhe 
under tim^onna 
udder vorotchs 
ugly rawtche 
vomit mundoer 
uncivil chewooeuat 

W 

Water ratono 
water-melon woerzarvo 
wax /uco 
warm moy 
wave onezur 
wind omghin 
yfood auler 
Yfhite fute 
wild mekmpo 
what 6no 

what's this eno ^oey 
2 F 3 
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that's tbe matter eno 36w 
what are you doing eno 

tough now 
wadding hueto 
west avdreffw 
wood for firing hatof 
wonder cherrae 
work mear$ar 
wife waUey 
weary mosout<Ai 
white man verxarhmr 
wide mertarcheth 
whisper bisabU^ 
yf2tsp fitndroio 
wrist *oro 
wise mefkeUtch§ 
Vmiex fou9er 
whistle yw*« 



weave 
wet /ay 

Y 

Yam ove 
years cotor 
year taougk 
yes toquore 
yonder aru^a 
yesterday uniorfa 

DAYS OP tH« WIiEE« 

Sunday Alhauia 
Monday Alletemne 
Tuesday Talortar 
Wedn^ay Altmrerbeer 
Thursday Commtethe 
Friday Jumor 
Saturday Sarbuscke. 




THE END. 
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